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25 B & oF E
8 » = N H g
¥ 28 S Ze o
5O £ 570 O
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I\ Bcero Bcero: Bcero: Bcero:
Total: Total: Total: Total:
82 82 33 49
1 2 3 4 5
2 S INR Aa 1 s
3 3 Ay Kpatkuii rs
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2. néb@om&)@‘/{]éﬂ
4 3 a HppaluoH. rs
Irrational
3. béda;@o
5 5 Aa Jlonruit fs
Long
4, %36438@0
6 3 a CBepXIONIHuii fs
Hyper long
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Ag

5. goqbb_qmqbagvz]qo
Hazanu3os. F\s
Nasal

Al

6. aéc]. quﬁog:o.
Hounr. nazai. rs
Long nasal

7. mbaob':]cab_(gm
CBOOOIHBIN fs
Free

10

A3d

8. moBc)bvaoa. 6o%.
CB06. Hazal. (s
Free Nasal

11

Bb

TNR

TNR

TNR

TNR

9. gmdqﬁav
Kparkuii Fa

Short

10. "é"(ﬁ‘
Uppan. Fa
Irrational

1. aédqgre

Honruii r 9
Long

12. Go%o;:o.
Hazan. F
Nasal
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13. aéd. babogn.

i Ee Jlonr. nasai. Fa
Long nasal
14. »oqols. aéd
o
3 i CB06a JIOJIT. 3‘(”
Free long
3 TNR Vv 6. 3
% TNR 77z 7. %
() INR Tt 8. o
15. ogéagho‘néo
a 1, uTeHcuBHLBIN }m
Intensive
o TNR 1i 9. a
16 0466.
. 1 Uppam.  fo
Irrational
] 7: g@dgce
5 Ii Jlonrui fo
Long
18. Eo%ogu.
4 & Hasal. fa
Nasal
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19. 4éd. bobog.

Jlonr. Hazan. fo

&
Long nasal
20. msqolsmon.
37909
- 17 CBOGOZH. fa
Free
21 c]a joémvz]gvo
Q e J JpeBH. Tpy3. fo
Old Georgian
21. Bs%bogm.
- N
d ] Hazan. rq
Nasal
3 Kk 10. 3
g TNR L1 M. N
23. 0663615.
«@ 1 WuTeHc. ¢
Intensive
I I “ lai;axoﬁ %
Voiceless <
3 TNR M m 12. 3
G TNR Nn 18. G
™ INR Oo 14. «
25. dm
3<d
& 0 Kpark. fe
Short
26. 0406.
& 0 Uppal.  fe
Irrational
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27. a@dgamo

& (0] ) Jonruit fn
Long
28. %86‘%&3‘3’“
& 0 CBepxI0T. fea
Hyper long
29. Go%og\n.
of 08 Hasan, e
Nasal
30. a&d. bobogm.
o) Q
of 038 Jlonr. Hazan. (e
Long nasal
31. moqolimon.
~ Oo CB?)GOV%(I?. fen
Free
3 Pp 15. 3
g 7% 16. 4
é INR Rr 7. &
32. 4é
a9
é& r I'yx. 4
Voiceless
1s TNR Ss 18. &
33. 0563615.
1 S Uurenc. (b
Intensive
Ie) Tt 19. é
d t WHTenc. Fé
Intensive
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0('] TNR Uu 20. 03
35. dm
3<d
%4 Ui Kpark. ¢
Short
36. ohr/)b@.
9 i}l Hppar. F"«']
Irrational
37. adsdacmo
a Uu E]E[onarg) Fv(-]
Long
. 38. Eo%o(n.
««J Ui Hasan. ©
Nasal
39. moqalimon.
™ U oGl -
Free
~ 40 N oljvz]oa go%
~ Ui CB0O. Ha3a. >"¢']
Free nasal
] TNR p p 21 il
4:] TNR Kk 22. j
q q HHTeHC. F(‘]
Intensive
9 S 25. 9
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42. ogéagh.

il 8 Untenc. 9
Intensive
4 (o} 26. B
6 TNR Cce 27. 6
J 33 28. d
V Ce¢ 29. V
¥ Ce 30. ¥
b TNR X x 3 b
43. ob & qbL.
b X I/II?TaeHC. )
Intensive
44 JS jbém‘a@n
3 i JlpeBH. Tpy3. b S
Old Georgian
3 q HHTeHc. Fg
Intensive
% 33 32.
3 g Hh 33. 3
46 oﬁr/mg S (%0
3 Hh d)e;?)HHraEJBILSI}I‘]ﬁ '3

Pharyngeal
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TNR

47 QOéOG&OQ’)"{]éO
JlapuHTaTHHBIM }B
Laryngeal

48. nooba.

Q)
(C]IdDapHHr. '8

Pharyng.

TNR

49. mod.—q5éoba.
Qo™=

Jlap.-hapunr. ?&

Lar.-pharyng.
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Arsena Odzelashvili
Narrator: Arsen Bertlani (aged 78)

It was in reality,
There was one fox in the mountains.

There was one shepherd, a very rich man. He used to go to various
places to get things for his family.

One day, on the roadside of Tianeti whereas in the forest, robbers
were looking here and there in the road, hiding their faces: the day
before, a close person told these men that the very day a rich shepherd
would go to Tianeti and warned them to meet this man!...

Suddenly they saw horseman coming and singing quietly.

— Here he is coming!.. — they said to each other; when he
approached they stopped him to rob asking: you are the shepherd, are
not you?

— No, brother, it’s not me! — replied horsemen calmly. — The
shepherd is coming at the back.

— But who are you? asked the robbers.

— I am Arsena! — told the horseman laughing:Odzelashvili!...

Robbers introduced the man and — okay, good bye Odzelashvili!
Stayed back

And this horseman continued his way singing calmly. Then he
looked back to see how things were and saw the robbers standing again
hiding faces and looking towards the road again.

And Guys! This horseman was that shepherd himself.

And the shepherd continued his way to Tianeti singing again.

And even today, the people going through that road of Tianeti
keep showing each other this place... The place where the robbers met
the rich shepherd...

I was in the mill, Came back,
Bran — to pig, Flour — will bring.
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At Father’s Tomb

Narrator: the same

There lived one king and he had three sons.

When he was dying he called all his sons and told them:

— My sons, You see I am dying and... I ask you one thing: after
my funeral I beg each of you to spend night one after another at my
tomb and guard me!

Of course we will daddy! of course we will! — replied the boys.

Very soon the king died and his sons buried him with respect,
crying and grievous.

As soon as it got dark young brother remind older one:

—it’s your turn to go to the tomb, isn’t it? Aren’t you going?

— stay away from me, — if you want go and guard your dad
yourself! Said he angrily..

— If you don’t want [ will go,-said the younger brother-I will stay
awake at my father’s tomb and guard him! He said and went to his
father’s tomb to stay up at night.

When it got very dark, one three headed giant appeared riding
white horse! He was quarrelling about the diseased king:

—youman! I couldn’t hurt you anything when you were alive and
now you are in my hands!..

Then this giant came to the tomb and began to dig it!

The king’s son stood up and shouted to the angry giant:

— I sware my dad’s tomb to let you do this!

And a big fight began !

Finally, after hard fight, king’s son defeated the giant and cut off
its heads. Then he caught that giant’s white horse and tied up to the

tree. In the morning he rode the white horse to his home.
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The second night It was his sibling’s turn to go to the tomb but he
didn’t desire and thus broke his dad’s will.

So, again young brother decided to guard his father’s tomb .

It was already quite dark when ten headed giant appeared riding
the horse.

As soon as the giant approached the grave and came down from
the horse, the king’s son attacked him bravely and put deep in the land
up to the ankles.

Then the giant fought the boy and put him in the land up to the
knees.

The angry boy attacked the giant bravely again and put the giant
in the land up to the neck! He also cut down his heads and went home
riding the giant’s horse in the sunrise.

The third night when it was the young boy’s turn, eleven headed
giant appeared at the tomb! The king’s young son still fought the giant
strongly and defeated.

And the next morning he went home by the giant’s horse.

Thus, the boy gained three wonderful horses.

The boy will use these horses in another tale when he desires to
get the princess for him, but today, we have to memorize this tale (you
and me)...

— s0, my little baby, remind me what do we have to say now?
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Three Princesses

Narrator: the same

There was one boy, he was son of the king, youngest of all three
brothers, he was the best one.

He had three horses which he took away from giants.

Suddenly there was news in the village that in one tall and bad
cliff there was an apple tree and on that tree there sat three princesses
and in case someone could go up on that cliff by the horse one princess
will become his own.

All the boys in the world found the horses to try their fortunes and
get the princess.

The fixed day, lots of boys gathered near the cliff, well dressed on
horseback. Everyone was nervous, everyone thought: who is the boy
among us who will win today and be happy?!

The time came: after the order was issued everyone started their
job.

The boys tried their best to attain the goal but none of them could:
some of them passed the half way and some even couldn’t reach until
one thirds of the cliff.

There were two sons of the king-middle one and the oldest, but
they also couldn’t go up the cliff.

Disappointed people were going to leave but suddenly one
handsome boy appeared riding a nice white horse!

— who is he?! asked the people in turns and in this noise this boy
managed to go bravely up the cliff with his horse to the top of the
tree, grasped one of the princess, made her sit on the horseback and
disappeared.

This boy was that king’s young son whose two brothers were in
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that place but he was so fast that no one could notice him.

People kept meetings for the next three days for getting the
princesses, but on the second and third days the king’s young son still
managed to gain those two princess.

One from these three princesses became his wife and he brought
those two princess to his two brothers.

—well!

Of course the brothers thanked to their younger brother and made

an oath of devotion.
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Gold Wooden Mortar
Narrator: the same

In one village there lived a poor peasant who had one single girl
and they lived very poorly.

Once upon a time, this peasant was ploughing and he had already
done ten lines and when he was to start eleventh his ploughing machine
tied to something and ploughing tractor spoiled the line.

The peasant stopped ploughing tractor and went to see what made
it stopped and he saw in ploughed black land gold wooden mortar!

He didn’t believe in his eyes at first but when he cleaned that
mortar with his suit he was sure that it was gold mortar! He nearly went
mad with joy.

Peasant stopped ploughing and quickly went home.

When his girl sew his father she exclaimed:

—Daddy why are you here?... have you already finished ploughing?!

— what are you talking about my girl?! — today I have found such
a fortune that I have not only forgotten ploughing but myself as well!
—replied father.

What’s the matter? Have you found treasure in the land? Said the
girl laughing.

— Look at this! Isn’t it better than treasure? — said daddy and
moved gold n his hands.

— oh! that’s gold mortar! Said the girl in astonishment.

— Yes, my girl, that’s gold mortar, gold one!

— well, what are we going to do now? How are we going to use
this gold?

— what are you saying my girl! [ will take it to our king and I will
ask him three daily lands.

— what are you talking about daddy! Are you going to give it to
the king? Remember that he will start an argument with you, maybe he
will even ask you golden pounder..
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The girl wanted to convince her father:

— don’t give this mortar to the king!

But the father didn’t listen:

Such a valuable thing belongs to the king only and I have to give
it to him!

The man took this gold mortar and went to the king noded and
said:

— My great ruler! This precious thing belongs to you and I have
brought it to you as a present.

— what’s that? what have you brought?

— Golden mortar my king!

Golden mortar?!. The king was surprised. — and where did you
take the pounder?

I haven’t seen anything else in the ground your majesty!

— what are you saying you stupid man! wherever you found the
mortar where you would have found pounder! Get out now and bring
me that pounder or I will pound your liar tongue with a stone!

The peasant went very sad but soon he remembered his daughter’s
words and said:

I deserve that, why didn’t I believe to my daughter?!.

The king heard this words and asked the peasant:

— what did your daughter tell to you?!.

Never take this mortar to the king or he will ask you a pounder,
replied the peasant.

— How did your daughter know that I would ask you a pounder?

—well, I have not got any mind in my head but whoever has got it
s/he knows what will happen in the future-said the peasant.

— As your daughter is so clever, go and send e her here! Ordered
the king.

The peasant was going home mumbling:

Silly myself! why haven’t I turned up in such a trouble. I have lost
this golden mortar and I have found pounder as a debt and what trouble
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have I done to my daughter. When the peasant came home he told to
his daughter moaning;:

How stupid | am my daughter-your words came true so fast!.. As
soon as I gave gold mortar to the king he immediately said: where is the
golden pounder?!. Go and bring me that pounder or I will pound your
tongue with a stone for cheating! — Than the man moaned and added: —
I would manage to stand my sorrow somehow but your sorrow is added
to me: the king told me-send your clever daughter to me!.. who knows
what is he going to do!

Don’t be afraid daddy!.. It’s possible that the king is going to
examine my thinking..i will go and I may win! The girl calmed his
father.

She got ready and went to the king’s palace and said:

— What will you order your majesty? She noded and asked.

If you are truly clever I will check it now: tomorrow, you should
come in my palace in such a way that you mustn’t be dressed up and
you mustn’t be naked — bare; You shouldn’t come on foot and not in
such a way as all the other people use to go. If you do this, I will
give golden mortar back to your father and marry you... if you won’t
manage it I will cut off your tongue-said the king.

The next day the peasant’s daughter appeared in the palace,
wrapped up in the net, necked, tied up this net to the donkey.

Oh my God. The King was surprised and as he promised he gave
mortar back to the peasant and married that girl.

They live happily after that. The day before Tsotsola (from
Tsotsola family) coming down from the mountain saw and greeted
them both.
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Heart Desire
Narrator: the same

One year, shepherds drove the cattle to the mountains. It got dark
somewhere near the city; they took out their luggage from the horses
and stayed in that very place with their cattle.

That night one shepherd’s mare horse gave birth to the foal and
another shepherd stole this foal and tied it to his ox’s foot.

At dawn foal’s owner was looking for his foal, went to ox’s owner
and told:

— Oh my goodness, what is this foal doing with you?!. My mare
horse gave birth of it last night.

— What are you talking about? This foal isn’t your mare’s, it is my
ox’s foal-he said.

They had an argument with each other and couldn’t understand
each other, thus, they went to the king to complain.

The king said:

— As at the dawn the foal was with the ox, it means that the foal
belongs to the ox and not to the mare horse-said the king.

The horse’s owner was amazed: what did they accuse to the poor
ox!.. He was coming from the house pale, dumb and wicked, biting his
lips and crying.

That king’s wife was from peasant’s family and as that horse’s
owner came out from the house that woman was waiting for him there!
When she saw him thoughtful she asked :

— brother, why are you so sad?!

And the shepherd told her everything.

— Don’t be afraid!.. said the king’s wife. — your truth won’t be
lost; But you should do what I will say: go and find one net, then return
here and throw it to the king’s yard time to time as you are a fisherman;
when the king sees you, he will ask: what are you doing, have you ever
heard about catching fish in the land?!. You will say: My great king,
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if you haven’t heard about it, have you ever heard that an ox has ever
given birth to the foal?!. The king will realize his mistake and will give
your foal back.

And the shepherd left.

He found one old net somewhere, came to the palace and threw
the net in the yard several times.

The king was amazed and asked the shepherd: what are you doing,
have you ever heard about catching fish in the land?!

— oh, why are you so astonished? if you haven’t heard about that,
have you ever heard that an ox has ever given birth to the foal?

That king remembered his false truth and not to reveal himself
threw that shepherd out and said:

—when the king says it means that it’s possible that an ox can give
birth to the foal!..

The king was also suspicious that the shepherd was lectured by
his wife and thought that he had to throw his wife out not to make him
ashamed in the public.

One night he had an argument with his wife:

— I can’t live with you anymore!.. Let me leave and take anything
what you wish from my palace!

— The wife said-you don’t want to live with me anymore, but I
beg you one thing: we have lived sweetly up today and let’s divorce
sweetly. Let’s have dinner together once again and bless each other!..

— with pleasure-said the king.

The wife poured potion for the king in the wine whereas she drank
pure wine and they were sitting at the table when the king felt asleep.

The wife managed to sit the king on the horseback and brought
him in her father’s old house.

The next day the king woke up, he is looking around and sees he
is in the hut and mumbled:

— where am [? is it my palace?!.

— Great king! — said the wife, peasant’s daughter-you are now in
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my father’s house, you slept here and woke up here.

— What am I doing here?!. — the king got angry-who brought me
here?!

— what are you asking! said wife-yesterday we were divorcing
and you told me to grab and take away whatever I desired from your
palace! — and I didn’t desire anything else except of you, I grabbed you
when you were sleeping and brought you here!..

When the king heard this the king was excited with his wife’s
intelligence, hugged his wife and said —

I beg you to reconcile please!..

They got up, sat on the horses and went home.

They still live happily today. The day before Tsotsola (from
Tsotsola family) met them both and gave regards.
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White Tailed Calf
Narrator: the same

Once upon a time there lived eight brothers. They told to each
other:

How long are we all going to live in one home, let’s split.

They split and went into different directions to search their own
fate.

The older brother is going and suddenly he met one plough man
on the way. He is looking at him and can’t believe in his eyes: Twelve
yoke buffaloes are in the plough and six ones are pulling the plough
in one direction and other six ones are pulling the other direction. But
the plough isn’t moving. Herdsmen are throwing goads to those poor
yokes and buffaloes. Our man is astonished with this case and asked:

Hey, cousin! Why are you suffering this cattle or why are you
suffering yourselves? Pass the cattle from one side to pull the plough
in another direction...

— our owner told us to do this exactly-replied ploughman.

— who is your owner?

— Solomon the Wise.

This man went to see Solomon to ask why he was doing this job.

When he was on his way he saw one mill. He entered to see how
things were going on there and saw that flour was going towards the
water. He asked miller:

— Hey, man, what are you doing, why are you throwing the flour
into the water?!

— The owner arranged like this-he replied.

— Who is the owner?

Solomon the wise-he said.

This man went to see Solomon the wise.

— Hello!

Hi!
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Are those plough and mill yours?

Yes, they are mine.

— Why have you arranged in such a way?

— You have to tell it to me why is it arranged in such a way,
otherwise [ will hang you!

— Give me one week.

And Solomon gave him a week for thinking.

The man is going and he is so sad that he doesn’t talk to anyone
and even doesn’t say hello to anybody...

One little boy was grazing his cattle on the roadside! When he saw
the man so sad he asked:

— Hello man. Why you are so sad, are you ok?

The man didn’t reply, he was silent.

The boy asked him for the second time-why are you so sad?

The man couldn’t speak!

Thus, the boy stood in front of him and asked him for the third
time:

— Hey, uncle. You seem to be a good man, maybe I can help you.
Come on, tell me why are you so sad?

— finally the man said hello! My boy-said moaning-and told his
entire story.

The child told him:

I will teach you how to behave, but don’t tell anyone about me!..
The plough case means that brothers who are divided can’t attain
anything good... The case of mill tells us that if wife isn’t good in the
family, the family life can’t be fruitful either...

This man went to Solomon the wise and told everything.

— Tell me who told all these or you will die!-said angry Solomon.

— I can’t tell you but follow me and I will show from afar-replied
the man.

This child had his cattle under a big oak and he was lying down
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on the grass calmly.

That carriage hit one cow by accident.

— Don’t make my cow become barren; he is pregnant on a male
calf-told that child to them.

Solomon the wise had stopped the carriage, checked the cow and
said:

— You are right, that’s male calf, but it has white blaze on its
forehead.

— It doesn’t have white blaze on its forehead, it has the white sign
on its tail and you think it’s white blaze-said the child.

They had argument about who was right.

Finally they made a bet.

They killed the cow and saw that the poor calf had its tail on its
forehead!

Solomon said-it’s not me who is wise but this child is really wise.

Solomon took this boy to his palace and made him his minister.

And he gave silver and gold to that man and let him leave the
palace.
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Old Tush People
Narrator: Arsen Bertlani (aged 78)

In Tsovata parents had eleven sons; each of them was as good as
another.

Suddenly the news came from the valley:

— King Erekle had war in Aspindza!..

The same day, old father sat his eleven sons on the horses and sent
to the valley.

The youngest was still like a kid and when father sat him on the
horse he told younger brothers:

— Take care of the eleventh please!

They began laughing.

Daddy, we could leave the youngest to our mother, then he would
help her in teasing wool.

Don’t look at him like this, he seems to be a good guy! — Told
father to his sons; Then he asked the younger one: are you well tied on
the horse like a tick my boy Tadli?

Older brother laughed again...

Next fist-sized army of boys going to the war started.

March was still stubborn and pressed snow like ice shone like
huge mirrors in the morning sun.

Old wolf (the boys’ father) stood conceived and looked at those
successors brought up in great suffering.

Before the boys hid behind the idol chapel mountains still carried
the sweet words from their singing:

Fog has dissapeared from the mountains,

And we left our houses

In the steep of the mountains a horse appeared —
And shone the area,

Beloved one guessed what happened!..

And is crying in bitter tears.

In the gate of forteress-house boys’ mother had wrapped her tired
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hands in apron and was repeating the song’s words and moved her
shoulders tired in hard work:

Beloved one guessed what happened!..
And is crying in bitter tears.

*

King Erekle had carried great battles in those days.

Aspindza great episode has finished!

Native land drunk lots of blood.

Finally everything became quiet.

Ten brothers of that younger brother died and stayed in Aspindza
forever. Ten brothers!..

And he, the younger brother himself struggled so bravely that
king Erekle awarded him...

*

War ended and younger brother returned in the mountains-in
Tsovata.

It was evening in Tsovata wonderful area when he reached his
fortress house tied on the edge of the sky.

It seemed that spring’s warmth followed Tadli from the valley:
melted snow ran through the slopes like streams.

He went down the horse quickly and stood silently like sinful son:
He couldn’t dare to enter the house, either call his father as he returned
alone.This guy who drank strong several days before with king Erekle
II now stood like the dumb.

He stared at his father’s house with his big eyes thin like
Khevsureti’s sharpening stone, but he looked like lion of a man
warrior:stood and waited.

Finally heavy oak door opened and an impressive male nearly
century old stepped out. First he looked at his son with a heavy glance,
next he looked around him and when he saw no one around his young
boy he lowered his forehead, even didn’t look at his sone any more
and said coldly:
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— where are your brothers?

—brothers-brothers-brothers-brothers?.. — mountains diligently echoed
these words which recently stood silently.

Tadli stood pale, he was looking for simple and true words and he
wondered why he couldn’t find them.

— mountains are looking at us!say something! — hurried his father.

Tadli pointed towards the valley, he tried to say something but:

— where were you coming then?!. — said father... — you, go and lie
down where your brothers are lieing!..

— you-you-you-you! — Those high mountains again achoed each
other.

Obedient son was turned into a stone and couldn’t take off his eyes
from his father’s furious eyes.

— Did I say anything obscure? — shouted his father for the last
time.

Tadli quickly turned around, he sat down on his white horse like a
demon and rode very fast...

When Tadli drove horse, huge ice separated from the cliff and
went down in the ravine like split steel.

When he was hid behind the slope Tadli thought for himself — I
wonder father call me and his father thought — I wonder Tadli look
back once again...

But it didn’t happen and when the dust made from horse — shoes
disappeared near the idol chapel, old wolf (the boys’ father) lowered
his head, he looked tiny, crooked in the knees, hunched, crooked in two
halves, became a very old man in a second. Next he somehow entered
the house and shut his oak door heavily.

Our ancestors were exactly like this!..

The tired sun, witness of general sorrow disappeared like a dog
who has eaten melted butter and hid behind Tusheti tall mountains
sorrowfully.

And wherever you looked around, dark Deka (Tusheti plant)
blossomed like sheep flock.
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Hill of Stones
Narrator: the same

Sometimes our boys went to such kind of wars that wherever you
looked around there was mumbling blood.

And lots of people were left there!

Some managed to return in their houses!

Our people had much trouble!..

Once when winter was coming news came from the valleys:

— Hey guys! Hurry up, Our people have big war down and they
immediately need help!..

People have started to gather guys by calling each other from
mountain to mountain, from ravine through ravine.

Guys immediately gathered by horses here where we are standing
now, they created quite a big army.

Suddenly two more boys appeared in the road, they were brothers.

One from the brothers was nearly a man and the other was like a
kid. Older one was wearing hat as all the others and that kid had bare
head in such a cold day.

When they approached the older brother told that younger one:

Hello guys!.. Ask him why is he so bare on his head?

Men and boys started to laugh:

— maybe he has lost it.

Then one guy asked him:

— Hey kid, why are you so bare headed?

— My brother and me came out to struggle!-said he immediately.

Men and boys started to laugh.

Even his older brother smiled a little and then he told the others:

—He is cheating! [ took away his hat saying-where are you coming,
you even don’t know how to speak! But I couldn’t get him off, maybe
you could make him return back home...

All the men looked at each other, winked and said:
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— look at these brothers!

Next one man said:

—Don’t be late guys! let’s sit and have a snack and follow this case
to our snack!

They came down from the horses and sat down to eat curds, bread
and for telling toasts and blessings.

They said couple of toasts and then one of them, the toast man
turned towards the young boy and said:

— you should know speaking warrior, tell us something!..

And the young boy took shepherd’s horn (for the wine) and said:

— Guys!.. Many people stay there and others manage to come back
here... nobody knows what will happen to him... Lets the people who
are going to the war put one stone here and those coming back take
their stone to make our Tush people going through the road drink toast
at these stones to commemorate the lost people in the war...

All the men there started crowing:

— oh? what has this young kid said?!.

That older brother seemed to smile a little and he gave back the
hat he had taken away from his brother:

— 1 didn’t know you were a man... here is your hat and let’s go
to the war!..

Those man all started cluttering

Next everyone stood up and each of them put one stone and made
a huge hill and went towards the valleys with their peculiar Tushetian
scream. Because of their scream big boulders rushed down from the
mountains towards the valleys and destroyed all the area.

*

When the war ended and all the boys and men were returning
home, each of them took each stone from that stone hill.

When it was that young boy’s turn and he took one stone and
wanted to take another he told to the other stone:
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— My brother hasn’t said in vain-my brother and I are going to the
war both, how can I leave you here under crows and ravens droppings!..

He held his stone in his hands and put his brother’s in the breast
and went home...

Since then that stone hill has been standing there all alone.

Whenever I walk here black crows and ravens sit here.

Only sometimes some Tush people say toast to commemorate
for the lost people in the war with the shepherd’s horn (for the wine/
vodka)!

Many poor Tush people died in the war and some returned home!

Our people carried lots of trouble!

And the people seeing the stone hill will say:

Came to see you but can’t see and find you!

Only Ravens cry and fill their stomachs with corpses.
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Battle on the Moonlight

Narrator: the same

Uncle Pilipe has died long ago. But I still remember various
stories he used to retell. I sometimes sat for hours at his knees and
listened his sweet tongue: we used to be really good friends!

I remember this from him too: Our boys were 10-15 and those
aggressor robbers were nearly 100; They had their famous leader and
ours-our great provost (priest) as a hope.

I'as akid didn’t know then who that provost was and how things
were at all. And he himself didn’t tell me anything, perhaps because
communist people prohibited belief and cared that 1 didn’t tell it
anywhere.

Later of caurse I understood who that provost was. Many others
know that he was our great man-lob Tsiskarishvili (Tsiskarov), god-
father of great Vazha Pshavela. And as much as you know abou him the
same | know about him no more.

Thus, I want to retell the story that uncle Pilipe used to retell and
I have never heared from others.

I wanted to retell that long ago but something wasn’t enough for
me. Uncle Pilipe mentioned night, moon, Sakorne, this and that and |
couldn’t connect them with each other...

And suddenly I found excellent picture in the internet searching
Archil Kitoshvili’s poem!

After seeing that picture [ wanted to tie up this nice story not to
loose uncle Pilipe’s story (even after me).

I nearly went mad when I saw that picture at first: you would think
someone worried for me, whether looking for that picture.

The picture looks like as if it carries everything uncle Pilipe used
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to retell, it remined me everything immediately! The main fact is that
there is written on the picture how 14 TsovaTush people repeled 100
aggressors and how our provost was saved.

If I didn’t know Pilipe didn’t know how to hold a pencil I would
think that uncle Pilipe painted this picture. When you look at this
picture you think maybe that painter had dinner together with uncle
Pilipe or shot guns in Sakorne (see the picture in Tush text).

The thing is that the painter has put aother hats on Tush people on
their heads and has sticked other beards (I wonder what will you say).
But that’s nothing: I shouldn’t have spoken a word!

The thing is very heart breaking that nobody knows painter’s
name up today...

Now, let’s go back to the story itself.

*

As it is written on the picture, ithappened on August 3, 1853.

Provost of Tusheti, Pshavi and Khevsureti Iob Tsiskarishvili
(Tsiskarov) was coming from the mountains from his business
accompanying two Tsova Tush village headmen. It was getting dark
when they reached Sakorne.

Those days our Grigol (Orbeliani) had war with Shamil and there
were 12 Tush guardsmen to have an eye on the road and at night those
three men stayed with them in Alachokhi.

Those guardsmen had several cattle to kill and tried their best to
kill one, but Iob didn’t desire at all; They were sitting at the fire in front
of the hut and were eating fresh oatmeal kneaded in shepherd’s leather
bag with curds made in melted butter.

— tsh, tsk, tsh, — said the provost with the shut mouth as we do

when we try some delicious meal. — Nothing is better than this guys,
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also they say it’s healthy!

— shall we drink a bit of bitter drink? asked someone.

Suddenly the guns were shot: those three guardsmen were standing
at the road, behind the cliffs and they started to shot the robbers !

— oh guys! — said one Tsova man standing up. — I wonder if were
they waiting for the dark?and shot his gun. With this behavior he told
the robbers — why are you fighting with the three men, here we are and
if you want fight come here!

All people stood up immediately. lob said:

— It’s nothing horrifying! — soon such moon will ise which will be
better than the sun! you just fight! — they seem to come from the top
place of Alazani, they are going to Masara to kidnap our sheep herd
and we should do our best not to give them chance to move from their
place! Later he added-don’t think about me!..

Thus, our boys ran and when they stopped at a good place they
started battle-shot their guns to robbers.

But it is dark, very dark!.. gun shots, dogs barking, darkness,
people crying!From the mountains the voice of sheep came, shepherds
voices... it was a real hell...

High voice of the guns were carried from one place to another
by mountains... and you would think that exactly in that place there
is continuous war of Caucasus filling deep ravines emptied from tears
with blood

There was such black smoke from the rifles that the dark night
became darker. Tush people stood on the higher place and robbers on
the lower place and our guys kept shooting in the open well.

Our men kept crying as high as they could, out people always
keep crying whether in happiness or sadness.

Suddenly blessed huge moon appeared behind the mountains!
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And everything became bright around. Those Tsova men are looking
and they suddenly see that there is enormous army of the robbers,
nearly a hundred men!

— Oh, God, help us to make them disappear and I will die for you!
— said Iob when he saw the enemy and crossed himself.

When seeing the moon light one Tush said:

— it is such a sunny night people!..

After these words guns continued shooting again from both sides!

They gad big struggle with each other. Enemies tried to lay siege
to us but they couldn’t: Our people’s devotion made fire, fire was all
around! Wherever you looked you heared shooting...

The struggle continued again fro a couple of hours and when the
sheep’s clients saw (and they had heard it for many times) that they
couldn’t beat those stubborn Tush people they ran away.

But it wasn’t the end:our guys followed them and killed all the
impudent brobbers.

Next our guys returned back, took their hats off and stood silently.

Recent hell was so nice in that moonlight!.. Sakorne looked like
a real paradise.

When they looked around they saw that one was dead from enemy
and two from our side.

—God is only one, my boy-uncle Pilipe used to say and disarranged
my hair-let God give everyone eternal rest—our people and theirs too!

— Let all people take goodness from that moonlight, uncle Pilipe!..
You are not with me any more! It’s ages [ haven’t seen you... Let God

give you eternal rest!..
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Bitter Wedding
Narrator: the same

...Great business don’t demonstrate high or low morals:
Sometimes a word or a joke better reveal human character.

Plutarque

In order to be dignified, Tsova people (Tush people) didn’t nedd
to be successors of the royal family but it was enough that they were
called Tsova, Tush people.

Atthe same time they knew in astronomicl accuracy from mother’s
abdomen those strick signs behind which ugly insolence began.

— where did they get all of these? From whom did those people
living in the depths and wandering on narrow paths like aurochs learn
all those things now staring from these pictures elegantly?

— From no one, if certain kindness and grace is coming from that
marvelous pictures they have that in their blood.

Today, these handful unknown people are just called people who
have different language from Georgian language. But if we go
deeper who knows what culture and writing language they might have
in the far era. This is the life: some go up and others go down on the
staircase stretched from heavens to the abyss...

I wanted so much to remember deseased ancestors and speak to
them.

If my Tsova people looked like our ancestors (as they used to be!)
I wouldn’t speak a word. But today, when the time has turned us into
valley’s tsitsas and the poets looking for the past glory have only left
sandy ravines may my narrations cure my heart.

And the marriage was distinctive for them!

Old ladies who always had to do boring housework fromautumn
till spring were always surveying possible daughter-in-laws. And it was
not only to like someone’s appearance but they were investigating the
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generation roots for blood evaluation and were looking for the pearl
seeds to make necklace later.

This way they would choose desirable girl for them and before
autumn coolness appered they wood send courier in Shiraki to their
son:

“come up, owners have prepared a girl!”

Either they would say:

“The bride has been waiting for you at our house for so long!”

And the groom was coming from Shiraki and thinking:

I wonder who is she? — saying about his bride, oh my God!

Parents very often asked their sons to come back homes for two
or three nights from Shiraki. This was all: For Tsova people there was
no century to lie and roll in bed yet.

Though I confirm the marriage was very solid and firm.

Thus, on Friday morning curier came to the oldest son Andro of
Bakhtriant family in Shiraki.

All people surrounded Andro to congratulate; even boys from
neighbouring flat came. They also shoot guns once or twice and kissed
him much.

Younger brother who was fondly called Nanalo stood aside
reserved. Finally he approached to his brother, smiled sweetly, gave
a wink, hit his right finger on the chest and with this behavior he said
everything. Andro smiled also sweetly, gave a wink, hit his right finger
on the chest and said:

— you are my cool brother!

— Let your chrism be poured on me, Andro! — cried out his brother
when he saw that Andro sat on the horse like a wolf.

What would hinder him!

It will be poured on you bro, you just should be well! — called out
the brother to brother.

It was definitely Godeant’s Mikhako who steped forward from
the boys standing there, played his Chonguri (Georgian musical
instrument) and sang to the happy Andro:
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I feel great when I see you,

I want to dance and feel anxious
I nearly forget my old age

My blood boils and murmurs.

And Andro galloped his horse very fast. Who would turn him
back in Shiraki: Tush happiness was waiting for him!..

It was dark when Andro came to his father’s house.

He took of shepherd’s hairy hat and stretched in front of his father
like a bow string.

— We are ready, — father, loseb said shortly — get ready and that’s
all.

The son silently looked at his father’s eyes and noded his head
silently.

Mother appered, they hugged each other .

— Who is she?finally asked his mom when he saw that dad was
not there.

— you have heard my son that Meitians are distinguished with
special honesty... her name is Ako, said his mom a bit later — Aniko.

It was obvious: the conversation was over. It was not necessary to
say something about meeting the bride.

Ako... —thought in his heart. — Aniko... now your heart is beating
as fast as mine, I wonder what shall we do now!

He looked at his mother quietly and noded dutifully. Then turned
back, put on his hairy hat, walked the yeard quickly, sat on his horse
like an ounce and galloped fast...

*

Ako was knitting stockings.

A loud clatter of horse hoofs came from the far nearly from the
infinity. The lady moved alittle. Rose her head and seemd excited.
When the horseman came straight the wooden house, the groom looked
out of the tiny window and saw how the thick curtain was moved from
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the horse rush.

Who am I to make happen what I desire? — thought the lady, looked
at her mother at the fireplace who was pounding salt and silently noded
her head. Meanwhile, weherever in the distance, harmony of horse
hoofs’ voice towards Bakhtrioni disappeared nearly in the infinity
which was ended with the lonely tears dropped on the lady’s knees.

This was the first meeting of the lady and the young man: since
that day it couldn’t be said that they didn’t know each other.

Ako continued knitting her colourful stockings:
— I am sitting on the beautiful slope-sang the young lady when her
mother went out:

Sitting on the beautiful slope

And knitting wonderful stockings,
Its fine eyes

look like yours young man...
Look like yours young man...

*

The next day a loud clatter of horse hoofs came from the far
accompanying attendants’ manly noise and very nice river like sounds
of accordion.

They are bringing the bride! — shouted the kids.

And soon they brought the bride with traditional jewelery on her
in Baktriant yeard.

Very high nice torch of birch’s bark is shining and there is a happy
Tush wedding.

Acordion had great voice; people were singing, calpping and
dancing. What else could be done in the wedding.

Guests were competeing each other in saying the shortest and the
prettiest toasts from one end of the table to another.

Somewhere at the end of the yeard, near the nut trees the groom
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saw his father’s eyes: he was quietly listening to one of the young mens
in front of him and at the same time was gazing his son. Andro didn’t
like this gaze-it was natively warm but non-natively grief. He became
more disturbed when he saw that the young boys who were talking to
his father looked like the ones from neigbouring flat in Shiraki:

He must be Godeant Mikhako, my younger uncle...he even sang
me yesterday in Shiraki-thought Andro-what is he doing here?!

He even rose but Ejipe (a man who organizes the wedding) made
him sit down again.

When he again looked towards them he couldn’t see neither his
father nor that young them. He calmed down. Now he looked quietly
towards the bride: I wonder the breeze blow to introduce my bride...

loseb took the guest aside and asked:

— where is he?

— Near Alazani, boys are guarding him.

Do not say a word till the morning: Both are mine... made his
sorrow go back: — now join your friends and have joy.

Touched the boy at the shoulder and made him join the fiest.

He also terned back quietly and walked twisting his fur jacket.
Then he stopped, didn’t even turn and said:

— I know you won’t approach to Andro.

Said that and went.

Villagers called loseb Bakhtar with great love, he was
Bakhtarishvili. Even today people say that not a similar man used to
go in Tusehti road from Shiraki to Alvani and from Alvani towards the
top of Alazani.

Baktari passed the village and came to the shepherds at Alazani.

When boys saw the senior man they stood uo silently and noded.
One of them lightly touched to Bakhtari on the shoulder and pointed
the way.

Bakhtari tuned and bended down. He moved part of the felt
cloack aside and landed the torch down. He was silent, looked calmly
and when the Alazani voice tormented his heart he again covered him
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with felt cloack and undended.

— Let’s do not disturb the village until the sun rise, until the
morning... Dead will wait and alive won’t... Thus, help for for one
more night boys...

— What are talking uncle Bakhtar: he was our brother!..

When he returned from Alazani the wedding was like our real
traditional fiest.

Ioseb opened his folded, reduced shoulders and entered the yeard.
He greeted the guests, said the toast, next he made the guest correct
his felt cloack which was slided down, he thanked another man by
touching on the chest.

When Andro saw father he moved his huge bull like eyes but
when he saw his father had smile on his face he calmed down.

Ioseb went towards the torch and stopped for a while. Next he
threw away his felt cloak which was hanging on one shoulder, put his
Tush hat tightly, opened his shoulders like a young boy and shouted to
the musicians:

— Play fast music!

Acordion began to play fast, it was a great dance music which i
called ,,Tush Tarantela*! loseb danced greately, perfectly!..

Everyone was panicked: they stood up, everyone had heard about
his dance but such a dance!..

Cheerful girls added song to this dance:

I won’t exchange a boy in slippers
into a boy in bast sandals!
And a boy in bast sandals
into aboy in slippers!
I won’t exchange a man in Chokha
into a man in felt
and a man in felt
into a man in Chokha.
(Georgian national suit)
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Next relatives from mother’s side — Lagazini family began to
bring the presents and sweets and this play lasted for a long time.

Let them be happy, let them be happy!people shouted from all
around.

It was dawn. The torch was finishing.

Christmas had come, but you would call it november.

Church bells in Sameba were ringing to celebrate Christmas.

loseb stepped on the road and looked towards the cross road. As
they had agreed the boys coming from Alazani were waiting for the
sign.

As a sign the father noded his grey haired head and called his wife
in the yeard:

— Sabed!

Called and pointed towards the boys and she came to the fence.

Now my wife: loseb started heavily-now you know...

— what are telling man?!. Sabed became angry.

In Shiraki... in shiraki... — Bakhtar was astonished himself why
he had said this word but he also repeated: — In Shiraki... — he took his
gaze away from his wife’s look. Next he again looked at him and said-
your son is killed! They are just bringing.

Lagaziant lady moved, she hang on the fence with her tired hands,
put her forehead on her tired wrist and became like a stone...

Next she put one of the corners of her headscarf on her shoulder,
leaned aginst the fence and as she looked towards the cross roads
she screamed with the whole voice. Her scream reached Tskhrakara
at one side and Bakhtrioni castle ashlars at another. Mother followed
mourning to her scream:

—oh my son!..

The people who had already left wedding and those who were just
leaving returned back.

From the Chorkhoaant crossroads four tall boys with noded heads
were coming with quiet, consistent steps and were carrying barrow
covered with black felt cloak.

Next to it, broad-chested, scarlet colored horse of the dead boy
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was following .

One side of the balck felt cloak on her back was nearly reaching
the ground.

They couldn’t calm crazy mother: she was crying so loudly that
this noise rached the heavens.

Her beloved brother separated from the men and came to his
beloved sister slowly and grabbed his sister in both shoulders. The
sister looked at her brother for a second:

—9

— Sabed, — said her brother-real sorrow is always dumb and
tearless!..

How heartbroken woman forgot the Tsova Tush rules!

The sister leaned her wet cheek on her brother and grew rigid.

They sent four ladies dressed in black with four horses shining
white towards the four directions to inform the bad news to the village. ..

It was nearly getting nice morning as usual as it is in Alvani.

High mountains of Dagestani were standing quiet; in Shiraki side
huge sun was trying to rise but couldn’t rise from the clouds which
looked like blood pool.

Oh, the Sun... always shining

and still desirable,

life source and

death destroyer!

You are the unique and our sight!

Come up, rise and dry our tears... come up and rise!

Somewhere up — like in the sky! — heartburnt torch from the
wedding night was still fuming and spreading its splendid, familiar
smell.

From Sameba you could hear wonderful churchbells for
celebrating Chirstmas.
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Pitskho’s Mother
Narrator: the same

My classmate Avto told me this story about Pitskho’s mother on
the phone and asked:

— pehaps you can compose something.

I said jokingly:

— my heart should be scalded... if it is scalded then i may write
something.

—yes, of course. — he agreed with me. — I remember this story all
my life which I heard from shepherds when we were sitting for supper
at the fire and may be I can come down.

As soosn as we finished speaking, I sat down and [ am writing
now untill I hear Avto’s voice...

%

Tsova men first started for mountains that year and they went
towards the top of Alazani.

They successfully passed Tsiplovani.

Sakorne mountain pass stayed back.

When they reached the place where it is seen how Samrulistskali
joins Tusheti’s Alazani heartouching horse neighing was heard. And
when other horses accompanied the horse neighning that horse became
more anxious.

They were first this year to pave the way that year from valley to
the mountain. Thus, shepherds were surprised to hear the neighning
coming from their flat. They put their hands on their heads to see cearly
what was there and saw that on the green spot, near their flat a horse is
moving reluctantly.

—vow!.. Said someone. — it seems not to be alone.

They observed well and saw: a foal was jumping and playing with
the mother thinking it would accompany. Foal was playing its soft tail
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and mane and was neighing a little.

Shepherds became more anxious. They looked at one another and
went back to Alazani.

As soon as the shepherds approached the flat they say wind
blowing like foal. When the foal saw the herd and the people it became
quiet and stood aside, left the road to the guests. Then it hurried up,
joined the herd and ran round each horse. When it was running round
it nearly bended down the land, later straightened again and so on. It
was moving its tail happily in the air.

That horses seemd to like the foal and began to ove their horses
like a sighn of approal and began neighing in low voices.

Laconic shepherds couldn’t find a word and were silent.

Nobody could remember what happened a year before.

And suddenly little Archil (Archil Tsiskarishvili who went to war
in 1941-45 and didn’t return back) remembered the last moving scene
towards Alvani last summer.

— Daddy!daddy! — called Archil to his father who was coming
back...

*

As usual shepherds emptied their flat last summer and cleaned up
everything.

At first they dropped their luggage infront of the flat,later hung up
on the horse and fastened hard: difficult road was head-big Tsiplovani!

Horses were anxious, they were beating green spot with their
hoofs and were hurrying to leave. That’s why they were snorting and
flattering their owners on sleeves with nostrils to pass the time.

Only thin Pekhtetra wasn’t anxious, it was lieing for itself and
was looking at shepherds sadly. Naughty kids were counting bow like
crooked ribs. Hip-bones looked like bat wings’ joints.

Great moving began. Someone whistled to the horses, someone
played accordion and it was great joy.
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— Chula!.. (Archili’s father) — called someone to the shepherd near
the flat, owner of the mortal horse-maybe you shoot that horse in the
forehead, how long should it be in such a poor condition!..

Chula turned his hairy head towards Pekhtetra and clearly saw
how that horse looked at him with its huge, sad eyes.

— No, man! Why should I take the sin of this blessed horse? If it
has to die, let it die itself, — said Chula and mumbled in low voice-if it
should be shot, why don’t you do it yourself?

Chula sat on his horse and followed the group and disappeared.

The flat and the area became silent.

Every movement and voice was stopped.

Rushes were crying and observing that horse. I have watched how
the rushes empty corpses’ ribs from meat!..

Pekhtetra seemd to wake up from silence. Moved its poor limbs,
raised its head once, twice. Next somehow it managed to get up, threw
away feathers from the body, staggered and moaned ovet the herd: it
began to neigh.

Later it slowly moved its poor bones towards the bog and stood
tired, deep in thought. It stood with twisted legs, sad, humpbacked,
head fetahers here and there, with bald patches, thinned mane and
tangly tail. And flies visited it who was nearly left without any tail.

*

Shepherds again heard horse neighing from the other side.. They
looked back and saw Pekhtetra, looking in the bog deep in thought.

— I wish I had shot it: it seems so miserable, I even haven’t seen a
donkey like this!.. — gumbled Chula and wrinkles covered his forehead.

Playing accordion, or the shepherds will become sadder for the
deserted horse...

Nobody could think that the adandoned mare who couldn’t walk
till Alvani would give birth to a foal!

Even today when shepherds remember that story at the fire while
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having dinner they think about various reasons for this case and try to
explain. For example, they say that the horse was saved from the bog.
But the fact is evidence: the horse gave birth to the foal all alone in the
snowy mounatins and even grow it up...

*

When shepherds came closer, they saw that: blue foal had black
eyes and snout, on the front ankle it had nice tiny white spot like its
mother and stood silently, introducing conditions with huge eyes.

— What shall we call to the baby horse guys? Chula spoke with the
boys who had already ran to the horse flat.

— Pitskho, uncle Chula! — the boyes started noise.

— Archil, what do you think? — Turned Chula back to his son.

Archil looked at his friends with his eyes and agreed with the
head movement.

— Ok, let it be Pitskho, — said father.

— will it be mine daddy?

— of course yours my boy! I already have mine.

— Pitskho... — uttered Archil for himself.

Chula didn’t wait until luggage was opened, he opened it, took
barley with his hand and told Pekhtetra:

— Here it is, come here Pekhtetra!.. come here!..

The foal still stood aside, more watchful and observing the
situation.

Pekhtetra looked thinner than last year, it somehoe approached
Chula with crooked steps and cared on his sleeve with nostrils but
refused to eat barley.

The owner wasn’t pleased with this denial. He remembered
previous Pekhtetra: it was shining like satin from fat. It was stepping
nice feet beautifully one after another. White spot on the right, front
ankle made it very nice. Shining tail and mane shone like waterfall on
the green land. Long eyelashes couldn’t cover its huge, black eyes. It
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was elegantly moving its long neck and was shily eating barley from
kneeled Chula’s hand. Occasionaly it was looking at the owner’s eyes
with its clever eyes.

And now?..

Chula shook his head. Returned barley to its place. While he
turned back Pekhtetra went towards other shepherds staggering.It was
caarying its crooked legs like steel strings dropped in the rubbish and
stealthily moving its body. Poor horse looked like a real jade...

It came to each shepherd and cared on their sleeves with lips,
it went to each kid-its old friends. Next it looked towards the foal
standing a little farther, neighed with low voice (who knows what it
said!) and left the place gradually.

Then it seemed to hurry up. It walked and when it saw ravine it
turned back for a while, looked through everyone, turned back again
and suddenly rushed.

— Oh! — said everyone.

Pitskho ran to the ravine, looked in it and stepped back. Then he
returned to that place again, looked in it sadly and stared the abyss.

Friends approached to Pitskho: it is even written in Kadagidze’s
dictionary and Tsova people also remember that one summer a horse
plunged over the cliffs accidentally and its little foal followed it in the
ravine...

The men fonled to the orphan foal. Lokked in the abyss and shook
their heads.

— why? Father asked to Archil a little later. Father was silent and
looked at the boy. — Did you see how it smelled us each, father! — the
kid couldn’t stop.

— It didn’ts smell my boy... — Chula started to speak finally-it said
good-bye to all of us, left its foal boy to you and went!..

The boy was staring at the abyss with teary eyes and said:

—yes it did...
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Oh, My Kid !...
Narrator: the same

The village had nearly recovered from Espanura Plague.

It was clear that the weather forcast would be hard in the winter
for the weakened Georgia after epidemic. It was vivid from the end of
autumn. It was unpleasant wind and cold. That’s why mother had given
felt for her child.

One little shepherd was grazing his little herd of lamed and
emaciated sheep outside the village. He had taken his herd till Alazani.

Theere is a great view of the whole country from here! His uneasy
eyes were directed against snuggled high mountains. There was pure
space after wet wind between little shepherd and the huge Caucasus.

Impressed boy was amazed with the surrounding area, cliffs,
valleys and mountains.

The only reason the boy felt sad was that there weren’t neither
woodlarks or bright fish to pursuit nor shepherds’ sounds in the
cornfield anymore:

— With stone and lime... with snone and lime... with stone and
lime...

The water was so clear that after seeing shiny pebbles in the sun
the kid wanted to put off his shoes and raise his trousers until knees.

And he rememberd his grandfather’s poem again and again:

Crested lark
Doesn’t ting

In the sky any more
Where did it go?

In the bright water
Briht fish

doesn’t shine any more —
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where did they go?
Was it everything

I think it was like this
Dreams — childhood...

The boy seemed to be from poor family: he wore torned bast
sandals and because of that his socks were already torned and his pink
heels were seen when he walked timy by time. Neither his felt wasn’t
in good condition, nor Tush hat on his head.

From dusty road the voice of horse neighing and singing was
heard.

Soon armed force appeared...

After seeing this joyful picture the kid jumped, went to the road
and shouted:

— Vow! He raised his hand holding his stick and greeted the force
members.

Some armed force members raised hands and even whistled.

The shepherd boy became more inspired and came closer to the
army:

— Take me with you please! — he declared suddenly.

Army members laughed.

— Please take my! — the kid was nearly following the horsemen.

They laughed again.

But it seemed that little shepherd wasn’t joking. He ran round the
army from the right and then from the left:

— Please take me, you, armed with the guns!

Horsemen were laughing; they were so funny that even forgot
singing.

They had passed a long way.

— Take me please!take me!..

Then the men decided to give the kid right direction:
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Go away fro here little boy!

Go home kid!

Leave us alone!

But the boy was begging again touching his throat.

— You will be whipped!

— Your father will kill you!

— Your mother is calling you!

No!

He followed the army until one of the members shouted the others:

— Guys, this kid came so far that if we leave him here he will be
lost.

The kid suddenly horrored and became silent.

And finally one of the horsemen slowed down and when that kid
came up to him, he grabbed him like a bag and put him on the horse.

— Throw the stick away kid!-told to the kid, it is scaring my horse.

The kid threw the shepherd’s stick away, tied his hands round
the horseman and put his little face in the place between man’s wide
shoulders.

— Do you know where we are going kid?

— I don’t know, perhaps for the struggle! — mumbled the kid not
raising his cheek from the horseman’s shoulders.

Meanwhile, ths song was heard again from the front line.

They are singing beautifully! — thought that little kid and
accompanied the song quietly.

The little boy was so tied to the horseman’s shoulders it would be
difficult to untie him.

Gradually the kid’s clear voice was heard bravely among the
army’s singing.

When the army crossed clear Alazani River the kid looked and
smiled: on the top of horizon across the village Alvani, the clouds like
shaved Tush sheep surrounded the Caucasus wich had put white felt

192



cloak on its shoulders for the winter to pick several survived graass
stalks.

*

If you could find historical picture of Tush people who participated
in Georgian-Armenian 1918-1919 war taken in “white springs”
(Tetritskaro)...

Though here I have a photo presented to my by uncle Gela (Ivane).
Let’s have a look at it:

In the III row the 6™ is Giorgi Didebulidze — says Gela’s
handwriting made on the back side of the picture.

Tsova Tush warriors look like wolves from the picture. At the
back of the photo there is the list of the identified people.

Let’s list their names once more not to loose them as we have lost
various others. Identified people are 21 by now.

In the [T row: 7 (1) — captain of Tsova Tush headquarters Kostale
Abashidze.

I have not been there and can’t say anything about the war, but our
researchers have done it without me very often.

Kostale dseserves to be remembered here.

Great patriot man Akaki Shanidze told to another great Tsova
Tush patriot man Levan Chrelashvili who worried for his ancestors:
”Dashnaks were to attack Tbilisi... Kostale Abashidze attacked
artillery with his army at night and was safe in the morning...”

Now, let’s start from the I row where the rest of Tsova people are
(indicate in brackets the N: of general row, in the top in the III row 7
(1) was Kostale Abashidze):

I row:
1 (2). Pilipe Papishvili
2 (3). Saba Saghirishvili .

193



3 (4). David Mancharauli

II row:

(5). Pantsale (Vasil) Tsiskarishvili

4 (6). Ivane Tsiskarishvili (own brother of Giorgi)
From the III row

5 (7). Egnate Abashidze

6 (8). Pavle Mancharauli

8 (9). Tedole Bobghiashvili

9 (10). Pavle Machablishvili

10 (11). Ivane Lagazidze

In the III row:

4 (12). Beso Charkhoshvili

5 (13). Giorgi Tsiskarishvili

10 (14).Andro Baboshvili

In the 1V th row:

9 (15). Nikoloz Chachkanishvili (Nikala)

13 (16). Lazare Orbetishvili

In the V th row:

1 (17). Pilipe Kadagidze

5 (18). Tsiskarishvili

6 (19). Tsiskarishvili

In another row:

(20). Lazare Dingashvili

I look at it again and again and I am surprised: How those storm

like warriors are sitting so cleverly at that forgotten quarter’s wall?

My great teacher Levan Chrelashvili called the light coming from

the picture “Light footprints”.

I see exhausted but rather happy men: It seems that there is festive

situation and that’s why one of the army members Giorgi Tsiskarishvili

has done an inscription:
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It was taken on January 3 at “Beli Kluch”
When we —Tusheti heros returned
after defeating Armenians.

Long live to Georgia!..

We are back.

According to Levan Chrelashvili, this man is Giorgi who very
soon shoots and kills General Kurishko in Kizikhi in February 1921
who leads Russian red regiment riding his white horse.After killing
Kurishko he will shoot Russian regiment with that machine-gun which
he had bought from Armenians. After his arms hearthe will begin
shooting with his feet until Russians are finally dispersed. And only
the following words will be heard in Khizikhi:

— Don’t shoot... don’t shoot...

And they had entered there for shooting and for being shot!

According to journalist Jemal Khurkhuli, people watched the
monument of that red general in the square of red spring for years
which was put down at night by Kizikhi people used to freedom and
at daytime Kiziki functionaries put it up again — down and up, down
and up...

Giorgi, who removed general Kurishko stayed in World War II:
Hero died as hero.

This was Giorgi whom we read in the Tush lexicographers’ book
by father and son David and Niko Kadagidze:

“When Giorgi began singing, everybody around listened carefully,
he sang so nicely”...

Now, have a look at the front row in the photo once more: I think
we have missed someone, they should be 21.

From our right, at the end, among brave, giant like warriors there
is one tiny boy like wet leaf of the bot and he is holding a gun. These

195



wolf like men seem to take care of the boy like their own son: only he
wears fur sleeved coat. Everything else he has is similar to others. The
only thing is that he hasn’t mastered mannish manner of sitting as his
feet are tied together like the kid(see the picture in Tush text).

Gun, gun?!.

The kid hasn’t understood if the war with Armenians is finished
or just starting, but he is holding his gun ready: it can be useful!.. He
will shoot it soon it seems: If only he sees enemy hidden in the bushes
and he is told:

Let’s fight!

If the reader finds whom I talk about, I tell them: he is my father
— Mikho.

It’s true that he doesn’t look like wolf but he is the 21 st youngest
brother among 21 Tsova men in the photo.

The army really was successful. It hasn’t lost any warriors and
even nobogy had any scratches.

But, why didn’t father like to talk about this war?What could that
kid seen there?

*

Avtandil-my classmate retells me the histories he has heard from
others. I would like to retell two stories among them to come closer to
the readers.

General moved from one position to another with his warriors.

They are looking and on the both sides of the road there are armed
warriors lieing in the sun in different conditions. They are chatting and
having fun.

The general stopped and so did the army. They are standing and
watching that quiet picture.

Shepherds also looked.

Awkward general coughed and started to torture his gloves : The
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host gave them time to get ready for conversation.

Shepherds got up from the grass. They were twice more than they
seemed before. They gathered around the general.

General straightened on his horse and said:

— I am general Didebulidze... who are you, what’s going on?

— We are Tush shepherds. We left only one person in our shelters
and came here. Now we are wandering here and don’t know whom to
address.

And they became silent.

— What for? what do you want?

That little boy came forward like a tiny minnow and said:

—we want war! In the war!

Men laughed loudly.

— Hey kid, behave yourself! — said someone from the shepherds
and punched him in his head.

Not to let others see his wet eyes, Didebulidze pointed down his
eyes and smiled, he bended down from the horse and massaged his
ears; next he straightened, looked at the shepherds, pointed towards the
kid with the white gloves and said:

— It should be how your chief said!

Men again laughed.

— Bravo!.. cried out shepherds: — Bravo, bravo!..

General corrected his fur hat and looked at the armed shepherds
mercifully once again.

They seem to be good guys! — Thought and spured his horse.

General’s army started.

Shepherds sat down on their horses and followed the army.

And started singing.

Someone turned up his still childish voice loudly and cut the

winter fresh air like a sword.
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*

I can’t cheat the readers that my father did something heroic in
the war: Tush people never liked such kind of speech. The fact is that
I am looking at the picture taken 100 years before and can’t hide my
excitement: the truth is that my father is sitting among brave warriors!

But this kid (my dad) left his seheep herd wherever on the roadside
and left his shepherd’s stick as well! How could he do that!..

And his mother still looks for his last born, seventh or eighth son
and the most lovely one in the country roads, forests or fields. Rushes
around and cries with sorrow:

— Mikhooo!

— This kid hears that... but! — One warrior hit his elbow to the
other when they were to take the photo:

Wait mum!.. the kid is thinking-don’t you see I am being taken
photo!

—oh, what is he doing!.. He left his herd and has come here to take
a photo! Look at him!

But he preferred camera to the sheep. And his mother prefers
him to calm down and look after his old grandfather and sisters and
brothers. But the boy down’t know that nothing has ever been so
uneasy than mother’s heart in the world! That’s why she was crying
her boy’s name non-stop:

— Mikhoooo!..

Ans even today when I look towards riverside dry grass, the
Alazani breeze still carries the voice of our glorious granny:

— Mikhoooo!..

Oh... kid... kid...
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A Lonely Tree

Narrator: the same

Once at the sunrire Kostale shouted in the quarter’s yeard and
Tush army roared as well. The army turned round and then suddenly
disappeared as a bee swarm.

They directed each other in Tush words and attacked the aliens.
— Ueueeennpl!.. Ueueeennsl!.. — (Chechens!.. Chechens!..) — cried
Armenians cried in pure Russian language — ‘The Chechens were set
on us by the Georgians, damned people.’

After saying these words Armenians turned round and ran away
as fast as they could.

When Tush came to the enemy’s camp, they say nobody there.

Warriors seemed sas as they conquered the camp without struggle.
Shepherds only calmed themselves with the fact that a great feast met

them.

God has cursed Tsova peope
And cheted Armenian,
At first he showed them great cheese

But later cheated him with the curd cheese...

— Kostale who wouldn’t do such kind of thing in another time
sang this song, though he soon became conscious and shouted to the
fellow-warriors:

— Guys!.. Let’s look after our booty later and now see our guests
off a little farther!

They ran after the enemy and went to the filed. Somehow hungry
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warriors saw that something was rocking like a corpse. Happily they
reached the lonely tree.

They see that Armenians have hung up and flayed two Georgians
like sheep!

Tortured men were still breathing.

— Should we have seen that?!. — Captain muttered and lost the
voice. Next, somehow he gathered the rest of Tush fellow-warriors and
told them:

— We can’t help any more guys... but we should try for the God’s
sake: Nikolos, Beso, Saba! You know where the medical post is, don’t
you?

Kostale bended his head for a while. — God has cursed Tsova... —
murmured he with grief for himself and shouted.

Horsemen shouted as well. Tush army quickly dissapeared like the
bee swarm.This time their horses and army was bigger and stronger.
Tush wild roar was heard for long. Who didn’t know that shepherds

would like to prove that they were cannibals!..

*

I remeber that uncle Andro used to go with huge thing throughout
the village and poured special medicine to the cattle sheds and ponds.
Uncle Andro obliterated Plague Khoshraki in Alvani or these words
wouldn’t be written today.

— my fellow-warriors1-he used to shout when it was our cattle
shed’s turn-bring me water to mix this medicine in it.

When he finished he would sit and retell us the kids, stories from
the war:

— So, we were so furious after seeing the lonely tree,that our

shouting spread all over the field. We rushed towards the field in such a
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speed that behind us the dust storm tied like the tail...

Next he stopped talking, thought a little and asked us (he didin’t
use to address us with the word kids to make us think that we weren’t
in the kids’ class but in the men’s class):

— Hey, man-who can remember where we-the furious stopped?

— Not to meet Englishmen and calm you down-said somebody in
excitement-You wouldn’t be stopped until Gogcha then!

— yes!.. Uncle Andro smiled, disorderes the respondent’s hair,
stood up and went holding his huge machine.

Let it be your eternal memory uncle Andro that you left us this

story!..

*

I didn’t value all these then! Only now I can join everything with
each other like a swallow makes his nest. I know from Avtandil that
after 20 years from this era, in 1937 Kostale was arrested and his two
schoolboys and family was liquidated silently.

— for what?!.

— for old disagreement with Beria.
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Eva

Narrator: the same

Chaghma Tush people had rolled Adami’s and Pantsale’s heads in
front of people (who were gathered by force) who were eager to know
whose head would roll first; next they tied both of heads with beards,
hung on Archil Kotorashvili’s (Chaghma Tush) shoulder and made him
carry them in bare feet in March’s slush. On the way Chaghma women
gave woolen socks to Archil, but he didn’t take them.

— These brothers are killed now and I won’t take care my feet!..

He was Adam’s best friend and he wrote best poems himself. I have
heard that the following words belong to Archil and listen carefully:

It’s my tears that make dew

On the grass in the morning...

We all know Adam’s poems!..

Should they have killed such kind of boys?!.

*

Eva was Adam’s niece. In TsovaTush opinion she is the closest
and the most invaluable relative in the universe. Adam — Eva’s cousin.
Herewith, Adam, Eva and Eva’s brother Leo have been growing up
together since childhood more sweetely than real siblings.

Eva was the daughter of famous Tush shepherd Aleksi
Chkhopishvili and she was married to Odjilauri.

He was big enemy of Soviet System and he leaded secret
headquarter in Zemo Alvani.

And he directed the business in such a way that throughout 5-6
months Soviet structures were paralysed in Tusheti until Eva was

arrested. Now tell me, isn’t it a legend?
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Since December 1942 Eva has been in prison but she makes
herself look very dignified.

One day, mebers of Aliosha Kvashali’s brigade took Eva
somewhere and pointed to the heads jokingly:

— Now, can you guess which your cousin is?

One of the heads on the table belonged to Adam Bobghiashvili!

Eva didn’t lose her pride and dignity which was like treasure in
her flesh and blood. Eva didn’t even cry, looked at the devoted officer
defending illegal laws and said:

— I knew how damned you were but if [ knew that you were such

kind of barbarians I would do worse things!

But she was a woman, a person: she was in deep, long agony after
seeing this.

Since that day she strongly refused a lot of things-using mirror
and also denied being taken photos.

Then, a long time later when grandchild somehow took her a
photo to his granny Eva said:

— Why did you do that?.. okey but never show me this photo!

And no one showed her this photo, but she was very nice Tush
woman...

When she was sentenced execution, it was changed into ten years
long imprisonment and eternal exile in Kazakhstan desert...

While she was in excile, blowing wind from dried sand grappled
like constrictor to Eva who was used to Tusheti Mountains.That
damned wind bothered him the most. She liked that wind only once

when the wind blew these words:

We were exciled in the far,
Where the winds blow,
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We were exciled very far
Where the winds blow...

Ten years passed when her children — Elene and Levan (Leo-we
called Tulo with great love) were allowed to go to Kazakhstan and see
her.

Tortured children visited tortures mother somewhere very far.

Children and mother should have much to say for each other!

But when they sat down neither mother nor children couldn’t say
a word.

Until they were searching the lost words behind their tongues, the
host and the guests managed to see what they didn’t desire that time.

Elene and Leo imagined how they were looking towards the
dusty Alvani road and looking forward to their lost mother throughout
years...

Eva was sitting with her dadd and silently looking at that amazing
picture: The news spread in whole Alvani that Chkhopishvili was
bankrupted by Kulaks and ast number of people had come to see what
was happening.

— For assistance, didn’t it?

Aleksi stood next to it and was looking at Alazani valley. Eva
was turned towards the road and was observing how her family was
suffering.

— Don’t worry, dad! She told to Aleksi-none of them is from our
side, everyone has come from the down, turn round.

— How is that?! — Father who was tortured with doubts wanted to
make it precise. — do you know everyone?

—who knows everyone!.. But they have come with donkeys...

Aleksi nearly smiled with this timely answer; he turned round
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with his three-legged chair and looked at the people near the gate.

He looked at that uninvited guests and thought that they didn’t
have anything human left: everyone were turned into real beggars
waiting for commonusm!

They had come with hand-carts, Tush saddle-bags, Russian sacks,
buckets, and ropes, sleeves rolled up and with donkeys...

Women, men, young and old, ill and healthy all had come.

They had come to take everything!

They were carrying all kinds of things from the house for several
days.

They carried until empty walls made sounds and terrified those
ants.

Eva and her father sat at the end of the yeard for several days and
were looking at the people who were clutching bigger things than they
were like ants. But ants never roar like this!

They say that those families still have things taken from
Ckhopishvili family...

Vey soon, Aleksi’s 22-23 years old son was poisoned and died.

Aleksi burried his Tsova son and when he was coming from his
still warm tomb, completely bankrupted and living in relative’s house
he heard familiar clatter of horse hoofs. He was deep in thought and
tuned his head round and he saw that collective chaiman was riding
his own horse! He passed by Aleksi and didn’t even greet him in the
narrow road.

Despite how strong a man looks his heart still breaks! Aleksi’s
heart was broken here under his horse’s clattering and Alvani’s dust:

He walked a little after this, soon fell down and died...
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After the past memories finished, mother and her children talked
for a long time.

What if children could understand parents! But it doesn’t happen.
I wonder what would happen if before leaving Tulo had said to mother:

— Mum... I am proud of you!..

But before leaving he asked to mum:

— what happened mum?.. what it was? Why did you appear in
such situation?!.

Eva, who had seen everything in Kazakhstan’s heat and cold
understood everything: if her own son asked her such kind of question
it was clear that he even didn’ t approach his mother’s heart-her grief.
Eva looked at her son’s eyes with her eyes emptied of hidden tears and
dried like Kazakhstan’s sand and said shortly:

— live your own life and don’t interfere in mine!.. Don’t aske me
anything and don’t try to find out about it anywhere!..

But she was mother! — she was heartbroken but her voice became
a little soft:

— son... | have said it at the court: I will struggle untill the last
minute of my life!.. And i will fulfill it!..

Suddenly Kazakhstan breeze blew and brought sweet Tush words:

We were exciled in the far,
Where the winds blow...
And someone sadi-your meeting is over!
Epilogue.
The country lifestyle was alittle changed for better and after
fourteen years of excile Eva returned — 76 years old Lamara Lagazidze
— my cousin, devoted listener to Eva tells a story retold by Eva herself.

She returned the same: form, like wood and stone. His father’s
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house was returned to her but she didn’t live neither there nor in her
husband’s house: she built her own, all alone with heard work and
began her life from scratch...

Once in the middle of the village, Eva and her villager Tsubela
met face to face at dried tree bridge. Tsubela was invoved in liquidation
case of poisons. They stood at both ends of the bridge and looked
at each other in wolf eyes. Eva didn’t even blink her eyes, Tsubela
couldn’t wear that horrible gaze and had to violate the silence of the
village:

— Is that you? Have you arrived?

Eva tied her words to the last ones and roughly replied:
— I have arrived: to eat you up! Never come across to me or [ will

definitely eat you up!
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Black Raven

Narrator: the same

Following the path and resting,
Coming down like a legend, like a story,
It gets tired, moans and cries

Whispers to child’s bones.

Ioseb Longishvili

Prologue.

When it was prohibited from the government to say their names,
our middle brother Vaso who had tuberculosis was very close and often
used to go to Adam and Pantsale’s mothers who were dressed in black
and they spoke together for hours.

Vaso called both of them “Black Ravens” with love.

He died at the age of 21 and at the end when two days of life were
left for him he asked his mother to bring black ravens.

Very soon both of them came, dressed in black. They spoke in that
tubercular room all alone and I didn’t even have right to approach the
door. Vaso didn’t even leave his mother in his room.

hen my father was seeing them off she asked black ravens with her
wet eyes in the yeard: you?

— What did my boy tell to you?!.

Ravens looked at each other crying and told my mum in low
voice:

— He told us: what do you think, will your sons receive me?..

— Ohl.. said unlucky mother.
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Long time passed after Adam’s big case.

Adam’s mother Mariam returned from prison.

Stories about poison turned silent.

Time by time other people also returned from excile, from prisons.

Eva returned as well...

But very often people were still afraid to talk to Adam’s mum and
she was left alone.

But people made her hear where the government threw those
boys’ (who had cut heads) bare bodies.

Mariam put the bag on her shoulders, put dried maize bread in
her pocket and went to search the bones of her boy-the silent legend.
She went when it was getting dark: No one should suspect where she
went and why.

She passed a long way.

She approached Meltkuda ravine.

Those boys‘ bodies were thrown away in that place, under the
hot sun. They were thrown away not by ancient canibals but XX
century communists. Here those bodies lay until they split and ravens
distributed them as toys.

Mariam, who looked like a real black raven after silent sorrow
walked up hill by hill at night singing sorrowfully and quietly, twisting
headscarf and Tush saddle-bag. Occasionaly towards the mountains
she was calling her son’s unique name:

— Adaaam!..

— aaam-aaam-aaam-aaam!.. — unsuccessful yelling of sad mother
was echoing in the mountains.

And untill dawn she was searching and picking up phosphorus
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tiny bones burnt under the Caucasian sun: bones of the only son and
her son’s frinds.

In the daytime she was hiding from people under the Lezghin tree
in order to attack wolves herd at night...

When she found the first bone, she sat, put that bone on her lap

and mourned her son with the following words:

Oh, Tsveraidze (a person who was accused
in this crime),

why did you kill my son?

If you killed him

Why did you cut his head,

if you cut his head

why didn’t you kill me?
Those musty bones were shining like phosphorus here and there.
Mother was bending, taking the bone, then kissing it and putting

in the bag carefully and crying:

Oh, my Adam,

What should your mother do now?!.

She sadi this and then stopped talking and she imagined Adam’s

voice from somewhere:

oh my mym,
don’t bother
we aren’t the only one

in such a trouble!..
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So, Adam’s mum picked up the bones, who knows did they belong
to Adam or his friends? But she touched all the stones with great honor

and put in the saddle bag...

Mother was looking for his only son,
Searching in the leaves...
Searching in deka grass...
She yelled time to time:
(Tush plant)

— Adaaam!.. Pantsale!.. Gigole!.. Where are you boys? Where are
you hidden?

But as great Ilia (famous Georgian writer) said:
Nowhere voice

Nowhere calling...

Whenmum thought that she couldn’t find anything more, she
brought those bones at night and burried in her yeard, at the end of
short, wooden house, on the roadside towards Alazani.

After sertain time she made tombstone and on it you could see
young Adam’s face.

There was a hospitalin Mariami’s brother’s house (Chkhopiaant
house) and when [ went there to see my mum, [ used to stop and look at
Adam’s tombstone for a long Time. [ remember pretty flowers around
which were planted by his mum. Koba Khapridze-Chagma Tush man

mourned Adam and his mother this way:

Adam’s mother
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Is yelling in Bobgiashvili’s yeard...

They write: Adam’s mother — Mariami — daughter of Chkopiaant
Aleksi was celver and nice woman. After death of her only son she was
alive for 33 years. She was imprisoned. She was completely destructed.
But she never complained and never broke down. She was perfectly
yelling for the all dead people in the village. She didn’t have anyone to
see of and was mourning other people’s children with Tush honor all
her life and this way she was mourning her only son.

Commander’s daughter Liza Vakhvakhishvili (Adam’s beloved)
recalled:

— Her crying was full of praising feelings. My tears were drying.
I listened to her beautiful, unique mourning...

I don’t want to talk about the reasons of the above mentioned
cases: if any reason is justified for any goal than is it worth talking?

But I should yell it with the whole voice:

— God, where have you been at that time: Did this handful people
still want killing?

Bolshevik epidemy voke those natural instincts in Tsova Tush
people which were prohibited to exist under old unwritten rules:

Any our ancestors would stay heartbroken from Tush people’s
behavior which Vaso Kokorishvili tells us in 30 second long audio
recording and it makes us icy shivering in the whole body!

Vaso has revealed lots of things and lots of people.

We are used to remember heros’ names. But we should also
remember evil people.

Vaso says that those years, in only one part of Alvani which
comprised 26-27 districts, 30 people were executed.

Exactly one minute is given to us to live. And this one minute and
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many other things are deprived: they will shoot, strike a knife, execute,
imprison in slums, cut my head — already killed.

Any rights for that?

— It was such a time-tells Vaso to correspondents — everubody
knows(!) — Two people couldn’t stand together on the road and talk to
each other: they would be imprisoned.

Hey you who is reading these words now and is angry of me,
imagine well that these everything happens now, these days and those
who escaped yesterday from our street were our fathers, brothers, your
boy and we will either hear the news about their execution years later
or we won'’t hear it at all.

And among that stories (how | want this to be lie, invented by
Vaso) one character was my teacher. I amn’t astonished with the fact
that Telavian woman decided which Alvani Tsova would be killed and
which should be saved. Im am more astonished with the fact that she
dared such kind of things and then entered in the class to teach the kids.

I feel sad for the reason that black plague spread in the village
(and still is active). This was big epidemy of black plague deliberately
supported by the chief.

Mankind has passed a big exam in Stalinism (if it passed?)

When I still had enthusiasm [ used to ask old people very confused:

What kind of time it was?

I was answere:

It was terrible time!..

Mariam undertook this story herself, — Adam’smother but nobody
could make her nod!

So, wasn’t it a legend?

And in the middle of the story I constantly Mariami with Tush

headscarf who had bag on her shoulders not very tall but raised up untill
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heaven with her nice eyebrows and stone like forehead, wandering in
Meltkuda ravine.
— Adaaam!

— aaam-aaam-aaam-aaam!..
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Letters Hidden in the Grave
Narrator: the same

Everyone is happy when they are young!..
But we realize that only
When we aren’t happy any more.

Narrator

Letters which I am preparing for you to narrate stayed in unwritten
history of Tsova Tush people as we neither have read nor seen them.

But they were really written in trembling hand and were read with
the trembling heart...

I, the narrator of this legend still remember icon like face of aunt
Babula-teacher Kato. Every other day he used to go to school from our
road and shone the whole territory. She walked straigtened in her back
and waist, quiet eyes and such a smile that as [ later realized it is called
“Giokonda smile”.

Sometimes aunt Babula ate fried maize bread in front of our house
and its smell made me completely mad.

It happened when she had already carried on terrible torture.

And what would it be before?!.

Let’s listen to Manana, my cousin and Kato’s younger brother’s
granddaughter...

— Aunt Kato and I used to be friends-says Manana. — [ loved her
very much. And she loved me more. And she used to tell me everything,
she truseted me. Aunt Kato who you compate to paradise angel was
great heroine... says Manana.
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Kato thought she was in the heaven when Pantsale looked at her
in Tush gaze.

She studied in Tbilis then. She met Pantsale there. She was
searching but she couldn’t find any defects in her beloved.

Nobody Knows what Pantsale was thinking about Kato: His
romantic letters now belong to the grave which he had sent from Tbilisi
to Alvani.

They got married and one more Tush family was made from
coursed generation.

Though...

Soon Pantsale joined activists together with Adam.

Guys struggled against Russian soviet regime from outside-from
the wood, gorge, mountain. They neither went close, nor let someone
approach government members.

Kato was arrested in hope for arresting Pantsale. Though he wasn’t
cheated, but his wife lost her baby in prison.

After the prison, parents brought Kato at home.

Everyone was prohibited to mention activists names!

Later activists were liquidated physically-but no one could
liquidate them in spirit!

Even today, everyone knows how Adam, Pantsale and one
ChagmaTush man (Kaadze Gigo) were executed by Government
members — ChagmaTush group under Aliosha Kvashali leadership and
how their heads rolled down and they said mockingly:

— Whose head will go first?

%

And years passed by.
Kato had two brothers. Older-Svimon who was shepherd and
younger-lase who had received higher education and had worked in
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various offices carrying the name of the best person.

What happened after activists’ case?.. A year later both of Katos’
brothers were asked to come to the regional centre — “for conversation”.

When brothers came back home it was already quite dark. Kato
was sitting and checking Math workbooks with thick red pencil.

Her elderly parents were sitting in one place and doing some
housework.

The door opened heavily and the brothers came in, they were
completely pale.

Kato looked at her brothers sweetely:

— You are alive and why are you so sad?!

The brothers grew alittle bolder and they sat at Kato’s table on the
other side.

lase couldn’t open his mouth. So, older brother had to say:

— We were talled in the region that your sister shouldn’t be called
as “Pantsale’s ex-wife” any more!

Dark silence spread in the whole house.

— You should marry her quickly!.. Added older brother.

Kato smiled. She couldn’t imagine that anyone could say such
kind of thing:

— What?! — And where are the fiancés waiting? — asked Kato.

— I wish we were joking, sister... — said Svimon-they warned us-if
you don’t fulfil that you will share Pantsale’s fate!..

lase took some documents from his pocket and gave them to his
beloved sister:

— here are the fiancés...

Kato looked at her brothers and then her parents in amazement.
And when she saw that nobody assited her she looked at the papers
silently. Should I have such fate?!. — she thought and looked at the long
list.
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She somehow saw the name — Giorgi. She closed her eyes, then
put thick red dot with her pencil on this name even not reading the last
name. She dropped the pencil on the list, stood up quietly and went
towards her room with in restraint.

Svimon nodded his head, closed his eyes strongly and cried. lase
looked at his parents.

When Kato approached the door, she didn’t turn round but said in
some kind of intonation:

— if the marriage can be done through the journals, what’s the
difference between the names?..

She said these words and went to her room as if for sleeping?..

*

Giorgi was honourably received from wife’s family. He was
Chagmatush, educated, medical worker having great authority.

Kato wasn’t such a woman to make others know what she
was feeling in her heart. She was simple woman with everyone and
everywhere...

In addition when Kato entered her new family (In Akhmeta) her
single sister-in-law — Tsatso met her who soon became like her sibling.

Time passed again... The clock counted the time again.

News spread the village that Kato was pregnant. I, as the narrator
of this story remember that the whole family, street and the village
were very glad with this news.

And... the son was born! Little Leo... So many people were
waiting for his birth!

Eveyone-our family, street and the village were so happy...

When the gunshots were over and they stayed alone, Kato asked
her husband Giorgi to listen to her for a while.

— Sure my dear, what would you like?.. — told Giorgi to his wife
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and sat next to her.

— Giorgi... — Kato started heavily. — We aren’t children any more,
both of us know that our marriage was ordered by our native party...
I fulfilled this terrible task scrupulously... And you did the same and
I am grateful for this. But time has come to look after our dignity: I
haven’t forgotten and I’m not going to forget whom I belong in reality.
You should know this and I know you do. And I know that you are
a pure person and you will understand... Forgive me: I have never
spoken so much in my life... I am saying that from today we will be
wih each other as we were before our marriage... You already have
daughter (Giorgi had daughter from the first marriage) and God give
her a long life! You wanted a boy-and I have presented it, God bless
him!.. And before I don’t go to my man I wil be called his widow
forever...That’s all, I wanted to say this...

And Kato stopped talking. It seemd she still wanted to say
something but she was silent.

Previous smile turned into ice on Giorgi’s face. And he finally
said:

— How unlucky man I am!.. I have nothing against you my dear
Kato... On the contrary: Thnak you for lots of things! I have often
thought about you and you truelly are remarkable woman... let it be
like you say... But I can’t say how my sister who is crazy about you
will bear all this...

— Giorgi! — Kato stopped him-She is your sister... Thus, she will
understand me... understand us. We all three should stay as friends.

— Yes-said Giorgi sadly. He kissed Kato on her hand, turned round
and left the room.

*

Time quickly passed.
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Kato was leaned to huge pillows in the bed. Her sister-in-law was
sitting next to her on an old straw chair and she was ready to fulfill any
wish to her beloved sister-in-law. Though Kato wasn’t such a woman
to bother her sister-in-law with her wishes.

Finally, when she felt that she couldn’t stop the time, she looked
at Tsatso with her wet eyes.

— I am listening my Kato, tell me anything you want.

— I have one request and I don’t know how to say...

— Don’t you know me? What should you ask that I’'m not able to
fulfil it?you just ask me...

— When I realized that love was forbidden in this world I carefully
hid Pantsale’s letters... Kato turned round to the wall and cried: — I
can’t go up there any more... in the attic you will find rags in mess...
Kato smiled weakly. — you will think it’s a rubbish... — she became
sad again. She cried again... you will see the letters in the jewel box
presented by granny... It’s lock doesn’t work any more... [ have hidden
them there... I wanted to ask this but I couldn’t. Now, I think time has
come: | want you to send them with me and perhaps you could bring
them down. — she looked at her sister-n-law once gain and said smiling:
I won’t escape, 1 will wait for you here...

Sister-in — law silently stood up and rushed out of the room. She
brought staircase and went up to the attic. She rally saw rags. She was
happy to have found them. She thought: why haven’t I seen them yet!..
She found old, very nice jewel box. She was in a hurry, she was curious
and thought: she will ask me to read them and I will read them for her
and she will so happy, perhaps she will cry a bit!..

Tsatso came down from the stairs and ran towards the sick.

Kato had turned her head towards the wall and was waiting for
Tsatso deep in thought.

Tsatso sat on an old straw chair:
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— Here, Kato, look at them!.. — and she looked at the sick. Kato
didn’t move-oh, Kato... Kato...

Kato had closed her eyes forever which were always full of light
and she had Giokonda smile on her face...

*

They were carrying Kato’s dead body fom Akhmeta to Alvani.
There were numerous people.

When they passed Bakhtrioni and approached to Gatskvetila
Tsatso told the funeral procession to stop.

They stopped and everyone surrounded the funeral car.

Tsatso unwrapped the jewel box wrapped in satin which she was
holding in her hands; she raised it upand said:

— Kato’s guests!.. This unlucky woman never had happiness with
her beoved husband Pantsale... She had to return to her parents and
we are seeing her off now to them. She was modest person and she
never troubled anyone. And I won’t disturb you of speaking about our
relationship. I will say only one: In that jewel box there are Pantsale’s
letters which he was writing to his Katusha... In the end she asked me
to put them here and I’am doing that... Nobody has ever read these
letters except for Kato and nobody will... Thus, nobody knows what
is written there. But I want to say that in these letters thay started such
wonderful love which Kato couldn’t exchange in anything and anyone:
love till the grave.

The speech touched each person, everyone noded heads. Some
remembered that someone had cursed the generation.

Bitter sobbing of Tush women was heard until Kviratshkoveli church
and it reached up to Jandjani road.
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Three Sweethearts for One
(Trimeron)

Narrator: the same

It seems that terrible feeling appears in

A person who is far from motherland

When in the last minutes-he becomes aware
In such a thing that he never believed:

Here, everything has dissappeared!..

Narrator

Tato

Tato Kadagidze was considered as perspective graduate student
by West European University professors.

University scholars tried to leave him on the department. One
day they accompanied him and surveyed Chemistry laboratory
thoroughly-now they considered him not as simple graduate but as a
future collaborator and a colleague.

As Tato was Tush he was somehow uncomfortable and didn’t
know where to hide his eyes which were not safe to hide all his
thoughts.

As university staff didn’t see anything positive in the wild man’s
appearance from the surveying, one of the professors asked him to
follow to the cabinet.

Professor opened the door and said:

—come in!

— Thank you!

They entered and sat down.
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—Itisn’t easy to adapt new environment... But a person soon gets
used to it-said the professor, smiled and added: — gets used soon, even
bad...

— Unfortynately! — said Tato smiling and inclined his eyes which
couldn’t hide any thoughts.

Absolutely!.. — Professor was silent for a while and later added-
though I think that our collaboration will be only fruitful for both of
us...

Tato couldn’t find anything to explain himslef and said modestly:

— Give me a little time, great teacher, for thinking...

— It’s good!.. of course it’s good!.. — Replied the host and gave
his hand.

And when Tato touched the door handle, professor said:

— I will be delighted to be mediator with my angel daughter if [
have permission from Caucasian chemical worker...

As soon as he said this Tato turned round like an arrow and
gracefully noded to the professor:

— Thank you my great teacher for estimation! If today I am such
a person it s from you... And your daughter really looks like an angel!
Thank you! And good bye!..

Tato rushed out and quickly closed the door. When he remembered
European like tempting look of the professor’s daughter this
mountaineer Tush man became crazy and leaned the wall for a while:
What has this man told to me!..

He was so anxious that he wandered through the city.

He once again visited art galleries but he didn’t anything like his
profesor’s daughter!..

He was tired of walking.

As soon as Tato sat deeply in soft European armchair and closed
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his eyes for a second, he dreamed his village s narrow roads. He saw
she sheep herd in the road coming with their excrement.

Arrogant goats led them and stopped from fence to fence.

He looked and listened for a long time.

The goats make sounds in real Tush sounds! — Thought Tato for
the first time in his life — I have never thought about such thing up
today.

Hm, hm, hm — He immitated the goats ‘ voice and laughed like a
shepherd.

— But! he exclaimed in surprise-the sheep have improved as they
not only express sounds but they speak in Tush language.

He imitated the goats again.

Next he stood up quickly from the Europan armchair very furious:

— Oh no, said Tush man in his homesick native language. It’s not
Chemistry time now, [ won’t stay here... wait for me, my sheep, [’am
coming.

And he came towards his bread — winner sheep speaking his

native language holding his excellent European diploma.

Giorgi

Our Giorgi is in great St Petersburg and he helps big scientist —
Shifner — in great business-they are analysing Tush language... — my
sister Makvala makes me crazy as she retells in such details that she sat
with tham holding feather (means of writing in the past) and assisting
in writing!

While they were working together, Giorgi explained lots of things
to German academician about Batsbian langauge and he also received

a lot of advice from German academician.
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—as my sister Makvala said, once Shifner told Giorgi that nothing
exists as excelent as a language in the universe.

He liked his language very much and he much more liked it after
this as Giorgi had missed his language a lot. He asked his great teacher:

— I would like to go to my people this summer for a couple of
days.

— You can go of course... but... is it worth to go in such a distance
for a couple of days? — asked Shifner to his apprentice-says my
legendary sister Makvala.

— My great tutor! — I’'m bored with the big marble castles, I miss
my tiny, hut like houses very much... and I would like to hear the
sounds of cows coming home in the evening once again as they use to
make moos in Tush language-replied Giorgi.

— wow, what has this guy told me-thought the academic-at firts
he gazed at Giorgi but later he decided to hide his tears and looked

down...

*

And Giorgi started his journey.

He wasn’t usually healthy but when he came in Astrakhani he
caught fever and stayed there to the mercy of Russian compassionates.
Russieans took good care of him, but...

Giorgi was walking and suddenly he heard strange sounds...He
saw that his people were not there and didn’t speak his language.

Here is my language, how sweet it is, this blessed language, |
hardly heared it!.. — thought Giorgi. He wanted to come closer to his
language and his people, but the cows are coming with ears and horns
pricked up, sparkling huge black eyes and having full udders between

the legs. Giorgi tries to walk but he is unable because of cows.
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Suddenly he caught fever in the whole body. He looked and
couldn’t see his mother among those people!

— Nano! He called.

Mother was holding felt cloack which was open!She came out
from the cows and approached her son:

—Sonl!..

She covered Giorgi’s shoulders with the felt cloack, she didn’t
feel shy because of many people and hugged her son.

— Nano! — Giorgi said once again; it was nearly dawn and he
closed his wet eyes.

Giorgi’s eyes were closed and he sateyed there forever-in

Astrakhan-as a guest with the great king Vakhtang VI...

*

If he was able to return back to Petersburg happy Shifner would
again ask his beloved apprentice to prove once again the answer to his
old question in a German way:

— Giorgi! Was it worth to go in such a distance for a couple of
days?

— Of course it was my great tutor! Giorgi would answer to his
beloved teacher. — I was our tiny , hut like houses once again... It was
evening when I came there and I saw cows coming from the fields
having udders filled with milk among their legs...

Shifner would become so interested that he would sit and ask

with his unbroken smile insisting to asnwer:

— Then, then?!.
Giorgi would straighten his pupil like eyes to his great teacher

and say:
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— Those cows were calling up to their calves and they called up
in Tush language!

And they both would giggle...

Shifner was sitting alone, looking down at his monograph and
thinking: Giorgi sacrificed all his life to his visit (for which I considered
two days as numerous for the person used to hard work) with the Tush
language...

It’s true my sister, there has never been such an exciting thing

than a language in the universe!

Guy from Machablishvili Family

According to my villagers, one of the best Tush Tsova man from
Machablishvili family was working in Russia in the gold mine and
when Red Revolution happened he wrote to his beloved in Alvani:

Revolution has destroyed numerous people and it will destroy
much more-the red plague! I won’t return back any more... Find your
way and look after your life, I will always love you... We won’t see
each other any more...

He accompanied Denikin (Russian military official, writer) and
went towards the East of Russia.

He reached China.

There he met German lady and a son was born to them. With
great love he named his son his brother s name. He soon died and that
German lady wrote to her husband's family in Alvani:

He was ill, he was dieing... He turned on the wall and started to
talk in a strange language. When I observed well he was crying... Hhe
was talking and crying untill he died. I still hear his talking. Maybe

you can guess what language it was... I'm still worried that I didnt
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understand what he wanted and what he dreamed of...

He was crying for the last time in a language which he spoke at
first, lieing in cradle...

He was crying in a language in which one great German was
interested in the past and even wrote down some Tush vocabulary and
gave the Tush some presents...

For the last time he was crying in a language on which one
great Germn composed first precious book in Iberian-Caucasian
Linguistics...

He was crying in Tush language.

It seems that he was crying for the same thing as my brother
Champo did in snowy Russia.

He was crying for those snowcocks who were twitering in Tush
on the top of the trees at the dawn but now were so far:

He was crying for the parsnip smell the shepherds had on their
hands when coming from the mountains;

He was crying for the lamb fallen down in the cliffs and calling
its mother...

How many things should we mention!

Maybe he was crying because of joy after seeing the guys waiting
for him at the paradise gate...

Or perhaps he had missed well carved Georgian letters after
looking at Chinese hieroglyphs and crying in Georgian language: Oh,
my God!..

Oh, My God!

Frau Scharlotte, now 1 can guess what your Tsova husband was
saying turned towards the wall, far from his motherland and convinced
in something that he never believed in:

— Here everything is finished, at this Chinese wall! Everything
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is closed here: there won’t be neither Tsovata nor Tsiplovani! Neither
rushes’moaning on the top of Sakorne and nor playing of crazy
accordion!..

And I can well imagine how much gold he would give to any
person who would talk to him in his native language in which he was
speaking (or arguing?) at this Chinese wall.

Frau Scharlotte, don’t become angry but he was whispering his

Tush language for the last time, his most trusty sweetheart...
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Potskvera’s Nanny

Narrator: the same

I would like you to know that this nice story was told by Jemo’s
nephew — Emzar Baramidze, aged 46 at Eteri Titoshvili family, in
Alvani.

One Tush person had sick daughter and took in Tbilisi to be
examined by Potskvera (Famous Goergian urologist, his official name
was Levan Tsikarishvili but his fellow villagers called him Potskvera
— in Tush their extended family name).

After great doctor (Nadejda Niskubina — Russian woman married
in Tusheti) he was the doctor and the God for Tsova people.

Potskvera examined the girl and said:

—nothing is serious with the girl, just take her to Tbatana, there is
nothing better than Tbatana.

— Really? Tnak you my dear! The girl’s father was very happy and
he got his hand into the pocket to take out money to give to the doctor.

— I won’t take money-said Potskvera-you just tell me which Tsova
family you represent?

— I am Jemoshvili (Usharauli in Georgian) — replied the girl’s
father.

— what are you saying?Are you from Jemo’s family? — asked
Potskvera.

— I am Mikhako’s younger brother, do you know him? — asked the
girl’s father.

— I know him well, he was my nanny!..

— Nanny?Jemoshvili was interested.

— One summer we went to the mountain top to shepherd the

lambs...
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— What are you saying!.. — The girl’s father was very happy.

— So, once when it was dark we saw a bear had approached
there!-retells Potskvera. — I was still a kid, hardly wiping my nose. He
started laughing (Jemoshvili laughed as well). So I started crying very
loudly!.. We didn’t have guns and nothing! Mikhako started to fight the
bear with his bare hands... and [ saw such a thing there... now a bear
was under him, then Mikhako was under the bear!.. It was such a scene
that [ didn’t want to cry any more... Mikhako behaved so strongly that
he finally choked the bear!.. Mikhako was bleeding!..

— Yes, I have heard this! Jemoshvili was so happy that he was
jumping high and high. What was next? — he asked.

— Next... when he choked the bear, came towards the fire,
approached me quietly and suddenly slapped me!

— Oh! — Jemoshvili was very worried. — How did he do that! What
did he want from the kid?

— I was very angry! — said Potskvera. It was such a bloody slap
that I sparkled from my eyes and spread smoke from my ears...

Potskvera said this and laughed.

Jemoshvili was so worried that he asked again:

— What did he want, why did he do that?..

—Hm..continued Potskvera smiling — Mikhako said: You bastard!..
I had you hope when I fought the bear: I thought you was a man, I was
thinking you would help-but you started crying!.. Then he stopped and
added sweetely... If [ didn’t have your hope, | wouldn’t fight the bear!..
Potskvera said that after this he started laughing...

So you reconciled finally! — said Jemoshvili laughing.

— We reconciled-added Potskvera, deep in thought... Mikhako put
his one hand on my shoulder and disordered my hair with the second

hand. I wish to be a child again...

307



Epilogue.

Till death Mikhako’s pupil was a devoted soldier for the
Hippocrates. They say that when he had final minutes of life and when
a person has difficulties in deciding what to say he said:

— 1 beg you, never eat home-made tinned vegetables!

After this words he finally closed his eyes...

In my opinion Mikhako would meet him at the paradise wall
smiling and said:

— Wow!.. we are tired of waiting for you!..
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Ballade about Gatskvetila
(The place where Georgians executed the army of the enemy)
Narrator: Alex Mikeladze (aged 86)

Infidel Tatar army

was exterminated at Gatskvetila,

as they couldn’t defeat Kakheti

they humiliated Christ’s cross

at Bakhtrioni and Alaverdi.

The army of Tush-Pshav-Khevsureti
Looks like lions and tigers!..

They attacked Bakhtrioni and

Blood stream covered the land

Thus, Tatar army ran towards Alaverdi.
They are running towards here
Hoping to be helped

In the top fields of Alvani

Army became confused.
Tush-Pshav-Khevsureti

Created phalanx

having no crack anywhere.

Tatars were all exterminated and bledding.
Suddenly one of infidel Tatar corpse moved round!...
Zezva said-stop fighting,

We have a bad sign.

The struggle has stopped

The wind went silent.

Dead Tatars’ hill surround Zezva

Tatars’ heads roll round like riverside rocks.
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Infidel Tatars were completely exterminated
In Kakheti

Like morning dew,

And at the top of Alvani

You can still see a place

Called Gatskvetila.
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Ballade about Iliko Imedidze
Narrator: the same

Tush people were moving towards mountains

They passed Alazani and followed Batsara water

They walked the path in the wood

Along the mountains,

Horses are loaded

And horse-shoes

Spread loud sounds.

Shepherds deep in thought

Are following the footsteps

Carrying salt and flour

To the huts where they milk the cows.

Motherland is in trouble

As the war is fierce

And everyone feels this.

Grigol Baramidze

Rides soldier’s horse

He isn’t a little man

They call him vetdoctor.

He studied at the workers’ faculty

Having nearly twenty sheep,

He rides his horse singing,

Having a bag on his shoulder

And brigade briefcase.

First passanger already reached the bottom
of Bebristapi

Others are back again

It’s hard to travle together...

A young man is running

Having other thoughts and mind

He wasn’t identified at first
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Where did he come from?

He ran to the vet doctor and said:

— come down!

— why shoud I come down?

Grigol became angry.

He sat down on the horse

And rushed away

Thinking the guy wanted something serious
He went first and ordered:

— Stop immediately! —

And prepared his gun hanging on the shouder.
They stopped and

Herd of horses surrounded Bebristapi...
Robber ordered: — horses...

Tie six of them here,

Salt should be hung on three of them

And maize flour should be placed on three of them...
Tush refuse to follow the order

The robber prepared his gun again

And aimed at passenger.

Your blood will be shed!..

Three other robbers came out of the wood,
Above us, from the roadside,

Having numerous guns

Aiming to make some crime.

Iliko Imedidze doesn’t even move his eye-lash
He went towards the oppressorr

And said

You, a boy from Matani

Can’t take anything

And are talking in vain.

You wont’frighten with the gun

You are holding it in vain.
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The young man is furious,

And began shouting:

— I woud do such things

If you weren’t old!..

—If I weren’t an old man,

I would show up myself,

I have defeated a lot like you...

Step back

Don’t make us be late!.. —

The rest also joined

And surrounded them

They were taking aim at him

And spreading their spite.

But an old brave man

Never can be changed

And his heroic action

Can make someone conscious

Self-confidence and pride

Will break his horns

An eighty year old man

Will scold a robber;

Make stop shouting

To famous Chichashvili

Who has bad reputation

For misdeed and killing.

He already changed his conversation

Moving his jaw in a different way

But still continues his begging.
What would unarmed Tush people
Do
They selected the horses:
Power can plough the slope...
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Even Trees Die when Standing
Narrator: Makvala Mikeladze (aged 81)

Who knows how many brave Tush men’s heroic names joined the
history after fighting in the halls of tiny fortresses situated on Tsaro
slopes... In Tsaro people’s memory, settled in spacious village Alvani
there exsists a legend of their villager, Adam Kizilashvili — not for
bravery with the enemy, but for the valiant challange he declared to the
death-the most perfidious and unmerciful enemy of the mankind when
he was in mortal agony. Death was defeated but the name of villager —
Adam Kizilashvili fighting with the death remained as a legend in the
memory of Tush people.

In youth Adam used to say:

— If someone has to die, a person should be dead either while
fighting the enemy or deprive the heartless death the happiness of
victory.

People listened and they they weren’t surprised with the young
Tush man’s boasting. As the both of the sides-speakers and listeners
were grown up on Tush customs; each and every day they listened the
following words like an oath formula:

— If you have to die, die firm and vigorous! You should still be
winner when defeated!

Time passed. Adam wasn’t able to become aged and matured.
The prediction came true like a vow to the very young man born for
heroism.

Grandmother was narrating the story to us-the boys and girls-
dreaming for future heroic cases in big enthusiasm at the fireplace of
the old village in the evenings when we didn’t have TV at all. We
often asked her to retell about Adam and she used to narrate with new
enthusiasm the story she had retold for many times already.
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— We knew Adam quite well, — granny was narrating with the
primary enthusiasm and we listened diligently to the story already
retold. — His wife was my neighbour-as pretty as the full moon and
he was distinguished with his good appearance too. The couple loved
each other deeply and their family was full of all kinds of goodness, but
the happiness is measured with minutes!

Young couple’s sweet and harmonized life was soon covered with
night like black clouds. Adam became sick with incurable disease. He
concealed but his mother’s and wife’s tearful eyes scratched his heart
like sharp weapon, he was tortured when thinking about the future
orphanage of his cheerful kidsd. And moreover, he had unbearable
pains from the disease.

Illness couldn’t be stopped. The end was very close. After
tiresome silence Adam talked to the women:

— Time doesn’t wait, my fate is already decided and I have one
request with you, — he said-stay together tightly and don’t make my
kids feel orphanage, bring them up as good Georgian courageous men.

Next he regulated his disordered breathing and told to the women
who were turned into sorrowful statues:

— When I die... stand by shoulders and get me up!..

He only said these but his mother and wife guessed that Adam
called up death in unequal battle which wanted to take away the
happiness of victory in uniqual war.

Nobody spoke a word: True sorrow is always dumb and tearless.

The final night came earlier than expected, bright June night as
if specially decorated with the full moon. Adam’s breathing became
frequent, he couldn’t speak and it seemed that he was begging
something with anxious, weak movement of his hands.

His mother and wife guessed his desire, stood by the shoulders of
cande like melted man and made him get up with great effort.
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It seemd he realized what happened: the body suddenly stopped
breathing, hardly breathed out twice and... everything finished.

Uniqual war between life and death finished. Peaceful light of
realized victory covered the dead’s face like a glory...

At dawn the family sent a boy to the mountains to inform Adam’s
shepherd father the bad news. It seemed that father was already adapted
to his son’s death, his nerves even didn’t move on his stone like face,
he stared at the mountains in front of him and listened the news. Only
after a long silence he said one sentence:

— Even trees die when standing...

War of untimely deseased young man with death was considered
as heroism by the villagers — Adam’s story became a legend: The story
of a hero fighting without a sword is transmitted from generation to
generation and throughout the years it gains more listeners. A well-
known Tush man Arsen Bertlani dedicated heart touching words to
Adam:

High up the cliffs
Where sorbs are seen
And heart is afraid of
Waiting for winds,
Fathers taught

And boys thought

That Death was a shame
When lying in bed.
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6.536'» : .sEQ.s“anSo : Proverbs

sousg 3 88«'71 01385 maqfﬁ 3&55&.
déembs Lbgals (i sben) bdenls 63960
A cow butts to unknown calf.
bésoggbl} ol‘ bd dé@ 369@5@6’;
56doboals (I lisbgamas) (s bob zogmo Tgqgsds.
Arminda (nickname for person who refuses to eat) had eaten nine
khinkali (Georgian traditional food-dumplings with meat filling).
35(380g s/, 35 38mgy jaﬂaq»a‘a Voahﬂ 3gh Qajcf Qonﬁﬁ.
mvz](az]?&o oéaaoog, 60%‘5(3%('3@%3 Uol}%@ob 608“1(3332)0
hoboéaaéqomom.
Tush people say that blood letting is healthy in Spring.

38860 KOS 3836'» 3.5660 séaals.
bgedq o ©sliggbads Bgedade dsBaes (eopmamols bsmdgsde).
Overresting is extra burden (Didoeli’s saying).
dmalisagm s Sobe 8356 gm s Sobe s
Qoaobmaoh Voémamgm gag:mbmS()lj Voémaaﬂ@oo.
That is taken from the night is deprived from the wolf.
Bv;ﬁ& E.sqfaﬁﬁ g™ Boévcf 6™ Salibmés.
aolisdomds sdohgbmma (¥sdols bslosoby dmlimmo) ygogo
6“‘"{]31’&‘3“’40 ob QoégUGOQOUm.
The raven having great apetite for eating can’t stay unburst.
33’85 ds'é Qaaaméﬁ, ba&an oalsé"a'Goa MOQ&
3% Jdsto ymegomogm o 93Bogl (3o gggdms (sbu: 0z
Fben oo o, Bagy 3oBa50 oggo)-
Husband struggled in the war and wife narrated the story

(i. e. speak only the words you are well convinced in).

a.séxos 0601! Fo bsBb.
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60(%2{363 06015 m(z)o (a o. 2)38(%0) 888@0 (oquqng\)o Qvoabqboc]a)
Hard work only knows two (i.e. a lot of) cheese (Izolda Lagazidze).

QSQM{) beaca o9
ljo(jaQoQﬂo b(}é@kao@oé (8088\)@0 aoja@oga)
Death is a shame (Makvala Mikeladze).

Rfe%-30f4sb gmisacbya gleatdsds «95%
hoaaoéﬂf@maogob 603(050{33&/8@860 d@ga%a 68080 (gbgbg\b
695 Tg0mo).

Those who run after love fall over the cliffs (Manana
Chrelashvili).

Qm‘s 8635 l‘mqﬁ;?, ds Gooalkf
lioghygo 3F o6 ogmls, oa@sd Lfemda (Is@ersgmo).
A word can be bitter but right.

g3 g g Uo2amy RBma
150(5830 oé ‘HJBQO aoéalﬁmh da(jao.

A word can’t be broken.

35Q66 Qésa, ;:ma jmdoaoﬂ - %m&%bga, Gmaaaqbf}.ﬁo.
ot o ggocres, 3m ggen Bgbggeo —3bby o0 3o gbgcro
(8038\)@0 aojaqv\x]a)

If you have to die-die when standing-vigorous and firm (Makvala
Mikeladze).

35Q°é oaéé—mvaé ) JQM{) ©5-
bOdBQOQ’)O oab(%—kgqnnb Qbﬂéoo (QOUSOQ’)O 30(’]8‘:’)6&8).

Death is dropping shield and sword (Makvala Mikeladze).

35566 p\nambé ©° Q&GQ&G&QE&, 85@66?; 3 BGbB mm@bé ©9.
(jk)maﬂz:ago 807':&(\1@00 bo@m@b@obmaob, bodSQOQ’m Qb&)é@bagbb
(3543505 dodgemady).

Life is struggle for living, death is a failure (Makvala
Mikeladze).
8(:688 bma 385&06;6, s dsdab 36.0.8Gméb
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80(77)15 dmgo (80@61\‘)01}0, 0')080150) amaéog\b, maommgaa (388%030
A donkey had brought bunch of grass/hay and had eaten itself.

e Faamog Joboced Com34g3 3ebee:
%an Vaamom 6émagago an dmaqbom moSQago.

The sea is made up of drops and emptied with spoon.
mbégaé‘qu Gméﬁo ga%jp\:.s;:;a :].s%;g.sé bob G Qvanvf‘r].
GmC‘JOmg\)ago Voam%}ogvdawobaog 30‘;0 VUS‘:)OO’) 88(% 60(]Q380
With little drizzling a land can’t be saturated.
QQSJE& ds gek 3o 300 ©° 63.5{] 9oy
Stolen piece of bread can choke one.
QoQQbVOg& jm@ma 8{} &86 Qéam;gﬁ.
3°7%)6%°g° J303% gebml 29kt
Dirty pitcher spoils the wine.
36(*1408 (‘]8015 Béa[ﬁo oé UJOQUBO

A rolling stone gathers no moss.

30t wom ©23 6~ 3fa 38ag*
%aéjaa{g 688@0 0(% UJEQ\) amdg@o (oamogggoqn 60(%1}380[;0(38()(00)
You shouldn’t kill a snake at home (Avtandil Garsevanishvili).
rhe grgby gbldmm g wogymee
maméo hogmbo boab*ﬂjgah 884 Qb&)@balj (QoEoEo %éa@bgaog@o)
White clothes can’t hide obesity.
y\oé;aa éanﬁmé: jmémﬁ 363&E8 bmS;? lsj, Gmsad 3'3{3 Qb;gbnéj
anmls.snE&.
683(011 amjab: moab B‘fz](%bang 6030%{]%80815, mmg)ag d‘f(']Qb
Qagaf/{]g{naaogog gmaoéogm.

A Snake said: No one smash my head or I’ll bring my tail from my
mother’s family.
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Q"’B"‘{"Q’{]Béﬂ’ QmVQoan;«an daan(?aojo 59538
nggé—ééGngbb (‘Ubbq')ﬂbmgbb 668md0$88"8q’)3g0 dQ’)Qa%a
68080 (aogogo %éa@b?ao@o)

Those who are miserable fell down on the cliffs (Manana
Chrelashvili).

@gbeb g bby g 3o
gmbobéffagﬁab 06 840’)0, og aaméa (gmhooévﬂ@a oB aémh oémao[ﬁ

éogab, bg aaméab) (oqnoo aojaqnoda)
Those wandering can find anything (Ilia Mikeladze).
ds om Smlsol;{], [ ds Boé‘qf %nbﬂmb
BVZ] nj 03150, 0301506 g'/z] 68(30&)06.
Don’t do evil things and don’t be afraid of anything evil they will
do to you.
gamkafm @y ﬂaVJ 366"3 3™ §°F @9 ‘30@‘35:&'6 éo&mg.
jSaaOgb%a 046 V(v](jlﬁaon/)m O')"E](QOO QO bé@ "U{HDQ)D(HOE;O’) éb%aaq’)ﬂ.

Neither exists in the world-nor Tush man without sheep nor
Rachvelian without carpenter’s.

gbmkafm 3"39.60;1\0013 Q.Q 6™ Boév"-j
jaaab[;bqba dbﬁmgtzmmgo (c]ak)mh/)@oaqno) oé 60‘;8;3380
Human'’s never be exterminated in the world.
3&@@85 goo mnv'ﬁ
bo%bé&)(ﬁah onoéoga ambgaah
Lazyness is followed by poverty.
gbsbp\o Qvﬂng 366"3[5 Gmgags qunfeb.
onod 3080;{00 808015, 3(308(%0 (‘303‘30;3)00)) béoaog 3m368ggoéb
Where cock a doodle-doo nobody has ever dead with hunger.
3&(56853 6s6 nam‘smnépquml!, 69.30’:6@35&3, b 362‘1855. 304601506 EJEs
aoéoéa, oééo;@ohOG ©° &)L’)aaééa 8001501506 (oha 0688006 Bm@ga

3P 4g3lgd0, Gen (3o as%oegbimmn 0 gasbadls).
Damned are March, April and half of the May (shepherds use to
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say this when spring is late).
gogamfa] gomgr 3&s 1556‘“[3] g

quaoaémb onééeBa QUQOS doéqba VaQ&bb

Poverty never leaves some families.
dobof olsﬂoéalscrf olg Vaoém (3™ oS

qk’)m&ob (5%°586° Gkéo %oém‘gn o6 6504865380.

Some ninefolded guts can’t be washed up even in nine waters.
30%33 bod ©9, vanlso b 60‘035 Qs.

bégb@ Vﬂ@agno, oj 538850600

Where the waters are , there ravines can be found.

%3‘38%0(50 vaakoéaso QVJGK‘” 3!/{];308 ©> "8(5"7’33“\“” (Qoago;@o

True sorrow is always dumb and tearless (Makvala Mikeladze).
E.saé& E.sao‘ 8.
33 aBolios (bdmbg aBsls o mbros osag) (dsdmamos
goémngaogﬁo).
Give a little peice of breakfast to the road (never leave home
with an empty stomach) (Babulia Bartishvili).
Gbl&aca Qo Qé@ 35@06% sboq,a.
b%GBSOQOO Q’)m&oggo hodBQOQOO.
Death is a shame when lying in bed.
5063 Qbéogﬁ 53585 30[‘;6'
Bosgo oo bals bacgds (356s6s §eqasIgagmo).
Breeze reaches a tall tree (Manana Chrelashvili).
Gkaoéo %vaéab 033064331; Bbg{oklﬁ.
Sheep strengthens people’s back.
30 €9 43389 g
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(33560 @530ls 8 g dmaboadgds (F9beqss)
Sheep is domesticated after night break.
Ao Goﬂ&»lsé, Aams bagd dolss,.
G35 Jgamsdio, Goms abol [Igmg] deagoen (s6lig6 Bgdoremsbo).
A friend and the second end of the road are the same (Arsen
Bertlani).
1;566\ Q{lt;,‘:fg“‘\ &aévaamél;o 635-3 ﬂé?ﬂ’ E%Va bob.
doéb SmQQyén %mﬁnba&og ka_jaoQ 036830 ké@ko.
From upcoming sorrow people turn into trees and stones.
héé&qﬂﬂg& 360)5018 GoVa &3«.3&.
‘aaam%maob 8%3 c]oqnolj d"“/’&"ﬁl"
Autumn sun loses its force.
lﬁébd -m3.>g 63& éon 3%
439 3o(30 aémn fggo 06083] 3° b 5éals (”d°6° & 4ggee

b\;méoo“) (QOUBQQO gojaqoda)
All the people aren’t thesame (‘All the people are equal”) (Makvala

Mikeladze).

éééagé\ Qéljéa Va 3™ 8‘“3%‘?6
baaq’o (gagom GUGBQO bé 0060)380.
Fire can’t be made with wet wood.

“"JGS 5w 301;:7,6’1 éngGaG, ‘“3"896"“[3] Gmsogﬁ pr\n‘gbd
o/uoboﬁ p\aé]aémo oéazﬂgaéb og\;ogoo[}b, adsls aaébog\: Vooaao.
One can’t avoid that is given by the God.

B3 6 gbm GogTYgs Soes
%boaoh ﬁjmgwmabcgo og]chQWU(jOG (38()%3880 (bébag gaémq’ogo)
One can eat grains if there is the lack of porridge (Arsen
Bertlani).

%3«3 88 36&'/&5 &nv'ﬁ.
JOQQ’)O go;go(zmb h':]gls 801"38815

A dog follows after the smell of an animal.
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by samba bo bogoes (bob) (gm ga5
sBdsgdmeo Fyomo Pyomo (Fyomls) o Jqgdgse.
Hasty water can’t be mixed with the water.

jmﬁgmob QMB 3™ Bava b;\usogaa 3moq,§.
0)0815 Qwooao oé WJEQ\) g\)ooblﬁob oQoSOoBSo.

One shouldn’t ashame himself.

jvandlonéVBmG xb(;oa 3™ 38&86\‘
39bF0Bggml Josdbqdo o m¥ 9bgb (356565 %43@%30@)

Barefoot can’t be coughts with the sandals.
Qbomfs 0)66;33 Qaﬁgma Vs obaet maam;\'o&.
801506 doé&oQ 606800380 b‘f(f]ﬂ/':lj (bojanbo), moSbQ bdamagh
(356565 §eaqemogoq).
Those who need to do something well, they do it themselves
(Manana Chrelashvili).
doé& Gbagb 300)(%0%0 oé !/Z]Gggb
A good horse doesn’t need a whip.
Qb%m;? noajgma Qb%m@ ,QaVﬁ nb6.§.
hodamoh g{)oamal&o)ag@ab ljodama ‘f(\]ng gmnadob.
Those who do kind things should reap the fruits of their kindness.
hwdl;@) 6[53615 3(]033 Eméab ob §JOQ388E.
A weak hose shouldn’t carry heavy baggage.
8&-36Q8Q a\:és 3™ 36ﬁ
GMQSO—QOQQOO oé 06046860.

Sin-mercy are never lost.
88%6’1 lﬁéédmk 386; éstémgbj 3066.
hoVaoQﬁ (jo(ih jab OQ)SMZ)O)%J aVaao

A poor man is caught up with the stone on the uphill slope.

‘3.5963«;3 bn;(i‘;mﬁ’u bébdm‘s gmlitf Qm‘g
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moaoboogb amjao 506%8 GUJQO boéaab

A close relative dared to say bad about his/her own relative.
mé&)@ OGOh Qo Qmé&)@ 060[5.
When two knows even the pig knows.
mé%abol} mmk(ﬁabo gmaéoego.
Two-legged kidnapped four —legged.
géQch f{’"ﬂ"(‘” *33838655 g'/(-] 3™ oo
Disgusting food can’t be swallowed.
&535 b oher ;\oaf@maag (3™ 2999
bo(gméa doéa GEUGMUOBB O(Z) og{)oégaab
A good horse is never worried about distance.
gv(-] 385 dcfgt?x cﬁaoé’wa Gbﬂééé (3™ 3d3man.
@330 dsomo (sbaols Bobsls o6 (396) Fgobsbagls (sbobo
%éaqno{aaoqno)
Tied dog can’t keep sheep’s shelter (Manana Chrelashvili).
g«aéd %3‘3 svaégvan‘gaa 6™ &“63
‘gngovaén JOQQ')O (HOGQ"(\](%(‘]BB oé a(g)gnb
Domestic dog doesn’t attack family members.
hbadro 88077 aéaon & daébo béagoQGJB (bojgom 9339
A stick couldn’t get inside and they pushed huge cudgel (one who
was already busy was forced to do much more work).
@° &603601 Qs a6, 6(038 38 g'fa 3 80‘)059.66;.
60 bog)(jkyaoqnlj Vz]%oébab, mméag gogmoj(ﬁamg{)o (QoGoBo
69> Tg00o).
The sky is detained by the shame, otherwise it would fall.
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(536[5‘:” 30“68‘30.56 doéﬂa sthals.
686165:)0 3%3‘806 dbé&no (QanaQ’mb Ebo’)jaban)

Fire is sweet even in sunshine (Didoeli’s saying).
g™ ;\'obml‘)ag& 35;\0685 fa'/(']é Gmaéga 3&36019&.
608(3811, émQOQOG N éon/mlj, édab oéaaoﬁ Qoo%gob (356565
Y690 Igoamo).
Nobydy feeds a baby with milk if s/he doesn’t cry (Manana
Chrelashvili).

emmacaquO oma Q"Jg 9, Gmmatﬁp\onm‘g 38031.‘&:30 3638
688400 O’)mOSO, émgaq’)(}@ GO(QOEB o(\'/) OOQ\)JEL‘, O)VZ]JO béo-}g

s93©0gbeeg Jbmmgwrgde

There are too many guns to hit the target if one is a good shooter.
3™ 363@8‘5 @Qéép\n&. 38 ngam(a] mmoaj Bsbdsb
QbﬂgaanoaGbnGﬁ.

33;@0 3030@1; Qobﬁogmgcm: ‘33811 Boéémgb mmogolj Robdsko

Qoggbaeer

A fox was laughing at a rooster: Your owner’s gun has rusted its

cock.
emlﬁoqr‘bé l‘)v:]s Bbp\m’f ©53, Boqué Bé@é'ﬁkﬂl‘] 5.

séJmba-gngs bmd dbgmos ©> Jmbo-gmms maBqlom (s@ligb

39horgosbo).
Not having is hard while having is worse (Arsen Bertlani).
g™ Bom 3 88& hgam 3 8gaf Qb@oGﬁ QmeQM%.
o6 3686"1’ l;lsaols doé‘ka b%anbo 3&8@%015 (Y)oc?m@o (Qoaao@o
dodgeadg):
Crying for your deceased isn’t nice in somebody else’s house
(Makvala Mikeladze).

63& dmomb 806;85 maam&& (636 ls.s(-]ﬁ 806;35 maamn&)
aém bojaab 30'%0(3 odamaab.

Even donkey can do one job.
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63685 1!66 3 ;\obﬂgmaé'{' g® 3s.
aoéém 3°¢° %oga(gooG FrEmo.
Solitary man is miserable even when eating.
636-63363 36,0.36 Qb:jéGéB 3™ 38 béo émg
g -bngosbh 3mbols dods(y o6 wpbros 305l
Even dining isn’t desireable with some people.
Vb ;\oé«?j 399 (5:0(50 gmﬁ Qmoal‘).QQOm 3o
bék’)Q’m OVSOB Qb l’)aqaaao 300[;6 6&&0008010’).

A house is burning and let’s warm up our hands.

Vaa leﬁ&na mvakmk 365 éov&vsanqnf Q"s 6™ le& 630 3933 ok

(33206 3o603)

If cattle tastes salt for once, you never be able to drive them away.
Fo3sb gm gfieghe ool o= g

%0300) aaéabgdq)ééb Q’)mdﬁb 3(‘:](% 600&Qm8b.

Licking isn’t enough for those unsatisfied with eating.
anbmeogame] 630(3110(!][3] §m 3s6sls 3 o

W(]L’)obnommlj 68040(30 1.5080 éoéohdaao ojalﬁ

A bad-tempered man has got three Fridays a week.
bodbgg (bsdbgl) bshbmd om, I9dsbmdigy Igdgbmbmd. bodoto

bs&obmdls, 33(5%3“%3 386%’8“%3‘“61"

Shoe maker has his job and shepherd has his own.
5353 Bmﬂga am osms.

by Fodsgaelisl godmlsgdl bdsls (Isggoges Jfgamadg):

A tree makes the sound when it falls (Makvala Mikeladze).
Bo@m[m Qélﬁg Qmé”’\]nGa ;:7.538[55 BO,QVQOB'@

3066 Vabg:ﬁfgo ob&Bmds, 683;:’)1506 anZSQooa%a&o.

Who drowns in the water he may clutch at a snake.

bo gaqﬂncg jmmbgbﬁ Q’b'ﬁsﬁ Sok”‘-‘]
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VUQ’)OL‘ bgobob (']OO’)OQOG d() 60(30 08"84360.

When drinking water even hens look up in the sky.

bobs mko@gb@bé Q&Vﬁ’ Q.sls, 33 Q"B"é Q{]Vﬁ
vzjoguho(j Booaéml’mg:oaao v(\]gg{)o, 3000, end gméogo "JEQO.

Water needs care as it needs to be fetched.
33 csbéa 3anGmé 3&(06? z]ag\oéagmk, 3&5‘335 ols Qvagbgﬁ 63
50083336.395&.
bodo Fgae gogghe dagart pbgPelingel gaglel go <
3o lifygben (Isoq (s0ls 3560 Ig0cmo)-
A wolf had ran after a sheep for three years waiting for the
sheep’s fat tail to be snapped off.

83 gachy¥s omogegbe goff gl
!fagggo 60(/{](]@(0 aaag@bb g\)é Uaa@éo&aéb obamo (3830(%008600),
Gnd o6 (3bg3s Tos 355G 3gbmamo by (Ioggoms

You should bear everyone and everything in such a doughtiness
as to stay winner even when defeated (Makvala Mikeladze).
3 3é‘¢8° Qb‘a, nsédo &oér{:oa‘;ﬁ QaVﬁ Boq&‘i
FoJosbmdols Qémb 53;@380 aoguabogm ‘?]EQ’“’ o((jmlj.
In times of danger, swords should be sharpened.
gaé‘p\mﬁoé l‘(f)"’(j xaaaka 306%\»‘0 .
4903 d°6b xoaoboe 8‘30600.
A coward man is afraid even of bushes.
xmxlsmo Bab (Y| 3 3663
meml’)amgo 305%8040 253840 aéoo.

There are many dried branches in the hell.
dsérsd 3 3o Vaa %88330‘;[3] 3&033011":], l!éb 3 ;3.535 86[1&13&
oéoao Q’)Vadgo ag)mbaf{n aaqwgo 608%30\)360 Qo g{)oabégmgb 50615

[llicit peice of bread will once suffocate a man.

Qom%j 1166 3 (58"{]“‘3‘%8&'{ P8 o
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Vo[;o 5060 v{]do[;obo kmg\)oo.

Leading man is a bridge for the successive one.
Z‘wG{J 6&3 Spme®, m 3089.60\[31 il 6&3 9.
aog(j oé %maoah, 3015 éé(j béoeaaéo oj8h

Those who don’t save never have anything.

3b€8 bs dab@@mgeé gap\»‘ﬁ l‘m, ™ (3@ bs oo
?aogogo 9o Igoamo).

Those who drink water before thirsting, s/he never becomes
thirsty (Manana Chrelashvili).

38%’01}530@8 Q'ZJQOQ Oajaog:ﬁoogoo
A miller is always covered in flour.
359 Q"Q’:j s
béUJQOéO Qamoboo.
A guest s a gift from God.
3&‘3[‘)«'&;:7388; 1!(50 6015 3590 3‘3«%@:‘3 oba.
bétﬂgoémgmaoaéa db(jb bé‘aaéago Bfgoéogg gmlﬁQoog

Guests often visit a hospitable man’s house.

33 2ab3ag oda-
goéo 8T]Qa(3038 Qbolﬁgoogaglj.

A bird makes a noice when still in the nest.
éboaquf Vo&al! 3&06 .Qol!Gmn’)a, &OOaVogma ds ”"3366 3663 Qanmé
Bméekao éo@)oédo@o 3‘303%0 Qaé?,a&)@oam, '/J]JO(Z)GBBOQ')mb B
833@050 3(3084850 ‘3"8(5“‘835“&'
A modest bride stayed hungry whereas shameless one had left all
the others hungry.
Eatrobar ‘ﬁon;JE Eatrsés G- Q;]Vﬁ
3%43@ Bogxoqnb 6°‘Q’81’8° N VUEQD.
A Sharp dagger doesn’t nedd sharpening.
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Evao gva mvana&oalssafs], ﬂag 8&‘3[3]55 8666 Baga.
gvaagbagb (z)mg ROZ]C]OGZ]BOU)’ 6%80%30 aémgbgamgn Oéaaé O(jﬂb.
When shepherds fall asleep, sheep tangle.
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