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The Swest Land of Libarty.

Ono hundred years of Russia’s over-
bearing attitude towards the people of
this couniry resulted in a ununimous
vote of the people that there is no
futnre for us with Russia.

Through the bitter experiences of |
the recent past we have learned what
Russm :md her gevernment had been

tall the transactionis of the Conference.
|If ‘ever the ideal of self-deteriination
coriginated ‘and was triumphantly achiey-
‘ed, it was in the United States “of
: America.

P It is in this spirit of spontaneous
adm'ration and deep reverence that we
of the little but vigorous nation of the
- Georgians are greeting the arrival in
Georgia of the representatives of Ame-
rica Messrs  Smith, Moore and Main.
Qur hearty welcome to you, citizens

«Russians, Russvans above all

Alas! No' alien'is to be given
the benefit- of seif determination and
the Russian only is going to '«deter-
mine» every one of them.

This being the case. we. the Geor-
gians, bid Russia ‘our “last «farewell»
and close the 'book of the Russian
epoch in Georgia.

We do ‘not know -what the Peace
Confiérence will ‘mete out to Georgia,
We are only confident that no one and
nothing can put us back into  the po-
sition ¢f a mition harnessed to a fore-
ign yoke. The tyranny of the vears
gone by cannot be revived. The twen-
tieth ‘century with all' its discoveries
and inventions and with all its great
men and women and with all ifs ma-
gnificent display of genuine democratic
spirit ‘that century  will not, ‘it shall
not tolerate any 'imjustice 'to any ma~
tion of antiquity, ‘of ‘historieal and po-’
litical integrity, - however 'small that

America, ‘that cemmg nation of the
World, has set the peace.. Her unrivaled
democracy, - begotten in.the (English
cradle of Liberty, spells through Pre-
sident Wilson the destinies of Mankind.

It is not.to be doubted for a moment
that the Coiif fén¢e will-adhere to the
noble and lufty views of Dr. W. Wil-
son himself and uphold Abfaham Lin
eol’s: maxim of «the! government of

neople» , These; principles will underlie

at old famlllar mothr of " the Musco- |
 vites:
“otheres.

L of the sweet land of Liberty.

The Peace Cénference.

The most interesting and important
of the questions which were brought
up at the Peace Coonference during
the past week were those of the boun-
daries of Greece and the loosening - of
the blockade of Germany.

Greece demanded that Counstantino-
ple, Thrace, the Aegean Islands, and
a considerable part of Asia Minor
should be handed over to her. The
details regarding the discussion of these

demands -are unknown. As far as, can |

be judged from the fragmentary news
which has been received, the demands
regarding Constantinople are not to be
granted. The city and the straits are
to be made veutral. Thrace, however,
and a large portion of the Aegean
Islands will be united to Greece. Re-
garding ‘the question of: Asia, Minor,
disputes - arose at the conference be-
tween the American delegatés and the
others. The othér nations insisted /that
'Smyrna be handed. over toithe"Greeks,
‘but the Americans objected, conside-
ring that:Smyrna is the natural port
for the whole of Asia Minor.
Regarding . the question of the blo—
ckade ot Germany, the Conference de-
cided that 'in the immediate : future it
should be loosened and subsequently
entirely abolished. Gernany .and Au-
stria are to receive assistance in the
way of provisions: Bochemia land Ba-
varia are to.receive: their share first.

The raising of the blockade is to take
place’ upon one: essential: condition, —-
namely, that Germany must hand over
her entire commercicl fleet to the Al-
lies. The financial blockade is to be
raised immediately, which will give the
banks in neutral countries, where, as.
for example, in‘Denmark, large amo-
‘unts of gold have accumulated, the
possibility of according Germany finan-,
cial assistance,

The fundamental question regarding
the 'League of Peoples has not as yet
passed beyond the stage of discus:ion.

mimbers of women attend. Proceeding’
from *Solohiki along Laboratornaya,
wnich is ‘parallel “to the Boulevard
and is the most select street in Tiflis;
we reach the street of the Holy Mounk
Mtatsmindskaya), ~a stcep; ‘roughly=
paved = thoroughfare which  leads up
to St. David’s Place, and ' a 'winding
mountain path takes us thence ‘to the
church. St. David was a Syrian: monk-
who came to Georgia in the sixth
ceéntury, and' ‘lived’ a ‘hermit’s: life
among ‘the ‘woeds which at that time
covered the hill. Tradition says thak

| Durmg the last few da)s consul\‘.a ions
have been going on'between the htads

of governments and the " Allied com-
manders-in-chief regarding the ! final
peace teérms with - Germany. These
terms, it is predicted, will Le handed
in to Germany at the end ot March or
the beginning of April.

Lloyd George being called away by
affairs of state, proposed ito leave the
Conference for a time. The represen-
tatives of the other powers, however,
considered his presence indispensable
and prevailed upon him to remain:

A memorandum from Italy has been

submitted . to the Peice Conference.
Her d.mans are the following: there
should be united to Italy the districts
of 'the ' Trentivio, the Adige and the
Austrian : shore . of the Adriatic. The
boundaries ot Itaiy should be extended
to the Julian Alps.
On their way to take' part in the
Labor Commission at the Peace Con-
ference are the American . women de-
legates, Miss Rosa Schneider and Miss
Mary Andersen. They will have a se-
ries of consultations ' beforehand . with
the Women’s ‘Labor Organizations in
England.

TIFLIS).

Thursday afternoon is the best time
for wisiting the Church/of St, David,
for a service is then held and large

*) Sce NeMe 3'and 4.

I R e

pelr e spuamarish
'h{;m ear thorg; fudieg. Herselfin am

interesting. condition, thought the' besk
wﬂ\y nf‘gctting out’ of the' difficulty
would be to accuse the saint of being:
the cause ‘of ‘this state of affairs.. The
holy ' man, naturally, :objected; and
having 'made 'his accuser ‘appear im
an assembly /of. the people; he proved
liis innocence by making  the unborm
child say audibly who was its fa=
ther. Whereupon, in answer to’ the
prayers ‘of the saint, ‘the child was
converted 'into & ' stone, . which - the
damsel = brought ' forth ' immediately.:
This stone was made - the . foundation
of a church. David then askcd that ‘&
spring of living water of "fructifying
virtue might be made to flow; this
fountain is stiil “visible, and its' water
is largely used by married ladies; ‘the
climb of twenty minutes from. St. Da<
vid's Place is so toilsome “that evem
the most bitter  Malthusian « would
hastén to' quench his thirst there; as
far as T kniw, it is the only water
in Tiflis fit for human  consumptiony
Every pious  lady who ' visits' the
shrine carricst 4 stone or' brick up ther
hill with her, and it is from -thesé
that ‘thé cliurch was Wiilt and is:stild
kept in’ repair. There is: another .inte<
resting custom’ in which maidéns ‘and’
matrons' alike take part; after ddoring
the picture of the Virgin, the mpph-
ant silently walks -round: the bulldmg
three times, unwinding ‘ak. she igies
recl of thread, fit <)mbnl of the bound-!
lessness “of  her love and - veneration
for “the' Immaculate  Mbther ' of Gbd.
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Then picking up ome of the pebbles
with which: the ground is covered,
she 'rubs it against the plastered wall,
and’ with Dbeating "heart waits to see
if it ‘will stick —if it does; then her
prayer has becn heard —the lass will
have a sweetheart. the wife will have

a son. The church is of.medern con~
struction. but'its design.differs 'in no
respect from the ancient Byzantine

1y bé seen
rior is like
and

style, specimens of which!
all over Georgia. The it
that of any other Greck! echurch,
on the walls ghere
but rather (,ru(lr pictures. The mass
i§, of cowse, in Georgian, and the
choral service strikes rather strangely
on Western ears, although not want-
itz 0 melody.

Tle view from the churchyard is a
splendid one; the whole city, with its
wonderful diversity of form and colour,
lies at your fect; on the right you
can see far along the Kakhetiin road,
an? on the left the great highway to
Yladllmvl\.u follows the winding course
of the Kura. In the evening we often
climbed to the top of a bare erag mot
far from the church, carrying with us
a large earthenware flagon of wine,
a -roast leg of mutton, fruit, cucum-
bors; and otlier delicacies, and spread-
ing out our cloaks on the ground lay
there making merry, singing and tell-
ing tales until long afier midnight;
tlie lights of the town below us seemed
Tike a reflection of the bright stars

are isome' quaint |

lare being made

grammar-school girl rubs: shoulders
with a veiled Mussulman woman, and
occasionally you see the uniform of
a Russian” officer  elbowing h‘s way
through a crowd of Lesghians, Arme-
nins; Georgians; Persians; through
the midst of all this confusion Tuns
the tram ear. We are not beyond a]l
the influences of civilization, for, be-
sides’ the tram-way, we see on i sign-
board the legend , Deiclies Bir” (2 Deut-
sches Bler) cvér the plcture of a
Fflowing tankard.

(To éz con?'n'uzd).

——

IN EUROPE.

GREAT BRITAIN.

The centre of attention in Great
Britain at present is the demands which
by the workmen.
In this conuection the British Prime
Minister made a very significant specch
in Parliament just before his departure
for the Peace Gonference.' It was in
answer to a question from one of the
lcaders of the Labor party, Adamson,
who pointed out, that' his party had
always been against a revolution and
every sort of illegal actions, but that
the condition ot the working class at
the present time was such, that fun-
damental social reforms were abso-

above us, and the music :md laugher | lutely essential. \ 0,
2 Gevrge-meswered T At AT
hllsuh to mmnle wnh l)ur own. questions concerning working ‘hours,

“After de sctndmr the hill, we cross
the Boulevard at the pablishing office
of Kuwkaz, the official - organ, »and
.gkirting  the Alexandrovski Garden,
.Soon reach the finest bridge in the
town, Yorontsovski Most, from which
We get an interesting view of the
waterside part of the Asiatic quarter;

most - of the houses’ have ‘balcomics
overhanging the river, and one is
involuntarily reminded of the Tiber

banks at Rome. On the other side of
the bridge. in a small square, is a
“statue of prince Vorontsov, Governor
of the Caueasus, from 1844 to 1854.

During  my stay the goud people of
that district were astonished  one

morning to see the Prince’s head sur-
mounted - by: a tall, well-worn sherp-
skin Dhat, such as the Lesghians wear;
the effe ct was exceedingly ridiculous,
and the youthful revellers who, at
considerable risk of Dbreaking their
necks; were the aathors of the joke,
were well rewarded for their pains by
the laughter of all who passed that
wiy, for your Georgian is a merry
fellow.

_ 'Turning to the right, we traverse
Reski, a quarter very different from
Solplaki. Here we see smull open-front-
ed Oriental shops in which dark Per-
signs ply their trades, making arms,
caddlvry, Jjewellery, selling  carpets,
a.nd doing a hundred otlu-r t‘ungs all
before t‘he eycs of men and in the
gpen air. There is a strange confusion
ofitongues and dresses; a smart. little

land all kinds of light articles.

0

the war. In general they showed them:
selves incapable «f working as machi- |
nists in the big factories, but on the
other hand, a rich harves; of usefal-
ne§5 was delnvered by {emale lab. r' m
the fields of leatlier Work the mam;t-
hcture of light furmture ornaments,

In questions of farelgn pohcy, ~Bn<
tish publxc oplmoh is gccupie v{lth
‘the ‘Russian questron In this eomlec-
tion, the majority of thelﬁ)et‘al organs
of the press greet with favor the i
sent to all the, rent fractéfms
in ?ussna to " come §° ! e"g(,x (,erg ice
on the Princes® Islands; the' organs "of
t'e Couservative party are strongly
against any dealings with the bolshe-
viks..

Not long since a delegation of En- |
glish employers and workmen left for
France with an aim to investigate the
present condition of French 1ndustry
and subsequentlv to make a report in
England concerning the destruction and
the losses inflicted on the latter during
the war: also how, according to its
\opinion, these same can be made good,
and what expenditure this will involve.

o
=

French ' pubiic opinion is occupied |
at ‘the present time with the question |

regarding the invitation to all Russian
| political parties to participate  in thie |

conference on the Princes’ Islands. The_,.

pay. housing and the protection of the
health. of the workers were matters
which must be adjusted without delay,
and that the Goveroment would take
immediate measures to satisfy the work-
men's demands. He must warn the
workmen, however, that they must
not seek too great an increase in their
wages, which would bring about the
forcing oat of Great Britain from the
market, and would lead to
a fearful lack of employment. The
Premier showed that such brilliant
perspectives . re opening up before
British industry, especially in shipbuild-
ing, textile: and railway-construction
lines, that in a very short time there
would be no unemployed in England
whatsoever, provided, though, that the
workmen themselves did not ruin its
prosperity by their excessive demands.
He was particularly 'againts such
strikes which took place againts the will
of the mavaging boards, and exhibit-
ed an anarchistical character,

The British Government has recently
becn undertaking a series of energetic
measures to reach a solution of the la-
bor question. Thanks to its efforts,
an agreement has been reached be-
tween workmen and employers in many
branches of industry.

The Government is also devoting
much attention to women’s labor, Not
long, since the Government issued a
memorandum regarding those forms of
works which women have shown them-

world’s

selves capable of performing during

| conference merely for the purposés of

|purchase of provisions abroad, which
same are to be sold at moderate prices ;
lat  home.
‘of government food-stores have been |

eftreme radival press headed 1 y Lon- |
guet greet with dcclaim the pro-
posal to invite the bolsheviks to this|?
meeting, as they await from this move
the spread of bolshevism in Europe
The entire moderate press is strongly
against this step on the part of the:
Peace Conference. Where are the gua-
rantees, the French papers -ask, ‘that
the bolsheviks ‘will not come ' to the

agitation? If they promise to cease their
agitation, this has no significance what-
ever: they promised at the time: of
the negotiations in Brest to stop ' their
agitation in Germany: it has now, how:'
ever, been proved that the bolshe-
viks in Moscow. supplied the Sparta-
cists with money and propaganda li-
terature. In addition to this, the mo-
derate French press insists on the im-
possibility from the point of view of
principle of coming to an agreement.
with the bolsheviks, who have covered.
themselves with so many crimes.

Out of the domain of internal cvents
in France a series of measures which
the Government is taking in connec-
tion with the high cost of living. are.
worthy of note. The state intends to
organize upon its own account the

In Paris itself a
jopened and also eating-rooms for
‘workmen, where over 300,000 men are
supplied with cheap dinners dailly. In
'a short time these institutions will be

'Czechs and with .

series ||

greatly increased in number. Work on

the estoratién of
whx@ have
the war goes

nical ‘con s are | :emg
well vThu(:wgotl ons are
ied on with S rland

ilie mutaal utlhzaﬁ&ﬁn “by both
tries of the water-power of the Rhone.

At, the conclusion of the debate the
Chamber passed a vote of confidence
in the Government by a huge ma._jorst}v
The Premier ‘Minister Clemenqeaw
has almost entn'ely ;'é yvered f; Qm,ﬁg,
attack which was made on him. He is
taking an active part in the work of
the Peace Conference and of the French
Parliament. His first appearance i the
Chamber  of Depunes w‘aﬁ f‘
sion of a rousing ovation in his
nor, and the pgpulauon on
accogded hmx a simila ,S,.

..-..a_ St

GEBHANY

The past week dlq not

snderable suceess. Order has not beap
established in the Ruhr district
vet. In Bavaria the Spartacists are
paying no attention whatsoever to the
Governmental authorities; When xthg
Bavarian - Central Soviet. heard thgg 2
the Government was mtendlng ‘to talpe o
mweasures against the seizure of power
by the workmen, they sent the latter
a warning not to interfere ‘in the in:
ternal affairs of Bavaria. The central
government was - evidently powerless
to do anything in the matter, and an-
swered them that-they had no inten-
tion of doing this, but hoped that Ba-

‘varig would settle with its ‘own” bol-

sheviks. ! £t s
On the German border: there have
again  occurred conflicts with the

the  Poles. These
have ‘been stopped, thanks' to the in: "

'tervention of the  Peace Conference.
‘which is sending out a commission to
lcarry out the definite demarcation of

the Polish-German. frontier. It is' be-
lieved that Poland will get Danzag aml
Thorn.

T

numuu

i

Durmg the past week an évent took

 place which will be of vital importance

for Belgium. The Peace Conference
decided to revise the treaty of i839,




JL

; mmous ‘and ‘enthusiastic applause

{ his partxsans that the whole world will |

Yloviihas .died. ‘He belorged to the

March 23, 1919,

ar7ige

xew to the‘restoratmn of
"tern'ory which was cut off from:
the country ‘at that time.
D‘elaci’mx, made a statement in  the
Ch mber of Deput es ih ‘Brussels |
fbllow'ng effect: |
ring to the attemm
f;rbx‘ t,hat the Supreme Intér-AYl
anted the request of the
an delegaupn and had decxded to
the treaty of the year 1830, 8o
S ag , On tge m-th of Vlarch A839,
there resounded in this (hamber the
rewell words of the Belgian Deﬁu—
ties of those provinces which, in view
oY the had to be taken ' away
gium. P ’rhament and the whole
&mnﬁ‘y will § greet this decision of the
Ilft‘er-A'lly Military Council regarding
be revision of the treaq; with a feehng
déepésanéfacnon"
The Chamber heard" this announce-
:ﬁbﬁt standing and salutecg it with

RU’%SIA

Gn me bolshe‘nk froms the situa-
tion is glven as follows: in north-

eastern Russia the bolshecik forces su- |

ered a heavy reverse. Under the pre-
fér

in,
peratmg agamst the be

the oppouents of the bolshe-
re receiving support from the
n occupationary forces. Near
v the bolsheviks succeeded in
tlhg a heavy defeat on the Don
C sacks,( so that at one time they
were threatening Rostov. The Cosacks
of the Kuban came up in support of
the Don army, so that the Cosacks
again have the upper hand. i
In Rissian internal ‘affairs no change |
tas taken place during the week. In
bscow the congress of the commu- ||
ist party (bolsheviks) was opened. In
his speechrof igreeting. Lenin assured |

soon' be in- ‘the hands of the 'bolshe-
viks, The well-known bolshevik Sverd- |

-extremists among the party; and was
one'of the first who insisted on the
dispersal of the Constitutional Assem-
bly and the handing over of the power
16" the Soviets. He was buried " with
great honors near the wall of the
Kremlin in Moscow, wheré the Mosco-
vite tsars were formerly interred. In
his honor the bolshevik government
decided to open a workmen’s umver-,
sity in Moscow and a peasant’s uni
versnty in Petrograd. The food ques-
tion in central Russia is becoming
more: apd. more: terrible, Qutbreaks |/
aused by famine have taken place in

The Premnér Mxmster of Belglum,‘ K

'thel

] !’Il Wi
posed. of ‘the fulfowmg persons: Mi-

”ks. The same is true of Livonia, [tive of the Repub]lc—th Zhordania;

Petrograd * and “in “Moscow.
Ukraine a congress of Soviets has been
held: a, provlslonal government has
be £ormed heaqed by, Rakovskl In

1mpose& on the bourgemsxe to the sum
of 40 :9C0.Q00. rubles. in no;theastc;rn
'Russia_ the. Ba‘hklrs an theJKH‘ghlZ
;ome .out. for the bo'sheviks since,

A x;pral Kolchak “has. declared tl;at ‘he
‘Wll], recogmze 0o, qgltlonal or local;
‘autonomous governments. ;

Concermng the mvna n o thr bol-
shev1k§ to_take part in the conference
‘on the Pnnces. I.slands, the bolshevx
government expressed its full readmess
IOA do so Tha moderate Russmn pa<
ies, however, took a decr
swe stand agagnst this, and their re-
presentauvcs in Pans, Sazonov and
Chaikovski, made a protest to the
Peace Conference in this connection.
‘As a result of this, the’ fate of the
conference up to the present time 1s
uncertam ' ;

GEQRGIA.

The m Euvemment of the Republic.

nnx}lbex 1;;, Constxtutmna} Assembly
mer accepting the sxgm:tlon of the
G

mster Presxﬂend anﬂ Chief Represe

Mamster of Foremx Affairs and of
Jl stice, and also alternate for the Mi-
nister  President— ugene 'Gegechkori;
Minister of War, Internal Affairs
(f Public Pdumtx(\n—Nonh Ramishvili:
[Minister  of Finance, Commerce
Induetry~00mhnmne Kandelaki; Mi-
inister of Agriculture, Labor and ways
iof Communication—Nonh Khomeriki.
The number of ministers has thus
been reduced from the former nine to
five. The old system of a complicated
(governmental mechanism was an inheri-
itance of the Russian bureaucracy, and
proved to be unfitted for the needs of
'a hittle republic both 1 the way of
(expense and for the easy and speedy
functioning  of the governmental ma-
chine. The Governmen: is intending to
(ut (down the number of employees in
all deparrments very decidedly, and in
general to simplify: the goverimental
mechanism as much as pessible. This
I8 “all ‘thie” ‘more 10" ‘the " point,- us the
Republic has succeeded during the past
months in founding “organs of local
self- government  both in_ the towns
and in the villages; mto the hands of
theﬂe organs will ultimafely
management of ali local affairs.
‘simplification of " the ' governmeénital sy-
‘st will materially ‘decrease  the dis-
shursements of the Republic.

In the |’

As was reported in - the procedmv §

Wab

and |,

and |

In the Akhalisikh district.

The armies of the Georgian Republic
have inflicted a heavy defeat on the

| Tarkish robber-bands, and have cleared

the entire Akhaltsikh district of them.
The populathn ls sending in delegates
to. e)‘prfss their complele submission
Order has “been restored. and an admi
} heing “established. = The
Cons‘tutloml Aswmbl} has elected. a
special commission, whlch has been
despatched to Akhalrsxkh The commis-
ision is to mwsngnte the events which
|transpired there, to control the actions
‘of the military and civil ‘xuthmmes
\i0, find out what the needs of the local ||
pnpnlxnon are, and to give them what ||
aid thev can.

The Ge'nrvulxn municipal alliznce.

At tlle pxesent time there is being

/ heid in Tiflis a congress of the repre-

sentatwe~ of all the municipal govern-
ments in Geor;..ll Its aim is to ascer-
w@in the wants of the towns and o
work out measures for the hefterment
of ‘their condition.

The repablic’s warship.

- On Sunday, March 16. in- Poti there
launeheu” the first warship of
the republlc—a desuoyer which, was
msteq'ﬁd “the- “«Patara Kalkhis ( ','rho
jtfle kahc;n.m») This was the name |

of " the” Georgian  kings, Heraclius 1L
iwho lived at . the end of the 18-th
peutuzy Jjust before Georgia was united
1o Russia,

The Womén of Gopaia

We are children of the Sun,
fiery Southern God: we never
ishut up in harems, nor did we cover
our' faces with veils: we are used to
the bright sunlight, and are not afraid
ito show ourselves in the light of day,
just as we were made. We did not

of the
were

(have knights' who were renowned for
(their - skill in - the tournaments which
were held in. honor of our beauty, hut

unparelled feats of valor were done in
its name.

In the family circle we werc honored,
free and the leaders. After the hushand’s
death, the law=giver in the fumily was
the mother: the son
agent for  executing her ' will. Thel
Georgian names for members of the
family give an excellsnt illustration of
the role which women play in it. The
widely spread Georgian name Nino was
originally a proper name, and meant
«the goddesss, the protectress of towns.
(The expressions brother and  sister,
 husband ‘and ‘wife, * father and mother
'have in Georgian the following equi-
[ valents: da-dzma (sister-brother), ¢sol-

.ther-father\

and so forth. In all of

of one of the bravest and best beloved | &%

was merely an ||

kmari (wife-husband) deda-mama (mo- |

J9U=
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these expressions the name of the woman,
comes first. At table the first toast
always belonged to the woman, and
when the fiery Georgians were quar-
rolling with each other, the woman
threw her headdress (mandili) among
them, and the bared weapons were
rcturned to the sheaths. This was not
mmoly a graceful gesture, but an
unbreakable law, which isin full force
to the. present day among the Geor-
gian mountaineers. The tradition i8 like-
wise ~characteristic that Georgia_ was
allotted to the Virgin for the extenSion
of Christianity,

In the history of Georgia there is
ino perlod when the Gaorﬂmn woman
ifalls' into the ‘shade or the background,
iShe ‘keeps even step with the men. and
like them stands guard sentry
over her mountains. J

In view f this, St. Nina. the proud
Ketevani, and ‘the great Tamara are
not chance heroines, nor pasgive in-
struments in the hands of history, but
true-blooded gems of the first water,
who laid the basis for the history of
her people.

St. Nina, 4 delicate, frail woman
already in the 4 th centary makes the
difficult Jjourney - on foot from. Cappa-
docia  to Georgia, armed with the
firm consciousness of her duty, by a
burning love for her country and w ith a
cross of vine-branches, bound together
by her own ‘hait *)."By her powerful’
speech and ‘her firm convictions she
ces kings to obedience, shatters the
scatters the darkness of

gaining her : triumph.

as a

norance, and,
founds a new

era im the history. of
Georgia.
The 12-th century is considered to

be the golden age of Geor it was
the ‘period of her fullest flower of her
intellectual might: at this very time an
able woman stands at the helm of the
state. powerful and fair hoth in hody
and in soul, the great queen Tamara,
about whose bright name the people
have woven so many marvellous Jegends.

The captive queen Zeinab leads a
conspiracy which she herself has orga-
nized at' theé court of the Turkish suf-

tan, runs the risk of her own lifo.
and_sacrifices her son, prince George,
in order to carry out her bold plan
Many a priestess of the home altar
died  with arms in her hands during
the Turkish and Persian invasions.
These were the daughters ‘of a free
Georgia, who tomeh with gold not

only the pages of ‘our national history,
but' the history of our world as well.
here “ensues the second period in
the history of the. Georgian woman—
ithe” eighties and nineties, ‘when, in
connection with the slackening of the
pulse of the nation, the mdmduaht\
of the Georgian woman paled and,
faded as well. This showed up one of
her characteristic peculiarities—if may
be, a ‘difact as well,—namely: that
cosmopolitan traits were lacking in her
make-up. Only in her native soil doeg
she bloom and’ flourish, only from her

% This cmsuq praservsd to the present
day in the Cathedral of Sion in Tiflis.
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native springs can she dip up fresh
reserves «f strength. and away from
them she falls into slumber. like the
princess in the fairy-tale, until the
chosen prince shall recall ‘her to life,

Georgia, weakened by the loss of
of her political liberty. at 'the same
time wes deprived of her striking wom-
en. Their sisters, pussively permitted
themselves to be borne by the chance
breezes, swiftly lost their individuality,
and, hke' Krylov’s heroine, deformed
themselves with party-colored peacock’s
wings.

At length, along with the beginning
of the new century and the awukening
of the mational self-consciousmess, 'the
Georgian woman again finds the golden
thread, and soars into the third period
of the renaissance, when she makes her
appearance in the ranks of the femi-
nine army.

The Georglm lady of n(mad.\\x has
long since broken I ose from the bonds
of household edueation, and has shown
herself the equal of the men; and even’
superior to them opce. she is given an

fir chimce. Here' I have in mind
secondary education, which * has long

since ceased to be a boy’s privilege,
and is enjoyed by almost all girls (the
peasantry nsturally go mo further than
the village schuels).

Higher education, 400, is no longer
a blessing accorded to “the favored
fow, but is coming to be considered
. The
bo!h,‘jn

something essential and general.
number of (morgmn

w on’en

increasing with ' every yaar. 4
connection the woman has gined her
rights not only among her family, but

also in the circles of Georgian society |’

as well: all scholarships are equally

divided between men and women stu-

dents.

Thus, in spite of the fact that Tama-
ras and Ninas are not brought to the
fure by conditions of life in Georgia
at the present time, none the Jess the
country has admirable women in all
ranks of life: we have popular writers
like Ekaterina Gabashvili, Anastasia
Tsereteli. Gandegili, Darieli, A. Khoshta-
ria, who, in addition to their Lterary
and public aetivities have devoted no
little time, both in word and deed, to
the women’s cause.

At the head f the single Georgian
children’s magazine «Nuakaduli> stands
not a fictitious, but an actual lady-
editor, Nino Nakashidze; there are
lady lecturers like Chito Sharashidze,
who are frequently iuvited to deliver
talks in provincial towns; there are
many popular women teachers. doctors
and agricultural specialists, who, after
the active life of Luropean towns have
retied to the villages to work and .to
direct ' in person’ agricultural affairs;
there are women managers f eoopera-
tive grores M me Sunadze in Khomi (in
western (eorgia), prominent.actresses,
musici.ns, artists and ‘the like.

It is thoroughly nataral’ that -the
activities of the new woman in Geor-
gia has taken on new apd up-to-date
forms: the. individual chaTacter of the

historical type has lost ,its sharpness,
and becomes a general one of a class.
In addition to an active participation
in dll ‘mixed organizations, the Geor-
gian women have their own women’s
associations in Tiflis with * branches in
all provincial towns. The most popular
of these at the present time are the
«Ganatleba» - (enlightenment), founded
on the initiative of the veteran Geor-
gian writer Ekaterina Gabashvili, which
has its own women’s gymnasium,
teacher’s seminary, profissional school,
and arts and crafts school: the second,
a younger organization, «The Society
of Georgian Women», has gained fir
itself 'a wide popularity not only by
its’ basie activities, but also as a result
of ‘their work durimg the war, where
ithe Georgian women have shown not
merely their native kindness of heart,
but a special devotion to the cause as

well ¢

In the overthrow of the Russian
imperial’ régime the Georgian women
did not remain mere passive spectators
of the' deeds of their predecessors in
1905. In the ranks of the ‘fighters
upon ‘Whom the first frenzied wrath ¢f
the muddened autocracy descended and
beneath the ruins of the fallen state
remain not a few dear ones whe fell
as sacrifice; but here, in the ranks of
the triumphal procession, when our
country is plaiting new laurels into the
crown of her genius, we women «f
Georgin ‘are celebrating a double victo-|

r\——wn have hdy depuhes t‘n thep

Catharine Shiukashvill.

Glogniah the lnts-player ).

The mother’s song.

I "have borne vou in my womb:
I have mothered you in' your child
hood. T will love you till my  death
as no other, woman could love you.

The danghter forsakes her fither for
her husband; the widow marries onece
more, but my heart will glow with
love for you even in my grave. It is
full of joy when you are near: it is
sad and heavy shen you are far away.
[ would give my very lifs for you,
my  child.

Since you went your ‘way, I am
mad with anxiety. You may ‘be hung
ry, thirsty, cold ‘and badly-clad. An
arrow may have wounded you, you may
be lying amid the alain, but your
mother is not ‘there, and she ecannot
ease your pain.

. It may be that -the raven and the
crow are picking at your pretty eyes,
and ‘you are lying all alune -in some
quiet spot, whilst your steed  neighs
sufily at your side. The birds are per-
haps building . their nests in the tangles

of your curls. Let me then tvo ‘become |
‘a bird, that I may always. fly towards

you, my boy so fuir*.

") Continued: see % 4.

'l‘he slster’s song.

Whal is dearer to a maid tban a
good Dbrothier, if he be at the same

of our thoughts and feelings: only then
is it true and lasting.

Ghoguiah ‘is all the world to me:
I love to see him and to converse
with him. He is first of ali the true
'son of his country: his hand is eyer
raised in Her defence, and his lute
sings of her beauty.

O my Lord God. let him soon _con;
‘quer his foes and let him soon come
back tp me. I beseech thee, hear thou
thy servant’s prayer! Bat should ' he
fall in the fray, let me become a night-
ingale, that I may sing over his grave.
jcasting a spell over our mountains and
our plains, amongst the churchyard
roses*. ;

What _importance has a hnshnnd
£or a winsome wife? He. is” naught for
her: ‘merely a silver band at her waist.
She will ‘wear it today, -and-change.
it tomorfow fur another.

Were he to die, she would mourn
for him, but: soon forget her sorrow.

a° clever woman. She will wear black,
but hope will blossom in her breast.

wzfe—mérely a_silver. bam‘l“
‘She d

been sleeping on the sh«lf smult the
meat which had been brought on the
table, jumped down, struck the lute, |
and broke a piece of it off. The women
ran to look, and saw 'that all the
strings were broken. ;

The mother and  daughter were
frightened, but tried to keep a stout
heart. ,What does it matter?® said
they: ,the strings did not break of [—
their own accord: theé cat knocked it
down by. accident®.— .No, ladies, it
is a bad omen*, said the comely wife
flippantly, ,last might the owl in our
yard did vot cease hooting, and I
heard today the cawing of the rook®.

What need had she to say that?
The mother’s fice grew yvellow with
fright, and that of the daughter turned
ashen. gray, but the young wife went
into her room, put on a gay dress.
and began to put up, her hair as if

time her’ friend? Friendship is the bond |

The wlfe’s song. o

Widowhood was not made to frighten

For a hushand is nothing for a pretty |

Ghogma.h s death, and brmgs B a
from him.

When they beheld it, the.
mother turned into a thrash,
sister became a mghtmg.nle "The p
wife heard a voice saying: ,What
‘happened to the two, will hglpm 3
the third®, and she became a apwm&
‘the comb still remaining in her hair.

Ever since then, the trush
its nest by three threads on the

it were ‘her. son’s cmdle, chirpin
the meanwhile: My son Ghog%é%
My son Ghogmah" i
Whereever the mghtmgnl
hlossommg (rose, it thinks it
ing on Ghoguiah’s grave and
forth its marvellous song for the,
brother’s soul.
The lapwing flits Alout the fields
Iooking  fur Ghog,mghs tomh, an
thrusts. it, beak into the ear,th,
here, now  there. all over ﬂm
wox}d :
Elisabeth Orpen.m.

'THE‘ GEORGIAN HUMCUR.

The twa cellarme _

| €r;

nuthing had happened.

. and said; cSce that he
drink so much of my wi
time he went to the cellar he
cups standing by the, jar. He
the' cellarman: «What is the
of thig?»> He answered: «One of then
is the cup I used to drink from, the
other’ belongs * to my commde ‘whom
thou hast lately appomted».

*) From the Georgian ,Book of Wudm
and Lies* by Sulkhan Orbeliani (1655~1125‘),
trauslation by Oliver Wardrop. S

FOR SA&E

Persxan rugs, binoculars, ﬁe)d»
glasses; a samovar of beaten copp-
deer-horns, ‘lamps, bowl&
tapestries, etc...

‘Address: Ksienievskaya, ulltsa.
| Ne. 11, Apartment ‘11. i

AMU S B
OPERA HOUSE:

Tuesday, 25 March—, GHEISHA«.

Wednesday, 26 March—, TROUBADOUR, .

SALOM and ESTHER¥.
TEE,

ICHﬂ" (morning

“(evening performance)s

i Thursday, 27 Margh-—,,AB;
Saturday, 29 March—,,MAS
Sunday, 20 Margh~,,CHE

MENTS.

s

lhe Government press.
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