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SUMMER 1998

NEW WONDERS IN
THE CORNFIELDS

'WITH THE AMAZING happenings of 1990, the crop circle mystery has

gone even

than ever, and the strange p

T in outpacing its investigators. By the end of June, many
more formations had been recorded than in any previous year. New figures
have appeared, quite unlike anything seen before. The circles are bigger

) i with them - i

gence is at work, expressing itself
through ciphers in confields.

In the middle of July the phe- .
nemenon passed all previous

piecemeal development of images over a period of time - have added a new

ingthe . ‘bounds with the appearance of the

now famous Alton Barnes picto-

dimension to cereology. graph, featuring six aligned circles,
Gt two of them ringed and three of
Scientists are converging on the trated within), which include gpetan-  them with strange claw-like append-
subject from all directions. Govern- _gular features. There is also the case - ages. Similar devices appeared with
ment agencies are keenly research- of the sproiiting ring. in May this new circles in the same part of
ing it. Mystics, imaginative people  year a large formation, a circle Wiltshire.
and experts of all kinds are concen-  surrounded by three concentric These novelties seem to have put
trating their minds upon it. Yet the rings, was photographed near De- paid to all mundane explanations.
cause of erop circles still remains vizes. A second photograph was The investigation entered a new
totally unexplained. It has just been * stage when Today (20 July) pub-
announced that the Koestler lished:the first article attempting to
dation, set up by the executors of the interpret the symbols rather than i
late Arthur Koestler for investigating speculating on their cause.Jt quoted
the paranormal, is to offer a prize of B Charles d'Orban of the School of
£5,000 to the person who solves the African and Oriental Studies, Lon-
2 don University, who said that the
The contender for the HBigures of the Alton Barnes pictro-
prize is Dr Terence Meaden, the me- graph looked like ancient Sumerian
teorologist. At a recent scientific script of about 300 BC. The message
conference on crop circles (see”

problem is essentially solved. Crop 's weather expert, Phili
circles, he states, are caused by a Eden, also had no difficulty in
lﬁlnlw\eﬂchnwhme ‘the symbols, for he saw
characteristics can be scientifically them every day on weather charts.
described. . “Whosoever or whatever drew these
This theary is rejected by most taken days later. It showed thata. patterns certainly knows about
other cereologists, and it has been wmﬂ‘u ogy”, he conch
considerably strained by the events added to the pattern. With On 22 July the Sunday Mirror ‘
of this year. A formidable these and other marvels, it is not ammmmm
has been offered to the prising perienced -~ £10,000 to the solver of thecircle |
gists by the app of a series of logists have been driven to mystery. Archie Roy and Terence
‘pictographs’ (ds and illus- conclude that some form of intelli- Meaden are the judges. )

INSIDE: EDITORIAL NOTES / PICTOGRAPHS: THE 1990 SENSATION / DOWSING / THE BACKGROUND

TO 1990 THE W FACTOR / THE

IN THE CORNFIELDS / FOLKLORE |

OXFORD CONFERENCE / MERCURIUS |
THE WANDSDYKE WATCH / EXPLAINERS / A FORTEAN WRITES / REVIEWS / ANNOUNCEMENTS |
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