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NATO Secretary General: elections will be the
next important test for GGeorgia’s democracy
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“Yes, Georgia is close [to
NATO] but there’s still a
] lot of work to do,” NATO
| Secretary General Anders
¢ Fogh Rasmussen stated
during his two-day
working visit to Georgia
last week. Rasmussen,
who met PM Ivanishvili
on June 26 and President
. Saakashvili on June 27,
said that the presidential
elections of October 2013
would be the “next
| important test” for
| Georgia’s NATO
aspirations.
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NATO Secretary
General: elections
will be the next
important test for
Georgia’s democracy

By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT

“Yes, Georgia is close [to
NATO] but there’s still a
lot of work to do,” NATO
Secretary General Anders
Fogh Rasmussen stated
during his two-day working
visit to Georgia last week.
Rasmussen, who met PM
Ivanishvili on June 26 and
President Saakashvili on
June 27, said that the
presidential elections of
October 2013 would be the
“next important test” for
Georgia’s NATO aspira-
tions.

The Secretary General and
NATO member states Perma-
nent Representatives who com-
prise the North Atlantic Coun-
cil (NAC) began a two-day
meeting in Tbilisi on June 26.
Following the first session of
this the NATO-Georgia Com-
mission meeting, chaired joint-
ly by the Georgian Prime Min-
ister and the NATO Secretary
General, was held.”After you
took up your position your
government showed a distinct
loyalty to the necessary reforms
and to Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic
aspirations,” the NATO Secre-
tary General told the Georgian
PM at the joint press confer-
ence following the meeting.

Rasmussen confirmed that
NATO remains committed to
the decision made in Bucharest
in 2008 that Georgia will join
the alliance as soon as it satis-
fies the necessary conditions.”]
will be straight, frank, open and
say — when I look at the devel-
opments in Georgia since I first
visited it some years ago as the
Prime Minister of Denmark [in
November, 2008] we have seen
clear progress, and during that
period of time Georgia has ob-
viously moved closer to
NATO, because it has imple-
mented certain reforms and
continues to implement neces-

sary reforms. Having said that,
there is still work to do — the
Georgian government knows
that, we know that — and we
will work in collaboration and
carry through the necessary re-
forms. So, yes, Georgia is clos-
er but there is still work to do,”
Rasmussen declared.

Since Ivanishvili took office
last year dozens of politicians
linked to President Mikheil
Saakashvili have been arrested,
triggering warnings from the
West that the Georgian govern-
ment should avoid selective jus-
tice and the persecution of po-
litical opponents. Asked about
these arrests and legal proceed-
ings against members of the
previous government, the
NATO Secretary General re-
sponded: “I want to make clear,
that we are following the recent
arrests of former government
members with great concern.”

“I have in my conversations
with representatives of the gov-
ernment stressed that we expect
the Georgian authorities and
Georgian courts to fully respect
the fundamental principles of
rule of law and ensure due pro-
cess,” Rasmussen commented
at a joint news conference with
President Saakashvili, who
added: “We spoke very openly
and frankly about issues relat-
ed to rule of law, human rights
and democracy in Georgia. |
think this is a very difficult
moment for Georgia in this re-
gard. In the long-term perspec-
tive Georgia will overcome all
its difficulties and of course
become a NATO member ...
but now we are going through a
very difficult phase as we are
facing serious, problematic is-
sues.”

Former Prime Minister
Vano Merabishvili is one of the
former ministers arrested since
Ivanishvili rose to power. He is
accused of abuse of power, cor-
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ruption, illegal imprisonment
and illegally obtaining personal
information. However Ivanish-
vili dismissed accusations that
he is using courts to settle
scores with his political rivals,
saying that any wrongdoing, by
anyone, must be dealt with ac-
cording to the law.

The NATO Secretary Gen-
eral said that Georgia must en-
sure that the presidential elec-
tions in October satisfy demo-
cratic standards.

RELATIONS WITH
RUSSIA

One of the most important
issues discussed at the NATO-
Georgia Commission meeting
was Georgia’s relations with
Russia.

“Russia is not being pleased
with [Georgia’s NATO aspira-
tions] and will not be pleased
with them in the future, and we
know this very well, but the
Georgian people are pleased
with them and it is the Geor-
gian people whose views we
take into consideration. This is
not my decision or the decision
of the previous government, it
is the choice of the Georgian
people,” Prime Minister Ivan-
ishvili declared at the press
conference. “Integrating with
Europe and the Euro-Atlantic
space is our strategy, and we
will continue along the road to
fulfilling this aspiration. This
issue is to be decided by our
people and NATO member
countries. It is clear that some
of our neighbors, including Rus-
sia, are not pleased with it but I
think we will manage to pro-
vide relevant explanations
which will not damage the coun-
try’s interests,” he continued.

Ivanishvili also promised to
resolve problems in relations
with Russia.”The successful
steps we have taken in terms
of trade with Russia are wel-
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come, but what is concerning
are the events of the last month,
which are still going on, i.e.
Russia’s border encroachment—
in some places the fences have
been moved 300 meters,” Ivan-
ishvili said. “I expressed [my
concern] to the Secretary Gen-
eral that it is unclear how Rus-
sia can have such a misunder-
standing parallel to taking pos-
itive steps. These actions do
not fit the positive context of
general relations development
and do not show Russia in a
good light. On the contrary, they
raise many questions about
Russia. I assured the Secretary
General that we, the new gov-
ernment, will be principled and
consistent in our relations with
Russia and will do everything
we can to resolve relations with
our neighbor in a way which will
not hinder our eventual mem-
bership of NATO,” he added.

“ISAF IS NOT ATICKET
TO NATO”

Anders Fogh Rasmussen
also expressed his appreciation
of Georgia’s “major contribu-
tion” to the ISAF mission, add-
ing however that, Georgian sol-
diers “are not in Afghanistan to
gain Georgia’s entry into
NATO.”

“In Afghanistan Georgian
troops carry out a United Na-
tions mandate as part of a coa-
lition of 50 nations... they are
there to serve Georgia’s securi-
ty interests, because by depriv-
ing terrorists of a safe haven we
are also making our own coun-
tries more secure,” The NATO
Secretary General said. He add-
ed that the Alliance was now
planning a new mission “to
train, advise and assist Afghan
forces after 2014.””This will
not be a combat mission, and I
thank Georgia for its continued
commitment to our joint en-
deavour,” Rasmussen declared.

At the joint press conference
Ivanishvili reiterated that Geor-
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gia is ready to contribute to the
Afghan operation even after
2014. He also stated that Geor-
gia is conducting railway con-
struction work in order to
quickly connect Azerbaijan
with Turkey, as this route will
be used in the future to transit
cargo to and from Afghanistan.

During his working visit the
NATO Secretary General and
North Atlantic Council mem-
bers also met Parliament Chair-
man Davit Usupashvili and se-
nior lawmakers from both the
parliamentary minority and
majority groups.”Georgia is
taking firm steps towards
NATO membership, a course
which is the choice of the Geor-
gian people, the goal the cur-
rent government seeks and the
goal the previous government
sought,” Usupashvili com-
mented after the meeting, add-
ing that “the Georgian people,
parliamentarians and politi-
cians expect that there will be
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reciprocal steps made by
NATO and its member states
next year to demonstrate that
the integration process has
deepened.”

Davit Bakradze, the UNM
parliamentary minority leader,
said at the same meeting that
the major political groups in
the country were unanimous in
respect of Euro-Atlantic inte-
gration. “It’s difficult to find an
issue which many politicians
agree on, but NATO member-
ship is an issue we all agree on,”
Bakradze explained.

Georgia has hosted North
Atlantic Council meetings three
times over the last five years,
which according to Thbilisi con-
firms the strong relations and
successful cooperation between
NATO and Georgia. Before
wrapping up his two day visit
on Thursday evening Rasmus-
sen addressed Georgian troops
preparing for deployment in
Afghanistan.

Joseph Danford : It is up to
Georgia whether to participate
in the ISAF mission or not

It is up to Georgia whether to participate in the ISAF
mission or not, ISAF General Joseph Danford at the
Defense and Security Conference under way at the

Sheraton hotel in Batumi.

Joseph Danford said he welcomed the Georgian
soldiers' participation in the ISAF mission after 2014 too,
as the Georgian contingent is distinguished with its
professionalism and competence.

"Of course, it is up to Georgia whether to participate in
the ISAF mission or not, but I, as the ISAF-'s commander,
can only welcome the fact that Georgian soldiers will stay
in the ISAF mission after 2014 too, as the Georgian
contingent is distinguished with its professionalism and
competence. The Georgian soldiers can make unique
contribution into stability and peace in Afghanistan", said

Joseph Danford.

ISAF General Joseph Danford is one of the reporters at
the Defense and Security Conference.

The main theme of the conference is: the ISAF
operation - progress and common vision for the future.
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Yermukhamet Yertysbayev:
Persecution of businessmen was a

step against the economy of G

By EMMA BAIRAMOVA, GT

The new Government of
Georgia is trying to restore
relations with those
investors who refused to
continue investing in
Georgia because of the
negative attitude of the
previous government.
These efforts seem to be
getting somewhere, as
some Kazakh investors who
abandoned their huge
investments here are now
intending to return. Here
Ambassador of the Kazakh
Republic to Georgia
Yermukhamet
K.Yertysbayev tells The
Georgian Times about the
problems Kazakh business-
men had with the previous
government and a number
of other issues concerning
relations with Georgia.

Your Excellency, did the sit-
uation in Georgia meet your
prior expectations?

I knew a lot about Georgia
even before coming here, as |
was fond of Georgian literature
during the Soviet period, par-
ticularly the works of Nodar
Dumbadze and Fazil Iskander.
I would like to mention that I
did not distinguish between
Abkhazian and Georgian liter-
ature and writers, as in general
this is a very interesting litera-
ture. Georgian cinematography
is known all over the world and
Qartuli Estrada are also well
known, so I have always had
great respect for Georgian cul-
ture. I remember reading the
memoirs of Ilia Erenburg, “Peo-
ple, Years and Life”, in which
he describes the travels of two
American journalists in the So-
viet Union in the mid-1930s,
and being struck by one
phrase: Everyone in the Soviet
Union admires Georgians. Al-
though at that time Stalin (of
Georgian origin) was head of
the Soviet Union Georgia’s folk
songs, dance, culture, cheerful-
ness and hospitality still im-
pressed everyone. My expec-
tations, as you correctly im-
plied, did coincide with what I
have seen here. This is a very
beautiful country with an an-
cient civilization, which has
very beautiful nature, architec-
ture and historic monuments.
The phrase in the song Tbiliso:
“there is no other such beauty
in the world” conveys the truth.

Do you think Georgians are
Europeans or Asians?

It has always been difficult
to define whether Georgia is sit-
uated in Europe or Asia, or
where the Caucasus as a whole
is. I think Georgia is situated in
Eurasia. If you are coming from
the south Europe begins here.
We Kazakhs have much in com-
mon with Georgians. We are
both cheerful, hospitable and
debonair peoples, more opti-
mists than pessimists. Al-
though Georgia has experienced
a very serious and difficult

transformation and prolonged
crisis since the 90s the Geor-
gian people have not surren-
dered, and on the contrary be-
come stronger. Now life is boil-
ing and bubbling here.

How do you assess the po-
litical situation here? Can you
compare this government with
the previous one?

Of course I can compare
them, I am well aware of the
political situation in Georgia be-
cause I am a political scientist,
but as a diplomat, and the am-
bassador of another country, [
do not want to make political
assessments or analysis. What
I can say is that when I handed
my credentials to President
Saakashvilil told him that 1
hoped that whoever becomes
the next President of Georgia
will continue his reformist
course. In my opinion, since the
Rose Revolution the country
has seriously changed for the
better. Mistakes and gross vio-
lations have been identified by
the Prosecutor’s Office and the
Ministry of the Interior, but the
Court must be the place where
such issues are independently
examined and resolved, as in all
democratic countries.

Do you think our govern-
ment can maintain good rela-
tions with both Russia and the
USA and Europe?

Yes, and I can give you a clas-
sic example of this. Kazakhstan
has excellent relations with
Russia, China, the USA, the EU
and Uzbekistan. When a coun-
try presents itself as part of a
great power, for example, Rus-
sia or USA, this just creates
relapses into old ways of think-
ing, dating from when the world
was bipolar and divided into
two systems, which conduct-
ed a Cold War which at any
moment could turn into a hot
war. By conducting wise poli-
tics it is possible to establish
good relations with both the
West and Russia. Kazakhstan
is in a customs union with Rus-
sia but at the same time our De-
fence Ministry has close con-
tact with the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation. Of course
we are not NATO members, and
are not going to become so as
we do not need NATO, being
already members of the Collec-
tive Security Treaty Organisa-
tion (CSTO), alongside Russia,
Belorussia, Lithuania, Kazakh-
stan and Armenia. However |
see that in Georgia the desire
and aspiration of the new gov-
ernment is to enter NATO at
any cost.

Why does Russia seek to de-
rail this process?

Because it has a large mili-
tary base in Armenia. You want
to bring NATO and Russia into
the same region, side by side,
and this could lead to serious,
powerful conflict. The way out
of this situation would be to
adopt a new policy. I am con-
vinced that the new Govern-

ment of Georgia will build nor-
mal relations with Russia. The
Russian market is opening for
Georgia. Of course NATO is
your own choice, but do not
forget that the US and EU need
no problems of a military-stra-
tegic character. In my opinion
you need to conduct a realistic
policy based on improving the
economy. In a country where
50-60% of the population is
unemployed economic im-
provement, creating jobs and
strengthening internal stability,
should come first. Do you think
NATO needs a member with
so many unemployed? The
economy should come first,
then politics. This must be
Georgia’s strategy for the next
10 years.

Did you see those terrible
prison videotapes? Should
such things be part of a democ-
racy?

I did not see them, but my
co-workers did and have told
me everything. No, they are
not part of any democracy;
they are evidence of its decom-
position. Some say that Hitler
came to power through democ-
racy and by means of elections,
but this is not so, because at
that time Germany was in cri-
sis and its democracy was de-
composing, and he seized the
power by taking advantage of
that negative situation. On the
wave of success and euphoria
after the Rose Revolution some
of the Georgian elite believed
that they would be in power
for a long period and thus be-
gan violating the law.

The President has stated that
he did not know about these
violations. Do you think it is
possible that Hitler did not
know about the concentration
camps or Stalin about mass re-
pression?

We had the same situation
in Kazakhstan during the mass
riots in Zhanaozen in 2011,
when 16 people were killed in
clashes with the police. At that
time I was an advisor to the
President and I can tell you that
the President wanted to go and
meet the rioters twice but twice
the local administration and his
inner circle convinced him that
the situation there was abso-
lutely normal, the demands of
the striking oil workers were
illegal and the rioting was pe-
tering out. So I witnessed the
sheer deception of our Presi-
dent by other politicians. Some-
times such things happen, but
please understand that I do not
want to interfere in your inter-
nal political affairs and make
serious assessments.

You remember that a few
years ago a group of Kazakh
businessmen left their invest-
ment projects in Georgia un-
finished and stated that they
had had problems with repre-
sentatives of the previous gov-
ernment, while our President
contrarily stated that the Ka-
zakh businessmen had not ful-
filled the terms of their invest-

ment agreements. What was ac-
tually going on at that time?

This is a good question and
I will answer it. At one time,
following President Nursultan
Nazarbaev’s official visit in
2005, Kazakhstan was the
number one foreign investor in
Georgia. President Nazarbaev
conducts a multi-vector foreign
policy and believes that Kaza-
khstan should have transport
corridors running in different
directions (through Russia,
China, Turkmenistan and the
South Caucasus) and have good
relations with all neighbouring
countries. Kazakhstan made
100 million dollar investments
in Borjomi-Likani, Batumi Port,
KazTransGaz Tbilisi, BTA
Bank etc. through BTA bank of
Kazakhstan. We made a lot of
big investments here, but BTA
Bank of Georgia then illegally
seized 51% of the stock in
these. We were excluded from
the management of KazTrans-
Gaz, our own company.

In 2006 12 million tonnes
of oil products passed through
Batumi port to Kazakhstan but
last year 5 million tonnes. Com-
modity turnover was 250 mil-
lion dollars in 2006, but last year
180 million dollars. So turnover
has fallen. For many years the
Georgian government has also
owed Kazakhstan 40 or 50 mil-
lion dollars, I cannot remember
the exact figure. The Kazakh
side, seeing such an attitude,
began to abandon its invest-
ments in Georgia.

I have spoken to Prime
Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili
and he told me: tell your Presi-
dent that the new government
will do its best to reliably pro-
tect the assets invested in Geor-
gia. And we believe him, because
he comes from a big business
background and big business-
men never throw away or
waste a word. I have also twice
met Archil Kbilashvili, the Pub-
lic Prosecutor, once here and
once in Astana, where he and
his Kazakh counterpart signed
a cooperation memorandum be-
tween our two countries. So we
know all our investments will
now be protected here.

We, the Government of Ka-
zakhstan and the Kazakh busi-
ness elite are glad to see this

new attitude of the Govern-
ment of Georgia because Ka-
zakh businessmen want to in-
vest in Georgia, this is a tourist
country and this sphere can
develop here and we want to
contribute to this. For exam-
ple, one Kazakh Company has
invested 5 million dollars here
and is now looking for oil wells
in Georgia.

When freight turnover falls
and the flow of cargo through
the port of Batumi is reduced
by half this is a very disturb-
ing, and the reason for it is that
Georgia has its own tariff pol-
icy concerning the carriage of
goods, Azerbaijan another and
Kazakhstan another. If we want
the South Caucasus transport
corridor to work properly, have
cargo passing continually
through Georgia’s railways and
ports and create jobs in Geor-
gia our three countries must
have a common tariff policy.
Georgia is Kazakhstan’s quick-
est route to the Black Sea and
then onto Europe via the Med-
iterranean. In fact we have a
great window to Europe in
Georgia. Kazakhstan, which is
2,744,000 square km. in area,
has no way of accessing either
the sea or the ocean within its
own territory, strangely
enough. This access is very
important for us and so we
want to make huge investments
here. But Georgia also has to
encourage this process, or
“turn to face us”, i.e. Kazakh-
stan and Central Asia.

If Kazakhstan and Central
Asia and the three South Cau-
casus republics of Azerbaijan,
Armenia and Georgia create
something like an economic
confederation in future it
would be a very strong bloc, as
this region connects Europe and
Asia. As China is now the in-
dustrial workshop of the world
a huge quantity of Chinese
products goes to Europe, so
through which countries do
they pass? We now are con-
structing the China-Europe
Autobahn which will pass
through Kazakhstan and Rus-
sia. Georgia and Azerbaijan
must be interested in the Chi-
nese traffic going through their
countries, and therefore in cre-
ating an alternative transport
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corridor. Every country is al-
ways interested in cargo traffic
because it is a great source of
income. The Caspian Pipeline
Consortium — which involves
Kazakh oil, American invest-
ments and Russian territory —
is a good example of interna-
tional cooperation, but Russia
will get the lion’s share of the
profit on transporting our oil —
52%- because the pipeline goes
through Russian territory.

Has the new Government of
Georgia asked KazTransGaz to
reduce the gas tariffs?

This is a difficult question
for me to answer. Recently
Georgia’s Minister of Energy
was in Kazakhstan and our two
countries signed an agreement
about returning the company to
Kazakh management, so let’s
see what will happen. The Ka-
zakh side asked for either there
turn of its investment or the
restoration of its management
rights. It is impossible for us to
both lose our money and be
excluded from the company’s
management. But this problem
has been resolved now. Of
course we were surprised by
the negative and irresponsible
attitude of the previous govern-
ment towards Kazakh busi-
nesses, Turkish businesses, Is-
raeli businesses... those who
run small and medium sized
businesses are very active and
enterprising people, they are
the salt of the earth and the
support of the nation, and pres-
surising these people is a big
mistake because it hurts the
economy. One businessman is
worth ten ordinary electors, be-
cause he creates jobs, pays
higher taxes and so on. So that
persecution of businessmen
was a step against the econo-
my of Georgia.

What can you say about the
cultural relations between Ka-
zakhstan and Georgia?

I was once Minister of Cul-
ture and | remember our cultur-
al relations with Georgia. For
example the arrival of the Na-
tional Ballet of Sukhishvili was
a grandiose event. Georgian
singers who are also popular in
Russia, such as Vakhtang Kik-
abidze, Tamara Gverdtsiteli and
others are also frequent visitors
to Kazakhstan.



The American Friendship
Club invites you to the cele-
bration of the American Inde-
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Dear Friends this Celebration 1s Organized for You

-
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA

You will get a chance to en-
joy your time with your fami-
ly members and friends in the
nature of the open air Ethno-

graphical museum in the city
center on the way to the Turtle
Lake.

Various entertainment ac-

tivities are planned throughout
the event.McDonalds will or-
ganize an island for kids. The
children will participate in dif-

will get a chance to enjoy your time with your family members and friends in the nature of the open air Ethnographical musewm in the city center on the way to
' the Turtle Lake.Various entertainment activities are planned throughout the event.MeDonalds will organize an island for kids. The children will participate in differ-
ties and the winners will be given prizes.There will be free rock climbing on the specially installed artificial wall.A few artists will display their paint-

You will get to taste Georgian wine and beer on the background of live jazz music.Georgian State Folk Group *Erisioni™ will present folk dancing by childre

£ We will have a special super Iottery with lots of memorable and valuable prizes. Cost of a lottery ticket is 2 GE

B At the end of the event the fireworks will go together with the American National Anthem and a cake dedicated to the American Independence Day will be

W There will be a sale of various gift accessories with prices ranging from 510 25 GEL.

: Participants are encouraged to bring American flags and wear red, white and blue articles of clothing to show their

" support for American Independence

You are welcome to bring folding chairs, tents, mats, other necessary items and enjoy your time comfortably. You can bring your own snacks and drinks and enjoy
your picnic. Please Bring the red white and blue colors.Parking lot will be available.Plan to spend the afternoan pleasantly with the family and friends and let's cel-

ebrate the American Independence Day together. The event starts at 5 p.m. and ends at 10 p.m

graphical Museum,

We would like to offer you the tickets to attend the Celebration of the American Independence D =
1

Tickets price 10 GEL - The price includes 2 Beer, 1 hamburger, 1 lottery

Please confirm you
For information an
For information a

la, 1 Lemonade, 1 Borjomi, 1 Soda.::

Address: 2 Turtle Lake Highway, Thilisi Ethno-

.5, The museum is located west of Turtle Lake on a hill overlooking the Vake district, Thilisi. It is essentially a historic village populated by buildings moved there

from all main territorial subdivisions of Georgia. The museum occupies 52 hectares of land and is arranged in eleven zones, displaying around 70 buildings and more

" than 8,000 items. The exhibition features the traditional darbazi-type and fiat-roofed stone houses from castern Georgia, openwork wooden houses with gable roofs of m
. straw or boards from western Georgia, watchtowers from the mountainous provinces of Khevsureti, Pshavi, and Svaneti, Megrelian and Imeretian wattle maize stor- » ;

ages, Kakhetian wineries (marani), and Kartlian water mills as well as a collection of traditional household articles such as distafls, knitting-frames, chums, clothes,
carpets, pottery and furniture. There are also an early Christian "Sioni” basilica from Tianeti and a 6th-Tth century familial burial vault with sarcophagus, ;i

ferent sport activities and the
winners will be given
prizes.There will be free rock
climbing on the specially in-
stalled artificial wall.A few art-
ists will display their paint-
ings. You will get to taste Geor-
gian wine and beer on the back-
ground of live jazz
music.Georgian State Folk
Group “Erisioni” will present
folk dancing by children. We
will have a special super lot-
tery with lots of memorable
and valuable prizes. Cost of a
lottery ticket is 2 GEL.At the
end of the event the fireworks
will go together with the Amer-
ican National Anthem and a
cake dedicated to the Ameri-
can Independence Day will be
cut. There will be a sale of var-
ious gift accessories with pric-
es ranging from 5 to 25 GEL.
Participants are encouraged to
bring American flags and wear
red, white and blue articles of
clothing to show their support
for American Independence
Day.You are welcome to bring
folding chairs, tents, mats, oth-
er necessary items and enjoy
your time comfortably. You
can bring your own snacks and
drinks and enjoy your picnic.

We have invited diplomats ac-
credited to Georgia with fami-
lies, representatives of culture
and business spheres, and
members of the Georgian Gov-
ernment to the celebration.The
territory will be fenced and
protected by the security
service.Parking lot will be
available.Plan to spend the af-
ternoon pleasantly with the
family and friends and let’s cel-
ebrate the American Indepen-
dence Day together. RED,
WHITE AND BLUE DRESS
REQUIRED.We would like to
offer you the tickets to attend
the Celebration of the Ameri-
can Independence Day. Tick-
ets will also be sold ( 10 GEL)
- The price includes: 2 Beer, 1
hamburger, 1 lottery tickets, 1
Coca Cola, 1 Lemonade.The
event starts at 5 p.m. and ends
at 10 p.m. Address: 2 Turtle
Lake Highway, Tbilisi Ethno-
graphical Museum. Please con-
firm your participation at the
4th of July Celebration to re-
serve free tickets. Contact per-
son: Ilia Zukakishvili, Presi-
dent of the American Friend-
ship Club. E-mail: zukakish-
viliilia @yahoo.com Mob :
597 34 55 00
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Ucha Nanuashvili: The government
should respond to the civilized world
with a full and proper investigation

By MAKA DEKANOSIDZE, GT

Georgia will not be able to
join the EU or NATO
unless it has high human
rights protection standards.
As the new government has
found and published plenty
of human rights violations
committed by the previous
government, including the
infamous prison torture
videos, violations of privacy
and discrimination against
minorities, ensuring the
rest of the world that
Georgia is moving in the
right direction can be quite
difficult.

Here Ucha Nanuashvili, the
Public Defender, says in an ex-
clusive interview with The
Georgian Times that the inter-
national community is await-
ing the reaction of the govern-
ment and law enforcement agen-
cies to specific cases of human
right violation and will assess
how democratic Georgia is by
how well it reacts to them.

Mr. Nanuashvili, how
should Georgia demonstrate
that it upholds human rights?

The government should re-
spond to the civilized world
with a full and proper investi-
gation of each possible viola-
tion. The footage we have seen
merely confirmed what has
been said for years but was dif-
ficult for anyone to believe ei-
ther within or outside Georgia.
Cases of torture and similar in-
human treatment create a very
serious problem for the coun-
try. The new government must
react and all the perpetrators
should be punished, as they
have not been until now. This
is what the international com-
munity is demanding from us.

The quantity of these re-
cordings demonstrates that this
criminality was systematic, not
just the private acts of a few
rogue operators. Therefore this
footage should not be de-
stroyed, but information gained
illegally such as unauthorized
surveillance material, should be.

The Public Defender is the
protector of minority groups.
On May 17 your office was
widely criticized for allowing
the sexual minority rally to
take place. A large part of soci-
ety considers that the protection
of minority rights equals the
violation of the majority’s
rights. What do you have to say
about this?

The Public Defender is re-
quired by law to protect peo-
ple regardless of which group
they belong to. In some coun-
tries, like Georgia, the rights of
minorities are violated more
often than the rights of the ma-
jority, though there are also cas-
es when the rights of the ma-
jority should be protected.
However, we have to remem-
ber that everybody has equal

rights. The direct mandate of
the Public Defender is to re-
spond to any violation. This is
what happened on May 17, 1
fulfilled my obligation.

Everybody has the right to
freedom of assembly and free-
dom of expression, these rights
are guaranteed by the Consti-
tution, which in all countries is
drawn up and ratified by the
majority agreement of those
involved, it is not the work of
one person. The same princi-
ples are reflected in the Euro-
pean Convention on Human
Rights and any other interna-
tional convention Georgia has
signed. So I do not see any prob-
lem in the fact that we mainly
protect the rights of minorities,
as through the world it is main-
ly minorities whose rights are
violated.

Who violates the rights of
minorities, is it the majority?

In most cases it is govern-
ment structures, or individual
officials or politicians, so it
would be difficult to say that
the majority violates the rights
of minorities. There are also
cases where the majority’s
rights are violated. The attitude
of the public and media is an-
other issue, and a sensitive one.

The UNM and various
Western politicians are claim-
ing that the former ministers
arrested are victims of politi-
cal harassment. Do you see
such a political motivation in
the cases of Bacho Akhalaia
and Vano Merabishvili?

We have discussed this is-
sue with the NATO delegation.
I told them, and I repeat here,
then when we are talking about
detention on political grounds,
the most important is that the
legal process followed should
be transparent. If it is not, there
is no evidence of political per-
secution either way. The Court
hearings and legal process gen-
erally are now open. A new law
allows videos and photos to be
used as evidence. Consequent-
ly nobody will have a problem
seeing case materials, filing cas-

e

es or defending themselves.

Several NGOs are observ-
ing the investigation of these
cases; the OSCE human rights
office is observing it through a
special mission and the EU
special advisor, Thomas Ham-
marberg, is aware of all devel-
opments. The Public Defend-
er’s office is also observing the
investigation in detail. When it
is clear how firm the arguments
of the investigation are we can
draw a conclusion about wheth-
er it is a genuine criminal inves-
tigation or a political act. Until
this is done, any statement re-
garding political detention is
merely a political statement it-
self, with no content. No inter-
national organization has made
such a statement, merely cer-
tain politicians and documents
the PM has spoken to and seen.
This means that the claims of
political persecution are not
accepted by the NGO sector
but stem from direct relation-
ships between political part-
ners.

You have recently returned
from Brussels, so can you tell
us what the West’s real attitude
towards this question is?

My visit was within the
framework of the one day Hu-
man Rights Dialogue meeting
which is held regularly. The dis-
cussion was about develop-
ments during the last year. It
should be noted that the recent
amendments to the Georgian
Labour Code have significant-
ly improved our standing on
this area compared to other
countries, and there are now
specific fields in which even EU
member states have less robust
indicators than Georgia. EU
representatives have admitted
as a body that positive devel-
opments have been seen in
Georgia, in areas from the pen-
itential system to freedom of
expression, and even in the
media there are fewer problems
than last year, when there were
cases of hindering journalists.
Though certain practices here
are being questioned, the Mer-

abishvili and Akhalaia deten-
tion is not among them. The EU
is concerned about unfair dis-
missal, pressure being applied
to the municipal assemblies af-
ter the election and the prison
death in Geguti.

You mentioned Geguti
case; despite general improve-
ments in the penitential system
there are still cases of suspi-
cious deaths in the prisons. So
how can the system become
fully healthy?

This is the most difficult
system to deal with, as there
has been a very bad situation
there for years and it is impos-
sible to change this overnight.
There might be individual inci-
dents, but there is now almost
no torture or inhuman treat-
ment. The treatment of inmates
has changed and inmate health
has radically improved. As for
the case in Geguti, it should be
investigated promptly. To pre-
vent such cases occurring in
future, it is necessary to have
an efficient monitoring system.

The Ministry of Corrections
and Legal Assistance has asked
your office to set up a new pris-
on monitoring group, when
will this start functioning?

The Public Defender has al-
ways had the right to under-
take such monitoring, but has
not often used it. In only a few
cases have independent ex-
perts been involved in this
monitoring. We have created a
40 strong expert group, which
will undertake unannounced
visits to all the relevant insti-
tutions. We have a meeting of
group members on July 3 and
4 and only after this will the
full list of monitors be pub-
lished. We are also developing
a code of conduct for them and
when this is agreed it will be
published.

No professional limits were
set; therefore there are several
journalists, lawyers, doctors,
psychologists, psychiatrists,
experts on under-aged issues,
gender experts and twenty
NGO representatives amongst

the group members. The lack
of such a group before has led
us to the present situation in
the system. There are still many
problems, but the reaction
mechanism is now different, as
we react to each report. How-
ever over liberalization is not
possible when we are talking
about the penitentiary system.

Has the minority rights sit-
uation radically worsened
since the present government
came to power?

As for the incidents of dep-
rival of religious rights, this of-
fice was involved in three such
cases before I became Public
Defender. Then and now, some
problems were addressed, but
unfortunately some have not
been yet. [ have recommended
aresponse to each case in order
to prevent some people being
above the law.

Regarding ethnic minorities
the situation has changed for
the better, as their integration
into state structures has in-
creased. Members of ethnic
minorities can also now take
exams in their own languages.
Last year 500 ethnic Azeri grad-
uated to higher educational in-
stitutions, this year 1,200.
Though there are still some vi-
olations, they are not on such a
scale as previously.

Who protects the rights of
foreign citizens whose coun-
tries do not have an embassy
in Georgia?

They can apply to the Pub-
lic Defender’s office. NGOs
used to work in this field be-
fore, but unfortunately not
many organizations are inter-
ested in this field now. As I am
aware of certain cases of this
type I have decided to conduct
systematic monitoring of the
conditions of foreign residents
of Georgia and of asylum seek-
ers. There are many asylum
seekers now and they are
housed in a special centre until
their applications have been de-
cided. We are writing a report

NEWS

on this topic in order to outline
any problems there may be in
this area.

You talk about positive
changes, has anything
changed for the worse since last
October?

There were a number of'ille-
gal dismissals of public service
workers after the election. Peo-
ple who were not guilty of any
crime or been part of any viola-
tion were dismissed. When more
than 2,000 people suddenly re-
sign from their jobs it raises
questions. This is a continua-
tion of the former practice of
each new government bringing
in its own people.

Misuses of power have also
taken place. In some cases pro-
cedures were violated when
former ministers were detained,
as in the cases of Kalandadze
and Gunava. We are moving to-
wards democracy, so these vio-
lations will not be permitted.
The biggest problem is the use
of condemnatory language in
Parliament, which has been so
frequent over the last few
months.

What is happening with the
Lapankuri investigation?

The final decision has not
yet been made by the Parlia-
ment. The case was investigat-
ed by the MIA, which is an in-
fringement in itself. As the spe-
cial order of the Minister of Jus-
tice signified that a police crime
was suspected the case should
have been investigated by the
Prosecutor. This investigation
has now begun following the
publication of my report. But
we will also demand the estab-
lishment of a committee of in-
vestigation which will include
parliament members, famous
faces and representatives of the
Chechen community. Many
people want to share specific
information with the investiga-
tion but are refusing to do it be-
cause they do not trust the in-
vestigators involved in the pro-
ceedings so far.

4 candidates of the National
Movement to take part in the

primaries

4 candidates of the National Movement to take part in the
primaries 4 candidates of the National Movement will take part
in the primaries. Davit Bakradze, Giorgi Baramidze, Zurab
Japaridze and Shota Malashkhia will be the candidates , Giorig
Vashadze, the representative of the National Movement, said at

a press conference today.

‘The National Movement decided to hold a primary despite
the serious political pressure. Registration of candidates ended
yesterday. Davit Bakradze, Giorgi Baramidze, Zurab Japaridze
and Shota Malashkhia will take part in it. 6 regional conferenc-
es will be held throughout Georgia’, Giorgi Vashadze said.

According to him, the presidential candidate will be selected

by the end of July.

‘I hope the election process will be normal despite the
existent political attacks’, Vashadze said.

geotimes.ge
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Afghanistan After 2014:
Taliban vs. Karzai or “Georglan scenario™??"

By DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA, GT

Afghanistan, a country
which has become the
dominant geopolitical
vector in contemporary
Georgian politics, is
somewhere between peace
and war. No one can predict
what will happen in the
country after 2014, when
the NATO ISAF mission
ends and the incumbent
pro-Western government of
Mohammad Karzai gains
full authority to run the
country. The NATO ISAF
Command has transferred
all military operational
planning into the hands of
the new Afghani Armed
Forces HQ and national
units since May 2013, but
how successful this will be
in bolstering the state is
doubtful, as Karzai’s
government controls barely
30% of Afghanistan’s
territory and is deemed
very corrupt.

The probability of a ‘Saigon
1975” scenario developing is
very relevant to Afghanistan’s
ongoing political development
and there is a serious possibili-
ty that the Taliban will regain
power. This was partially con-
firmed by a statement by Com-
mander of the NATO ISAF
mission General Joseph Dun-
ford, who maintained that there
is a possibility that the mission
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will negotiate with the Taliban.
The non-exclusion of this pos-
sibility indicates that the plan
is either to transfer power from
Karzai’s government to the Tal-
iban movement (presumably its
moderate [slamist faction led by
Mullah Daddalah) or conver-
gence the two parties, as hap-
pened in Tajikistan, where the
Islamist opposition and pro-
Communist Rakhmonov gov-
ernment formed a coalition. In
the latest incident in the insur-
gency, on June 25"in Kabul, a
Taliban military unit of 8 war-
riors attacked the very protect-
ed Ariana hotel and killed two

American Generals, several
other American servicemen be-
ing wounded. This demon-
strates that the Taliban forces,
like the pro-Communist Viet-
cong guerillas in South Vietnam,
are capable of waging combat
operations at operational level
in the Afghan capital, not a sit-
uation under which it is wise to
hand over control to an inexpe-
rienced government.

It is pretty difficult to fore-
cast, based on these latest
events and the massive opera-
tional attrition in Helmand
province, how the Western
“happy ending” scenario in

Afghanistan can come about.
The NATO ISAF mission ef-
fectively ended the day Al-Qai-
daleader Osama Bin Laden was
killed in Karachi, Pakistan, and
the rest of the Al-Qaida net-
work left Afghanistan and
moved to Pakistani regions not
controlled by the Pakistani gov-
ernment. With the Al-Qaida
problem thus resolved, the Tal-
iban could no longer be seen as
a challenge to the coalition forc-
es or Western society. Hence a
time has come in which it is
considered possible to launch a
dialogue with the Taliban and
consider a form of cohabitation

between it and the government,
based on the current Georgian
model, in order to promote sta-
bility and the peaceful resolu-
tion of the internal problems of
the country.

Having been givena guaran-
tee by the Taliban that it will
not allow Al-Qaida to return to
Afghanistan, the NATO mis-
sion believes that the complete
resolution of the Afghanistan
geopolitical “headache” is now
possible. It is not by accident
that the Taliban, which like the
government controls about 30%
of the country, has opened a
diplomatic mission in Qatar.
Qatar has a very strong Ameri-
can military presence (the big
Al-Udeid American military
base is located only 40 km
from the capital, Doha) and is
thus considered an appropri-
ate place in which negotia-
tions, at least unofficial ones,
between the Americans and the
Taliban, and later Karzai’s gov-
ernment, can be launched. The
aim of these would be to turn
Afghanistan into a federal state
dominated by Pashtuns (main-
ly the Duran and Hilzai) but
giving other ethnic groups
(Khazars, Uzbeks, Tajiks,
Turkmens, Kyrgyz, etc.)
broad autonomy and cultural
independence under the terms
of federation.

The coup d’ctat of 25"
June in Qatar itself, in which

Amir Sheikh Hamad ben Khal-
ifa Al Tani was deposed in
favour of Crown Prince Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Tani, can
be seen as being part of this
same strategy. Sheikh Tamim
is a 33 year old graduate of the
UK Royal Military Academy
at Sandhurst, but is also very
conservative and has fostered
links with the Muslim Broth-
erhood, which is a partner and
ally of the Taliban movement
and one of its ideological men-
tors. This convenient change
of government in Qatar pro-
vides further evidence that ne-
gotiations with the Taliban will
actually happen and could be
successful. In such a situation
Georgia could contribute to the
Afghan peace process not only
by military and economic
means but by adapting its own
governmental cohabitation be-
tween the Georgian Taliban,
the United National Move-
ment led by the Georgian Mul-
lah Omar, Mikheil Saakashvili,
and the democratic government
led by Prime Minister Bidzina
Ivanishvili. But the question if
Afghanistan, as in Georgia, is —
who will moderate this cohabi-
tation?

Dr. Vakhtang Maisaia

Military expert, Associate Pro-
fessor at Sukhishvili Teaching
University

Director, the GT Azri Strategic
Studies Centre

People with Private Insurance Cannot
Transfer to the State Insurance Programme

By LELA TSINTSADZE, GT

The new State Insurance
Programme will be
launched on July 1. It will
cover all the people who
had no insurance on
February 28, 2013, the day
the pilot programme was
launched.

The Extended Universal In-
surance will cover the costs of
home callouts, various services
provided by doctor-specialists
and certain laboratory tests,
including general blood and
urine tests. All these medical
services will be funded at 70-
100% of their cost.

Urgent home callouts and in-
patient services will also be
funded at 70-100% of cost, but
only up to a limit of 15,000
GEL.

A wide range of planned sur-
geries will also be 70-100%
covered, again up to an annual
limit of 15,000 GEL. Oncolog-
ical treatment and the drugs
provided in relation to this will
be 80-100% covered, with an

annual limit of 12,000GEL.

Healthcare Minister David
Sergeenko says that there are
two basic kinds of medicines,
those for chronic diseases, which
a person has to take for their
entire life, and those needed as
and when a person is ill. The
costs of these second types of
medicines will be funded under
the expanded programme dur-
ing in-patient treatment. The
minister added that the age range
(6-60)of those covered by the
insurance programme is that of
those less vulnerable to chronic
diseases. “The treatment costs
for such diseases, like diabetes,
are covered by the state pro-
gramme. Those of many rare and
infectious diseases are also cov-
ered, and arterial hypertonia has
been added to that list,” said
Sergeenko.

Pregnancy care and delivery
are also funded by the extend-
ed programme, standard deliv-
ery costs covered up to a max-
imum of 500 GEL and caesare-
an operation costs up to 800
GEL.

“The extended programme

does not include gynecological
services, as these are still cov-
ered by the vertical state pro-
gramme, which funds four con-
sultation visits at designated
centers, planned tests, etc.
though very soon the pregnan-
cy care service will also be ex-
panded,” said Sergeenko.
Beneficiaries will be given
the right to select their treat-
ment centre of choice, which can
be anywhere in Georgia. A pa-
tient can also change their ini-
tially selected clinic once every
two months. “There is no lim-
itation on this; it does not mat-
ter whether the clinic chosen is
private or state. 90% of medi-
cal institutions are private, and

we have no interest in restrict-
ing the work of private clinics,”
said the minister.

Sergeenko said that the
treatment of skin and venereal
diseases is covered by the fund-
ing of family doctor and other
specialists’ services, however if
more complex treatment is need-
ed, the patient will have to cov-
er such costs themselves.

However the programme
will not be available for those
who already have private insur-
ance, as this could damage the
insurance companies. “The
new programme refers only to
those who did not have private
insurance by February 28. The
numbers affected are not so

great that they will create a
mass movement of the private-
ly insured to state insurance.
This risk was well calculated,
and we do not think that this
programme will cause the col-
lapse of insurance companies,”
said Sergeenko. He added that
the state programme would
also not include those who have
lost private insurance for any
reason.

The minister believes that
the long queues of people try-
ing to claim their insurance cur-
rently seen in medical institu-
tions will soon disappear. “This
was one of the key risks we
evaluated before launching this
project. We have profiled the
medical infrastructure, assessed
these risks and do not expect
these queues to remain,” said
Sergeenko. He added that cor-
rect management would solve
this problem.

In cases of emergency and
home callout treatment, no pri-
or registration with the pro-
gramme is required. Notifica-
tion will be made by the medi-
cal institution when the patient

applies.

The insurance will continue
to cover home callouts for trau-
ma, fractures, wounds, thermal
injures (burns/freezing), poi-
soning, nosebleeds, allergy
management during anaphylac-
tic shock development, urinary
retention, acute laryngitis
(croup), cardiovascular diseas-
es (hypertonic crisis, heart ar-
rhythmia) and various acute
pains. The extended programme
now available also includes the
costs of cardiologists and neu-
ropathologists, laboratory and
instrumental research and
planned status management.
The funding of heart surgery
and interventions and the treat-
ment of children’s heart defects
will also be continued.

The programme will involve
425 provider institutions, and
1,347,658 beneficiaries have
been registered since February
28. Urgent services have so far
been provided to 41,713 pa-
tients, and 15, 275 urgent inpa-
tient cases have been funded.
In total, 6,361,132 GEL has
been paid out so far.
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PM Ivanishvili calls first
visit to Israel “successtul”

By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT

Georgian Prime Minister
Bidzina Ivanishvili paid a
two-day visit to Israel on
June 23-24. He held
meetings with his Israeli
counterpart Benjamin
Netanyahu, President
Shimon Peres, Patriarch of
Jerusalem Theophilus III,
the Speaker of the Knesset,
the Israeli business
community and émigré
Georgian Jews. Ivanishvili
said that the visit exceeded
his expectations and had
been his “most successful”
foreign trip so far.

“I think this was my most
successful visit,” Ivanishvili
told Georgian journalists on
June 25, adding that “the two
countries will stand side-by-
side in trying to overcome the
problems we are both facing.”

Ivanishvili said that his
meeting with Netanyahu had
lasted an hour and 45 minutes,
much longer than had been
scheduled. The diverse issues
discussed included security and
a possible free trade agreement.
“We also had talks about eas-
ing and lifting visa require-
ments,” Ivanishvili said.

Netanyahu remarked that
the two countries had “great”
relations and that bolstering
these ties is even more impor-
tant. “We want to expand this
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relationship in every way — in
trade, in agriculture, in cultural
exchanges, and [ would say
strengthening and building the
human bridge between our two
societies,” the Israeli PM said.

During their press confer-
ence Ivanishvili and Netanyahu
did not mention defence coop-
eration. However prior to the
visit Georgian Defence Minis-
ter Irakli Alasania had told Is-
raeli newspaper Ma’ariv (via
BBC Monitoring) that “We are
no longer at war with Russia,
and can therefore advance our
security relations with Israel.”
Ma’ariv also reported that
Georgia was seeking to buy Is-
raeli weapons, including UAVs,
anti-tank and anti-aircraft mis-
siles. Georgian Foreign Minis-

ter Maia Panjikidze, however,
explicitly denied those reports,
saying “Cooperation in the de-
fence sphere might be touched
upon, but will in no way be re-
lated to arms procurement
[from Israel] or anything like
that.”

The military ties between the
two countries once included the
Israeli forces training Georgian
soldiers and a small, but signifi-
cant, number of arms sales. Is-
rael has sold Aerostar and Her-
mes-450 unmanned aerial vehi-
cles to Georgia, as well as mo-
bile rocket launchers. But the
2008 war between Georgia and
Russia over South Ossetia ulti-
mately led to a break in Geor-
gia-Israel ties. After that conflict
Russia reportedly pressured Is-

rael into stopping arms sales to
Georgia by threatening to step
up its own arms sales to Israel’s
regional foes, Iran and Syria.
Subsequently embarrassing re-
ports emerged, via Wikileaks,
that Israel had given Russia the
data link codes to some of the
drones it had sold to Georgia,
which would allow Russia to
remotely control them and force
them to ground. President
Saakashvili alluded to this inci-
dent last year when Georgia
rolled out what it said was an
indigenously produced drone.
During Ivanishvili’s meeting
President Shimon Peres the
two sides discussed the pros-
pects of intensifying bilateral
and multilateral relations. They
also spoke about the impor-

tance of trade and economic
cooperation between Georgia
and Israel and the development
of energy and cultural relations.

President Peres confirmed
that Israel is a friend of Geor-
gia. “Traditionally relations
between Georgia and Israel are
good,” he said, telling Ivanish-
vili that “I am sure your visit is
timely and will bear fruit.”

The Georgian PM also
opened a Georgian-Israeli busi-
ness forum organized by the
National Investment Agency of
Georgia, the Georgian Embas-
sy in Israel and the Israeli Ex-
port and International Cooper-
ation Institute on the second
day of his trip. This event was
attended by about 80 Israeli and
25 Georgian businesspeople.
The Israeli companies repre-
sented various sectors includ-
ing agriculture, industry, real
estate and energy. Within the
framework of the event several
bilateral business meetings
were held.

“The biggest concern today
is felt to be agriculture, as the
state is conducting major infra-
structure investments in this
sector and in future will invest
even more to rehabilitate the
irrigation system. Israeli com-
panies are also keen to have co-
investors in Georgia, and I think
that this is an interesting area,”
Giorgi Kvirikashvili, Minister
of Economy, commented after
the forum.

Ivanishvili also visited the
holy places in the Old City of
Jerusalem and met Jews who
have emigrated from Georgia.
He then visited the National
Fund of Israel, laid a wreath at
the memorial of victims of the
holocaust and took part in a
tree planting ceremony.

IRI poll produces mixed results

By TAMTA ASANIDZE, GT

The International Republi-
can Institute (IRI) was
published an opinion poll
conducted between May 17
and June 2, 2013. 3,998
Georgian residents aged 18
years and over responded to
interview. The questions
asked, and responses given,
were as below.

PRESIDENTIAL CAN-
DIDATE

If Presidential elections were
held next Sunday 41% of poll
respondents would support the
Georgian Dream candidate and
11% the United National
Movement candidate. Of the
other possible candidates,
Salome Zurabishvili would be
supported by 7% of poll re-
spondents, Nino Burjanadze
5% and Giorgi Targamadze also
5%.

PUBLIC TRUST

According to the poll 93%
of Georgians trust the Georgian
Church and the same percent-
age trust the army, making
these the two most trusted in-
stitutions in the country. The
police enjoy 88% public trust,
the media 81%, parliament

81%, the government 79%, the
education system 63%, the
prosecutor’s office 60%, the
courts 55%, the Central Bank
50%, the Ombudsman’s office
49%, the Central Electoral
Commission 47%, local author-
ities 47%, political parties 46%,
the President’s office 37%,
governors 32% and trade
unions 20%.

ACHIEVEMENTS AND
FAILURES OF TBILISI
CITY MAYOR

The majority of poll re-
spondents found it hard to
name anything the Tbilisi May-
or has achieved. The question
asked was “What have been the
major achievements of Tbilisi
Mayor Gigi Ugulava?”, to
which 44% replied they didn’t
know and 10% said there hadn’t
been any. Of the achievements
mentioned, infrastructure im-
provements were cited as his
major achievement by 13% of
respondents and as his second
most important by 17%. How-
ever the question “What have
been the major failures of Tbilisi
Mayor Gigi Ugulava?” pro-
duced a similar pattern of re-
sponses. 47% didn’t know, 2%
said that he hadn’t failed in any-
thing and 3% that he had failed

in everything. The specific fail-
ures most frequently cited by
respondents were high trans-
portation costs (8% his biggest
failure, 11% his second big-
gest); indifference to the peo-
ple (6 and 7%); corruption (6
and 8%); wasting the budget (5
and 6%); being politicised (4
and 4%); low quality of build-
ings constructed during his ten-
ure (3 and 3%); failure to ad-
dress social problems (2 and
4%); and combining the taxes
for city cleaning services and
electricity (2 and 4%).

COHABITATION BE-
TWEEN GOVERNMENT
AND OPPOSITION

73% of respondents an-
swered yes to the question, “Do
you think the Government and
opposition should continue
their dialogue or not?” 13%
considered that this dialogue
should not continue and 14%
didn’t know.

FOREIGN RELATIONS

The majority of respon-
dents supported continuing the
dialogue with Russia. 82% ful-
ly supported this, 11% some-
what supported it, 2% some-
what opposed it, 3% strongly
opposed it, 2% didn’t know.

JOINING NATO AND
THE EUROPEAN UNION

61% of respondents fully
supported Georgia joining
NATO, 19% somewhat sup-
ported this idea, 5% somewhat
opposed it and 6% strongly
opposed it, with 8% don’t
knows. To the question,
“When will Georgia join
NATO”, 1% said this year, 4%
next year, 18% in 2015 and 14%
never. 64% didn’t know. 67%
of respondents fully support-
ed Georgia becoming a member
of'the EU. 20% somewhat sup-
ported this, 2% somewhat op-
posed this and 8% were don’t
knows.

COMMENT

Prime Minister Bidzina
Ivanishvili is convinced that
Georgian Dream presidential
candidate Giorgi Margvelash-
vili will win the election on the
first ballot, although this poll
suggests he will fall sghort of
the 50% plus one vote re-
quired. “Polls are polls; there
is always a certain margin of
error in them. It’s very impor-
tant how you put the question.
I tell you with great assurance
that our candidate will win. It
is a great probability that the
National Movement candidate

will not take even second place,
as this party’s image is very bad
in our country”, the Prime
Minister said.

Giorgi Margvelashvili said
that the IRI poll was interest-
ing, but “we are at an early
stage, this is preliminary data,
the spectrum of candidates has
not been established and an elec-
tion date has not been set”. Free
Democrats presidential candi-
date Nino Burjanadze stated
that polls do not reflect reality
and she does not agree with
such surveys. “I do not com-
ment on this poll at all, as the
IRI has previously declared
that the information released by
me does not correspond with
the results of its polls. I have
proven over the last few years
that I know the public attitude
much better than any poll
does,” she said.

The head of the New Rights
Party regards such polls as un-
reliable and thinks drawing con-
clusions on the basis of them is
unrealistic. “Polls cause great
excitement from the political
point of view, and give very
interesting information, but the
veracity of this information is
variable,” says Pikria
Chikhradze. The Labour Party
does not trust the poll either.
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Irakli Menagarishvili, co-
Chairman of the Centre for Stra-
tegic Research and an ex-Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, has told
The Georgian Times that, “We
have a long history of coopera-
tion with Israel in the econom-
ic, cultural and security sectors.
The new government’s goal is
to develop these relationships,
and I think Ivanishvili’s trip
was a step forward in this pro-
cess.” Economic expert Irakli
Lekvinadze has added that Is-
rael is one of the most power-
ful countries and therefore of-
ficial visits to this country are
always very important. "Ivan-
ishvili’s visit was very useful
for Georgia’s economy, as Is-
raeli businessmen have already
expressed their interest in the
Georgian Investment Fund. On
the other hand, after the article
published in The Wall Street
Journal, it was crucial to answer
all questions and prove that
Georgia is safe for any foreign
investments.”

Last week The Wall Street
Journal published an article en-
titled ““As Sanctions Bite, Ira-
nians Invest Big in Georgia,”
which detailed Iranian nation-
als’ recent activities in Georgia,
including investments in private
airline FlyGeorgia and JSC In-
vestBank.

Ivanishvili was accompa-
nied by Foreign Minister Maia
Panjikidze, Minister of Econo-
my Giorgi Kvirikashvili, State
Minister for Diaspora Issues
Konstantine Surguladze, advi-
sor Gia Khukhashvili and head
of the Georgian National Invest-
ment Agency Giorgi Pertaia.
Since becoming PM in October
2013 Ivanishvili has also visit-
ed Belgium, Azerbaijan, Arme-
nia and Turkey.

According to its leader Giorgi
Gugava faked polls can be used
to manipulate the people. “Ma-
nipulation through faked polls
should end. The former govern-
ment did this, but ultimately
failed to keeop itself in power
forever, and the same will hap-
pen with the current govern-
ment. According to our internal
polls, Shalva Natelashvil has
four to five times higher rating
than anyone else in the Presi-
dential race,” he said.

The UNM’s Shota Malash-
khia has told The Georgian
Times, that such polls are use-
ful in internal party work as
they identify where to focus.
“In these polls an incumbent
government always scores high-
ly. During the last parliamenta-
ry elections the Georgian
Dream was scoring 11-9% in
these polls and we were getting
more that 50%. But I think
these ratings are a realistic re-
flection of the present situation
and I do not suspect them, in
contrast to the Georgian Dream.
More mobilisation of our sup-
port is needed. The poll results
are good for the party, as we
now have more information on
where to focus our efforts and
what strategy we should for-
mulate, both for the party it-
self and its presidential candi-
date,” Malashkhia said.

Whether this poll is an ac-
curate guide to genuine voting
intentions will be revealed in
future.
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"I Assured Anders Fogh Rasmussen
that the Presidential Election will be
Much Better”

Time: 16:46 2013.06.29

“As you know this is the third North
Atlantic Council meeting, which will be
held in Georgia. Such meetings prove the
great attention that NATO members show
to Georgia. Georgia makes consecutive
steps, to become a member of this very
dianified alliance as soon as possible. We

Anders Fogh

Rasmussen — Georgia
is now Closer to NATO
but Still A lot Work is

Needed
16

6:45 2013.06.29

l | Yes, Georgia is now closer to
NATO, but <till a lot work is

needed, NATO Secretary
General Anders Fogh
Rasmussen stated at the
press conference after
meeting Prime Minister
Bidzina Ivanishvili.
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Arrests, Releases and
Rearrests at Tbilisi City Hall

By LIKA MOSHIASHVILI, GT

Four senior officials from
the Thilisi municipality
have been detained in
connection with an ongoing
investigation into the
“embezzlement and
misspending” of GEL 48.9
million from the Thilisi
Development Fund, the
municipal entity designed
to finance the restoration
of the older parts of the
capital city.The Finance
Ministry’s investigations
service, which is in charge
of probing into financial
wrongdoings, announced
this on June 28, only for
President Mikheil
Saakashvili’s opposition
United National Movement
to announce that it would
boycott parliamentary
sittings in protest at the
arrests.

Deputy Mayor of Tbilisi
Davit Alavidze, Davit Avaliani,
the head of the Tbilisi Devel-
opment Fund,Alexi Tabuash-
vili, head of the Procurement
Service of the Mayor’s Office
and Dimitri Chkheidze, depu-
ty head of the Krtsanisi district,
were arrested along with 23 oth-
ers from the Tbilisi municipal-
ity almost simultaneously in
various locations early on
Thursday; the other 23, two of

Candidates for UNM Presidential Primaries

Four candidates, including
former parliament speaker and
now leader of parliamentary
minority  group  Davit
Bakradze, will be running for
UNM presidential nomination
in October, 2013 elections.

Other three candidates are
UNM lawmakers Giorgi Bara-
midze; Zurab Japaridze and
Shota Malashkhia.

The candidates will be con-
testing for the presidential
nomination in primaries winner
of which is expected to be an-
nounced at a conference in
Thilisi on July 28.

Previously Bakradze sound-
ed reluctant over the prospect
of running for president. Ex-
plaining his decision to agree on
being a candidate in the UNM’s
primaries, Bakradze said on
June 28 that recently emerged
videos showing torture of two
men by law enforcement offic-
ers reportedly in 2011 played
a role in his decision in favor
for running in the primaries.

“I want to tell you frankly
that it was a very difficult and
serious decision for me. I thought
very much about it before mak-
ing this decision,” Bakradze told
Rustavi 2 TV’s talk show Posi-
tion late on Friday.

“T'have a sense of obligation
as I was part of the political
team [in previous authorities],
chairman of the parliament and
I feel that I have moral obliga-
tions before those people who

whom were UNM members of
Thilisi City Council (Sakrebu-
lo), were released by noon the
same day, but the four named
persons were later rearrested.
Thilisi Mayor Gigi Ugulava
reacted to his staff’s detention
by calling an emergency press
conference at night, calling the
detentions unlawful.”As soon
as the NATO Secretary Gener-
al left the country they started
arresting people on trumped-
up charges again. They are try-
ing to put pressure on the Tbili-
si local authority, where our
party, the United National
Movement, retains a
majority,”Ugulava commented.
On the same day NATO
Secretary General Anders Fogh
Rasmussen, during his two day
trip in Georgia, had announced
that the organisation was fol-
lowing the arrests of UNM of-
ficials “with great concern”.
Ugulava, seen as one of
Saakashvili’s closest allies, was
charged in February with mis-
using state funds and money
laundering. Former Prime Min-
ister Vano Merabishvili, another
top ally of the President, is cur-
rently in jail awaiting trial on
graft and abuse of power charg-
es. PM Ivanishvili publicly
stated on June 24 that he does
“not exclude” the possibility
that Saakashvili himself could

became victims of unfair treat-
ment or violence from the pre-
vious authorities. Instead of
standing aside — that would
have been comfortable in such
a situation, I feel that it is my
moral obligation now before
those people who were victims
of violent actions or injustice
over the recent years to apolo-
gize before these people and to
spare no efforts in order not to
let such things reoccur again in
the future and to help them in
restoring their rights today be-
cause [ failed to do it yester-
day,” Bakradze said.

“It is also my moral obliga-
tion before the United Nation-
al movement supporters not to
stand aside, but to stand beside
them and to struggle together
with them, because absolute
majority of our supporters are
today in the state of trauma,
pain and shock against the back-
drop of torrent of accusations
that is directed against
[UNM],” he said.

“It is my obligation before
these people to look them in
the eye and to tell them that we
should be proud of achieve-
ments that we have made over
the past nine years... But in
order to be proud of our past,
we should also face the prob-
lems that persisted in the past;
we should analyze and ac-
knowledge all those problems
that persisted in the past. For
me being able to face the prob-

be arrested after he leaves of-
fice following the presidential
electionsin October.

Georgia’s Minister of Fi-
nance Nodar Khaduri told jour-
nalists the law will be applied
strictly to everyone who has
misappropriated funds in a gov-
ernment position. “An investi-
gation is underway. It will be
very transparent and objective.
No former, current or future
position gives anyone immuni-
ty from being held accountable
for past crimes,” he noted, add-
ing that the arrestedpersons
were detained as stipulated by
Georgian law.

The Finance Ministry’s in-
vestigations service states that
Tbilisi’s Deputy Mayor and
the three other arrested person-
sare suspected of “along with
other persons, having embez-
zled and misspent”over GEL
48.9 million. The case consists
of three episodes related to us-
ing public funds to cover UNM
party expenses in 2011-2012.

The first episode, accord-
ing to the authorities, involved
funneling GEL 13.85 million of
Tbilisi municipality funds to
finance the UNM and its ac-
tivists through creating 719 fic-
titious jobs in the Tbilisi De-
velopment Fund; this money
was allegedly transferred be-
tween November 2011 and
June 2012 in the form of
monthly wages on salary cards

lem, to analyze it and to apolo-
gize is a sign of strength not
weakness.”

“So I want to tell [UNM]
party supporters and mem-
bers: I am not standing aside, [
have obligations before you and
I will stay with you to the end
and we will be able to bring our
past [deeds], both negative and
positive ones, to the people
objectively,” he said.

He also said that “the direc-
tion in which the country is now
moving is dangerous”, adding
that “such level of polarization,
confrontation, hysteria and ha-
tred between politicians is in-
admissible.”

“So it is my moral obliga-
tion before this country to stay
where I am and to do every-
thing possible to make process-
es move towards calming
down, reconciliation and devel-
opment,” he added.

Bakradze also stressed that
it was important to realize what

issued to persons fictitiously
employed by the Tbilisi De-
velopment Fund as “building
research specialists.” These
persons, according to the in-
vestigations service, were not
even aware of the existence of
these salary cards, which were
allegedly in the possession of
Alexi Tabuashvili, Davit Aval-
iani, Dimitri Chkheidze and
several dozen other employ-
ees of the capital city’s mu-
nicipality, who during the giv-
en periodthus withdrew and
“misspent” GEL 13,852,497
of public funds.

The investigations service
also said that “most of these
719 persons” had been em-
ployed in 2010, also fictitious-
ly, by TbilService Group, an
entity run by the Tbilisi mu-
nicipality to provide waste
management services forthe
capital city. Tbilisi Mayor Gigi
Ugulava, is facing “misspend-
ing and embezzlement” charg-
es in connection with this al-
leged creation of fictitious jobs.

The investigations service
says that in the second episode,
related to the first, Davit Ala-
vidze and then head of the
Tbilisi Development Fund
Giorgi Sabanadze, “cancelled”
these salary cards in June 2012
and started withdrawing funds
directly from the bank account
of the Tbilisi Development
Fund; a total of GEL 34.32 mil-

the upcoming presidential elec-
tions would not be about change
of the government. After the
presidential elections new con-
stitution will go into force,
which will significantly reduce
powers of the president and
increase those of the prime min-
ister.

“These elections are not
about change of the government
and we should take it into con-
sideration when speaking about
opposition’s chances in these
elections. These elections will
not lead to change of the cur-
rent government and [Prime
Minister] Bidzina Ivanishvili;
the current government will re-
main. Upcoming elections have
to define one thing: whether or
not all the posts [in every
branch of government] will be
held by a single political force,”
Bakradze said.

“Past experiences, including
our own [UNM’s] experience,
shows that when a single polit-
ical force is in possession of all

lion was thus allegedly with-
drawn and “misappropriated”
in seven installments from
June-October 2012.

In the third episode, the in-
vestigations service alleges that
in February 2012 the Tbilisi
Development Fund contracted
two private companies to pro-
vide buffet services for events
hosted by the UNM; GEL
719,862 was allegedly spent for
this purpose from the budget
of the Tbilisi Development
Fund. “Overall, GEL
48,930,822 was embezzled
from the Tbilisi Development
Fund and misspent” the inves-
tigations service said, adding
that the probe into the case was

still ongoing.
Saakashvili’s United Na-
tional Movement Party

(UNM), which lost the parlia-
mentary elections in October
last year to a coalition led by
current Prime Minsiter Bidzi-
na Ivanishvili, condemned the
arrests as part of an “unprece-
dented” government attack on
the party.”I do not know any-
one who is more honest than
one of the detainees, Davit

the posts, it is not good for the
country,” he added.

In March, 2013 poll, com-
missioned by NDI and fielded
by CRRC, Bakradze enjoyed
with highest favorability rating
among UNM figures with 48%
(question asked to respondents
was ‘do you like or dislike”),
far ahead of many UNM poli-
ticians, including President
Saakashvili who had 25%.

Giorgi Baramidze, who is
also a candidate in UNM’s pres-
idential primaries, had 19% of
favorability rating in the same
poll in March.

Baramidze was the longest
serving cabinet minister when
UNM was in power; first he
held interior minister’s post af-
ter the 2003 Rose Revolution
and then defense minister’s
post in June-December, 2004.
He was the state minister for
Euro-Atlantic integration issues
from December, 2004 to Au-
gust, 2012 before being named
UNM’s majoritarian MP can-

Ninidze. He is the builder of a
new Georgia. He designed the
new Batumi, new Sighnaghi,
new Mestia, new Telavi and
new Thbilisi,”Saakashvili de-
clared. “The arrest of Davit
Ninidze as a wolf will remain a
“shameful stain” not only on
the government but everyone
living in this period,”he contin-
ued. The President called the
arrests “nauseating”.

The UNM MPs walked out
parliament to protest against
the arrests of several party
members on June 28. “We are
conducting a political boycott.
The [UNM] parliamentary
faction has walked out of the
parliamentary sitting and all its
members are going to Tbilisi to
continue the struggle for legali-
ty and truth,” stated MP Le-
van Bezhuashvili, standing
alongside other UNM lawmak-
ers in the Parliament building
in Kutaisi.

Irakli Abesadze, the Head of
the Legal Service of Tbilisi City
Hall,announced later that the
arrested persons will sue for
wrongful arrest and demand the
punishment of the offenders.

Named

didate in Batumi single-man-
date constituency. Before join-
ing the executive government in
2004 he spent almost ten years
as a lawmaker.

In 2012 parliamentary elec-
tions Baramidze lost majoritar-
ian MP race in Batumi to GD’s
candidate Murman Dumbadze;
Baramidze garnered 31.3% of
votes against Dumbadze’s
63.3%. Baramidze, however,
became a lawmaker through
UNM’s party-list.

MP Shota Malashkhia, who
is also running in the UNM’s
presidential primaries, was
chairman of the parliamentary
commission on territorial integ-
rity in the previous Parliament.

Unlike three other contend-
ers, MP Zurab Japaridze is rel-
atively newcomer in politics
who joined the UNM ahead of
the October, 2012 parliamen-
tary elections and became a law-
maker through UNM’s party-
list.

civil.ge
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Georgia Inspires me: American
Director Brings Hollywood To Tbilisi

By TAKO AGARASHVILI, GT

Hollywood came to Georgia
in 2012. It has ‘broken
camp’ here too. An Ameri-
can screenwriter and
filmmakerhas found lots of
things to write about in
Georgia. He intends to
make films here and has no
intention of leaving until
all his big plans have
become a reality.

Stacey Paul Rugelyis a Hol-
lywood boy. His parents met
in Hollywood and as a family
they have travelled the world.
He has worked in the entertain-
ment industry for many years.
From 2003 onwards he com-
muted from San Diego to Hol-
lywood to work on different TV
shows, thenhe got into writing
when he realised he had a lot to
write about. All the movies he
worked on (sometimes as a vol-
unteer) made him hungry to
make his own.

Stacy writes nonstop, wher-
ever he is, however he is feel-
ing. He just writes. After selling
tons of scripts he figured it was
the perfect time to travel, see
the world and write about it,
have adventures and write about
them, live stories and write them
down. That’s how he came to
Georgia, it was just another

SOCIETY

stop. But like I said he ‘broke
camp’ here for several reasons.

First of all, tell me about
your Hollywood achievements.

My film ‘My Trip Back To
TheDark Side’premiered at
Cannes this month, on the 17,
I produced and acted in it. I
play the DJ at the club where
mayhem and shady deals take
place. It was a fun filming ex-
perience. The film was direct-
ed by my buddy Shane Stan-
ley, who I also worked with on
the first film in the ‘Dark Side’
series. I also produced and act-
ed in that first instalment.

Does it make any difference
whereyou are at the time, writ-
ing wise?

I can write anywhere really,
but I’'m inspired by different
places. Different places often
have different themes, and I’'m
inspired by nature, people and
sometimes history. But if a sto-
ry is strong enough and comes
to me while I’'m some place
where it doesn’t take place, |
write it anyway.

Which place has been the
most productive writing wise?

Norway. I had my best
friends there. Tons of positive
feedback and energy and the
nature there is the best I’ve ever
seen. I wrote three screenplays

there.

You have sold tons of
scripts. What happens to the
ones that aren’t sold?

I’ve sold many - shorts, fea-
tures, and have been hired to
write for others. The ones that
don’t get sold I try to produce
myself-that’s an ongoing pro-
cess.

Tell me about the script
which brought you here.

The script is called THE
NYMPH. It is about a guy who
becomes a man over the period
of time he takes to travel, open
his mindand find inspiration
and creativity for a new novel

he’s trying to write. I came up
with the concept and wrote it
in Norway, but it borrows ele-
ments from my own experience
of travelling and soaking up
culture.

Why do you want to film it
here?

Georgia is a place [ was told
about by many friends when I
was in Ukraine and when I vis-
ited Turkey. I went back to
Ukraine after my time in Scan-
dinavia and the UK and decided
to pop over after some digging
around and checking out the na-
ture. Those would be my favou-
rite things about Georgia - my

A letter from Georgian citizen Besiki Adamia to:

The Georgian Times has
received this letter from
Besiki Adamia, a resident
of Kutaisi, in which he
proposes that the word
‘peace’ in Georgian-
“UeOOOYND’ be added to
the ‘Wall for Peace’
between the Eiffel Tower
and the Ecole Militaire in
Paris on 14 July (Bastille
Day). At present the word
‘peace’ is written on this
wall in 49 languages.

Request ‘4942’ - this is a
great chance for France to be-
come a honorary envoy of peace
in the Caucasus region !

“We, as foreigners, can only
prove ourselves heroes of
France in this way — by giving
our life for it”. These were the
words of Dimitry Amilakhvari
(1906-1942), who after his
death was awarded the Su-
preme Order of the Legion of
Honour by President of France
Charles de Gaulle. His name
was given to the Military
School of Saint-Cyr (1954-
1956) and a street in France.

Dimitry Amilakhvari was an
example of heroism and devo-
tion. It is known that he broke
into the enemy’s camp alone

The President of France, Mr. Francois Hollande
The Ambassador of France to Georgia, Mr. Reno Salins
The Ambassador of France to Azerbaijan, Mr. Pascal Meunier

and removed a wounded man
from there with his bare hands.
Impressed by the courage of
French officer Amilakhvari the
enemy stopped firing and when
he had disappeared from the
field they applauded the fear-
less Georgian.

In a second half of 1942
Amilakhvari took part in the
bitter battle of El-Alamein in
Egypt. On October 24 this bat-
tle became his last. He was bur-
ied with great honor in the Lib-
yan desert.

It would be good for Col.
Amilakhvari to be reburied in
his homeland, Georgia. I also
believe that if Charles de Gaulle
were alive today, the word
“peace” would already appear
in the Georgian language on the
“Wall for peace” in Paris.
Achieving this is now one of
my goals of my life, I will fight
for it till the end!

My friends, please support
my idea — known formally as
Request ‘49+2°, and join me in
asking the President of France
to add the word peace in Geor-
gian-"U¢OQOYND” and Azer-
bajanian - Siilh, (there is already
an inscription in Armenian) to
the “Wall for Peace” between
the Eiffel Tower and the Ecole

Militaire on the 14 July
(Bastille Day) and let us give
each other the same word so
that we will do everything to
achieve peace in our region —
the Caucasus.

As you know, Mr. Presi-
dent, the Georgian language is
among the world’s 14 most an-
cient written languages! This
will be a great support from
you for our small countries -
Georgia and Azerbaijan - and a
great support for their two great
faiths - Christian and Muslim!
The people of these two faiths
will support you.

Maybe it is now the time to
add to the 32 columns near the

Wall a 33rd bearing the name
‘Caucasus’, where the word
“Peace” in all the Caucasian lan-
guages can be written.

I would like to acknowledge
that the administration of the
President of France responded
to my previous letter on this
subject (SCP/E & A/E 03188
23 May 2011, response from
courier. president@elysee.fr,
Presidency de la Republique -
Le Chef de Cabinet, Guillaume
Lambert.).

On 29 October 2011 I went
to the Wall for Peace holding a
banner bearing the word ‘Peace’
in 21 languages, including Abk-
hazian and Ossetian (the lan-

girlfriend and the nature. This
particular story has a lot of out-
door scenes; wilderness, moun-
tains, fields, etc. and I feel the
backdrop outside the cities here
can really enhance the story.

How about the crew and the
actors?

I'have a good team here, start-
ing with local talent. My friend,
actress and fellow filmmaker
Crystal Pistol is in the leading
role, but we also have some lo-
cal cast interested, we are audi-
tioning them. One or two leads
from France, Germany or Lon-
don planning to come out once
we actually get this going. As

guages of the conflict regions
of my country). There [ made a
special appeal and took some
impressive photos, which were
sent to a disk and then posted
on my Facebook page.

This topic has also been dis-
cussed in Georgian (Asaval
Dasavali and Kviris Palitra’)
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for crew, there are some talent-
ed and hungry Georgian camera,
light and sound operators, pro-
duction assistants, etc. All this
will come together like glue once
we get a green light and perhaps
initial production funding.

When are you going to start
filming?

I see an orange light right
now-that’s the voice of positive
thinking, and I will begin when
that light turns green-so, I'm
waiting for that green.

What other projects you are
working on in Georgia?

I have met some music art-
ists here - some folks would like
me to direct their music videos,
so we’re in talks. I’m also di-
recting a web series which Crys-
tal Pistol wrote and will star in
once she’s back from the UK.

You have travelled the
world, what country has in-
spired you the most?

Vietnam is one of the best
places I’ve ever visited, so I def-
initely owe thanks to my time
there. Nice place, probably the
best non-Western country I’ve
been to yet. Love my time there,
and I did write a lot there, while
engaging in frolic and general
bliss.

Where do you feel at home
now?

California is home, definite-

ly.

and Azerbaijani (Zerkalo, on 13
April 2012) newspapers and on
Georgia’s Rioni (2013, Kutai-
si), TV9 (31 April 2013, Tbili-
si) TV stations and the Azer-
baijani station ANS (23 March
2012), but as yet not in France!

15 June 2013, Kutaisi, Geor-

gia.

Joseph Danford- Georgian
soldiers are professionals and
brave, and they have good
relations with the Afghan

people

Georgian soldiers are professionals and brave, and they
have good relations with the Afghan people - Joseph
Danford ISAF General Joseph Danford has made a
comment about the article published in the New York
Times about Georgian soldiers. The Radio Liberty
journalist’s question why nobody rejected officially the
article which said Georgian soldiers were thieves, robbers
and have bad relations with Afghan people, Danford noted
he was going to make that statement today.

According to him, the information published in the
newspaper was not true, because the Georgian soldiers are
professionals and brave, and they have good relations with

the Afghan people.

"I'll deny this information published in the newspaper
now. On the basis of my personal experience, after my 20-
year-old relations with the Georgian army, I can say that
the information published in the newspaper is not true.
The Georgian soldiers have good relations with the Afghan
people," said Joseph Danford.

The General made the above-mentioned statement at
the Defense and Security Conference under way at the

Sheraton hotel in Batumi.

geotimes.ge
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SUNDAY BRUNCH

Gather around with your friends and family

on Sundays for brunch at Tbilisi Marriott

where we will cater to every family member!
Sunday Brunch at Parnas captures the essence
of Marriott's glamorous culinary tradition where
Chef Pedro Gonzalez offers a variety of delights
on the buffet with comfort cuisine combined
with modern flavor. Everyone will find Sunday
Brunch exciting with unlimited complimentary
wines from Telavi Wine Cellar, mimosas for the
ladies and kids' game room equipped with
Xbox KINECT for your little one to enjoy!

Every Sunday, 12-3 PM

Buffet - 47 GEL+VAT

Buffet, unlimited white and red wine - 59 GEL+ VAT
Children under 9 free of charge. Ages 9to 13 - 25 Gel +VAT
Special discounts for the parties 10 and more

10% discount for our returning guests

Tbilisi Marriott Hotel

13, Rustaveli Avenue, Tbilisi 8, A tt
0108 Georgia (Caucasus Region) arrlo ¢
Telephone: +995 32 277 92 00 TBILISI

Fax: +995 32 277 9210
tbilisi. marriott@marriotthotels.com
ThbilisiMarriott.com
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Glasgow
20 Akhvlediani Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 236 99 18

Ambasadori
13 Shavteli st, Tbilisi0105, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 2439494 (+995 32) 2 180110

Book Corner
13b Tarkhnishvili Lane, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia

Sheraton Tel: (+995 32) 223 24 30

° .
Holiday Inn Metechi Palace
HOTEL
o e TRILISI
[ b
Holiday Inn Yol )
1,26 May Square; Tel: (+995 32) 2300099 Marekesh expres Sheraton Metechi Palace
web: http://www.hi-tbilisi.com Rkinis rigi N5 (Meidan Area) Tbilisi, Georgia Addr: 20 Telavi St. Thbilisi
Tel: (+ 995 32) 439350 Tel: (+995 32) 277 20 20;

CRERLVLERE LR

NA3M6IAN LITBIMIITM

Narrioft.

" HOTEL : TBILISI
"VERE PALACE" 2
Fp bk R s R e
Sk ey il £ i Thilisi
: : Rustaveli Avenue 13 . .
Tbilisi, 0108, Georgia, Tel: (+995 32) 277 92 00 Marriott Qourtiyard
Vere Palase 4 Freedom Square; Thilisi, 0105, Georgia
Thilisi , 24/8 Kuchishvili St. , Tel: (+995 32) 277 91 00

Tel: (+995 32) 225 33 40, 225 33 41,

web: www.verepalace.com.ge

J—u_ﬁ..f

i DAVID SULTAN

S

inhouse

B
SUSHI BAR restaurant&bar S —— Ol — ;
Samurai-Sushi Bar Inhouse = — | 1] [ . ..J’f
Tbilisi, 9 G. Tabidze St. Ahvlediani (Perovskaya) street #17, 0162 Thbilisi, Georgia LW_J ¥ b
Tel: (+995 32) 240 39 99, (790) 16 02 02 Tel: 577 44 99 61 ool -
|
David Sultan A -_ L) e i
- 7 16a P. Tashvili str. Georgia, Tbilisi a .
; Tel: (+995 32) 2 935-006; (+995 32) 2 931-685 &Erl i h Oldse
I T Y i HOTEL Aotel
Il'sq}:-.-"""'
- Penthouse
b » 12 Metekhi Str. Thilisi
a w‘ b ‘,\ BLU Tel: (+995 32) 274 57 77; (+995 32) 274 59 99
Hotel Varazi ~
Kostava st.45a, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia; Tel: (+995 32) 293 11 61 IVERIA HOTEL TBILISI

N N N N N F F Firstlirish Pub i

Radisson Blu Iveria Hotel, Thilisi

' . } i}‘hj F—E E —_— [I ".'C_.L ] Rose Revolution Square 1, 0108 Tbilisi, Georgia.

Tel: (+995 32) 402 200
web: www.radissonblu.com/hotel-tbilisi

I

(’aé ffe

‘Wheels - Irish Pub
Thilisi, 16 G. Akhvlediani St., Tel: (+995 32) 298 87 33

FEotel

OLD METEKHI T11/11

Old Metekhi Tel: (+995 32) 243 93 03
3 Metekhi St. Tbilis

Tel: (+995 32) 274 74 04; (+995 32) 274 74 31

Fax: (+995 32) 277 46 35

11/11
11/11 G. Tabidze Str. Tbilisi
Tel: (+995 32) 293 23 40

K& M

S
Canape

Tbilisi , 14 I. Abashidze St., Tel: (+995 32) 223 19 21, * 4; ‘
Thilisi, 7 Kazbegi Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 237 35 73

Thilisi, 112 Agmashenebeli Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 296 22 69

KMM
Metekhi Turn10 Tbilisi Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 88 50; (+995 32) 2747185

River Side
Corner of the Brose Street
Tel: (+995 32)224 22 44; 224 22 55,

- Contact us and
w KO PAL A AWSéNSF'H Become our Partner

12, Kikodze str, Tbilisi, Georgia.

Konal www.award.com.ge Tel: (+995 32) 2934405,
opala E-mail:marketin eotimes.ge;
Chekhov str.8/10, Thilisi, Georgia AWARD CONSULTING www.geo tglgi o ge ge;

Tel: (+995 32) 277 55 20 Tel: 593 31 41 05
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SOCAR'sS MULTI-FUNCTIONAL BUILDING OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED AS ONE
OF THE WORLD'S MOST POPULAR

AMAZING SOCAR-MCDONALDS ON THE BLACK SEA COAST IN BATUMI
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