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Annotation

In the modern historical science is very asential for the new and latest searchers of
history to compile a monography about a person’s life and activity, based on biographical data.

Tedo Sakhokia worked in the ninty years of the XIX century and the first half of the
XX century. Great is his role as a historian in Historiography and he opposed actively the
political regime.

In the history of Georgia Tedo Sakhokia is known as a worker of the soviet period as a
historian, an ethnographer, a lexicographer, a translator, a folklorist and etc. His ethnographic
essays published in Georgian, Russian, French, English and Italian languages. These works are
the greates materials for the history of life and culture of the Georgian people. From his works
are very interesting: “Travelings” (Guria, Achara, Samurzakhano and Abxkhazia), “How we
grew up in the old time”, “Ethnographic writings” and etc.

The three-volume extensive work, “Georgian imaginative words and sayings”, is
noteworthy. This is the thirty-year labor, explanatory material used in folk speech. He translated
Bokacho’s “Dekameron” from Italian, Volter’s, Mopasani’s, Okhtav Mirbo’s, Emil Zola’s,
Barbius’s works from French, Ivane Vaazov’s “Ensiaveds” from Bulgarian, Borozdin’s
“Samegrelo” and “serfdom in Georgia“ from Russian.

The aim of Tedo Sakhokia’s life was to be in the service of the nation. He fought
against the Russian imperialist politics in Abkhazia with his word and social-politikal life. He
was against Georgian territorial unity infringement and opposed the ban on prayer in the
Georgian language in the liturgy and in secular sphere as well. So he was opposed to “the
Russification policy”. From 1890s till exile he was a leader of “a Georgian party” in Abkhazia.
Because of fighting against the imperialist politicy he was arrested repeatedly, exiled, oppressed
with the severe repression, for years he was in emigration (in Belgium, in France, in England, in
Italy). While being in emigration he studied and carried the scientific work at Paris
anthropological school at Sorbone University in France. He took part in the scientic expeditions.
At the same time he had relation to the Georgians public workers being in emigration in France,
e. g. Archil Jorjadze, George Laskhishvili and others. He took part and led to bring and spread
arms and a Georgian newspaper “Georgia” ilegally, published in Paris. In Italy he collaborated
with a Georgian scientist Mikhle Tamarashvili, in Ingland — with Oliver and Marjory Wardrop.
He had correspondence to them after that.

Except the scientific working Tedo Sakhokia’s memoirs, materials about the political
workers of the ninty years of the XIX century and the first half of the XX century are essential.

His private letters are more than thousand and addressees are about hundred.



After returning from the emigration in 1916 year was included in restore autocephaly of
Georgian Church and was a member of katholikous council. He was an active fighter for
keeping the Georgian national dignity, religion. In ateizm period he kept saint true Ilia’s
(Chavchavadze) idea of “land, language and religion”. Tedo sakhokia educated in Europe,
shared their culture. He was a distinctive personality, organized, disciplined, hardworking, fair,
intellectual. He knew foreign languages and kept Georgian speech culture.

Inspite of the fact that there are a lot of scientific publications in the Soviet
Historiography of XX century, they can’t show the complete picture of his working. Besides his
works were controled censored by the Soviet regime. It is necessary to study them because the
materials are very esential for studing the source base.

Materials about Tedo Sakhokia are protected by the National Archives (arms from
abroad, Georgian party in Abkhazia) and etc. Documents are studied but they need the editional
searching. Besides his private fund is kept at the National Centre of Manuscripts. It consists of
1988 cases, which is part of the whole study but it needs reconciling and publishing. Also in the
archive includes photo- materials. At the museum of literature of Georgia is kept memoris of his
exile in Siberia, which is published but is not studied in the scientific aspect. At the National
Parlamentary Library of Georgia are kept the correspondences and newspaper articles.

G. Chitaia published works about Tedo Sakhokia in 1956 year. S. Tsaishvili, S.
Gersamia, T. Khundadze, V. Sigua and etc. have publications articles as well. After publishing
these works has passed more than half a century and it’s natural that the material needs studing
in some respects, e. g. documents, newspaper articles, publications, life evens in abroad while
the emigration for years (In  modern Historiography professor Vakhtang Guruli has a
fundamental publication).

With studing the archival materials, manuscripts, peridical publication will be possible
to finish the doctoral thesis that will allow us to have a pundamental scientific complete work

about Tedo Sakhokia’s life and working.
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