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Habs 1l (B8 mupy — Upakmuii ['eopruesnu ['yaymaypu-Lnonamsunm) poauncs 4-ro sHBapS
1933 roga (r. Opmxonukuaze, PCOCP, CCCP). C 1977 roma Karonukoc-Ilarpuapx Bcees ['py3un,
Apxuernmckon Muxerckuii U TOmCcCKUi.

B 1960 romny Mnbs 1l okoHurn MocKoBCKyO TIyXOBHOIO akajiemuto. 16 anpens 1957 roxa, B TOmmicc-
Koii iepkeu Anekcanapa Hesckoro, o 6marocinosennto Casiteiinero u biaxenneiinero Menkuceneka
111, ennckon 3unoBHi pykononoxun Mpakmus [nonamBrimm B MOHAIIIECKHHA CaH, U 1Al eMy uMs s
18 anpensa 1957 roma B CuoHckoM KadeapanbHOM cobope OH ObLT PYKOIMOJIOKEH B HEPOAUaKoHbI;, 10
Mas 1959 ropa 6bu1 pyKomoNokeH nepoMoHaxoM B JiaBpe cB. Ceprus. Ilocie Bo3BpartieHust Ha poAUHY
OBLT Ha3HAYEH CBAIIEHHOCTYXHTeNeM batyMmckoro kadenpanmsHoro codopa; 19 mexabps 1961 roma 0wt
BO3BE/ICH B CaH UTyMEHa, a 16 centsops 1961 roga B can apxumanmpura; 28 aBrycta 1963 roma Obut
HasHayeH KopemnuckornoMm Karomukoca-Ilatpuapxa; B 1963-1972 romax ObT MHepBBIM PEKTOPOM
MixeTckoi TyXOBHOH cemuHapuu; B 1967 ObL1 mepeBesicH B AOXa3ckyro ernapxuio; B 1969 romy ObL1
BO3BeJIeH B caH MutporonuTa; 9 Hosi0pst 1977 ropa 6b11 Ha3HaueH MectobmocTuteseM [arpuapxa.

25 nexaOpsa 1977 roma Ha marpuapumid TpoH ['pysmHckoit Anocronbekoit Llepksu, Oepymieit
Havano oT Auzpes IlepozanHoro m Cumona Kananwura, B3omen HoBbIM matpuapX. Ilo boxsemy
MPOBUICHUIO, B MIXeTcKoM KadeapaabHOM cobope cocTosulach WHTpoHM3anms CesTeiiiero u
bnaxenneiimero Wi .

23 nexabps 1977 roma Wmus 11 6611 Bo3BeaeH Karommkoca-Ilarpuapxa Becest ['py3un. I1o Gmaroc-
noBenuto Mmuns Il Ha coBpeMEHHOM TPY3MHCKOM s3bIKe ObUta m3naHa bubnms, OorocioBckue
cOOpHUKH, OPOLIIOPHI, KHUTH, KYPHAIIbI, KAJIEHAAaph TPEX BUAOB; HAYaM U3aBaThes razeTsl. B 1988
rogy mo uHuuatuee Mmust |l Muxerckyro AyXOBHYIO akaIeMHIO MepeHecid B TOWIMCH, U TaKuM
obpasom, OblTa ocHoBaHa TOMIMCCKast TyXOBHAs akaJeMHs-CEMHHApPUsS; B pa3HbIX dacTsx [py3uu
OTKPBUINCH NyXOBHbIe yumimniia: B barymu, B Axammxe, B Kyrancu n Xyno; crmycrtst Beka Obuia
BoccTaHoBiieHa ['enaTckast AyXOoBHasl akajeMmMus, W Haxonsussica noxa srujoi Ilepksu I'enarckas
aKaJeMusl HayK.

B 1960 roxy, Unus I, B MOCKOBCKOIM AyXOBHOW aKaJeMHU 3allUTHI CTENCHb KaHAuIaTa
OorocnoBckux Hayk Ha Temy «Mctopus Adonckoro MBepckoro Monacteipsi». B 1978-1983 rogax
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Opl1 mpe3mmeHToM BceemupHOTO coBeTa ImepkBeil; ¢ 1997 roma ABISETCS HACTOSIUM UICHOM
MexnyHaponHoit akagemun nHpopmatuzanun npu OOH, u movyetHsiM wieHoMm Kperckoit myxoBHOH
aKaeMHH; TAKKe, SBIACTCS IMOYETHHIM JOKTOPOM Kbro-MOpKcKkoil ayXOBHON aKajieMuu, H
JIOKTOPOM 0OOTOCIIOBUsL TIpaBoCiaBHOHM 1epkBu cB. Tuxona B CIIIA; ydacTBOBall B HECKOJIBKHX
(dhopymMax o 3amuTe MUpa.

ITo pemennro Cunona (21 nexadps 2010 roma) Tutyn Karonukoca-Ilatpuapxa Bces ['py3nun 6511
ompezeneH ciemyromuM obpasom: Cesareiimmii 1 brnaxenneimmit Wnus 11, Karomukoc-Ilatpuapx
Bces ['pysmn, Apxuenuckon Muxerckuit u Towmnucckuit 1 Murtpononut buusmaTcKHiA 1 Lxy™m-
Abxa3ckuil.
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Ilia 11 (Irakli Ghudushauri-Shiolashvili) was born on 4 January 1933 in Orjonikidze, USSR.
He has been a Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia and Archbishop of Mtskheta and Thilisi since 1977.

llia Il graduated from Moscow Theological Seminary in 1960. By blessing of his holiness
Melchicedec Il bishop Zinobius ordained Irakli ShiolaShvili as a monk and gave him a name - llia.
He was ordained as hierodeacon in Sioni Cathedral on 18 April 1957; on 10 May 1959 he was
ordained as a hieromonc in st. Sergi lavra. After his return to homeland he served in Batumi
Cathedral. He was ordained as a hegumen on 19 December 1961 and as an archimandrite on 16
September 1961. On 28 August 1963 he was ordained as a Catholicos-Patriarch’s Cor-Bishop. In
1963-1972 he was the first rector Mtskheta Theological Seminary. In 1967 he moved to Abkhazian
Eparchy. In 1969 he was ordained as a Metropolitan. On 9 November 1977 he was elected as a
Patriarch’s locum.

On 25 December 1977 Georgian Church that origins from Andrew the Apostle and Simon the
Zealot had a new Patriarch. By God’s providence it was his holiness Ilia II. He became a Catholicos-
Patriarch on 23 December 1977.

He blessed a publication of Bible on modern Georgian language, theological compilations,
brochures, books, magazines, calendars and newspapers. Mtskheta Theological Seminary was moved
to Thilisi in 1988 and Thilisi Theological Seminary was established by Ilia Il blessing. Theological
colleges were established in different parts of Georgia at that time: in Batumi, Akhaltsikhe, Kutaisi
and Khulo. Gelati Theological Academy was reopened after centuries of decline.

llia 1l maintained a theological thesis at Moscow Theological Seminary in 1960. The thesis was “The
History of Iberian Monastery on the Mount Athos”. Ilia II was a president of World Church Council in
1978-1983. He has been a member of UN Information Technology Academy, honorary member of New-
York Theological Seminary and a theology doctor st. Tikhon Church (USA). He participated in several
peace forums.

On 21 December 2010 The Holy Synod of Georgian Church defined a title of Georgian
Catholicos-Patriarch as follows: His Holiness Ilia I, Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia, Archbishop of
Mtskheta and Thilisi, Metropolitan of Bichvinta and Tskhum-Abkhazia.
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Congratulating His Holiness on this special anniversary, we congratulate Georgia on how
miraculously the best, unique, and sadly rare features of our national character are ascended in one
Man to the highest and purest degree. His life and prayer give us strength, Faith and hope for Georgia.

Mravalzhamier
Nadya Columbus-Gotsiridze
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