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Summary

The study of the history of Soviet Regime is one of the
actual and important topics of the contemporary historio-
graphy. This period of the 20th century is known for the vari-
ety of scientific evauations, attitudes and positions in the
World History. None of the historical periods arouses so much
interest not only of historians, but also of writers, artists and
filmmakers.

There are many scientific works dedicated to the Soviet
system in the Georgian and foreign historiography, and
accordingly there occur various positions and attitudes. Hence,
it is difficult and at the same time necessary to view the issues
related to this period from a different angle and carry out new,
objective research, find comprehensive answers to various
guestions, which still necessitate investigation.

The events, which had place in the period of 1921-1991,
have often become the objects of scientific research and there
is immense specialist literature in this regard. However, the
time transforms the attitudes towards the facts, evaluation
trends also change, and in a concrete period, it becomes
necessary to reconsider and reveal the tabooed facts of history.
The ideological survivals of the Soviet system still affect the
mentality of the part of the post-Soviet society. This situation is
favored by unilateral coverage of the information and the
ignorance of definite historical sources by the wide circles of
the society. The monographs of the Soviet times are mainly
subjective and correspond to the standards of the ideology of
the epoch.

The history of Soviet regime embraces the period of 1921-
1991, characterized by the uniform policy and ideology;
however, it seems so from the first view; in redlity they have
undergone the definite ways of development. New ideas and
ideologies originate and change throughout centuries.
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Attitudes towards historical facts and the style of their
comprehension aso change. Each epoch has its own challenges
and tendencies. The Soviet policy was directed towards
sovietization of the states under the Russian rule. For this
purpose, both ideological and practical struggles were carried
out. Similar was the situation in Soviet Georgia. For Georgia
the period of 1921-1991 was hard and full of contradictions.
We can identify some chronologica periods, which had
influenced the political, social, economic, religious or cultural
life in Georgiain those times. The main objective of the project
will be elicitation of real documental materials of the Soviet
period in Georgia and their analysis.

Our research will  consider the specificities, challenges
and transformations characteristic to the epoch.

From the ideological point, we have selected some periods
in the mentioned chorological section:

1. The 1920s, when the Soviet system and policy was just
beginning to form. The population of Georgia met it
differently. To most of them the system and ideology, proposed
by Russia was not acceptable. Examples of this are those
demonstrations of protest, which are regarded as the part of
Georgian national-liberation movement: the 1923-1924
uprisings, which were doomed to be defeated, though it was the
important period in the newest history of Georgia and partially
determined the dynamics of the events of 1920.

2. The 1930s, when the relation of Soviet Russia towards
the peoples under the Soviet rule had changed and was
demonstrated through more loyal position towards the national
problem; however, al these were accompanied by repressions
and this period in the 20th century is estimated as the most
complex and tyrannical. Since the 1930s, the situation with
teaching of Georgian literature and language comparatively
improved. Special schoolbooks were published.
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3. The 1940-1950s, includes the death of Stalin. This is
the mightiest period in the history of the USSR, when Stalin
managed to realize his ideas and mobilize the society under the
common ideology. This is the period of the World War 1l and
after, when National movement becomes more intense.

4. The 1950-1960s are the interim of revival of Stalin's
ideology and the system, as well as the beginning of its decay,
which found its final expression in1991.

5. The 1970-1980s, the period of disintegration of the
Soviet Union and Georgias new challenges.

National-liberation movement was one of the  most
difficult questions to assess in Soviet times. This was a taboo.
Only with the post-Soviet period, it became possible to
overestimate this interim of the 20th century. This
phenomenon embraced nearly the whole society. Position
towards things and facts had changed diametrically. Gradually
the “terrifying” information has been brought to light. It is now
known what the 20" century concepts — “epochal ideas”,
“Socialist theory”, “the ghost of communism”, “the socialist
revolution”, etc. mean. Today the political thought which had
embraced the whole Soviet space and Georgiaas well ,is being
studied and reconsidered.

In the last years some works on the national liberation

movement in Georgia were issued, but they throw light over a
concrete epizode of national movement.There was not done a
comprehensive and monographical study of the problem yet.
The research will be divided into some periods. Initially
the position of different social classes towards the libertion
movement will be presented, seperate place will be determined
to the legad and illega forms of the movement, the
underground movement , evolution of dissident ideas. Special
interest will be paid to the role and place of ethnic and religious

minorities of Georgia in familiarizing the common Georgian
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problems and sociopolitical opinion towards the movement
will be evaluated. Attention will be paid to the disposition of
Georgian emigrans and the forms of their participation in anti-
Soviet movement, the contribution of those people who
sacrificed themselves to the struggle for the Georgia’s freedom.
The methods and ways of the struggle of the state against the
national movement, activities of secret service and repressions
will be shown.

One of the objectives of the study is the nationa -
liberation movent in the second half of the 20th century after
the death of Stalin, when on the one hand, the dissolution of
the Soviet empire began and the national movement was
activated, various organizations (Sota Rustavdi, llia, etc.)
aiming to revitalize and propagate national ideology emerged.
Besides, the team plans to analyze events of the 1970-1980s.
The study will result in reconstruction of the complete picture
of the development of the national liberation movement in
Soviet Georgia.
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