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Georgian Helsinki
Union Address

To the Pebples and the
Governments of the World.

In order to strengthen its military and
strategic positions in the Caucasus,
., Russia’s imperial government has
drowned the heroic people of ‘the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria in blood.
As a result of Russia’s barbaric
military aggression 18.000 peaceful
citizens have already been killed.
Hundreds of thousand are left without a
shelter, the city of Grozny is totally
destroyed. The war is being waged
against enfire Chechen population which
is nothing but a purposeful genocide.
Proceeding from the UN Charter,
International Pact on Civil and Political
Rights, Final Act of Helsinki Summit,

main Provisions of the Declaration on the .

Granting of Independence to Colonial

Countries and Peoples.
W address you, the Peoples and

Governments of the Civilized World: not
10 allow the hicroic Chechen People and
their much suffered motherland to
become a prey of bloodthirsty Russian
regime, to recognize the independence
declared on November 2, 1991, by the
popularly elected Parliament of the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria, do not
disregard universally acknowledged
principles on the Rights of Nations.
Taking into account that the inde-
pendence of the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria was declared proceeding fromy
the will of the Chechen People expressed
at the Parliamentary and Presidential
elections. of October 27, 1991, i.e. right
after the USSR’s desintegration, while
Russia was not acknowledged yet as a
subject of International law and taking
into consideration in any plebiscite or
elections held by Russia’s federal
government nor has -the Chechen
government signed federal treaty,
therefore the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria is an independent state, and its
recognition by no means is infringement
upon Russia’s territorial integrity.

We should like to, remind you that
Georgia’s legal Parliament in exile, (for
the restoration of which the Georgian
people have been struggling for 3 years)
recognized the independence .of the
Chechen Republic de jure, at the
supreme Council session, held in Grozny,
on March 13, 1992.

As for the Head of Georgia’s

. occupational, puppet regime. Eduard
Shevardnadze, turned Georgia into
Russia’s miiitary and strategic base from
where forceful aggression against the
Chechen Republic is carried out.
Georgia’s airports are used by Russian
Air Forces to bomb the Chechen cities.

Actually Shevardnadze’s regime is a part
of Russia’s aggressive imperial policy.
We appeal to you to make an objective

evaluation of the events and take a just
decision and recognize state inde-
pendence of the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria for the restoration of peace in
the Caucasus.

Georgia’s Helsinki Umon

Thilisi

January 20, 1995.

Trial continues...

At the Court session of January 10,
on the "Case of Zviad Gamsakhurdia and
his supporter’s” the Court Collegium,
headed by Mirza Dolidze, refuted lawyer
G.Mosesiani’s solicitation.

None of the 37 paragraphs of the
solicitation were met.

At the session of January 11, lawyer
Konstantinidi was forbidden to put
forward solicitation on chailenge of the
Court Collegium composition. The
chairman declared that the lawyer did
not present the issue on time and
therefore the solicitation would be put on
agenda at the next session, although
Konstantinidi had notified the collegium
the day before. Nor was discussed lawyer
Mosesiani’s solicitation on further
investigation of the case. The lawyers
declared that no motive was given by the
Court for the refusal.

The solicitation on issuing additional
subpoena .and requesting additional
material was, rejected as well.

It should be pointed out that the Court
has not made public the accused Omar
Kochlamazashvili's evidence.

At the end of the session, the
Procurator Kakha Koberidze asked for
15 days to prepare the indictment and
the Court session was adjourned till
January 30.

Thus, the ‘trial with its constant
violations of law and rights of the accused
as well as total disregard for elementary
norms is eventually coming to an end...

Nino Chechelashvili.

Politprisoner
Badri Okropiridze

Badri A.Okropiridze was born in
Thilisi, on February 28, 1963 After eight
years of secondary education he
graduated technical college. In 1981-83
he served in. thé Army. Has a wife and
two children. Was detained in Kvareli on
September 1

I, Badri Okropiridze came to Kvareli
together with my friends on August 22,
1992 1o conduct informative rallies in the
Kakheu region and unmask the illegal

activities of the Shevardnadze junta and .
its supporters. We intended to inform
people on the dispersion of peaceful

* rallies in Tbilisi, maltreatment of the West

Georgia’s population and other atrocitics
carried out by the Satan’s faithful
servitors.

Being aware that E.Shevardnadze and
his advocates were the Kremlin agents

pushing Georgia into the abyss, we had

to put up all-out resistance against them
as the Georgian nation was facing the
threat of economic and physical
destruction. The process is evident today.
Unfortunately, 'we failed as
Shevardnadze’s mafia misinformed the
population that allegedly Chechen had
arrived in Kvareli to terrorize the region.
For this reason it became impossible for
us to remain in the city and we left [or
Vaziani forest, near Kvareli. Population
of the region, terrorized by the
"MKHEDRIONTI", avoided contacts with
us. Our sympathizers tried in vain to
convince them that we were President’s
supporters and meant no harm. On
August 31, we decided to leave the
territory, being warned that the roids
were blocked. We came out of the forcst
and headed towards the high-road,
where we came upon the Police and
“Mkhedrioni”. They started shooting. To
avoid bloodshed, we went back into the
forest and divided into small groups to
find a way out.

On September 1, 1992 I, together
with a friend, was arrested and taken (o
Kvareli Police Department.’ T was beaten
severely there, mainly with machine-gun
butts and other heavy objects. Before
taking me into my cell, they let me look
info the cell next to mine. Whom I was
lying there was Vakhtang Gogsadze, with
blood running over his face. He could
hardly breath. In fact he was wheezing.

1 heard him groaning all night long. On

September 2, approximately at 5.30 a.r.
someone shouted: "A man has died
somebody call .a doctor”. When the
doctor arrived and went into the cell, it
was too late. Gogsadze was dead. Later,
I 'saw the body with. marks of torture all
over it. Even the corridor walls were
smeared with his blood.

In the morning of the same day, I was
taken to Kvareli Police Chiel’s office.
Tengiz Kitovani, Roman Gotsiridze and
others were present.
seeing me, swore and shouted: "It’s you
again, you, chronic Zviadist. SOB".
Turning to others he said that I deserved
the capital punishment, as it was not the
first time he saw me detaincd. Roman
Gotsiridze hit me on the head, saying
that how many times did they have to
release me. On which I said that as long
as the bloody junta ruled the country and
people were being arrested and killed just
for expressing their ideas I would stay in
the opposition.

Afterwards, I was ordered to show
them the place ‘of our camping in the
forest. I told them there was not a soul

_ there. Nevertheless, they pushed me into.

an armoured carrier, beating me and
saying at that, that they were going to
use me as a shield in case somebody was
there. We entered the forest which was
deserted of course. They put a TV
camera into motion and started
questioning me. I'said thatwe had arrived
here to conduct information rallies and
the reason for our hawing arms was that
we had to protect the population and
ourselves somehow, from these killers.
'They -wanted to know if the President
was in the know. I told them I knew
nothing about it as we had no contact

T.Kitovani, on .

with the President. The filming went on
for about 40 minutes. Once in a while
they would pretend there was someone
in the forest and order me to lower my
voice. They also collected our clothes and
other objects together and filmed them
~too. But they seemed dissatisfied and
asked the camera man, how the things
were going. He responded with four-
letter-words and said that he had
expected more, but never to mind, as he
would do his best and make it work.

Once again I was pushed into the car
and brought to Kvareli Police Department
where they continued to work on me.

When I was transferred to Thilisi
Investigation Centre #1, they put me into
the so-called "Stoolies’ block” popularly
known as "Shevardnadze’s block" as well.
1 was repeatedly beaten and tortured
there and (orced to confess to a crime.

At the investigator’s office I was
"greeted by A.Baluashvili with the
following words: "You, stubborn thing,
why won’t you sign what we want you to
sign. We will make you 'at the end". I
repeated that 1 knew nothing, had done
nothing and had nothing to confess to.
How he reacted waé: "We will see. Just
Jyou wait". That same night I was brought
‘out of the cell and tortured.

My lips bled from blows. They kept

putting a heated, sharp iron onto my

shoulder and wouldn’t let me alone until
I agreed to' sign their papers. I tried to
cut my wrists that night but the boys in
the cell stopped me, saying that if I
wanted to make the truth public, I had
to do what they told me to do and try to
survive. And then, when in Court, I would
be able to tell everything. People would
understand and forgive. That is exactly
what I did at last.

The next day, at the investigator’s
office I told Djindzolava that if they did
not transfer me from that cell T would kill
myself. My request was met.

I have -not betrayed President
Gamsakhurdia and. the National
Movement. Let them show on TV what
they have recorded in the forest and not
the five-minute fake they used to
discredit me. LY

I wili always remain faithful to my
motherland and President.

‘God bless those who strive for
Georgian's better future.

' Badri Okropiridze
("Shoshia™) 29.06. 1993

i

" "Everyone was Well
Aware of Everything"

Stated one of the leaders of the
National-Liberating Front (NLF) of
Georgia Tengiz Sigua at the press-
conference held in the hall of Society
"Tsodna" on January 17, 1995

He said that the main goal calling this

press-conference was to t¢l¥the
the truth about
misinformation, W u‘h {;’fo’?
‘by mass med{d
authorities. :

Sigua clarified the objecls pursued by
the NLF in its action of January 13, 1995:
"Peaceful way of solving Abkhazian prob-
lem reached a deadlock. Georgian people
said good-bye to all hopes of peaceful
resolution of the conflict.

Declarations and statement of the UN
remain on paper and no actual changes
are to be seen. The hopes were lost after
fruitless Geneva negotiations.

Process of repatriation of Georgian
réfugees to Abkazia is stopped from
November 17 - continued twofold ex
Prime Minister. - Abkhazian party ceased
handing out even those insulting for us

-questionnaires. Actually so far only 104
families were returned to Abkhazia. All
this is indicative of inevitable failure of
the peaceful process. The authorities of
Georgia are trying 10 make Georgian
people 10 forget Abkhazian problem just
‘as it happened with Samachablo problem.

Sigua reminded about DPagomis
Agreement on settlement Georgian-
Ossetian conflict and emphasized that
then also were similar promises from the
authorities. (He seems to forget, that
Dagomis Agreement of June 24, 1992 was
signed by the unlawful authorggies of
Georgia the Prime Minister of which was
Mr. Sigua  himself). He believes that the
military way is the only. way to return
what was forcibly taken.

"Irrespective of the fact that we on the
whole support the idea of military solving
of this problem, this very action was not
aimed at unleashing of war actions on the

iety
me[ e

-termory of Abkhazia - claims Sigua. -
‘We intended to- arrive to Senaki,

strengthen there our military formations
and wait for the moment when the
authorities at last will guess that the
peaceful negotiations only would never
solve the problem of Abkhazia."

As Mr. Tengiz Sigua states 1400 men
were participating in this action. As for
the arms the authorities themselves
admitted that only 20 sub-machine guns
were found in detained buses. b,

When agked whether the Head of the
State was informed about the action of
NLF Mr. Sigua answered that the security
was informed about it on January 12.
Mr.Avtandil lToseliani and Mr. Jimi
Mikeladze visited the headquarters of
NLF and promised them to inform about
everything Mr. Eduard Shevardnadze
and bring his answer to the NLE. How-
ever they did not hear from the
authorities at all. Some MP-s and fepre-
sentatives of various official bodies visited
them and expressed their verbal support
right before the beginning of the action.
"Thus everybody was well aware of
everything” - concluded Tengiz Sigua.

Nugzar Tsiklauri

Dear reader
Your opinion is very valuable for
the further progress and
- development of our newspaper.

All your kind wishes, criticism or
proposals will be gladly considered.

3033560 GIRJIBMGN MNSTSG TJd3OIR04I
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TAMAR EBRALIDZE
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