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True Georgia Supports
"Chechenia

Georgia’s political and social
organizations - Helsinki Union, Ibero -
Caucasian Movement, Georgianian
Movement, National Conservative Party,
League of Patriots, University Society,
Technical University Society - scnt a
letter of support to the President and
Government of the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria in which they condemned
Russia’s aggression against the inde-
pendent Chechen Republic and
expressed their solidarity with the heroic
Chechen people in their struggle.

The letter was made public both on
T.V. and a rally held in Grozny. At the
same time, rally participants were
informed that Chechenia surrounded
from three sides by Russia, had been
blocked from Georgian side as well,
where Russian troops had been stationed
on Shevardnadze's order.

At the press - conference held on
December 15, President Jokhar Dudaev
pointed out that true Georgia supported
Chechen people’s striving for freedom.
He declared that he would never give up
his struggle against the invaders.

The 3 rd Republican Conference of
the Helsinki Union held in Tbilisi on
December 18, adopted a document
expressing its support to the Chechen
people.

On December 19, at 1. p.m. a protest
rally was held on the initiative of the
above-mentioned political organizations
in front of the Russian Embassy. The rally
participants demanded from the Russian
government to stop aggression against in-
dependent Chechen Republic and remove
the occupational troops from Georgia and
the entire Caucasus. The action was
brutally broken up by the Embassy
guards armed with "Kalashnikoys” and
the police. They assaulted rally
participants, both physically and verbally
and threatecned foreign journalists
attending the rally. Two students, Irakli
Patsuria and Revaz Kakulia were
arrested. They were taken first to the
police department and then to the city
police isolation cell.

The US Embassy and foreign
information services were informed about
the fact.

Demands of Giorgi
Kervalishvili,
President of the All
Geogian Association of
Human Rights

(was on hunger strike from October
16 - November 3. 1994. Later 15
members of a protest sit-in joined him).

We demand:

1. The arrival of International ob-
servers and experts in Georgia (UN
Human Rights Committee, European
Council experts, representatives of both
governmental and non-gevernnental
International organizations on Human
Rights) for fixing their attention on
methodic brazen violation of human
rights.

2.An end to be put to mass violations
of elementary human rights;

a) the realease of all political
prisoners;

b) the presence of international ob-
servers at the trials of political prisoners;

¢) an end to be put 10 tortures of polit-
prisoners and ordinary citizens in
preventive detention and isolation cells;
legal norms and acts adopted by the UNO
to be observed in regard with any
prisoner.

d) the abolition of any legislative act
which is not in accordance with the norms
of International Law:

1. Thilisi Municipality resolution on
regulations regarding rallies and
demonstrations;

2. Georgian Criminal Code to be in
accordance with International Agreement
on Ceivil and Political Rights.

e) an end 1o be put to all kinds of
oppressions, persecusions  and
discriminations for political beliefs;

f) an end to be put to brutal
dispersions of peaceful rallies and
demonstrations;

g) freedom of press, liberation of mass
media (T.V., radio) from state dictat;

h) time on T.V, to be given to
government in exile and the repre-
sentatives of opposition;

i) the Republic’'s "law enforcement
bodies”, (Procurator’s office, Supreme
Court, Security and Internal Affairs
Ministries) to observe "Helsinki Watch"
and other international organigations
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recomendations and regulations;

j) protection of elementary social
rights of the citizens;

k) abolition of capital punishment;

3) the 1991-92 military coup,
instigated by Russia, the Russian-
Georgian so-called Big Agreement and
Georgia’s incorporation into CIS 10 be
evaluated as Georgia's actual occupation
and anncxation.

Russian Army, as an alien force 1o be
given the occupational status and to leave
Georgia’s territory; :

4) anti-human policy carried out by
the factual gevernment having come to
power on January 6, 1992, to be
evaluated as the genocide of Georgia's
population (shooting of rallics and
demonstrations, punitive campaigns
against Samegrelo and other regions,
exposing population to mortal danger,
economic sabotage and others.);

5) the Georgian state jurisdiction to
be restored in Samachablo and Abkhazia,
which will become guaranter of peaceful
return of the refugees;’

6) establishment of true political
pluralism in our country.

7) communist, dictatorial methods of
administration to be rejected once and
forever. True, instead of today’s pseudo-
democracy to be established, exercisings
of political rights to be guaranteed.

This will enable us to form and
develope an open and civilized society.

The action is being carried out under
the aegis of the Georgian Association of
Human Rights

Press Service.

In the Absence of the
Accused

The Judge Mirza Dolidze might easily
be included into the Guiness Book of
Records as the conductor of an
unprecedented trial in the absence of the
accused, lawyers and somectimes a
procurator....

Regulations enacted by the Court
Collegium are being violated once again
at the "Case of Zviad Gamsakhurdia and
his supporters "court sessions. 5

The regulations envisage the
cxamination of the accused first and then
of the witnesses.

As the reader is already informed, ihe
Collcgium stopped the interrogation of
the accused on October 25, and the
hearings of the witnesses and the victims
started, under the pretext that "the
witnesses won’t be able to arrive from the
regions in winter." Winter came; and on
November 30, the Court Collegium
changed its previous decision.
Interrogation of witnesses ended and the
court reassumed the examination of the
accused.

The accused Ivane Lashkarashvili,
Givi Kalmakhelidze, Beso Bochoradzc
and Mamuka Danelia were ¢xamined.
Before giving evidence, B.Bochoradze
asked for a 15 minute consultation with
his lawyer Babunashvili who since August
26, i.c. for four months, had not been
attending the court sessions. The Judge
M.Dolidze responded to this request with
the following remark: "the Court has
discussed the matter regarding you and
your lawyer and has come to the decision
that the session will continue without your
lawger."

Thus, the Court came to the decision
ﬂ'l)ﬂt B.Bochoradze did not need a lawyer
()

In connecction with the fact, lawyers,
including the ones taking partin the court
sessions, shrug their shoulders and
declare that nothing of the kind has ever
happened in the juridical practice. Whole
series of decisions taken by the Judge are
regarded unprecedented as well: decla-
ration of the trial as "abnormal” and
violation of a number of procedure norms
on that ground, namely: conducting the
trial in the absence of the accused and
their lawyers, depriving the accused the
right to defence, disregard for solicitation
elc,point 1o the brazen violation of laws
in force and all Tnternational norms.

*kk

The accused Omar Kochlamazishvili
was relieved fora month from court
sessions for illness on September 16. It's

alrecady two months that Kochlamazishvili
demands his return to the trial, but the
Collegium has done nothing for obtaining
medical certificate on Kochlamazishvili’s
health condition. Thus, under the pretext
of the vaguencss of Kochlamazishvili's
condition the latter is deprived the right
to attend the trial. His lawyer D
Baghaturia refuses to appear at the Court
in the absence of his defendant. All this
has not discouraged the Judge. Dolidze
from trying Kochlamazishvili's case. His
so-called accomplices and witnesses are
already examined. It might be stated that
thanks to the all-out efforts of the Judge
M.Dolidze this trial ‘will go down in the
history of jurisdiction. ’

k k%

In the previous issue, we informed the
reader about the fact that the lawyer Yuza
Jghamadze, participant of the trial on the
"Case of Gamsakhurdia and his
supporters’, had sued the Collegium for
his illegal dismissal from the Collegium of
Lawyers. It must be noted that it's the
second case of a lawyer’s dismissal from
the job since Tengiz Nizharadze, the
| defender of Zaza Tsiklauri and Viktor

Domukhovski has been dismissed from the
Collegium.

On December 2, Tbilisi Mtatsminda
Region Court was to hear the case. Which
was adjourncd. The lewyers believe that
this case will drag on, as the Collegium
won’t have 1. Jghamadze restored in his
functions till the Court decision on "Case
of Gamsakhurdia and his supporters” is
reached. This seems likely, as
Jghamadze's restoration in his rights will

restoration on the agenda, as a result of
which both lawyers will reassume their
functions. Such turn of events does not
suit the persons concerned. As it scems,
Mtatsminda Region ‘Court will turn to
Jghamadze's claim after the end of the
“Main Case".

Nino Chechelashvili.

Political prisoner
David Talashvili

David G.Talashvili was born on
January 15, 1962, in the village of
Gavazi, Kvareli Region. He finished
school in 1979. Served in the army for
iwo years. Worked as a farm machine
operator. Is married and has two children.

He took part in the defence of
Samachablo’s Georgian population.
Before the detention, September 11,
1992, he was subjected to persecution as
the supporter of the legal government and
President.

On September 2, 1992, his 6 months
pregnant wife and his father were
arrested. The montent he learnt about
their detention he came to Kvareli Police
Department. Having undergone severe
stress his wife lost her baby. Several days
later after his arrest he was transierred
to Thilisi Department of Internal Affairs,
were he was brutally treated, till he was
taken to the Isolation cell on September
23. According to* the Criminal Code of
the Republic of Georgia he was charged
with banditry (article 78), terroristic
activity (article 67), sabotage (article 69),
high treason (article 65), illegal keeping
of arms (article 238).

He was sentenced to 12 years of
imprisonment in the ‘strict regime colony
prison and was sent to Ksani Colony
Prison.

At present he serves his time in Thbilisi
Avchala prison.

Evidence given by David
Talashvili at the
hearings of the so-called
"Kvareli Case".

July 20, 1993,
Tbilisi
Supreme Court.

I have given a written as well as an
oral evidence: "in August of 1992, I met
a friend, Givi Joramashwili who asked me
10 help "Kvareli forest boys". We went
there and met them. Then we had a little
lalk; Irakli Dokvadze asked for my

address and telephone number. He wrote

put the matter of T.Nizharadze's.

it down...For two days we provided them
with bread. We haven't seen them since
then. Later, we heard on TV that ihere
was "a gang" in Kvareli forest. I told my
family that it was a lie and that a friend
of minc was there 100.

A week later a rumour reached us that
"the gang" had been arrested in Kvarcki.
IHaving heard this, [ went o see my
fricnds in the forest and asked them fo
leave immediately, as somthing might have
happened.

They listened 1o me and decided to
leave the place. Shooting started while
they were leaving: The force was brought
into Kvareli, so I could, not leave the city
either.

The next day I returned home-to find
out that all were arrested and went down
10 the police department to find out what
had happened. I was told that my address
and phone number had been found in
Dokvadze's pocket book. So, I was
detained. In the cell, Nodar Kirkitadze, (
the head of "Mkhedrioni” Kvareli Region
Department -edit) told me I was a Zviadist
bastard. I was beaten severly by the
"Mkhedrioni" and then taken 1o the police
chief and examined. Later, 1 was
transfered to Preventive - detention cell
in Tbilisi. In the office of David Zeikidze
(Tbilisi Police Chiell - edit). T was insulted
once again. There were Anzor Baluashvili
(head of the group investigating the "Case
of Zviad Gamsakhurdia and his
supporters™.) and two other persons. My
hands were tied with a telephone cord
and I was given a brutal beating. Nobody
responded to my shouts.

On September 17, they started to
"work” on me. There was.a man who
introduced himself as my lawyer. They
beat me with truncheons, saying: "Your
life is in our hands". (an officer on duty
said 'later, he was amazed at my
endurance.)....Then I was taken upstairs
to the gym and hung by a leg for ten
minutes. They brought Gedi Gelbakhiani
in and asked me if 1 knew him. I said 1
didn't. Then I was asked if I knew his son
Petre Gelbakhiani. 1 said T didn’t know
him either. Gelbakhiani was tortured in
my presens. To stop his torture I cried
out that I knew him. They wrote down
something which Gedi Gelbakhiani
signed. I didn’t sign anything. Afterwards
they tied me on to the chair and Zaza
Khizanishvili (he probably is a hired
murderer - edit) started to hit my feet
soles. T didn’t even know who he was, but
the inspector summoned him and paid i
my presence. They warned me 1o keep
sifent about the fact or they would make
the things worse for me. After I was
transferred to prison and interrogated, 1
told them that whatever they wrote 1
wouldn't sign it. Gedi Gelbakhiani, Anzor
Baluashvili and others were present at my
interrogation. Gedi was severely beaten.
Baluashvili threatened to torture
Gelbakhiani in case 1 didn’t sign the
papers. That's why I signed them at last.
But later, I learnt that Gedi Gelbakhiani
was beaten all the same. If an educated
man like professor Gelbakhiani had
undergon¢ such brutal treatment who
would have spared us. Our sole thought
was 1o survive somehow and appear in the
court.

I'd like to repeat Baluashvili's words
spoken to me and Gedi: "You will
degenerate Georgia if given a chance. I'll
go to my Isracl, my fatherland, but won’t
fet you have this country either”; to which
Gedi replied: "You are free to do whatever
you pleasc with your own fatherland”

I'm accused of providing bread for
"Kvareli boys" and co-operation with Gedi
Gelbakhiani.

Now, I'm ready to answer any
question. But first, I'd like to mention the
fact that the Police in Kvareli detained
my wife (6 months pregnant) and father.
They kept them there for 11 days. My
wife lost the baby. This is all I wanted to
say. ;

Cross-cxamination :

lawyer Marina Bakradze: What's the
name of the lawyer you mentioned.

Talashvili - Nodar Deisadze....the
lawyer told me he couldn’t act as a witness
in court...

The judge: Check the signatures. 'vol
v, 18, IX.

Interrogation protocol.

. Talashvili: The signatures are not

mine.

The judge: It is signed by lawyer
Deisadze.

Accused Valter Ochigava: When
Deisadze came to see me Talashvili asked
him if he was present when the protocol
was being signed. Deisadze said he was
not. Talashvili told him he would have to
come to the trial and say so. Daisadze
refused to do so.

Lawyers: Is this your signature?

Talashvili - Noj; it is not.

Lawyer Kiria - You deny everything.
Maybe you can say something about your
accusation, which reads: "Domukhovski,
Kvantaliani, Dokvadze...Sabotage in
Kvareli”

Talashvili - I have nothing to say. I've
never ever met Domukhovski. As for
Ochigava, I have met him in prison.

Lawyer Kiria - Heve you given such
evidence during the preliminary
investigation?

Talashvili - No, T have not.

The judge Tkeshelashvili - Show him
this. Do these signatures belong to you.
(reads the texts) y

Talashvili - No, they do not.

Judge Tkeshelashvili - Volume 7,
(reads the solicitation)

1lia Nanobashvili, the lawyer.

Talashvili - I have never written any-
thing like that. T don’t even know who
Nanobashvili is. . ;

Lawyer - Is this your signature?

Talashvili - No. None are.

The judge - Has the investigator
shown you the case materials? :

Talashvili - No.

The judge - Have you signed any
document during the preliminary
investigation?

Talashvili - No, never. I have never
even been asked to.

( Documents* are being checbed.
Talashvili refuses to acbnowledge the
signatures as his).

Revolution devours its
own children

Assassinations and terroristic acts
against the Tbilisi putsch heroes began
back in 1992. First such act was carried
out against Tamaz Kurashvili,
‘Mkhedrioni” member and a close
associate of Jaba Ioseliani, who was blown
up in his own car on June 17, in front of
his housc. Next victim was Zaza
Vepkhvadze.

Beginning from 1994, serics of
assassinations have started. Nicoloz
Kekelidze, Karkarashvili's friend and his
deputy when the latter was a Minister of
Defence, was Killed in the explosion in
his own house. Chiel of Traffic Police,
Gia Gulua was shot dead in front of his
house. Besides, for the last three years
many famous and less famous repre-
sentatives of the dirty business fell victims
to the lobby "arm-wrestlings”. Some were
killed during the strect clashes, some were
machinegunned at their houses. Former
President of the National Bank, Demur
Dvalishvili died under suspicious
circumstances. g

It must be noted that none of the
above-mentioned terroristic acts have
been solved. Moreover, it is not even clear
if the investigation is being conducted.

The most recent of the Kkillings was
that of Giorgi Chanturia, shot at the
entrance of his house, in the broad
daylight, in front of several witnesses.

The assassins acted openly, cold-
bloodedly, with the habitual, professional
brutality. Taking into account his
personality, his political stand and the
fact that he, by no means, was opposed
1o the present regime, his murder could
not be classified as an ordinary reprisal.
This act might give a start to a campaign
of terror unleashed in the midst of the
regime as Kirov's murder in 1934 started
the Stalinist purge. If the prognosis turns
out 10 be correct, the whole serrics of
similar acts are to be expected in the near
future, which will turn the spectrum of
political forces in Georgia into
monochrome. Thus, the country has a
grim prospect of being gripped by one
strict hand.

Romanor Saginashvili
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