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His Excellency Mamuka Bakhisdee
Maniater

:Dfl.h_. Aka. Prosa Ll.n.mk,

1 write % commend Minker of Defense Levam Leoeia's asthute and fearless beadenabip and
express my gratitude for your commisment 1o defense tefamm and (rvestment in Geosgia’s semed
Forecs.

1 et with Minister Leoeia wnd First Depuiy Defense Ministor Lela Chikovafi al our
MATO Defienas Ministerial in Brussels casler this month. Minisser Lroria’s detailed knowledpe
of our bilgters] secuity
CGioorgias defenie prioeities were both (mpressive and regssuring.

ion efforts and Minister Chikovami's clear articulstion of

1 must abio note thal your suppodt for the Définse Miniiry enablis Grorga 1o spond 2
mmaltumd(‘m Déencstic Product on defense and 110 percent of defense spending on

purchases. in line with NATO sandards. Priositizing defomme reform and

‘equipment
Mn‘ﬂmummmﬁﬂ\ﬂnﬂlﬂﬂu readiness and modernization of Georgia's
armed forces. M has simatuscounly reduced penonnct coits by 15 poitert, an ewscntial wep 1o
ensune Georgia's capability investmenss are sustainable

Finally, | offer my deepest gratitade for Georgia®s long-staading support for NATO s
Frission in Afghanistan. As ] rocestly commentod 82 The NATO Misisterial, Georgia bas endufed
wemendous sacrifices, (ighting shoulder-o-shoulder with NATO and Afjphan forces, withow
caveal. in some of the most danperous provinoes in the country. Our alliancs depends on
courageous, willing, resilicnl pariney £ thase the butden of ouf mutual secarity interests and
project stability around the globe. Goonjia han proven itself ane of NATO s mos steadfast
pariners:

P

our grategic

Dudecany,

i R O . e
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