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preservation of Georgian monuments

Abstract

complete georgian text of the ICAHM Charter of Protection and Maintenance of the
Aschacological Heritage approved by ICOMOS in 1990 is published for the first time.

Kiti Machabeli
Doctor of Art History, Professor
GOSPEL THEMES ON GEORGIAN STELAE

“The article is concemed with a group of the early Chrisian (Sth-7th cc.) monuments - stelae,
containing rare samples of the original iconographic schemes, which makes it possible to include
Georgia in the number of countries, creating new Christian iconography.

Nana Burchuladze
ICON OF ST MARINA FROM THE STATE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS OF GEORGIA|

Tcon of StMarina from the State Museum of Fine Arts of Georgia is published for the first
time. The icon is painted in distemper on 2 wooden board (36 cm x 25 cm). It was brought from
Gurin e westem proviceof Georga) i 1525 Th pining s reachd us 7  damaged sate
though the saint's image is clearly discernible.

e S image is not of initial coating. The fragments of the lower coating
are seen through the damaged parts of the figure and the background. On the lower coating,
under St Marina's image was represented a figure. Later, StMaring's image had been cut off in
order to fit a metal revetment around it (traces of nails are seen on the board). At that the same
period her shoulders had been lowered down, likewise the halo had been narrowed.

ed on the iconographic and stylistc features the icon is ascribed to the Paleologan period
1is relation with the images of the Holly Women, as well as other Saints, represented in the
monuments of the 14 th century georgian mural and icon painting (for example the icons and
prescoes from Ubisi) enables the author to date the icon of StMarina to the same epoch, 14 th
century.

Natela Jabua
Ph. D. in art History
ISSUES OF ARCHITECTURAL ESSENCE OF GURJIAANI KVELATSMINDA

Gurjaani church of the Dormition is erected in the 8th c. being the only two-domed church in
Georgia. The author touches upon the formation of the architectural structure of the monument,
‘which does distinctly testify to interesting artistic-architectural strivings of a certain stage in the
development of the Georgian Christian architecture. Typologically, clements of the three-aisled
basilica, three-churched basilica and domed structures are discernible in the formation of the
architectural image of the monument. At the same time, the main basis, forming the architectural
structure of the church, i a three-aisled basilca
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T~ /
Nicolas Vacheishvili /

Art historian A1155Y
WHEN WAS TONTIO ERECTED? Saliabd =il
o 1101945
Present village Kaurma, located in Javakheti. South Georgia, has preserved a number of
monuments, among which of certain interest is a small church, richly adorned with the
omamentation and inscriptions. The central building inscription makes it clear that the church
‘was built in the reign of the king George I and Kathalicos of Kartli Melchisedec, in the first of the

on the historical sources and the analysis of the monument, the author specifies more
concrete chronological limits of the erection of the church. The church of historical Tontio, i e.
present day Kaurma, was built by the Kathalicos Melchisedec in 1023-1027.

Dimitri Tumanishvili
Doctor of Art History

THE PAINTER ALEXANDER MREVLISHVILI AND THE PROBLEMS OF
RESTORATION

Painter Alexander Mrevlishuili the author of famous social-accusatory pictures, paid his
attention to the problems of restoration of the ecclesiastical painting. The authors quots an article
by A, Mrevlishvili, published in 1901 in a newspaper "tsnobis Purtseli” - "Some Remarks on the
Restoration of Our Ecclesiastical Painting”. The article does distincly testify to the fact that by
that time, when no problems of “preservation of the monuments" occurred in Georgia, Georgian
was concerned with their in depth consideration and, actually, difended the same viewpoint, as
shared by the specialists nowadays.

Nodar Bakhtadze
Architect, PhD of History
NEWLY DISCOVERED ROCK-CUT MONUMENTS OF SHIDA KARTLI

The article deals with the rock-cut architectural complexes less studied or absolutely unknown
10 the scholars, which are located in one of the hvsmnca! provinces of Georgia, Shida Karti
These complexes comprise dozens of structures arranged in one or several tiers on rocky slopes;
due its archaic planning these complexes are quite dlsun;,mshed among the rock-cut monuments
of the medieval Georgia.

As is well-known, up to recently, Uplistsikhe was considered to be the only pre-Christian
rock-cut monument on the territory of Georgia. Facts and arguments put forward by me author,
make it clear that beginning from the 2 nd mill. B.C. an uninterrupted course of the development
of the rock-cut architecture, culminating in the highly artistic ensemble of Uplistsikhe, is traceable
on the territory of east Georgia
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