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Mirza Dolidze: "The Court
has chosen only those
evidences which confirmed the
crime”...

The press-conference with the judge
Mirza Dolidze who was the Chairman of
Court Board of the so callied "Chikovani
Street Case” was held in the building of
the Supreme Court On March 10, 1995.

Press<conference started with the ve-
rbose statement which was predominantly
based on the statements of the sentence
and was of clearly self-justifying nature:
the judge, on the one hand, was proving
that in the process of trial the Law was
not violated and the rights of the defe-
ndants were not abused, and on the other
-+he was trying to assure the journalists
and/or may be the supreme bodies, that
prolongation of the trial was the result of
conspiracy between the lawyers and de-
fendants rather than the consequence of
violations of the Law made by the Court
Board.

The very first question concerning ab-
olition of capital punishment basing on
the decision of the Military Council of
February 24, 1992, to give effect to the
Constitution of 1921, bewildered M.Do-
lidze who was confused enough as he was
and the head of press-center of the Su-
preme Court Sulkhan Molashvili hastened
to. his help. He was assuring the journa-
lists that the well-known statement of the
State Council concerning suspending of
arficles of Constitution'in relation to the
Criminal Code was adopted on June 11
and thus by the time of explosion in Ch-
ikovani St., or by the moment of com-
mitting the crime, the norm of Consti-
tution of 1921 concerning the capital pun-
ishment was not in effect. But the editor
of the "Marji" newspaper B.Javakhia who
was "equipped” with Xerox copies of sta-
tements, did not give in and informed the
Law experts that the Statement was pub-
lished in the "Sakarivelos Respublica” ne-
wspaper on June 17 and since it did not
contain indication about the time of bri-
nging this statement to effect, it came info
effect only after its publication. Thus on
June 13, 1992 the capital punishment ar-
ticle was not in effect,

To the mind of M.Dolidze neither du-
ring the preliminary nor in the course of
Court investigations were made the mi-
stakes or violations which could have inf-
luenced the final results... It was this very
statement that arose the following ques-
Aions:

“Why the Court did not check and
investigaie the testimonies given by some
witnesses who claimed that there were two
explosions and not one which were ac-
companied with gun firing; that immedi-
ately before the explosion the movement
of J.Ioseliani and his escort’s cars was
artificially hindered first by one white "Me-
rcedes” and than by white "Gaz-29" car;
that there also was a red color "Zhiguli"
car from which a man lying on the seat
was firing from a sub-machine gun... Why
were not publicized the testimonies of Z.Tsi-
-klauri and Z.Gogichaishvili made on Au-
gust 14, 1992 And October 14, 1992 re-
spectively?” To this question the judge
Mirza Dolidze gave the answer worth of
including into the treasury of jurispru-
dence curiosities: "The Court has chosen
those testimonies which were proving the
crime”. Thus, the judge himself confirmed
that the Court was striving for proving of
the guiltiness of the defendants rather th-

an for finding the truth and when cho--

osing the testimonies was guided by this
interest. <

"We are not going to make
excuses" - Claims Anzor s
Baluashvili

On March 16, 1995 in the building of
the Prosecutor’'s Office of the Republic
of Georgia was held a press-conference
related to the completion of trial on "Ga-
msakhurdia and his Supporters Case”. The
journalists were faced with the head of
investigation tearm engaged with this case,
presently first deputy of Prosecutor Ge-
neral Mr. Anzor Baluashvili, head of De-
partment for Supervision over Lawfulness

of Court Acts of the Prosecutor’s Office
of the Republic Mr. Kakha Koberidze who
was the State Prosecutor at the trial, inve-
stigators for especially important cases Gu-
Ibat Besiashvili and Eldar Topchiev, later
they were joined by the investigator of
“Kvareli Case" Davit Jinjolava

According to A.Baluashvili, informa-
tion about prisoners torturing did not cor-
respond to truth and ail these statements
were basically made by the defendants
temselves in the process of Court trial to
escape from the charges they were acc-
used of as well as by their lawyers who
had never expressed similar complains in
the process of préliminary investigation
and as a matter of fact such information
is spread only by interested people. He
also dwelled on such International Human
Rights Organizations as "HRW/Helsinki,
Amnesty International whose representa-
tives 10 his mind were not aware of the
details of the Case and had not met the
investigators team.

A.Baluashvili believes that the inve-
stigation and Court trial were carried out
with strict observance of the Law and all
prisoners from the very first minutes of
their arrest they were provided with the
lawyers chosen by them. Their rights for
defense were not abused, never was any
pressure exerted on them, the Law was
not violated etc.

Baluashvili explained to the audience
that in our society the notion of "pre-
sumption of innocence” was misundersto-
od since in international sense it meant
that no one could be recognized guilty
and punished without Court trial. Mr. Ba-
luashvili believes that this did not prevent
the investigator to consider this or that
person guilty in committing the crime in
question and make an adequate stateme-
nt.

The deputy of Prosecutor General fa-
iled to explain why in such case it took
the' investigation additional 8 months to
prove the guilt of the suspects (since the
Case was passed to the Court for hearing
only in August,1993) and the Court - a
year and 9 months to make the verdict.
As it is well known the Case of Chikovani
St. was initially brought in action by In-
formation Intelligence Service and was pa-
ssed 10 the Procurator’s office only on
September 16, 1992. Irrespective of this,
Irakii Dokvadze was interrogated by some
workers of the Prosecutor’s office exactly
in that period which is forbidden by Law.

Baluashvili explained this problem in

the following way: "When Irakli Dokv-’

adze was arrested in Kvareli Wood the
Prosecutor’s Office was absolutely una-
ware that he was also charged with accu-
sations concerning Chikovani St. Case. Our
investigators interrogated him in relaion
to Kvareli Wood Case episodes. Some of
the accused were charged with crimes com-
mitted in both cases, that was the reason
why the other Case was passed to the
Prosecutor’s Office”. The readiness with
which the Prosecutor’s Office gave out
Irakli Dokvadze to the former KGB as
well as the fact that all testimonies ob-
tained at the first stage of investigation
or in other words before passing the case
to the Procurator’s Office, were either
wit'.c awn from the case or completely
ignored by the investigation and Court
such as for example the testimonies of
Jaba loseliani’s Guardsmen as well as of
some witnesses is rather surprising.

In answer to the question how the rep-
resentatives of the Law would estimate
this fact, the deputy Procurator General
Baluashvili and Head of Department K.Ko-
beridze who are directly in charge of con-
ducting supervision over the lawfulness of
the Court Acts answered that journalists
had only episodic information about the
details of the Case which resulted in wro-
ng impression. He did not deny that one
of the members of lIoseliani’s Guard did
see a red "Zhiguli" car from which a man
lying on the seat was firing from the gun-
machine but as he had said it happened
in the vicinities of TV Department after
a long time since explosion and the wit-
nesses saw this car when they were re-
turning from the special meeting of "Mkhe-
drioni”. Similarly the armed people seen
on the previous day in Chikovani St. tu-
rned out 1o be the members of National-
Democratic Party Guard.

In relation with the investigation con-

cerning the death of Vakhtang Goksadze
Baluashvili stated that he had learned ab-
out it too late. The expertise carried out
in Kvareli defined heart failure as the
cause of death. Mr. Baluashvili was ready
to investigate this fact but the members
of the family refuse to give their consent
to exhumation. As for the death of Revaz
Brodzeli, the representatives of the Pro-
curator’s Office preferred to completely
ignore it. 0

Nevertheless, the Prosecutors believe
that the rights of the defendants were
not restricted, on the contrary the def-
endants restricted the Court, abused the
judge and violated the order etc. Finally
the representatives of the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice demonstrated their readiness to show
the materials of investigation to the int-
eresfed journalists since the trial was over
and there were no secrets 10 be kept. From
the conversation with the colleagues it be-
came evidend, that some of them were
intending to take advantage of this pro-
mise in the nearest future.

Political Prisoners are
Executed In Accordance with
the Law of War Situation

Court trial on the so-called "Chikovani
St. Case” is over. The sentence is passed,
but the public opinion both at home and
abroad expresses mistrust .in the Court
and this circumstance impels the intere-
sted bodies to spare no efforts to prove
the version faked by them. Thus, it is
evident, that both press-conferences in Su-
preme Court and Prosecutor’s Office whi-
ch were held after passing the sentence
were aimed at exerting favorable for them
influence on the society. In fact, however,
irrespective of active propaganda of "Ma-
tsne” TV information program, the op-
posite results were obtained.

The feeling of dissatisfaction was any-
way caused by the fact that the answers
of M.Dolidze and A.Baluashvili in some
cases actually did not correspond to each
other. Thus for example, the judge M.Do-
lidze actually failed to provide any sound
argument to explain disparity of the death
sentence with relevant articles of the Con-
stitution of 1921 concerning Capital Pen-
alty except unchecked information that
the Statement about suspending this norm
of Constitution was adopted on June 11
not on June 17, 1992, and even this exp-
lanation was immediately refuted. A.Ba-
luashvili was more prepared for this que-
stion: he stated that Constitution norms
cannot be suspended by any Statements
and thus dwelling on when such statem-
ent wvas made is practically of no use. He
said: "In special cases Capital Punishment
is allowed by Article 43 of the Constit-
ution of 1921".

This Article of 1921 Constitution rea-
ds: "Under the conditions of rebel or war
situation the Parliament is authorized to
temporarily suspend on the whole terri-
tory of the Republic or in some regions
the guarantees of those rights which are
defined in the following Articles: 19, 22,
25. .

Article 19 of the same Constitution sa-
ys: "The Capital Penalty. is abolished".
In answer to the above said it should be
noted that on June 13, 1992, that is on
the day of explosion in Georgia was ne-
ither the war situation nor there existed
any legitimate authorities other than the
heir of the Military Council - The State
Council. At the same time use of war si-

tuation Laws even under the state of em-
ergency is nothing but a juridical non-
sense and is unparalleled in international
practice. {

Both press-conferences made it evi-
dent that both investigators and Court we-
re interested in concealing the facts of
prisoners torturing as well as testimonies
of some witnesses. Supposedly those are
the testimonies which contain undesirable
for officials information and probably may
lead to the new version of the crime, inc-
luding appearance of new ames. For this
reason some proofs mysteriously disap-
peared from the Case or were ignored
and not considered during the trial. M.Doli-
dze, A.Baluashvili and K.Koberidze with
one accord are stating that on August 14,
1992 Z.Tsiklauri did not give any evi-
dence at all as well as there never existed
the testimony of Z.Gogichaishvili given
on October 14, 1992. At the same time,
it is well known that on August 13, 1992
Z.Tsiklauri "accidentally poured boiling
tea over his back” and on the riext day
did give the testimony to the investigator
of the Information Inteliigence Service sin-
ce by that time the Case was investigated
by this department. In those day this fact
was not concealed even by some members
of the State Council, though today no-
body wants to recall it. The testimonies
given at the first stage of investigations

are also buried in oblivion or subjected
to depreciation. Thus, for example the
Deputy Prosecutor General failed to re-
call that to the existence of suspicious
red "Zhiguli" car testify three witnesses,
instead of one. Of those one is Mr. Bi-
chiashvili who by the moment of explo-
sion was driving along Chikovani St. in
his own car and received body injury as
a result of the explosion. He has neyer
explained why the investigation and Co-
urt ignored statements of some witnesses
who claimed that there were two exp-
losions rather than one and they were
nearly immediately accompanied by gun-
machine fire.

Thus the journalists failed to receive
the answer to this question from the Pro-
curator either and these testimonies seem
to be the result of collective auditory ha-
llucinations. 5

He never mentioned the fact that the
armed persons seen on the previous day

- did not belong to National-Democratic Pa-

rty Guard though it was the Guard of
J.Joseliani that suspected them not to be
National-Democratic Party Guard. Ne-
ither was it defined whether investigation
tried to find out the owners of white "Me-
rcedes” and "Gaz-24" cars, as well as the
identity of the stranger with beard who
was seen by some witnesses near the red
"Zaporozhets" car. It was such "absen-
tmindedness" of the investigation that pro-
vided the lawyers with all reasons to claim
that the case was not investigated, other
possible versions with evident indicative
signs were not studied. It is noteworthy,
that part of these testimonies were given
at that stage of investigation when the
case was investigated by Information Int-
elligence Service.

It naturally invites the question could
not it be so that this institution had found
out some facts the traces of which is
trying to hide the Prosecutor’s office?

All this evokes suspicion that both inv-
estigation and the Court were biased and
that is why the most competent Interna-
tional Organization demand new invest-
igation of the case and providing just trial.
But Shevardnadze’s servants of Law have
ready answer to this t00: they believe that
these International Organizations thems-
elves are biased since they represent the
interested party.

How was Killed Vakhtang
Goksadze

On September 30, 1992 the Prime Mi-
nister of the State ,ﬁCopncil Tengiz Sigua
announced by that terrorist group was
arrested in Kvareli Wood among the me-
mbers of which was a teacher of mathe-
matics and promised to inform the society
about the identity of this man later. The
family of Vakhtang Goksadze learned ab-
out his arrest on August 31, 1992 when
the flat of Vakhtang Goksadze was sea-
rched under the leadership of the chief
of Didube district police. At the moment
of search the wife of Vakhtang Goksadze
Mrs. Leila G.Taktakishvili was in her of-
fice and thus the search was carried out
in the presence of elderly mother, 12 year
old daughter and two witnesses. Accor-
ding to them the search was warranted,
the policemen were not aggressive, and
nothing suspicious was found in the flat.
They took away only Vakhtang Goks-
adze’s military card and three manuscr-
ipts to compare the handwriting.

On September 1 information TV pro-
gram "Matsne"(in morning and evening
round-ups) showed V.Goksadze who was
subjected to teleinterrogation by the TV
correspondent Zurab Kvitashvili who led
it in his usual manner. It was evident that
the prisoner was under the pressure, he
was looking like alive corpse, his teeth
were broken, he could hardly speak and
often involuntarily used to take hand to
his mouth.

On the same day at 4.00 p.m. the
Prosecutor’s Office investigator Badashv-
ili visited Goksadze"s flat. He asked L.Ta-
ktakishvili to go with him to give testim-
onies. On their way to the Prosecutor’s
Office and then at the Procurator’s Office
he was ostentatiously polite. He informed
L.Taktakishvili that in the morning or on
September 1 he was in Kvareli and in-
terrogated her husband. When he was
saying this he was holding a written sheet
of paper in his hands which he later put
aside. L.Taktakishvili did not recognize
the handwriting and she asked the inv-
estigator: "Is my husband so severely be-
aten that he was not even able to write
himself his testimonies?" Badashvili ha-
stily put the paper into the file folder and
left the question without the answer.

On the request of the investigator L.Ta-
ktakishvili wrote the characteristic of her
husband, but only later did she realized
that the whole conversation was led in

past tense "Vakhta

ge ked Badashval if e -
e asked Badashvii if Ler-husbang ne.
eded anything 8¢ al-re’dcy - Zo o

Kvareli and 100k the me 1)
him. Howeveri gﬁ! mﬁf'ﬁ
it easy, he is not guilty, we shall iny.
estigate everything and will release hip
in three days”. He ordered his subordip.
ates to take L.Taktakishvili home by cy
so that she was in time to see the Ty
program "Matsne at 8 p.m. When sayin
good-bye he said "If you are in need
anything, do not hesitate to contact me’
In fact by this time Vakhtang Gok.
sadze was already dead for a long time
According to the.testimonies of the p.
litical prisoners arrested in Kvareli he ;.
ed in his cell as a result of inhumy
torturing on September 1 at 6 a.m. Afly

mother of her daughter’s school friend o
September 3. She immediately went 1o the
Prosecutor’s office to find out the truth

the investigator Badashvili answered with
surprise: "I do not know anything abou
it. I will make inquiry and inform you'
Then he disappeared for half an hou
Meanwhile L.Taktakishvili tried to get so-
me information from the internal teleph.
one of the Prosecutor’s Office, but in an-
swer she heard that they did not know
anything. Half an hour later anp-- |
Badashvili who with a tragic face declaref
that her husband died.

On September 4 Vakhtang Goksad-
ze’s son-in-law and nephew arrived in Kva-
reli to transport the body. When they we-
re dressing the body, the nephew noticed

of Kakheti "Mkhedrioni" Gela Goderdzi-
shvili why the late had those scratches
Goderdzishvili answered that the man ran
away, fell into the ravine and damaged
himself. As it was learned later the Kvarel
physician after he had examined the cor-
pse refiised to give his conclusion. Tha

heart failure. It is noteworthy that in th
death certificate September 2, 1992 i
indicated as the date of death. It wa
seemingly done to justify the nonsens
according to which the man who died 4
6 a.m. on September 1 was interrogated
by the investigator three hours later at}

vided by the relatives the late did nol
ave a single tooth unbroken, his palms
were black from beating, one eye was he-
avily bruised, hair was completely tom
out, clavicle was broken and penetratcd
the throat. The corpse was subjected 0
the autopsy but was not embalmed, the
process of decay was on and even n¢
ighbors could not stay at home becaust
of the unbearable odor.

Vakhtang Goksadze was buried on S|
ptember 8, 1992. The scared family (o]
a long time did not dare to say anythin
about this terrible death. They kept si
ence when they received Notice signed
by D.Jinjolava, an investigator of the sp
cially important cases at the Prosecutor
Office which said that "The case again
Vakhtang I.Goksadze was closed on Dt
cember 9, 1992 because of his death by
sing on Issue 8 of Article 5 of the Crimini
Code of the Republic of Georgit
(09.12.92 #19-809-92).

After the beginning of Court ftrial
the so-called "Kvareli Wood Case" wht
it became evident that the unjust inve
tigation would be followed by similar]
unjust verdict, L.Taktakishvili made a cli
im to the Prosecutor’s Office and dem
anded to bring a charge about the inV
stigation the causes of her husband’s &¢
ath.

After completion of "Kvareli Wood C#
se” Court trial L.Taktakishvili this fim
with the petition of the All-Georgia 1Y
man Rights Association again appealed !
the Prosecutor’s Office with the same re()
uest in answer to which the Presiden!
the Association G.Kervalishvili receiv]
even mor€ obscure answer: "In answer
you Appeal of July 1, 1993 with encls
Statement of the citizen L.Taktakishi
concerning the circumstances of the ¢ 4
of her husband Vakhtang Goksadze ¥
are informing you that we have demar &/
the materials from the Kvareli region "
secutor’s Office, and once they are s
died we shall make decision envisaged
the Law. Of the results you will be i’
ormed later"). ;

The Document (#19-801-93) is st
ned by A.Baluashvili.

Thus, the Prosecutor’s Office of ™
Republic is for about two years study!
the materials related to the Case of V-0!
ksadze’s death but sc far has not c0
to any conclusions.
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