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6
"he Day the Audience Walked Out on Me, and Why. é 1
(May 8tn, 1970, Goucher College, Maryland)

Like this it ﬁappened:
after the antiphonul reading from the psalms

and the dance of lamentation before the altar, z
and the two poems, Life at War and What Were They Like, l/ 4
L

1 vegan my rap,

and said: bj

Yes, it is well that we have gathered

in this chapel t¢ remember
the students shot at Kent State, d—t

but let us be sure we know

our gathering is a mockery unless
we remgger also

the black students chot at Urangeburg twe years ago,
and fred Hampion murdered in his bed
b¥ the police only months ago.

Adnd while I spoke the people

- girls, older women, a few men -
began to rise and turn

their backs %o the altar and leave,

And I went on and said,

Yes, it is well that we remember
all of these, but let us be sure
#e know it is aypocrisy

¥6 think of them unless

we make our actions thelr memorial,
actions of militant resistance.

By then the pews were alwost empily
and [ returned to my seat and & uwan SI0o0de
in the back of the quiet chapel

{near the wide-open doors through which
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