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Superbroke, Superfrugal, Superpower?

I recent years, | bave often said 1o Eurapesn friends: So, you dida’t

like a world of oo mech American power? See how you like n workd of

oo little American power

Lecauis it is coming 1o & geopslitical =

theator pear you, Yes, Americs has gone from being the supromse -]

whetor of Woeld War 11, with guss asd butier for all, to coe of wo M
superpowers during the cold war, to the indispemsable naticn after Py T —
winning the eold war, to “The Frugal Superpower” of today. Get used !

16 it That's our new sickname. Anerican pacilints sead not worry

mny more about “wars of choice.” We're not doing that again, We

ean'l alford to mvade Oreasda today

corparals

Ever simee the onset of the Great Recession of 2008, it has
been clear that the nnfure of being & leader

poditical or

wan changing in America. During meat of the
post-World War Il era, being & leader meant, on balancs,
giving things awny 1o people Today, and lor the next
decade ot least, being o beader In America will mean, on
balamee, taking things away from peaple

And thare i3 simply po way thal America's leaders, an 1hey
have te take more things sway from their own voters, are
not going to kesk 1o eave money an foreiga palicy and

fareign ware Fareign and defease palicy i 2 ligging

indicator. A lot of ather tkings get cut firsl. Bat the cols are

e ming

yom can alrenidy hear the warnings fram

Secreinry of Defense Robert Gates. And a fragal American

superpower iv ware to have ripple «fects around 1he globe

“The Frugal Superpower: America’s Global Leadership in » Cash-Strapped Era® is sctuslly
the title of a very timely sew book by my tutor and friend Michnel Mandelbanm, the Johms
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