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An online petition calling on Georgia not to participate in the 2014 Winter
Olympics in Sochi, Russia, has been launched by the NGOs Transparency
International - Georgia and Fair Elections. It has been signed by more than
10,000 citizens.

The petition is addressed to Prime Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili, National Olympic Committee
President Leri Khabelov and Minister of Sport Levan Kipiani, and its organisers say that the government
will have to take into account the opinion of the majority of citizens.

The petition states that Georgia’s participation in the Olympics is not appropriate because Russia
has systematically broken the Russia-Georgia war ceasefire agreement of August 12, 2008 by continuing
to move the occupation line forward.
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in the Sochi Olympics?
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The relationship between the inhabitants of Khaishi, in Mestia
municipality, and the government is considerable strained. The
construction of the 720 megawatt Khudoni hydroelectric power
station in the village has provoked widespread anger.
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By LELA TSINTSADZE, GT

An online petition calling
on Georgia not to partici-
pate in the 2014 Winter
Olympics in Sochi, Russia,
has been launched by the
NGOs Transparency

International - Georgia and
Fair Elections. It has been
signed by more than 10,000
citizens.

The petition is addressed to
Prime Minister Bidzina Ivanish-
vili, National Olympic Commit-
tee President Leri Khabelov and
Minister of Sport Levan Kipia-
ni, and its organisers say that the
government will have to take
into account the opinion of the
majority of citizens.

The petition states that Geor-
gia’s participation in the Olym-
pics is not appropriate because
Russia has systematically broken
the Russia-Georgia war ceasefire
agreement of August 12, 2008
by continuing to move the oc-
cupation line forward.

“We would like to appeal to
the government and Olympic
Committee to change their de-
cision to participate in the So-
chi Olympics. During the last few
months, most of the population
along the de facto border have
been prevented from accessing
agricultural land and water as a
result of the occupation force’s

Will Georgia
Participate in the
Sochi Olympics?

activities,” says the petition.
The organisers add that the

Russian government is trying to
make the locals flee their villag-
es and that Georgia has been fur-
ther humiliated by the Russian
president’s decision to allow a
so-called “hero of the 2008

war”, pilot Ivan Nichaev, to car-
ry the Olympic Flame. “Taking
all these factors into consider-
ation, we reckon that renounc-
ing participation in the Olym-
pics is the appropriate response
to Russia’s refusal to meet its
obligations and international
standards. We appeal to the gov-
ernment to thus express our pro-
test against these actions, which
damage Georgian sovereignty”,
they say, adding that Georgia’s
refusal to participate will send a
message to the international
community that Georgia will
never accept its occupation.

The Georgian National
Olympic Committee and the
Government of Georgia hope
that Russia will act in an appro-
priate way so that Georgia will
not have to review its decision
to participate. Paata Zakareish-
vili, State Minister for Reinte-
gration, has said that Georgia
refusing to participate in the
Olympics because someone is
carrying a torch is inadmissible.

“This petition must not in-
fluence the government’s deci-
sion. There are some issues on

which the government knows
better than the public what is
happening but cannot reveal ev-
erything. I respect this petition’s
supporters, as they would like to
show the world how much pres-
sure the Georgian government is
being put under by Russia and
civil society. I understand and
sympathise with them, but think
that refusing to participate in the
Olympics is inadmissible”, stat-
ed Zakareishvili.

Irakli Sesiashvili, Head of the
Security Committee, stated that
the government will take a deci-
sion about participation based on
public and national interest.

“The government should
analyse the situation, listen to
the public and look at the issue
from both sides. It is our respon-
sibility. We will study, listen and
take the decision which will re-
flect public demand”, he said.

Analyst Mamuka Areshidze
said that Georgian athletes will
not refuse to participate in the
Games unless they are politicised
and suggested that, as the selec-
tion of Ivan Nichaev to carry
the Olympic Flame is part of the
issue, Georgia should find the pi-
lot who damaged Nichaev’s plane
during the war and make him part
of the Georgian Olympic dele-
gation.

“This will serve as an answer.
The Russian side cannot gain
anything from appointing this
man. Georgia also wins nothing
by finding the pilot, but it will
also not lose. Why does Russia
need to do something different?
As it is, it has appointed a fail-
ure to carry the Olympic Torch.
The only thing this man did dur-
ing the war was bring his dam-
aged aircraft back to the air-
field”, Areshidze told The Geor-
gian Times, adding that there is
no need to politicise this issue,
and that despite everything he
thinks Georgia will ultimately
participate in the Sochi Olym-
pics.

Andro Barnovi, Head of the
President’s Administration, has
not confirmed allegations by
former Culture Minister Nika
Rurua that Mikheil Saakashvili,
the President of Georgia, sup-
ported Georgia’s participation in
the Sochi Olympics after the
2008 war.

“I have taken an interest in
this matter, talked to the presi-
dent and our team members and
nobody has confirmed this. I do
not know what information Nika
Rurua has. Our consent to par-
ticipate was given before the war,
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in 2006. If the context changes
after such a decision, our posi-
tion may also change. So I do
not understand where Rurua’s in-
formation comes from”, Bar-
novi noted.

However Rurua is insisting
that Saakashvili did personally
decide that Georgia should take
part. “The Olympic Committee
took the decision and the gov-
ernment decided not to get in-
volved. I am not a foreign af-
fairs specialist, and the decision
of diplomats proved crucial. The
president agreed to Georgia’s
participation, specifically saying
that we should go. He said it was
not pleasant but necessary. To

my mind he was wrong then and
the PM is wrong now, as he
takes the same position,” said
Rurua, who nevertheless added
that the world will react nega-
tively to a Georgian boycott.

The statements of govern-
ment officials imply that Geor-
gia’s participation in the Olym-
pic Games depends on the ac-
tions of Russia. However Russia
does not regard a Georgian boy-
cott of the Olympics as a trage-
dy. Vladimir Zhirinovsky, a Rus-
sian State Duma deputy, believes
that Georgia would be making a
mistake if it refused to partici-
pate, as sport is not an aspect of
foreign policy.

“No one can impose a deci-
sion on us. If anyone boycotts a
sports event only that country
and its athletes will lose. Sport is
not a part of foreign policy, just
as trade, science and art are noth-
ing to do with politics. Thus a
boycott is a sign of weakness”,
said Zhirinovsky.

It seems that neither the
Georgian public nor the Russian
governments are going to change
their positions. Georgia’s partic-
ipation in the Sochi Olympics
will therefore depend on where
the Government of Georgia per-
ceives the national interest to
lie when faced with these two
immovable forces.

N E W S   See daily news on www.geotimes.ge

HILLARY CLINTON – GEORGIA FACES A VERY
CHALLENGING DILEMMA

Hillary Clinton – Georgia faces a very challenging dilemma I think you’ve got a very
challenging dilemma facing Georgia, the former U.S. secretary of State Hillary Clinton said at
Chatham house, where Sulkhan Khabadze, the member of the Institute asked her question.

Hillary Clinton underscored the progress Georgia has made, in the last, now nearly 20 years.
“I think you’ve got a very challenging dilemma facing Georgia and you have summarized it

well because the progress that Georgia has made, in the last, now nearly 20 years, is quite
remarkable and many of the people who contributed to that progress are currently out of office
and you have a new government that understandably wants to continue the progress and figure
out the best way to do that”, Clinton said.

To Khabadze’s question, what should the government of Georgia do to tackle the obstacle
that is on the way in building democracy, Clinton said that “there is so much riding on how you
navigate through these next months in terms of your stability, in terms of whether or not you can
as you say protect the rule of law, without undermining a lot of the progress that has been made.
That takes a lot of very careful thought that has to be depersonalized. You have to think not of
the people who you believe may have broken laws, but think about the positions that are
currently being held by the new government and whether pursing prior office holders is going to
consolidate democracy or rip the country into a lot of pieces and what I would ask you to do is to
try to avoid personalizing it and instead to try to analyze what would be in the best interests of
Georgia in five, ten, fifteen years. Because for every person, you say, who wants you to do
something, there is a person who thinks it would be very unfortunate if you did, and you have to
sort that out. there is truth in reconsolidation commission models, there are other kinds of
inquiries, that could make things public, so that it would serve the purpose of transparency but
not create the kind of instability and may be even conflict that could undermine the democratic
project in Georgia”, Clinton said.

“Our government is under huge, nearly irresistible pressure from the West, not to arrest the
previous officials or be blamed for the politically motivated persecutions, at the same time, the
government is under pressure from the public to face the justice for the sake of democracy and
rule of law, those responsible to be brought to justice. Madam Clinton, your views are greatly
appreciated and respected in Georgia, I would be really grateful if you could tell us your views
how we should tackle these obstacles that are clearly on our way in building healthier democracy
in Georgia”, Khabadze addressed Hillary Clinton.
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Under the new edition of
the Constitution the
powers of parliament have
grown. Parliament is still
the supreme representative
body which comprises the
legislature and defines the
main directions of domestic
and foreign policy.

The first amendment to
Chapter 3 of the Constitution
(Article 511, Points a - d) con-
cerns the dissolution of parlia-
ment, which is not allowed ex-
cept under circumstances set out
in the Constitution. In particu-
lar, dissolving parliament within
six months of a presidential
election, and within the last six
months of the period of validi-
ty of the powers of the Presi-
dent of Georgia still isn’t al-
lowed, but an exception to this
rule is cases in which parliament
can’t agree on the composition
of a government, and the pro-
cedure for this is specifically
defined.

According to new edition of
the Constitution, the number of
Members of Parliament need-
ed to approve the creation of
an investigative or other tem-
porary commission has been
reduced. This reduction is im-
portant, as it increases the role
of the parliamentary minority.
Now 1/5 rather than ¼ of the
total number of MPs can ap-
prove the creation of such com-
missions (Article 56, Point 2).

The Constitution of 1995
stated that a Member of Parlia-
ment was entitled to address a
question to anybody account-
able to parliament, such as lo-
cal government bodies and city
administrations, and the heads
of the executive bodies of all
administrative levels and of
public institutions and receive
an answer from them. This
norm has changed a little, as
mayors have been withdrawn
from this list because they are
part of local government struc-
tures and can’t be held account-
able before parliament (Article
59, Point 1).

In Article 59, Point 3 of the
new edition of the Constitution
parliament retains the ability to
raise before the Prime Minister
a question concerning the offi-
cial responsibility of a certain
member of the government,
provided a majority of the to-
tal membership requests it, but
the Prime Minister is no longer
obliged to explain to Parliament
why a minister has left office.

The list of people with the
right to convene extraordinary
parliamentary sessions and
meetings has also changed. In
particular, the President no
longer has the right to call ex-
traordinary sessions or meet-

The Parliament of Georgia
according to the new
edition of the Constitution

ited the monitoring functions of
Parliament. If Parliament had
found a bill unacceptable but
was thereby obliged to declare
no confidence in the govern-
ment, the President could have
dissolved Parliament, so Parlia-
ment, in most cases, had to ac-
cept government-initiated draft
laws, which were turned into
votes of confidence. In 2013
Parliament of Georgia reverted
to the previous norm, which
states that the President pre-
sents the composition of the
government and the state pro-
gramme to Parliament and ob-
tains its confidence only when
one third of the membership of
the government, (but not less
than 5 members), has changed.

From all this we can con-
clude that according to the new
wording of the Constitution,
which will enter into force from
the moment the President elect-
ed in October 2013 takes his
oath of office, both the formal
and real roles of the Parliament

ings on his own initiative, but
the government now has (Arti-
cle 61, Point 2).

The new edition of the Con-
stitution of Georgia modifies
the law on impeachment. After
the resignation of the president
is called for under the impeach-
ment procedure, the constitu-
tional court will draw a conclu-
sion on the matter rather than
the Supreme Court, which did
this under the old version. The
constitutional court will con-
firm or otherwise that the ac-
tions of the president were
criminal, or a constitution vio-
lation, and parliament will then
vote directly on the resignation
of the president under the im-
peachment procedure. The new
edition removes what in our
opinion was an absolutely ex-
cessive intermediate procedure,
in which parliament voted on
whether or not to submit the
dismissal of an impeached per-
son to a vote.

To the 65th Article of the
3rd Chapter of the Constitu-
tion a new 11th Point has been
added which obliges the Gov-
ernment of Georgia to obtain
Parliamentary approval for the
ratification, denunciation or
cancellation of an international
treaty or arrangement, although
in cases in which the said trea-
ty : a) grants Georgia member-
ship of an international organi-
sation or intergovernmental
union; b) is military is charac-
ter; c) concerns territorial integ-
rity or national borders; d) is
connected with loans or grant-
ing  credits to the state;  e) de-
mands a change of in national
legislation, a commitment to
implement the necessary laws
and acts which are valid in law
is all that is required. The Prime
Minister must also countersign
any contract signed by the Pres-
ident.

According to new edition of
the Constitution, the President
has no right to introduce legis-
lative initiatives of their own.
Parliament can only consider
bills presented by the govern-
ment (Article 67, Points 1-2).

The number of votes neces-
sary to override a presidential
veto has also changed. If par-
liament doesn’t accept the pres-
ident’s veto of its legislation,
another vote is held on the ini-
tial edition of the draft law. The
draft law will be passed again if
it is supported by more than
half of the total number of
Members of Parliament. An
organic law will be passed if it
is supported by more than half
of all Members of Parliament.
A constitutional law will be
passed if it is supported by at
least three quarters of all Mem-
bers of Parliament. The first
two changes are related to in-

creasing the role of Parliament
and limiting the involvement of
the President in the legislative
process, but the number of
votes necessary to override the
veto of a draft constitutional
law has actually increased, as
according to the Constitutional
Law of 27 December 2011, the
proportion of votes required to
pass a constitutional law has
likewise increased (Constitu-
tion, Article 68).

The 80th Article of the
Constitution refers to the pro-
cedure for forming the govern-
ment. It is noteworthy that the
law adopted has established in
the constitution the formation
of the government by the so-
called “Parliamentary Way”.
Granting confidence in the com-
position of the government is
now uniquely the responsibili-
ty of Parliament, and the par-
ticipation of the President has
become merely formal.

Introducing such a mecha-
nism to the process of forming
a government is, in the opinion
of the Venice Commission, a
“step forward”, however, the
Commission made a number of
remarks concerning the full pro-
cedure for the formation of the
government by a newly elected
Parliament and the timeframes
for expressing a vote of confi-
dence in the composition of the
government, when the authori-
ty of a government is terminat-
ed. The Venice Commission
found it unacceptable that there
is an opportunity to vote on
the same composition of gov-
ernment twice, and withdrawal
this will reduce the time it takes
to form a government and make
the process more transparent.

The core of the constitu-
tional innovations can be pre-
sented in the following way:

· The authority of the gov-
ernment is considered removed
immediately after the granting
of  authority to the newly elect-
ed Parliament (not after the elec-
tion of a new President, as in
the old edition);

· The election subject which
has the greatest presence in the
newly elected Parliament will
provide a candidate for Prime
Minister, who will be formally
nominated for the position by
the President;

· If the powers of the gov-
ernment were terminated for
any other reason than a new
Parliament being elected the
President, nominates for Prime
Minister the candidate pro-
posed by the parliamentary
majority, or if there is none, by
the faction with the largest
number of members;

· If the Parliament does not
approve the government after
two attempts, the President
will propose for approval a

candidature proposed by 2/5 of
the deputies, and only then dis-
solve Parliament. If no motion
of confidence in the government
is given even after this third at-
tempt, the President will call
extraordinary elections.

The Parliament of Georgia
has the right to declare no con-
fidence in the government. In
the new edition of the Consti-
tution the institution of the con-
structive vote of no confidence
is introduced (Article 81). This
is explained in more detail be-
low.

The “Law on changing and
amending the Constitution of
Georgia”, adopted by the Par-
liament of Georgia of 15 Octo-
ber 2010, gave the Prime Min-
ister the power to make the dis-
cussion of a bill in Parliament a
vote of confidence in the gov-
ernment. If Parliament ex-
pressed confidence in the gov-
ernment in this vote, the bill
under discussion was consid-
ered adopted. This change lim-

will increase significantly. The
provisions of the new edition
of the Constitution, which re-
lease Parliament from any pres-
sure from the President con-
cerning organisational and leg-
islative matters, give us the ba-
sis to assert this. No less im-
portant is the fact that the main
source of the birth and contin-
ued existence of the govern-
ment is now Parliament, and the
constructive vote of no confi-
dence must lead to a new un-
derstanding and common stan-
dards developing.

Chairman of the Regional
Centre for the Research and

Promotion of Constitutional-
ism

Avtandil Demetrashvili

Executive Director of the
Regional Centre for the

Research and Promotion of
Constitutionalism

Vakhtang Zhvania

N E W S   See daily news on www.geotimes.ge

MIKHEIL SAAKASHVILI : I NEVER LIKED THE
SOCHI OLYMPIAD, BUT OPEN STATEMENT
ABOUT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN SPITTING INTO
RUSSIA’S FACE

I never liked the Sochi Olympiad, but open statement about it would have been spitting into
Russia’s face - Mikheil Saakashvili I never liked the Sochi Olympiad, but open statement about
it would have been spitting into Russia’s face, President Mikheil Saakashvili told journalists.
According to him, Ivan Nichaev’s selection as one of the torchbearers of the Olympiad was
not accidental and called it political demarche.

Mikheil Saakashvili noted Nechaev was actively bombing Georgia in 2008, though the
Georgian side damaged his plane so that he could hardly land the plane on the Russian-
controlled territory.

‘He was declared as a hero fro killing many people. Apart from Nechaev, there is sadist
Genady Onyshenko, which disapproved Georgian wine a few days ago and he will torture us
again and again’, the President said.

According to him, if he calls on Georgian sportsmen not to take part in the Olympic Games,
it will be a step against the sportsmen, because the decision should be made by the Olympic
Committee. To the journalist’s question why the decision on participation in the Sochi Olympiad
was made under his government, Mikheil Saakashvili said open criticism of the Olympiad might
have become additional pretext for war from the Russian side.

‘Today we are facing occupation and erection of wire fences, and unity should be priority
for us. How can we demand a united position from the international community if we don’t
have united position inside the country’, the President noted.
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On October 17-18, ten days
before the presidential
elections, the Georgian Public
Broadcaster (GPB) will host
live presidential debates. Seven
candidates will participate,
and each will be given equal
time to present their pro-
grammes. The candidates will
be: Giorgi Margvelashvili
(“Kartuli Ocneba” – Georgian
Dream), David Bakradze
(United National Movement),
Koba Davitashvili (Indepen-
dent), Sergo Javakhadze
(Movement for Fair Georgia),
Giorgi Targamadze (Christian
Democrats), Zurab Kharatish-
vili (Independent, the former
head of the Central Election
Commission) and Teimuraz
Mzhavia (People’s Party). It is
not yet clear whether Nino
Burjanadze of Democratic
Movement - United Georgia
will participate. Viewers can
send their questions to the
presidential candidates by
emailing info@gpb.ge (the
website of the Public Broad-
caster).

Since the sixties of the last
century TV debates have been
one of the best ways to assess
presidential candidates in West-
ern countries. They were estab-
lished in the USA, where TV de-

bates between Republican and
Democratic presidential candi-
dates attract 65-70 million view-
ers. They have now become an
unavoidable political ritual for
American voters, who cannot
imagine a candidate refusing to
participate in them, although
there have been examples of this,
notably in 1980 when President
Jimmy Carter refused to take
part in the first TV debate and
went on to lose the election. By
means of these debates a candi-
date connects with voters one-
on-one, and is given the chance
to demonstrate his grasp of the
key issues in the country he wish-
es to lead.

TV debates enable the elec-
torate to compare and contrast
different candidates. But they are
not yet as popular in Georgia as
in the USA. As a rule, these op-
portunities for political one-up-
manship are only interesting to
witty politicians with “the gift of
the gab”, who have presentation
and oratorical skills and a slight
sense of humour. Many politi-
cians and presidential candidates
prefer to give personal speeches

Georgia to Host Presidential TV Debates

rather than debate with stronger
opponents. Therefore presiden-
tial debates do not have great sig-
nificance in Georgia, and conse-

quently they cannot be harmed
by performing badly at them.

Politicians and analysts also
distrust the structure of the TV
debates. For example, in biased
TV programmes the station’s
“own” politician will be given the
questions beforehand, but for the
rest they will be bolts from the
blue. The previously prepared

‘impromptu’ always comes over
best, and will make “their” can-
didate look more competent,
better versed in the urgent prob-
lems of the country and like
someone engaged in real work
for the benefit of the people.
The questions are likewise pre-
sented as “opinions of ordinary
people from the street,” where-
as in fact they may have been
pre-written and specially select-
ed to display the strengths of the
chosen candidate. In some pro-
grammes the favoured candidate
is asked to present his pro-
gramme last, so that the voters
will retain an impression of it
for longer, as it will not then be
contradicted by those who have
already spoken.

The TV debates held in Geor-
gia hitherto have been quite un-
successful, because the time lim-
it of 3-5 minutes per presenta-
tion per candidate deprived them
of the opportunity to speak out.
They would have to read “pre-
learned texts”, and end up fin-
ishing well within the time limit,
waiting with an awkward smile
for time to be called.

One can see with the naked
eye that election coverage is now
based on the canons of show busi-
ness coverage. The ups and downs

of political struggles are present-
ed in the format of a sporting
performance. For the mass audi-
ence, there is no difference be-
tween political debates and, for
example, motor races, horse rac-
es or boxing matches.

GT has asked various com-
mentators their opinion on TV
debates.

Kakha Gogolashvili, Po-
litical Scientist, Head of the
Centre of European Studies,
says:

“Of course television is very
important and can influence peo-
ple. The refusal of candidates to
participate is a form of self-in-
surance, a quest to maintain their
reputations. We have a lack of
political culture in this respect,
as there is a possibility that the
debates will not go the way a
candidate wants and they can find
themselves in an awkward situa-
tion which harms their image. Of
course, TV debates are very good
practice, but much depends on
the structure of the programme,
how well prepared the presenter
is, whether there are proper ques-
tions and so on. We can under-
stand why a candidate would
refuse to take part in TV debates,
because they fear that their care-
fully nurtured image will be dent-
ed and people will see them dif-
ferently, and the hosts of unsuc-
cessful TV debates can also blame
the candidates for their failure,
and harm the candidates’ repu-
tations that way”.

Zurab Bigvava, Political
Scientist and Psychologist,
says:

“First of all, the quality of the
debate depends on which form it
is held in. I think TV stations, TV
programmes and presenters must
be professional when conducting
such debates, and the formula-
tion of a TV debate culture will
mostly depend on this. It would
be good if such debates were con-
ducted here on the same level as
in the West. Now the First Chan-
nel has announced such a de-
bate let’s see what will happen. It
will help the reputation of a can-
didate if he has answers to all the
questions, but he must also ap-
pear professional in front of the
cameras and show off his orato-
ry skills. I think the campaign staff
of each candidate will decide
whether it would be good for their
candidate to participate in sharp
debates, but in general TV de-

bates are quite a positive phe-
nomenon”.

TV debates are now becom-

ing increasingly interesting for
the Georgian public and could
also improve the still develop-
ing political culture of Georgia.
Georgian Public Broadcaster is
enthusiastically preparing for
the Presidential Debates on 17-
18 October, and on September

30 announced a tender for de-
signing the set for these debates,
worth 53,500 lari. The winner
of this was due to be announced
on October 4, but according to
the Competition and State Pro-
curement Agency, The Public
Broadcaster has not announced
a winner as yet, though it is
known that the tendering com-
panies include Tbilisi-95 and
Patio Art, and that Patio Art
has participated in 27 tenders
announced by GPB at different
times and won 18 of them.

GPB will conduct the presi-
dential debates with the support
of the International Foundation
for Electoral Systems (IFES). In
accordance with current legisla-
tion, the presidential debates on
GPB will only involve qualified
electoral subjects, i.e. candi-
dates. According to Point 8 of
Article 51 of the Election Code,
a broadcaster can recognise as a

qualified electoral subject the
representative of any political
party which, based on 5 polls

conducted throughout Georgia,
has the support of 4% of the
voters. Political Parties must
therefore submit relevant docu-
mentation certifying this, in
accordance with this article.

Television debates are also
shows, in which visual effects,

By EMMA BAIRAMOVA, GT

the so-called charisma and ora-
torical skills of the candidate are
of great importance. They are
intellectual duels in which self-
confidence, wit, the gift of the
gab and powers of persuasion are
more important than manifes-
tos. Sometimes a candidate can
embarrass an opponent with
their sense of humour or a well-
placed one-liner. In fact very few
voters actually read boring man-
ifestos, as they vote not for
“papers” but for people. Socio-
logical surveys have consistent-
ly shown that people very of-
ten support a particular party
on the basis of personal sympa-
thy for its leaders rather than
any programme it presents, and
therefore making a good per-
sonal impression, via the TV
screen, is crucial.

TV debates are the best
means of demonstrating the
personal traits of the various
candidates. They concentrate
the audience’s attention on the
candidates’ images rather than
political problems. This meets
the needs of the mass audience
and serves the interests of po-
litical groups alike.  However
one of the problems of TV de-
bates is choosing the audience.
It is very important to avoid
instances of extremely “enthu-
siastic” voters wreaking havoc
with live broadcasts. Similarly,
when speaking of TV debates,
and political debates in general,
Georgian voters cannot help but
recall Shalva Natelashvili, a pol-
itician who will never refuse any
sort of TV communication. If
having a sense of humour was
the main attribute of a politi-
cian Natelashvili would win ev-
ery debate and election, but the

1.24% of the votes his party
gained at parliamentary elec-
tions of 2012 show that exces-
sive clowning, and theatricali-
sation of political discussion,
have the opposite effect to that
intended.
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The relationship between
the inhabitants of Khaishi,
in Mestia municipality, and
the government is consider-
able strained. The construc-
tion of the 720 megawatt
Khudoni hydroelectric
power station in the village
has provoked widespread
anger.

The locals are categorically
opposing the construction, de-
claring that it will damage the
environment and all the territo-
ry around it will be flooded to
create a reservoir to service the
power station. Most important-
ly, under the plans drawn up they
will be evicted from their homes
to provide the land to build this
reservoir on. However Trans
Electrica Georgia, the company
implementing the project, in-
tends to proceed.

The station is designed to re-
duce energy importation from
neighbouring countries by pro-
ducing 500 million kilowatt
hours of energy a year. Accord-
ing to Trans Electrica Georgia,
700 million kilowatt hours of
energy were imported in 2012
and 300 million in the first 8
months of 2013. The company
therefore claims that Khudon-
hesi will ensure Georgia’s ener-
gy security and help the coun-
try overcome the unforeseen
technical problems which occur,
such as cessation of supplies and
accidents.

Some NGOs and energy spe-
cialists however are categorical-
ly opposed to the construction

of the plant. They frequent hold
protests and discussions. The
next protest action will take
place at the State Chancellery
on October 19.

Ecologist Lasha Chkhartish-
vili declares that the construc-
tion of such enormous power sta-
tions should be prohibited by leg-
islation. “Such buildings cause
climate change and destroy
churches, graveyards and cultur-
al heritage. This one will pro-
voke climate change throughout
Svaneti. People’s health is being
endangered,” he stated, adding
that the construction is against
the national interests and private
financial interests may lie behind
it.

Head of Caucasian House
Naira Gelashvili says that the
power station will badly influence
the environment, and is admis-
sible in theory but only if Khaishi
and the surrounding area are not
flooded. “I have studied the plans
of this station. I know it will in-
fluence the environment badly.
The government has planned
many such constructions, which
will result in huge areas being
flooded,” she stated.

However the project team’s
own assessment is that climate
change is not expected in the
region after the reservoir is cre-
ated. “The reservoir will light-
ly cool the climate of the raw
path along it (1-5 km) during
the warm season and heat it
lightly during the cold season.
Wind speeds may increase 2-3
times above the reservoir. There
may be as much as 38mm of
additional moisture in the atmo-
sphere if the water brume turns

into moisture, a 3% increase.
Changes in the population’s
health are not expected’’ say the
Khudoni power station project
team.

Mestia resident Tamar
Pirtskhelani considers the con-
struction wrong, but despite the
threat of eviction she says she is
not going to leave Svaneti. She
says that the Soviet government
had once wanted to build this fa-
cility, then the former govern-
ment, but the local population
objected. Now the new govern-
ment has restored the project.

“We will not accept being
evicted to make way for a power
station. If evicted we will return.
We will not agree to compensa-
tion. The people will not go
even if they give us billions. This
is the case, and nothing will
change,” she told us.

The state and the World
Bank are promising adequate
compensation for any damage or
removal, maintaining that each
settler’s interest will be taken
into consideration in the process
of settlement. However, a study
conducted in 2012 stated that ap-
proximately 200 families will
have to be evicted from Khaishi,
Gagma Khaishi, Lukhi, Kveda
Tsvirmindi, Lajra, Tobari and
Lalkhorali to make way for the
power station. The Church of
Saint George in Khaishi, the
graveyard and various commu-
nal infrastructures will also be
affected.

Trans Electrica Georgia says
that the same study made it clear
that the population want to re-
ceive compensation in cash and
move to places selected by them-

Will Khudonhesi
Power Station Destroy
People’s Homes?
By LELA TSINTSADZE, GT

selves. Compensation will be is-
sued for all land, buildings and
trees affected on the basis of their
restorative value, in accordance
with international standards. The
locals maintain that they did not
agree to any compensation.
2,500 persons have sworn in
front of an icon that they will
continue to oppose the construc-
tion and never leave their vil-
lages.

If the local population refuse
to leave the Government will
have to find alternative ways to
proceed. However Technical Di-
rector of Trans Electrica Geor-
gia Paata Tsereteli says the com-
pany will take public and expert
concern into account.

“These comments will be re-
flected in our environmental im-

pact studies and in the provision
of accommodation. In my opin-
ion, we will achieve success as a
result of hard work. We will suc-
cessfully defend the interests of
each family,” he says, adding that
the investor, his company, and
the state are the guarantors of
this.

NGO representatives and the
local population are deaf to the
pleas of the company. They
reckon the only option is to stop
the construction. Trans Electri-
ca Georgia says that it will take
each resident’s concerns and in-
terests into account in the
project, but will not examine al-
ternatives to it.

Several days ago Minister of
Energy Kakha Kaladze declared
that the construction will not be

Not since the end of the
Cold War has Europe stood
on the brink of such a
political transformation as
it does today. With the old
cliche of East meets West, it
prepares for the European
Union Summit in Vilnius,
Lithuania this November
28th and 29th.

Some six weeks from now the
2009 Eastern Europe Partner-
ship group, formed to foster the
conditions to accelerate politi-
cal integration between Europe
and the former Soviet Union
states, will meet the world’s big-
gest trading block, the European
Union.  Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, and
Ukraine make up this partner-
ship.

This process has not been
easy, as Russia has exerted polit-
ical and economic pressure on
those slated to attend, and con-
cern has arisen between Europe-
an leaders and the Kremlin over
the undue influence Russian
seeks to maintain in its backyard
today.

In April 2005 President
turned Prime Minister and now
once again President Vladimir
Putin told the Russian Duma,
‘’first and foremost it is worth
acknowledging that the demise
of the Soviet Union was the
greatest geopolitical catastrophe
of the century’’.  Putin has been
in power since 31 December,
1999, some nearly 14 years, and
he has just turned 61.

Since the demise of the Sovi-
et Union, the world has changed
dramatically and so has Europe.

Shown the way by a former
Soviet satellite state, Lithuania,
the six countries have express
various degrees of interest in join-
ing Western Europe, and some
half a billion Europeans who have
seen two world wars in the last
hundred years, but relative peace
in the past 70.

The Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner of 2012, The European
Union, will hold its third East-
ern Partnership Summit amid
pressure from Russia for these
countries to consider an alterna-
tive to westward expansion and
join what is called the Customs
Union, a Russian creation incor-
porating Belarus, Kazakhstan and
Russia, which acts as a counter-
balance to European economic
and political influence.

Six weeks away from the
summit, Georgia is listening at-
tentively to the experience of
Lithuania, which holds the ro-
tating presidency of the Euro-
pean Union. Last week, a dele-
gation from Vilnius was in Tbili-
si, and meetings were conducted
between delegations led by Lore-
ta Grauziniene, newly elected
President of the Lithuanian Par-
liament (Seimas) and David Usu-
pashvili, Chairman of the Par-
liament of Georgia.

Grauziniene said that Geor-
gia has done ‘’substantial work
in the course of EU integration’’,
therefore it has high expecta-
tions of the Eastern Partnership
Summit in Vilnius come Novem-

ber. In her address to the inter-
national parliamentary confer-
ence, she said, ‘’I personally
have never doubted Georgia’s
decision to follow the European
course.  I have also never doubt-
ed that on the way to democra-
cy parliaments in all free coun-
tries take the central role in en-
suring the will of the people, the
decisions of voters and the con-
stitutionality of the state are re-
spected’’.

The Rose Revolution gov-
ernment led by President Mikheil
Saakashivili displayed the EU
flag throughout the country for
years, and during the verbal ex-
change with Russia over ‘’who
started what and when’’ in 2008,
the international media por-
trayed Saakashivili draped be-
tween the flag of Georgia and
that of the European Union as a
sign that ‘this is where we be-
long’.

Georgia continues to ‘Get
Ready’

Last week Alex Petriashvili,
State Minister of Georgia on
European and Euro Atlantic In-
tegration, opened the 46th work-

ing session of the Governmental
Commission on Georgia’s EU
integration process, which he co-
chairs, here in Tbilisi.

This is nothing more than an
ongoing set of meetings designed
to discuss the integration pro-
cess, through which Georgia is
making its case for acceptance
known. The session focused on
the issues related to the creation
of working groups on the trans-
lation of the EU-Georgia Asso-
ciation Agreement and the im-
plementation of the Communi-
cation and Information Strate-
gy of the Government of Geor-
gia in the sphere of EU integra-
tion.

In September, European
Commissioner for Enlargement
and European Neighbourhood
Policy Stefan Fule said that the
European Commission is ready
to “do its ‘utmost’’ and the ‘’al-
most impossible’’ in order to sign
the Association Agreement with
Georgia ‘’as soon as possible’’
once treaties are initialled at the
Vilnius Summit this November.

6 Weeks to Go East Meets West
- European Union Summit Vilnius, Lithuania
By STEVEN G. TRAYLOR, GT

stopped because of a few NGOs.
He said the locals are defying the
state and the latter will not stop
doing things because some peo-
ple have taken an oath.

“We should not accept this
precedent. Some people may
swear on icons, some on the Ko-
ran, but we will not accept this
precedent,” Kaladze declared.

The Ministry of Environ-
ment Protection has issued the
company permission to con-
struct the power station. After
elaborating further documents
Trans Electrica will begin pre-
paratory work. The population
removed from the site will be ac-
commodated by Canadian com-
pany REPLAN and internation-
al accommodation expert Feder-
ico Giovanneti.

Continued on p. 11
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The idea of Georgia joining
the Eurasian Economic
Union is being discussed
with increasing frequency,
and within some NGOs and
amongst the general public
some concrete support for this
idea has been expressed.
According to an opinion poll
conducted as part of the
annual “Integration
Barometer of the Eurasian
Bank of Development”
project by the Centre for
Integration Studies of the
Eurasian Bank of Develop-
ment, about 59% of the
population of Georgia
supports the country’s
integration into the Eurasian
Customs Union and
Eurasian Economic Space.
This means that support for
this idea has doubled since
the 2012 poll.

The assumption made by
the Centre in its question may
be dubious, but the indications
are that joining the Eurasian
Union is a more popular op-
tion than integration with the
Euro-Atlantic bloc. This idea
has been discussed at the high-

est levels, and Prime Minister
Bidzina Ivanishvili has com-
mented on it publicly.

It is quite ridiculous that
Euro-Atlantic integration and
NATO membership have be-
come second-level foreign pol-
icy priorities for the key Pres-
idential candidates. Unlike in
previous election campaigns,
NATO integration is not being
presented as the one bright star
lighting the political path of
Georgia. The drive to achieve
NATO membership has dimin-
ished considerably, and the
contrary policy of Eurasian in-
tegration is emerging as most
viable option at public opinion
level. However, in spite of this
the institutionalisation of
NATO integration require-
ments is going ahead. Georgia
will be contributing to NATO’s
Rapid Deployment Force from
2015 and also become a part of
the East European Defence Ini-
tiative forum, possibly contrib-
uting a brigade.

In this respect, rumours that
the current Georgian govern-
ment will not pursue the coun-
try’s NATO aspirations are
groundless and far from reality.

Georgia is still seeking to join
the Alliance as a full member,
and is contributing much to en-
hancing Euro-Atlantic security
structures, either by participat-
ing in the NATO ISAF mission
in Afghanistan or promoting
democratic values and liberties
in its own country. The NATO
issue is still a hot one, despite
the efforts being made by per-
sons abroad, and some inside
the country, to undermine the
public support for this.

The Russian pressure on
Moldova an Ukraine, which has
even gone as far as imposing
trade wars on them, and the
forcing of Armenia to join the
Eurasian Economic and Custom
Union indicate how grieved The
Kremlin is over the possibility
that it might lose control of the
post-Soviet territories. Taking
into account President Putin’s
unpredictability, this presents
dangers for Georgia. It seems
that the dark shadow of the
1920-1921 “Sovietisation” is
falling on Georgia again under
the guise of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Commonwealth.

The idea of a Eurasian eco-
nomic union became reality in
December 2010, when at the
Summit of the Eurasian Eco-

New Kremlin Geopolitics:
the Creation of the
Eurasian Union in 2025

nomic Commonwealth the par-
ticipating parties agreed to cre-
ate a new geopolitical coalition,
a Eurasian Union,which would
act as a counterweight to the
European Union. In October
2011 an agreement was signed
on the creation of a CIS Free
Trade Zone, which would in-
clude Ukraine,the most prob-
lematic nation from The Krem-
lin’s point of view, as it sees
Ukraine as the biggest obstacle
to its fulfilling its strategic goals.
During that summit Vladimir
Putin declared that the plan to
set up thebroader Eurasian
Union was now being imple-
mented. This entity would have
three key pillars: passport con-
trol relaxation, visa-free move-
ment and a common currency.

Putin has appointed ex-For-
eign Economic Relations Min-
ister Dr. Sergey Glaziev as his
Political Advisor on Reintegra-
tion Affairs, and this clearly
indicates that The Kremlin is
intendingto push ahead with its
reintegration of the ex-Soviet
space for as long as Vladimir
Putin and his team are in pow-
er. According to credible sourc-
es, The Kremlin is pursuinga
secret operational strategy for
re-uniting the Eurasian space

By DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA, GT
by 2025. In classical geopoli-
tics this would be referred to as
its Heartland space. This re-
integration, it is said, will be
achieved in four stages. These
are:

First Stage: the formation
of a geopolitical “nucleus”
between 2009 and 2012 – the
key members of this “nucleus”
will be Russia, Belarus and
Kazakhstan, with the probable
semi-inclusion of Armenia;

Second Stage: the first
wave of enlargement,between
2013 and 2015 –in this period
the geopolitical entity will be
enlarged through the incorpo-
ration of Kyrgyzstan, Tajiki-
stan and Armenia as a full mem-
ber, the  economic and financial
resources of the Union being
increased;

Third Stage: the second
wave of enlargement, be-
tween2015 and 2020 - this en-
visages incorporating Turk-
menistan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine,
Moldova, Azerbaijan and Geor-
gia. In this period a new reinte-
gration model will be pursued,
involving the development of
common policies (mainly for-
eign policy), a common curren-
cy and common passport pro-

vision;
Fourth Stage: the com-

plete reunion of Eurasia, be-
tween 2020 and 2025 – the plan
envisages setting up a supra-
national collegial structure to be
the authority within the Union
and control macroeconomic
regulation. By 2025 the Union
would have acommon curren-
cy and central bank and sub-
projects such as thoseof the
EU. It is also predicted that by
2025 the Eurasian Union’s GDP
will be $5.7 trillion, which
would make it the fourth larg-
est economy in the world after
China, expected to be the lead-
er by that date, the USA and
India. Russia’s is currently
sixth, after those of the USA,
China, India, Japan and Germa-
ny.

This is the only scenarioThe
Kremlin considers desirable.
Georgia has a pivotal function
in these plans. The Georgian
public should be very careful
that we do not end up going
“Back to the USSR”.

Associate Professor, IB
Euro-Caucasian University

The GT Azri Strategic Stud-
ies Centre

The Georgian proverb
claims: “an oath is real but
its purpose is strange”, and
this is a good description of
the current national defence
system. After nine years of
abnormal political pressure
on the Armed Forces of
Georgia, in which the
Clausewitzian maxim
‘Government-Army-Society’
was trampled on, the new
government’s approach to the
Army and its problems
should have been more
reasonable.

Nominating the experienced
politician Irakli Alasania as
Defence Minister was a solid
indication that the new govern-
ment would introduce proper
reforms and modernise the
Armed Forces to at least NATO
capability standards. All the
ground was prepared to accom-
plish this mission, in a short
period of time, but a year has
now passed. What has been the
concrete result of these re-
forms? On the basis of the very
recent information on mass
food poisoning amongst Armed
Forces personnel, for at least
the second time in the recent
past, the complete non-trans-
parency of human resource

management and the accidents
which have occurred, we can
conclude – in one word, noth-
ing!

Certainly it is premature to
state this so categorically, how-
ever the accidents have demon-
strated that the latent erosion
which began under previous
minister Bachana Akhalaia and
his predecessor David Kezer-
ashvili is unfortunately still
present, although not perhaps
as grave in scale as it was then.
It is now not known what the
substantial reform of the na-
tional defence system, and the
reshuffling of its structure, doc-
trinal principles, capabilities,
personnel management and lo-
gistics, formally announced by
the current leadership is actu-
ally intended to accomplish. All
that can be observed is that the
Ministry of Defense has been
transformed into a new “Order
of Knight’s Templars”, a clan-
destine organisation.

The outbreak of food poi-
soning in the Army indicates
that normal defence preparation
measures at national level are
not being followed. The readi-
ness level of the combat units
is predominantly high, but
there are serious problems in
civilian personnel selection and

operational planning and with
regard to the restoration of jus-
tice for those servicemen who
were purged during Saakash-
vili’s authoritarian regime and
forced to leave the Armed Forc-
es. There were more than 8,000
of these, all of whom are suf-
fering social strife and seek ele-
mentary redress. These prob-
lems are being addressed with
little enthusiasm, or complete-
ly ignored, by the current lead-
ership of the Ministry of De-
fence.

It is a great pity that ex-
Mukhrovani ‘mutiny’ military
professionals are still consid-
ered by the senior officials of
the MoD and General Staff to
be “criminals” or non-military,
although the Parliament of
Georgia has granted them the
status of political prisoners. It

is a great pity that many pro-
fessionals who have been nur-
tured and trained at high-level
Western military institutions
and are true and skillful profes-
sionals are working outside
their professions and socially
unprovided for. This happens
despite the fact that very seri-
ous and troublesome concerns,
challenges and risks are under-
mining the national security of
the state called Georgia. The
Jihad videotape incident, the
Caucasus Islamic Emirate’s
statement on joining the Glo-
bal Jihad, the semi-investigation
of the Lopota incident, the sim-
ulated clashes between Ortho-
dox Christians and local Mos-
lems in the Georgian villages of
Chola and Gamarjveba, the as-
sassination of leader of the Abk-
hazian Jamaat Jury Gitsba in

Gagra, etc. underscore the su-
preme seriousness of the prob-
ability of an incursion of Islam-
ist militants into Georgian ter-
ritory. Another serious chal-
lenge derives from the civil
strife and military conflict in
Syria. It is little known in Geor-
gia that over 3 Islamist militants
of Georgian origin are fighting
side by side with other Islam-
ists in the military formations
opposed to the Assad regime.
One of the key leaders of the
Islamic Opposition Coalition,
the warlord and Commander in
Chief of the North Front Abu
Omar Al-Shishani, is Georgian
in origin and another prominent
warlord, Abu Al-Banat, is from
Dagestan in the North Cauca-
sus. There are even Georgian
Moslem combatants in Afghan-
istan, fighting on the side of the

The Georgian Defence System: To Be or Not To Be !!!!!
By DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA, GT

Taliban.
All the above-mentioned in-

dicates that the threat of a Syr-
ian conflict spillover to the
South and North Caucasus is
very real, and if the Assad re-
gime is toppled and the rebels
come to power thousands and
thousands of ex-combatants
with an Islamist orientation,
with upgrades skills in combat
operational planning, could en-
ter the area and began to preach
jihad among the population.
This is another reason why it
is supremely important to
modernise and develop the
Georgian Armed Forces to ren-
der them able to cope with the
challenges the country faces.
Associate Professor, IB Euro-
Caucasian University
The GT Azri Strategic Studies
Centre
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Georgian agricultural
products are returning to
the Russian market,
following the readmittance
of Borjomi mineral water,
wine and other alcoholic
drinks.

Head of the Food National
Agency of Georgia Zurab Chek-
urishvili and supervisor of the
Russian Veterinarian and Sanitary
Control Service Sergei Dankvert
have signed an agreement which
states that from October 14
there will be no limitation on
Georgia exporting agricultural
products to Russia, provided they
are subject to sanitary control.

Citrus fruit, cob nuts, grapes,
apples, pears and quinces will be
exported to Russia from Mon-
day October 14. A great harvest
of citrus fruit is expected this
year, and the Ministry of Agri-
culture has already begun to pre-
pare for it. Packaging enterpris-
es are making ready and the
government plans to open new
facilities which make plastic
boxes. The Ministry says that
approximately 30 tangerine
packinghouses will be working
in Ajara and the citrus harvest
will be more than 110,000
tonnes.

Georgian fruit exporters welcome
return of Russian market

The Georgian Farmers Asso-
ciation is enthusiastic about
these measures but says that lo-
gistics need to be improved.
Head of the Association Nino
Zambakhidze says that farmers
are ready to export but it has
not yet been worked out how
they can do it.

“I do not think we will have
something like the Vegetables
Export Company, which helped
farmers with logistics. This or-
ganisation does not function any
more. We know the state and
the farmers are ready, we sim-
ply do not know how it will be
done. Georgian fruit used to be
sent to Russia on bypass roads.
Now we have a direct road, but
improving relationships is an-
other matter,” stated Nino
Zambakhidze.

Zambakhidze is calling for
the establishment of coopera-
tives. “Farmers cannot export
their products individually as
they do not produce enough fruit
individually. We have no such
farmers. If anyone exports indi-
vidually they will obtain most of
their fruit from others. That’s
why we are holding discussions
with the Ministry of Agriculture
on this question,” she said.

Georgian fruit is currently
exported to Ukraine and Kaza-
khstan, but Zambakhidze thinks

By EKA GAZDELIANI, GT

‘’If we are able to initial those
important Association Agree-
ments with Moldova and Georgia
at the Vilnius Summit, the (Euro-
pean) Commission has made it
very clear that they will do their
utmost in way of legal transla-
tion of those documents to be
signed before the end of the term
of the duty of this Commission’’,
Fule was quoted as saying in an
interview with RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian service.

No question, Georgia will be
ready to initial the AA documents
come November 28th and 29th.
Georgia’s Prime Minister Ivan-
ishvili said that Tbilisi aims to sign
the Association Agreement in
spring 2014 following its initial-
ling in Vilnius.

The Eastern Partnership -
Now

The first Eastern Partnership
Summit was held in the Czech
Republic in May 2009 and the
second in September 2011.  Now
it is Lithuanian’s turn. As the world
has changed, so have some of the
member states present in Prague
some four years ago.

Belarus
Belarus was one of the signa-

tories of the Eastern European
Partnership in Prague but was
represented by its Deputy For-
eign Minister.  The other signers
were all Presidents of their coun-
tries.

Since then Belarus has shown
little interest in becoming a fully
fledged member of the EU and
no interest in the spirit of the

it will have to reestablish itself
in Russia. “It is very hard to plan
something in advance, when the
harvesting has just begun. The
first year may be complicated,
as Georgian products will have
to settle themselves afresh on
the market, and the logistics is-
sues will have to be resolved first.
But everything will be fine in the
future,” she stated.

New Georgian Products is one
company preparing to export to
the Russian market. Its director
Lado Vashalomidze has told The
Georgian Times that it is wait-
ing for an agreement from Rus-
sia.

“We have the strongest con-
nections in Russia. Now we are
waiting for their agreements, and
everything will depend on the
prices and conditions they offer.
Based on these, we will decide
the type and quantity of prod-
ucts to export,” he told us.

New Georgian Products al-
ready exports to Ukraine, Kaza-
khstan and Moldova. It has now
received orders for 300 tonnes
of persimmons and 1,000 tonnes
of tangerines. “We will inevita-
bly export to Russia. We would
like to be the first, the company
most up to standard. The advan-
tage of our products is that they

are marked, and correspond to
all the relevant standards,” said
Vashalomidze, adding that low
price and good quality distinguish
Georgian products in Ukraine. He
hopes the Russian market will
prove successful for the compa-
ny.

Minister of Agriculture Shal-
va Pipia has declared that the
state will play a significant role
in developing citrus exports.

“As soon as we had formed
the new government we started
working on opening up the Rus-
sian market. We took concrete
steps and concluded agreements.
As a result of orderly work, wine

accord, which calls for good gov-
ernance, democracy, the promo-
tion of reforms and/or encourag-
ing people to people contact.
Belarus’ visa policies remain
locked in old Soviet thinking.

Belarus is tied to Russia, its
main trading partner.  This com-
mon language country accounts
for more than 50% of its imports
and some 30% of its exports, ac-
cording to EU estimates. Its econ-
omy is dominated by the state
sector, which generates nearly
75% of GDP.

Alexander Lukashenko has
been in power since 1994, mak-
ing him the longest serving lead-
er in Europe. Political parties are
marginalized, and do not play a
major role in the legislative pro-
cess.

This authoritarian state is not
likely to adopt the spirit of EU
integration any time soon. Come
November, Lukashenko will not
be in Vilnius, unless he’s looking
for Matryoshka dolls for his num-
ber one supporter outside Belarus
- Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin

Azerbaijan
Last Wednesday saw the elec-

tion of Ilham Aliyev to a third
presidential term, he having re-
placed his father some ten years
earlier. Observers have different
opinions about the results of the
election and its transparency.

One official observer was the
OSCE’s Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights,
which said: ‘’The 9 October elec-
tion was undermined by limita-
tions on freedoms of expression,
assembly and association that did
not guarantee a level playing field

for candidates. Continued allega-
tions of candidate and voter in-
timidation and a restrictive me-
dia environment marred the cam-
paign’’, http://www.osce.org/odi-
hr/elections/106901

Europe is highly dependent
on energy supplies from Russia,
receiving some 25% of its needs
from that source currently. It is
seeking alternative sources from
reliable partners as a Plan B to
existing agreements.  Thus Azer-
baijan plays a significant role in
the energy policy decisions of the
EU, and is a key player in the
geopolitics of the region.  But
what comes first, good governance
or reliable energy supplies from
this oil and gas rich central Euro-
pean nation?

The EU and Azerbaijan are
currently negotiating an Associa-
tion Agreement to succeed the
PCA agreement of 1999.  Look
to Azerbaijan to be in Vilnius to
flex its muscles with the decision
makers over pending negotiations
regarding gas supplies to Europe
as well as discuss EU/Azerbaijan
integration.

Moldova
Little landlocked Moldova,

with a population of 3,600,000
and no exportable natural gas or
oil reserves, is also scheduled to
be in Vilnius.  It may seem too
insignificant for EU admission,
like Croatia, but Russia seems to
think it should be under its con-
tinuing sphere of influence, de-
spite having no common border
with mother Russia.

Recently Moldova suffered
the same fate as Ukraine, Arme-
nia, Georgia and Lithuania for

expounding a pro-Western atti-
tude.  Trade with Russia was sus-
pended over exports deemed ‘’a
health hazard’’ by Russia, in this
case wine. ‘’The wine ban is a
necessary step which we have
undertaken reluctantly, but it is
the only possible way of resolv-
ing the present situation,’’ Rus-
sia’s public health chief Gennady
Onishchenko was quoted as say-
ing by Interfax. A high-ranking
Moldovan official, who asked not
to be named, has stated that
‘’Russia has a history of impos-
ing bans to exercise political pres-
sure on Moldova’s sovereign
choices’’.

Negotiations on the Associa-
tion Agreement between the EU
and Moldova were launched in
early 2010, and were technically
completed in June. Some coun-
tries take as long as 10 years to
progress from intent to initial
acceptance. Moldova too will be
in Vilnius in late November, pen
in hand, ready to initial the final
Association Agreement docu-
ments leading to eventual EU
membership.

Armenia
During the 1st week of Sep-

tember President of Armenia
Serzh Sarkisian was in Moscow,
all smiles with Vladimir Putin,
each telling the other ‘we will be
one’.  That ONE represents the
Armenian President’s decision to
opt for the Russian Customs
Union instead of the European
Union.  This decision came as a
surprise to most political observ-
ers, as no hint of Sarkisian’s in-
tentions had reached Yerevan or
European capitals.

Like the others who will be in
Vilnius, Armenia has a long histo-
ry within the former Soviet
Union, and with Russia since it
declared its independence in 1990.
Armenia also has no land con-
nection to Russia or the EU (un-
less Georgia, Turkey or Azerbaijan
join)

Over the last month and a half
much ink has been put to press
over the Armenian decision to
sign up with Russia. Sarkisian has
listened to all the comments and
come away with a simple ‘this is
what we are going to do’.

From the perspective of Rus-
sia, wining Armenia over, or get-
ting it to surrender, is of little
concern.  Armenia represents as
far west as Russia will probably
succeed in garnering candidates for
the non-consumer goods trading
group of the Customs Union, and
trade between Russian and Arme-
nia will continue to grow.  Har-
monisation with Belarus and Ka-
zakhstan will gain Armenia more
economic turnover, but not on
the scale which could have been
expected had it committed to the
West.

Armenia too will be in Vilnius,
and at this point in time, Presi-
dent Sarkisian thinks he can have
it both ways, commitment to the
Customs Union one day and agree-
ments with the European Union
the next.  It won’t happen, Mr.
President.  Your country’s future
now lies with Russia.

Ukraine
Legend has it that Christian-

ity was first brought to both Rus-
sia and Ukraine by Saint Andrew
the Apostle. Russia and Ukraine

share many customs and tradi-
tions. Ukraine’s state language
is Ukrainian, but one in three cit-
izens is a native Russian speaker.

Vladimir Putin, accompanied
by Patriarch Kirill of the Russian
Orthodox Church, was in Kiev
earlier this year using the histor-
ical conversion of Kievan Rus to
Christianity, an event which
formed modern Russia and
Ukraine, as an argument for the
two nations to grow closer.

Over the summer Russia has
used other means to try and con-
vince Ukraine to turn a blind eye
to the West and remain a bedfel-
low of Russia. The political pres-
sure and economic offers com-
ing from Moscow for this na-
tion of 46,000,000 people have
left President  Victor Yanukov-
ich at a crossroads prior to
Vilnius.

Signals suggest that Ukraine
wants to be part of modern day
Europe. The EU has applied po-
litical pressure as well, and in-
structed Ukraine not to use selec-
tive judicial punishment as a tool
of political suppression if it is in-
terested in EU integration.

A month and a half from
Vilnius, Ukraine is preparing it-
self for the true test of its future.
The decision made by Kyiv will
affect the lives of today’s and
tomorrow’s unborn citizens and
the future economic wellbeing of
a country now suffering stagna-
tion, and perhaps provide a lead-
ership role for the 6th most pop-
ulous European member state,
ahead of Spain, in the future.

Ukraine will initial the Asso-
ciation Agreement in Vilnius, and
plot a course towards Europe.

and alcoholic drinks, mineral
water and low-risk agricultural
products will return to Russia step
by step from this year onwards,”
he said.

Russia banned the import of
Georgian wine, mineral water and
agricultural products in 2006 due
to the tense Georgian-Russian
relations. The official reason for
this prohibition was “low quali-
ty.” At the beginning of 2013,
after the government had
changed in Georgia, negotiations
on reversing this policy began
again. At the end of May Bor-
jomi mineral water and alcohol-
ic drinks reentered Russia.

6 Weeks to Go East Meets West
- European Union Summit Vilnius, Lithuania

Continued from p. 8
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HOTELS

MARRIOT TBILISI
MARRIOT
SHERATON METECHI
PALACE
TAVID
VERE PALACE
HOTEL VARAZI
RIVER SIDE
HOLIDAY INN
AMBASADOR
RADISSON BLU
OLD METEKHI
OLD TBILISI
KOPALA
HOTEL KMM
GTM
PENTHAUSE
HOTEL PONTO

CAFE-BARS &
RESTAURANTS

KASABLANKA
MARAKESH EXPRES
CAFE LEFE
MACHAXELA
GLAZGO
KANAPE
SAKE
SAMURAI
PIANO
CAFE DE FRANCE
ENGLISH TEA HOUSE
DISCOVERY
AL MAGHREB
GUFALO
TENERIFE
CORNER BAR
JAZZVE
CAFE LEFFE
JAZZ CAFE

AZERBAIJAN EMBASSY
HUNGARY EMBASSY
ESTONIA EMBASSY
UKRAINE EMBASSY
AMERICA EMBASSY
U.K EMBASSY
GERMANY EMBASSY
BULGARIA EMBASSY
ISRAEL EMBASSY
NETHERLANDS EMBASSY
LITHUANIA EMBASSY
SWITZERLAND EMBASSY
ITALY EMBASSY
POLAND EMBASSY
JAPAN EMBASSY
IRAN EMBASSY
ROMANIA EMBASSY
ARMENIA EMBASSY
IRAQ EMBASSY

CHINA TOWN
11./11
PROSPEROS
LIT CAFE
LITTLE HOUSE
JAZZ EVENT
IN HOUSE

BANKS & BUSINESSES

CARTU BANK
BANK RESPUBLIKA
LIBERTY BANK
RICO
BANK OF WORLD
GEORGIAN BANK
NATIONAL BANK
TAO BANK
BASIS BANK
VTB BANK
RICO CREDIT

PROCREDIT BANK
ZIRAAT BANK
KOR-STANDARD BANK
TBC BANK
BTA BANK
CREDO
KHALIK BANK

EMBASSIES,COUNSULATES
&DIPLOMATIC REPRESEN-
TATIONS

FRANCH EMBASSY
CHINA EMBASSY
KAZAKHSTAN EMBASSY
NORWAY EMBASSY
SWEDEN EMBASSY
GREECE EMBASSY
BELGIUM EMBASSY
TURKEY EMBASSY
CZECH EMBASSY
LATVIA EMBASSY

BUSINESSES

GEOCELL
P.S.P
AVERSI
BORJOMI
CLINIC OF GVARAMIA
NESTLE
CLINIC OF CUZANOV
BRITISH-PETROLIUM
EXPOGEORGIA
MAGTI
GORBI
CAREFOURR
TBILISI MOLLY
GPC
GOODWILL
WISSOL
GULF
SOCAR

W H E R E  G E O R G I A N  T I M E S  I S  D I S T R I B U T E D
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The International Festival
of Arts in Honour of
Michael Tumanishvili –Gift
–is on! Tbilisi has already
begun welcoming shining
stars of the “art galaxy”
from all over the world. Yes,
I just wrote “art galaxy”. No
one can measure art, even
though we can measure the
perception of it. I don’t
think we can consider the
world of art less vast than
the endless galaxy of bright,
shining stars that brighten
up our simple lives.

They say “earth” without
“art” is just “eh”. I couldn’t
agree more. If there was no art,
life would be work, war, dis-
ease, food shopping, in other
words life would be ‘just a
bunch of Tuesdays’. This small
word embodies a concept so
deep that it not only makes the
world a better place but is the
essence of the world itself. Art
is a simple activity for some
and a lifestyle for others, but
most importantly it’s a lan-
guage that acknowledges no
boundaries, religion nor ethnic
origin, and it’s immortal. It’s
out there; all we have to do is
open our hearts, minds and
lives to it, let it in and simply
appreciate it. It’s the language
which holds all peoples of the
world together, brings the parts
of the universe together; it’s
what makes living on this “dam-
aged” planet worthwhile.

While Gift is on artists from
all over the world share their art
with a Georgian audience.
Théâtre Des Bouffes Du Nord
and Peter Brook’s theatre com-
pany opened Gift Festival 2013
with the play Le Costume in
the Shota Rustaveli State The-
atre on October 13. During next
two weeks Georgians will also
enjoy Irina Brook’s “Dream
Theatre”, Dmitry Krymov’s
“Laboratory”, the Compagnie
des Quidams Street Theatre,
Stas Namin’s Music and Dra-
ma Theatre and the rock band
Flowers,  the Karagöz Turkish
Shadow Theatre, the Panevezy
Theatre in honour of Justas
Miltinis, Guy Masterson’s
Mono and beautiful Georgian
plays such as The Dress, Amour
and others.

Another event will be the
premiere of a short film,”Seagull
Boy”,by Nikos Douglas Wood.
He is the outstanding British
director’s - Hilary Wood’s

Nikos Douglas
Wood –Bringing
His Gift to Our Gift

grandson. When I learned Ni-
kos was coming to the festival
to show this film I got all
pumped up. I know Hilary’s
art well, and it filled me with
expectation of Nikos’ produc-
tion. He was in fact the very
first guest to arrive here. Brits
seem cold and stuck up to me,
but I must admit that Nikos de-
stroyed that stereotype. It must
be his outstanding roots, the
amazing Hilary Wood blood,
that has turned this Englishman
into a humble, polite and friend-
ly guy. So it was a pleasure sit-
ting next to him in the Tuman-
ishvili Theatre foyer and inter-
viewing him for The Georgian
Times.

Let’s start with you profes-
sional background. How did
you start making movies?

Well I always thought that I
wanted to be an actor, that’s
why I went to the Royal Acad-
emy of Dramatic Arts in Lon-
don. The course only took me
a year.

Did you fulfill your acting
dream?

After graduation acting
didn’t feel dangerous enough for
me, it somehow felt too safe.
Having Hilary Wood as my
grandmother, and having a di-
recting and acting background
in my family, I wanted to do
something different.

Like what?
I had always been fascinat-

ed by photography. It had al-
ways sparked my interest as a
child. So I decided to apply to
the Metropolitan Film School
and do a BA. It’s a two year
course. I took the Practical Film
Making Course. I had the best
time of my life finding the pro-
fession that I really wanted to
be in. It was wonderful. I am a
lucky person to have found
what I love and be doing it as a
job at the same time.

Tell me about your shorts.
What are they about?

The one here was my grad-
uation film, it’s called “Seagull
Boy”. It has Hilary Wood and
Mel Raido in it. It’s based on a
real event which happened to
me and Hilary. We were sitting
somewhere having a drink and
a young man came up to us
screaming like a seagull. We felt
that he was joining in our cele-
bration, since it was a happy
moment for us, but we were
wrong. He disappeared, but we
found out later that he lived
opposite us. He was autistic,

he would never speak, he would
only cry. He did all the things
you will see in the film.

It was wonderful and im-
portant to me to have Hilary in
the film as my own grandmoth-
er. Having Mel and Hilary play
opposite each other was like a
magic.

What fascinates you as a
director?

The way we communicate
with each other. No matter
where we are, we all end up liv-
ing very busy lives. I’m trying
to make sure that in all these
close connectional relationships
we speak and listen to each oth-
er properly. I want my films to
be about people connecting and
communicating with each oth-
er in the different worlds they
are in. I think this makes the
most interesting stories.

Do you feel completely ful-
filled by the film?

It has taken me about two
years to make. It is in its final
form now. Like I said, it was
my graduation film, and I re-
wrote and remade it many
times. Looking at the first ver-
sion, with all these magical
moments which were not con-
nected with each other, and
looking at it now, it is just a
wonder to see. We changed it
until we got it to the point it
was meant to be. Only after
that did I want to show it to
everyone and see what they
say. And here I am premiering
it!

It’s very hard to find the
money to make either short or
feature films here in Georgia.
How is it in Britain?

Film making is very expen-
sive in London too. People
don’t invest in you unless your
name is already out there, es-
pecially when it comes to fea-
ture films. You have to have a
track record. You have to work
hard to establish yourself, and
then the funds come.

What’s your track record?
I made a couple of other

short films at university. What
was common to all these films
was that I was able to use some
brilliant young actors, all
trained by my grandmother
Hilary Wood. Very few new
film directors are able to call on
actors from the National The-
atre or those like Mel Raido
who already have an interna-
tional film career.

How far are you from mak-
ing a feature film?

By TAKO AGARASHVILI, GT

I can’t be sure. I do have
plans. I’m going to do quite a
bit of shooting, a TV series as
well. So we shall see.

This is your first Gift. What
are your expectations?

This is my first big interna-
tional festival. I am happy to
be here, it’s an absolute plea-
sure to take part in Gift after a
4 year break.

How does Georgian art look
to Hilary’s eyes?

The impression I got from
Hilary’s words throughout all
these years is that Georgians

will work and work until they
get it done. You have amazing
classical actors. This country
is full of talented artists. It was
always wonderful to hear about
them and about the authentic
martial energy that makes Geor-
gian art so amazing and exquis-
ite.

Are you planning to bring
Georgian art into your films?

Absolutely! I do have an
idea for a film I would shoot
here. Roughly speaking, I
would like to be given the free-
dom to do it within the next 5

to 10 years.
You must be aware of this

year’s programme. What do you
think about Gift 2013?

All these great performanc-
es from abroad, as well as the
Georgian productions, are just
amazing. It sounds like a
Christmas cake that has come
early for me and artistically I
can’t wait to have it. It is such
a rush being able to celebrate
this art parade with these amaz-
ing people here in Georgia,
which has been in my blood
since I was a child.
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Contact us and
Become our Partner

12, Kikodze str, Tbilisi, Georgia.
Tel: (+995 32) 2934405,

E-mail:marketing@geotimes.ge;
www.geotimes.ge

Book Corner
13b Tarkhnishvili Lane, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 223 24 30

Marriott Qourtiyard
4 Freedom Square; Tbilisi, 0105, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 91 00

Penthouse
12 Metekhi Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 274 57 77; (+995 32) 274 59 99

KMM
Metekhi Turn10 Tbilisi Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 88 50; (+995 32) 2747185

Kafe Leffe
Shardeni Str. 14, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 243 93 03

Radisson Blu Iveria Hotel, Tbilisi
Rose Revolution Square 1, 0108 Tbilisi, Georgia.
Tel: (+995 32) 402 200 
web: www.radissonblu.com/hotel-tbilisi

Glasgow
20 Akhvlediani Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 236 99 18

Sheraton Metechi Palace
Addr: 20 Telavi St. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 277 20 20;

David Sultan
16a P. Iashvili str. Georgia, Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 2 935-006; (+995 32) 2 931-685 

11/11
11/11 G. Tabidze Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 293 23 40

Tbilisi
Rustaveli Avenue 13
Tbilisi, 0108, Georgia, Tel: (+995 32) 277 92 00

Marekesh expres
Rkinis rigi N5 (Meidan Area) Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+ 995 32) 439350

Vere Palase
Tbilisi , 24/8 Kuchishvili St. ,
Tel: (+995 32) 225 33 40, 225 33 41,
web:  www.verepalace.com.ge     

Ambasadori
13 Shavteli st, Tbilisi0105, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 2439494   (+995 32) 2 180110

River Side
Corner of the Brose Street
Tel: (+995 32)224 22 44; 224 22 55;

Hotel Varazi
Kostava st.45a, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia; Tel: (+995 32) 293 11 61

Old Metekhi
3 Metekhi St. Tbilis
Tel: (+995 32) 274 74 04; (+995 32) 274 74 31
Fax: (+995 32) 277 46 35

Kopala
Chekhov str.8/10, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 55 20

Inhouse
Ahvlediani (Perovskaya) street #17, 0162 Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel:  577 44 99 61

Wheels - Irish Pub
Tbilisi, 16 G. Akhvlediani St., Tel: (+995 32) 298 87 33

Canape
Tbilisi , 14 I. Abashidze St., Tel: (+995 32) 223 19 21,
Tbilisi, 7 Kazbegi Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 237 35 73
Tbilisi, 112 Agmashenebeli Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 296 22 69

Samurai-Sushi Bar
Tbilisi , 9 G. Tabidze St.
Tel: (+995 32) 240 39 99, (790) 16 02 02

Holiday Inn
1,26 May Square; Tel: (+995 32) 2300099
web: http://www.hi-tbilisi.com

AWARD CONSULTING
Tel: 593 31 41 05
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