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Sophio Anguladze
Doctor of History

For a question on knowledge of God
(Under the sermon of Dekanoz Filimon Karbelashvili -
""knowledge of the Lord by nature')

summary

Despite a considerable quantity of world religions,
conclusive there is a question that the creator and the beginning
of all and all at all is one. By means of the higher reason It
corrects the world. Except the Bible and legends about God, Its
knowledge is reached by connection to the visible and invisible
world. The sermon of orthodox figure XIX of a century
dekanoz Filimon Karbelashvili (1831-1879) - "knowledge of
the Lord by nature" which by the powers of nature contacts
knowledge about God. It is a great importance as well as for

1 Poommo Lsdgmms gbgozmeadgeos, Emdo 5. md., 1980. a3. 613.
18 egbo opem (1713-1784) — gesbao 3FgMsmo, gomelingml-

3963sbs0emagdgmo, gb304mm3geoldo
1 Joommo Lsdgmms gbiozmmdgeos, Bmdo 3. md., 1978. a3. 542.



Divinity and for studying of interrelation of religion and a
science. The country which is named by sacred fathers and
outstanding scientists "book" it is possible to "read" by means
of vision, hearing and judgement. In given sermon dekanoz
Filimon Karbelashvili by means of the nature allocates steps of
knowledge of God which logically conduct us to knowledge
about God. Scientific theories represent more the higher degree
of knowledge of God. And it, according to the Swiss naturalist
Agasis is nothing more athen "Translation of thoughts of the
Creator into human language".
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Theological Discourse about the Origin of Evil

Summary

Every of us, without distinction of age, social-political or
religious belongings, follow our destiny and appear on
resistance to evil. Almost every single day of our lives we hear
about misery, torture and death. We are surrounded by war,
poverty, illness and crime. Evil definitely exists and refusing of
it does not make sense. Tell you more, in most cases, not evil,

but happiness and kindness appears as illusion.
The fact that the evil exists is almost true, but its origin is
under the question. Every single religion and ideology is giving
us the different answers to this question, one of those religions



in Christianity. Almost every chapter of Holy Bible discusses
the phenomenon of evil. Christian religion does not refuse its
existence, but all in all, how it percepts the origin of it?
Unfortunately the biggest part of the society does not have any
answers on this question, even the ones who consider
themselves as Christians.

This research does not stand out by its originality and it is not
a new vision of something old as well, tell you more the
answers on this question were given in early past ages, but as
we live in modern world, due to the fact that different
ideologies and religions are mixing up, it is vitally important to
sort out all the information, analyze it in order to make
everything clear and easy understandable, because: ~No man,
when he hath lighted a lamp, putteth it in a cellar, neither under
the bushel, but on the stand, that they which enter in may see
the light.” (Luke: 11.33).
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Saint John Casian-The Founder of Occidental Monasticism

The Dacian-Romanian (i.e. ancient Romanian) John
Casian was born in 360 AD in Scythia Minor, the Roman
Province that overlaps the present-day Romanian Dobrudja®.
According to certain pieces of evidence — maintained by the
traditions of the region — and a number of narrative sources, our
Pious Father John Casian was born in the territory known as
“Valea Casimcei” (which could be translated as Casimcea
Valley) *°, in the place named after the Saint’s name (about 40
km north from the ancient Tomis, the present-day Constanta).

John Casian has experienced the monastic life (anchoritic
and cenobitic monasticism) in his motherland. He brought his
experience next to perfection after his journey in Palestine,

Egypt, and Syria.

% H. I. Marrou, Jean Cassian a Marseille, in Revue du moyen age
latin 1 (1945), p. 5-17; Idem, La patrie de Jean Cassien, in Orientalia
christiana periodica 13 (1947), p. 588-596.

% Vietile Sfintilor pe luna februarie, reprinted and revised based on
the approval of The Holy Synod of The Romanian Orthodox Church,
after the Edition printed in 1901-1911, Ed. Episcopiei Romanului si
Husilor, 1992, p. 328.



Gennadius of Marseille?”” (the second half of the 5
century) in his work De viris illustribus eclesiasticis (named
according to a number of experts as De scriptoribus
eclesiasticis) ?® was the first scholar that has mentioned about
Saint Casian’s motherland: “... Casianus, natione Scythia,
Constantinopolim a Joahannem Magno episcopo diaconus
ordinatus, apud Marsiliam presbyter, condidit duo id est
virorum et mulierum monasteria, quae hodie extant” (Casian
was a Scythian by his nation and has been ordained as Deacon
by the Great Bishop John of Constantinople, Saint John
Chrisostom, our note; in Marseille the Presbyter Casian has
founded two monasteries, one of monks and one of nuns, which
monasteries are still in function).

Numerous experts have concluded that the region of
Scythia mentioned by Gennadius of Marseille as historian and

29 -
7 e,

man of letters was nothing but “una provinciis Thraciae
one of the Thracian provinces, more precisely Scythia Minor,
Gettic-Dacian-Roman territory belonging to the Pontical Dacia,
where the poet Ovid has lived and has written a volume of
poems in the language of the Getic population, our ancestors.

The same experts (e.g. the historian H. I. Marrou) have asserted

%" See, O. Bardenhewer, Patrologie, ed. 11, Freiburg in Breisgau, 1901,
p. 537.

8 Al. Constantinescu, Sfantul loan Casian scitul, nu romanul, in
Glasul Bisericii, XXI11 (1964), nr. 7-8, p. 698.

% See Migne, P.L., 49, 10. art. loanis Cassiani, abbatis Marssiliensis.



that John Casian has written his works in Latin language, as this
was his mother tongue®. Indeed, the Latin language has already
been recognized as the official language spoken by the Dacian-
Roman population in Scythia Minor during Saint Casian’s life.
At his turn, Patriarch Photius as one of the greatest scholars of
the first millennium underlines that “Casian the Monk” was
Roman by his nation®, meaning that he was born in one of the
provinces of the Roman Empire.

Saint John Casian’s work Conlationes (Colloquies)
reveals that he was born in a Christian family gifted by God
with “piety and devotion”, which made easier his way to the
monastic life. Let us read what The Pious Father confesses
himself: “Day by day our conscience was urging us with
spiritual ardour to return to our province and see our parents.
The greatest spring where our wishes were brought to light was
the recollection of the piety and devotion in our parents’ hearts.
We were aware that they would not have for any reason stopped
us in going on our way and were always thinking that we were

indebted to them for our spiritual achievements. They relieved

% H. I. Marrou, Patristique et humanisme, Ed. du Semt, 1976,
translated by Cristina and C. Popescu, Ed. Meridian, 1996, p.438-439.
1 Photius, Kaoowwob povayod Popav Aoyovtog motpida, (Vezi,
Bibliotheca, cod. CXCVII, t. 3, ed. R. Henry, p. 92).



our worries, ensuring all that we needed for our daily life and
gladly fulfilling everything we should have done...” *.

Saint Casian’s spiritual achievements, especially the
monastic ones, were due to his spiritual father Abbot Gherman,
his journey companion to Palestine and Egypt.

As regards his admission in the monastic life we should
remind that in Scythia Minor during the second half of the 4"
century there already have been renown monasteries, as
mentioned by Epiphanius of Salamis®. Besides, Saint John
Casian himself confessed to one of his interlocutors (Castor)
that he had established amongst the monks “a puierita nostra”
(from his childhood), and he had followed their advice and
example of their lives*. Of course, this evidence too encourages
the assertion that The Pious John Casian, his sister that later on
would become the abbess of Marseille Convent, and Abbot
Gherman as well originated from the present-day Romanian
Dobrudja, where they had already been accustomed with the
monastic life. As for his journey to Palestine and Egypt, John
Casian had only know and experienced other needs of the

monastic life.

% Convorbiri XXIV, 1, 2-3, cf. Sf. loan Casian, Scrieri alese.
Asezamintele minastiresti si Convorbiri duhovnicesti, translated by M.
Cojocaru and D. Popescu, Ed. IBMBOR, Bucharest, 1990, p. 724.

% Sf. Epifanie, Contra ereziilor 111, 1, 70, 14, P.G., 42, 372.

% Jean Cassien, Institutiones Cénobitiques, translated from Latin
language by J.Cl. Guz, Les Editions du Cerf, Paris, 2001, p. 4.



After the second banishment of Saint John Chrysostom
(404) the two ancient Romanians Gherman and Casian left
Constantinople and headed to Rome with a letter about the
groundless accusations thrown on the archbishop of the Church
in Constantinople. The next year (405) Saint John Casian and
Abbot Gherman were in Roma®. They handed over to Pope
Innocent the 1% an inventory of the archiepiscopal treasure
offered by the clergy in Constantinople to the civil authorities.
The intention of the clergy was to exempt Saint John
Chrysostom from the accusations regarding the illegal
appropriation of goods and financial funds. The detractors
formulated such accusations under the influence of Archbishop
Theophilus of Alexandria, who succeeded in taking into their
entourage the influent persons from the Imperial Palace.

In Rome the two “Dacian-Romanians” or “ancient
Romanians” have linked friendship with the deacon that later on
would have become Pope Leon the 1°%; the deacon was the one
who had advised John Casian to write the treaty About The
Embodiment of The God. It seems that Saint John Casian has
been ordained as a Priest in Rome, where he occupied this

position for more than ten years. It is beyond any doubt that in

% See, C. Voicu, N. Dumitrascu, Patrologie, Ed. IBMBOR,
Bucharest, 2006, p. 246; Sf. Vasile cel Mare, Sf. Pahomie cel Mare,
Sf. loan Casian, Rdnduelile vietii monahale, Ed. Sophia, Bucharest,
2001, p. 408.

% Cf. K. S. Franck, John Cassian on John Cassian, in Studia
Patristica, 33, Peeters, Leuven, 1997, p. 421.



415 Casian was still in Rome and was explicitly mentioned by
the Pope as Priest Casian in an Epistle addressed to the
Archbishop of Alexandria®’.

After more than ten years in Rome, Pious Casian headed
Gallia (via Constatinople)®, where he remained until the end of
his life in 435.

Saint John Casian’s biographers do not mention the
reason that has determined him to establish in Marseille. It is
not out of question that the Christians of Marseille had asked
him to live there, some of them Latin or Greek language
speakers. Casian had appropriated these languages back in is
motherland Scythia Minor (nowadays Romanian Dobrudja) and
used them to make known his ascetic and monastic experience
acquired in Palestine, Egypt, and Syria. After sharing his
experience, Pious Father would have become the mentor of the
persons that lived monastic lives in the Mediterranean lands of
Marseille, which was founded (like Tomis, nowadays
Constanta) in the 7" century BC. Saint Casian remained in
Marseille till the end of his days (7435). However, much more
plausible is the idea that Bishop Lazarus of Aix*, ordained by

Proculus of Marseille, solicited Casius to establish in Marseille.

¥ Ibidem, p. 419-420.

%8 H.1. Marrou, Patristique et humanisme, ..., p. 460.

¥ Cf. Palanque, Le dicése de Marseille, Histoire des diocéses de
France, Letouzey et Ane, Paris, 1967, p. 486-487.



%0 also of

Lazarus was “an apprentice of Saint Martin de Tours
Dacian-Roman origin from Panonian territory, inhabited by
Dacian-Roman population.

According to a number of sources, Saint John Casian has
reached Gallia accompanied not only by Bishop Lazarus, but
also Bishop Heros. Whether such information is credible, i.e.
John Casian came to Marseille together with the two Bishops
Lazarus and Heros, a number of questions are to be answered:
What relationships have been established between them? For
what reason did Hieromonk John Casian accept the invitation to
come to Marseille and established in their motherland?

“The first reason was determined — as professor Nicolae
V. Dura remarked — by the fact that Bishop Lazarus had been
Saint Martin de Tours’ apprentice. The Saint originated from
Panonia, territory inhabited by Dacian-Romans, i.e. population
belonging to Saint Casian’s nation. Pelagian Confrontation
represents the second reason and motivation. Therefore, it is not
out of question that Saint Casian was the one who determined
the two Bishops of Gallia not to take part in the Synod as
accusers of Pelagius, who had drawn Rome’s rage against him”
! However, leaving aside the persons that accompanied Saint

Casian on his way to Marseille, it is beyond any doubt that he

“OH.1. Marrou, Patristique et humanisme, ..., p. 459.

“UN. V. Durd, ,, Seythia Mynor” (Dobrogea) si Biserica ei apostolicd.
Scaunul arhiepiscopal si mitropolitan al Tomisului (sec. IV-X1V), Ed.
Didactica si Pedagogica, Bucharest, 2006, p. 153.



put here into value his entire experience of monastic living
acquired in the Orient, resulting in founding a number of
monasteries taking into consideration the rules and
arrangements established by the Fathers of the Desert. Thus, the
Occident had the opportunity to know and assimilate such rules
and arrangements through Saint Casian’s work.

At the same time, it is worth mentioning and keep in
mind their common attitude of defenders of “the most noble
ideal of asceticism and holiness that Saint Martin de Tours had
defended in Gallia” ** in the spirit of the Oriental monastic
tradition, represented — amongst others — by Saint Evagrius
Ponticus and Saint Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in
Cappadocia.

We can conclude that Saint John Casian was a Dacian-
Roman from Scythia Minor, whose strongest impact on the
subsequent monastic tradition was produced as result of his
notable influence on Latin monastic rules, which the scholars
were striving to establish at that time. We should also keep in
mind that Saint Casian was for his contemporaries an authority
and incontestable monastic leader who lived exemplary
monastic life both for his motherland (Scythia Minor), and for
the years of pilgrimage and involvement in the tormented

ecclesial life of “illo tempore”.

2 1bidem.



Marseille — port-city on the southern coastline of Gallia
(nowadays France), like Histria and Tomis cities in Saint
Casian’s motherland, had also been colonized and founded by
Greek language speakers from Asia Minor (the 7" century BC),
and has become the main city of the province Gallia
Narbonensis®.

From Marseille Saint Casian has spread throughout the
Occident not only the history and the spiritual living of Eastern
monasticism, but also “the vibration of the Dacian-Roman

» 4 Besides, in Marseille the ancient Romanian

spirituality
Casian has fulfilled not only his missionary vocation and
founder of monastic settlements, but also his indefatigable
diligence for promoting ascetic and monastic theology, for
which he used his knowledge and talent as writer, psychologist,
and acute sense of analyst of monastic life experiences in the
realm where the monasticism originated, i.e. Palestine and
Egypt.

The friary founded in Marseille would become the
famous Saint-Victor Abbey®, and the nunnery, founded within

the walls of the city, was known as Saint-Sauveur.

* Cf. A. Lionel Frederick Rivet, Gallia Narbonensis, with a Chapter
on Alpes Maritimae, B.T. Batsford, Londra, 1988, p. 9-53.

* M. Banescu, Sfantul loan Casian, in Sfinti romani si aparatori ai
legii stramosesti, Ed. IBMBOR, Bucharest, 1987, p. 225-226

“> See, F. Benoit, L’abbaye de Saint-Victor et I'eglise de la Major &
Marseille, Paris, 1936, p. 13-23, 57-59; Idem, Le martyrium de Saint
Victor, in Provence historique, 16 (1966), p. 259-293.



In Marseille Saint John Casian received the support of the
local bishop in his missionary and scholarly activities. As result,
he succeeded in writing his well-known works Institutiones
cenobiorum (between 419 and 426), Conlationes (between 420
and 429), and Against Nestorium (428-431). These works
rendered him renown not only to the Occident, but also
throughout the ecumenical Christian world of his time till the
present-day.

The Romanian version of The Life of Saints reveals:
“Saint John Casian wrote The Cenobitic Institutions (Rules for
the monastic life of the community) on the request of Saint
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Castor, Bishop of Apt” ™" in Gallia. Actually, only the first ten
books of “Institutiones” have been written on the request of
Bishop Castor of Apta lulia, locality situated northeast from
Marseille. Let us read Saint Casian’s words: “... You, blessed
Pope Castor, put in your mind to build a real temple for our
Lord, a temple of spirit, which is not built of spiritless stones,
but gathering together men living in sacred life... You strived to
dedicate God the most precious vases, not cast in gold and
silver, ..., but made of holy souls, having the shining purity of
innocence, justice, and virginity and hosting within our

Emperor Jesus Christ... Indeed, you fervently wish to put the

% Cf. F. André, Histoire de I'abbaye des religieuses de Saint-Sauveur
de Marseille, Marsilia, 1863.
*" Vietile Sfintilor pe luna februarie ..., p. 331.



foundation of a settlement similar to the Oriental, especially to
the Egyptian ones, in this land void of monasteries” *.

Thus, from the Foreword of the work “Monastic
Settlements” we learn that in the region of Gallia (nowadays
France) where Castor was the local Bishop there was not yet
any monastery; hence the interest of this hierarch to put the
foundation of a monastic settlement following “the monastic
rules” that John Casian had seen as “being complied with, in
Egypt and Palestine” *°. We have here another eloquent prove
that entitles Saint John Casian to be considered as “founder” of
Occidental monasticism. Saint John Casian himself noted that
“as far as I know” about “the monastic settlements and cures for
healing the main eight vices ... it has not been written before”,
and he “brought to light something worthy to be known by you
(the Occidentals, our note) and in accordance with our pious

%0 Quod erat demonstrandum!

brothers’ wishes
Saint John Casian wrote about The Monastic Settlements
(Institutiones)®* on the request of Bishop Castor of Apt (419-

426). At the same time, the first ten Conlationes® (Colloquies)

*® Praef. 2-3, Institutiones; Cf. Sf. Ioan Casian, Scrieri alese ..., p.
110.

** Ibidem, Praef. 3, p. 116.

% |bidem, Praef. 1, Conlationes, p. 305.

°! Jean Cassien, Institutions Cénobitiques, ed. Jean-Claude Guy, n
Sources Chrétiennes, 109, Editions du Cerf, Paris, 1965.

%2 |dem, Conlationes XXIII, ed. Michael Petschening, CSEL 17,
Geroldus, Viena, 1886; Idem, Conférences, I-XXI1V, ed. E. Pichery, in



have been dedicated to Castor’s brother, also a bishop; it is
about Leontius de Frejus (419-431), later on Bishop of Arles,
taking the name Helladius®. The second series of Conlationes
(XI-XVII) was dedicated to the two fathers hieromonks living
in Lerins Islands, i.e. Honoratus, the founder of the monastery
in Arles and future Bishop of the city (428-429)* and
Eucherius, future Bishop of Lyon (441-449)%. Lastly, the third
series of Conlationes (XVIII-XXIV) has been dedicated to a
group of monks living in Hyeres Islands®. Therefore, his works
has been the result of the persistent intercession of a number of
monks and bishops in Gallia eager to know both the history and
the spiritual richness of the Oriental monasticism. Who else
could ever be able to convey such knowledge, than Saint John
Casian, who had lived so many years in the places where the
monasticism came from (Palestine, Egypt, and Syria)?

The richness of ideas and messages conveyed by Saint
Casian to the province of Gallia and from here to the whole
“pars occidentis” (Occidental Part) of The Roman Empire was
taken from the spiritual treasure of the Oriental monasticism. At

the same time, taking into account his works, he is considered

Sources Chrétiennes, 42, 54, 64, Editions du Cerf, Paris, 1955, 1958,
1959.

> ¢f. Conlationes I, Praef., 2, C.S.E.L., X111, p. 3 si Conlationes
X1, Praef. 2, p. 311, Conlationes XV 111, Praef, I, p. 503.

% Louis Duchesne, Fastes episcopaux de l’ancienne Gaule, vol. |,
Province du Sud-est, Fontemoing, Paris, 1907, p. 256.

% Ibidem, vol. I1. p. 163.

% H.1. Marrou, Patristique et humanism, ..., p. 459.



as the real father of the Occidental monasticism. All great
founders of Occidental monastic orders (Benedict of Nursia,
Saint Patrick, etc.) have made reference to his experience. Even
the present-day European ascetic and monastic ideology, both
Oriental and Occidental, both psychological and philosophical,
has its sources in Saint Casian’s activity. Indeed, speaking of
Saint Casian, as an offspring of our Dobrudja, means speaking
of the history of European Christian monasticism and
spirituality itself, because he is one of the founders of the
monastic settlements in Western Europe.

Before referring to Saint John Casian as forefather of
Occidental monasticism we should briefly present the origins of
the Christian monasticism. According to a number of experts,
the primary monasticism originates from Essenian lifestyle®,
during Apostles time. Other scholars consider that the origins of
the Christian monasticism must be looked for in Palestine and
Egypt. It is beyond any doubt that the monasticism was at first a
voluntary lifestyle; the monks have only become the third
constitutive element of the Church during the Fourth

Ecumenical Synod (Calcedon, 451)®. Certainly, it was only

> C. Daniel, Un esenian menfionat in Faptele Apostolilor, in Studii
Teologice, XXI (1969), nr. 9-10, p. 666-683; ldem, O importantd
mentionare a esenienilor facutd de Sf. Apostol Pavel, in Studii
Teologice, X11 (1970) n. 1-2, p. 149-159.

8 N. V. Durd, Monahii, al treilea element constitutiv al Bisericii, in
Biserica Ortodoxa Romana, CXXI (2003), nr. 7-12, p. 469-483; ldem,
Christianism in Pontic Dacia. The ,,Scythian Monks” (Daco-Roman)



under the 4™ Canon of the Fourth Ecumenical Synod that the
ecumenical monasticism has become the third constitutive
element of the Church.

One of the competent experts specialized in the history of
the primary monasticism, which has become in the run of time
an ascetic-mystical religious society, was Saint John Casian
himself. Besides, he is one of those who have considered that
the “Apostolic Lifestyle” has perpetuated in monasteries; in
other words, it is about the lifestyle established by the Holy
Apostles for the first Christians, regarding the common
administration and utilisation of their goods. These Christians
are the ones who followed the Apostolic rules and founded the
first cenobitic type settlements.

Considering Saint John Casian’s opinion, the origin of
the Cenobites® and monasteries should be looked for in the
communities of the first Christians that headed to deserts to live
Apostles’ ideals, free of any contact with their own belongings.
The Saint has also referred in his works to the lifestyle of those
who were considered as “the founders of the monasticism”eo,

i.e. Saint Paul of Thebes (1340), Saint Anthony the Great

and their Contribution to the Advance of Ecumenical Unity and the
Development of the European Christian Humanist Culture, in Revue
Roumaine d'Histoire, 2003, nr. 1-4, janvier-décembre, p. 5-18.

> Conlationes XVIII, 5.

% Arhim. Efrem Enicescu, Privire generald asupra monahismului
dupa diferifi autori, Part |, R&mnic, 1933, p. 224; Paul Evdokimov,
Les ages de la vie spirituelle, Des Péres du désert a nos jours, Paris,
1964, p. 165.



(1356), Saint Pachomius the Great (+371), Saint Hilarion
(1371), Saint Macarius the Egyptian (1390) etc.

Scythia Minor, Saint John Casian’s motherland, shone
through the men that were confident in Apostolic faith and have
preached the Christian beliefs, who honoured the Tomitan
Church after Saint Apostle Andrew’s preaching®. Therefore,
one should not be surprised that Dobrudja was “the homeland of
numerous erudite fathers of the ecumenical Christianity who
have enhanced the European spirituality and culture with an
important heritage of European vocation. At the same time, the
schools of theology, philosophy, psychology, history, etc.
belonging to famous Occidental universities mention the
contribution of these fathers brought to affirmation of the
European ecumenical, cultural, and spiritual unity” %.

One of the above-mentioned erudite Fathers of the
ecumenical Christianity was Saint John Casian. The Saint was
born and lived in Dobrudja, and has been educated in the
Theological School of Tomis (nowadays Constanta), where
both the classical literature and philosophy originated from
Greek and Latin language, and the Christian teaching coming
from Oriental sources, were at their home. The same home also
sheltered the two types of monastic lifestyles, i.e. Anchoritic

and Cenobitic, where the famous “Scythian Monks” excelled

8 See, N. V. Durd, , Scythia Mynor” (Dobrogea) si Biserica ei
apostolica ..., p. 6-15.
* Ibidem.



and enhanced the heritage of European culture with theological,
philosophical, juridical, and canonical works®.

In his homeland, i.e. the Pontic Dacia, Saint John Casian
was familiar with the background and rules of the Monastic
Settlements, which he has strictly obeyed and followed under
the guidance of his spiritual father Saint Gherman (his Abbot),
who has been his companion in the journey to Egypt and The
Holy Land, aiming at enhancing their knowledge of Christian
Philokalia originated from ascetic and monastic lifestyles. At
the same time, the monastic tradition of Dobrudja region®,
within the Pontic and North-Danube territory, certifies beyond
any doubt the presence of the monastic life in Saint John
Casian’s homeland, where the monastic rules established by
Saint Basil the Great, who was in correspondence with his

relative Soranus, the Governor of Scythia Minor®, had already

81dem, Monahismul in Dacia Ponticd. ,, Calugarii sciti (daco-romani)
si contributia lor la afirmarea unitatii ecumenice si la dezvoltarea
culturii umanist-crestine europene, in Biserica Ortodoxa Romana,
CXXII (2004), n. 3-4, p. 347-357.

% See 1.P.S. Prof. univ. dr. Teodosie Petrescu, Dobrogea, leagdnul
crestinismului romdnesc §i al tolerantei religioase (Dobrudja, le
berceau du christianisme roumain et de la tolérance religieuse), in
vol. Marturii ale vietii crestine dobrogene (Attéstations de la vie
chrétienne de la region de Dobrudja), Ed. Arhiepiscopiei Tomisului,
Constanta, 2004.

8 Vezi, I. Coman, Scriitori bisericesti din epoca straromdnd,
Bucharest, 1979; Idem, Scriitori teologi in Scythia Mynor, in vol. De
la Dunare la Mare. Marturii istorice §si monumente de artd crestind,

Galati, 1977, p.63-84.



been well-known and applied within the monastic settlements
(with both men and women communities).

Nevertheless, in Scythia Minor have also been known
and applied the rules of Oriental monastic lifestyle, originated
from The Holy Land, Egypt, and Antioch, which are the very
places of Saint John Casian’s pilgrimage, where he met
numerous monks and abbots and tool notes about the famous
spiritual “Conlationes” (Colloquies) representing genuine
values for the Christian ascetic and philokalic literature.

The experience of the monastic rules in Scythia Minor —
proceeding from Palestine, Egypt and Syria — can also be well
known in Dobrudja because in Tomis there have been numerous
monks and clergymen (deacons, priests, and hierarchs) born and
educated in the Orient. It is not out of question that certain
Fathers, e.g. Saint Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in
Cappadocia, and Saint John Chrysostom, Archbishop of
Constantinople, have facilitated the penetration of such rules, as
long as the relations with the Church in Danube-Pontic region
are well known. We also consider that the closeness between
the Oriental Fathers and our the Church in Dobrudja can explain
the relations between the two monks of Dobrudja, i.e. Pious
Father Casian and Abbot Gherman, and Saint John Chrysostom;
so far, these relationships have not been the object of profound

investigation or at least inciting reflexions.



Instead of Conclusion, we underline that the two
Monasteries founded by Saint John Casian in the present-day
France and his written works dedicated to the Oriental and
Occidental monks render the Saint as a teacher and father of
Occidental monasticism.

Illustrious representative of Oriental spiritual Fathers —
especially of Saint Evagrius Ponticus, Saint Basil the Great, and
Saint John Chrysostom — Saint John Casian was a “Magister
Spiritualis” for the Occidental monks of the first millennium
and still remains a “Spiritual Father” for the Oriental ones till

the present-day.
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The Georgian church in IV" century and in the I half
of V" and the Persian politic to Christian countries of
transcaucasus

Summary

The historical region of Georgia Kartli was in a
disadvantegable political situation at the end of 4th
century. Persian authority tried to subordinate the
countries of South Caucasus. It appared much more
difficult for them to spread Zoroastrianism in Christian
countries. That was why the Persian government prefered
for Caucasian people to recieve the religion, inside
Christianity, which would be more convinient for their
aims. Persian sovereign decided to use Armenian Church
to have success in that point. The theorical plan how to
subordinate  Georgian Church was worked out by St.



Grigol and it contained the ponits about the reform in
South Caucasus and the united Churches of Dvini.

Geogian Church was tightly connected with
Byzantian Church according the tradition, but at the
begining of 5™ century, the contacts with Byzantian
Church had reduced, meanwhile the influence of Persia
and Syria reinforced. It mainly was coursed by advantigies
of Armenian Church.

This situation lasted untill the begining of 7th
century, when the Catholicon of Georgia Kirion managed
to restore the coexisting status with Byzantian Church
and save the independence of Georgian Church.
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Russian religious - political interests of Athos and
fragments of relations with lviron
(XI-XIX)

The State of Christianity his church and the many
problems posed for his doctrine. Search-accepting for truth
— multiply heresies to the bosom of the Church and the
Church threatened. Willing to keep the church united
church challenging era monasticism Institute of
Philanthropy and the Holy places answered very large
fueling interest in the head. IX century of the rise of
Christian states led to their domestic and foreign policy in
the net significance of the leading places for granted. In
such states between Georgia and Russia considered. Both
of these countries for the Orthodox holy places, as the
internal strength of the ideology and the Christian Union
with the outside world had meaning. The difference in the
number of factors was: Georgia apostles activity,
autocephalous Church, owner of the outside world to repel
aggression, faith and national identity preservation for
fighters, and the Christian world cultural rivalry with the
country and was doing a deliberate policy of the Christian
states of life. This was caused by Christianity from the
early stages of the Georgian culture - establishing religious
centers around the world on the ground. for eg: Athos was
among the Georgians "ivironi" The monastery, which for
centuries the Roman foreign policy and served as an



important place, which is characterized by dramatic
political events. "lvironi” World Christian world with its
high level of orthodox culture and enjoyed great prestige.
Radically different circumstances in life had the
Russian nation. for the last for the very beginning had a
political meaning holy places, and was closely related to
church - and religious interests. Newly Christian Russian
principalities of national unification of the ideological
basis for the training, centralization Church, Church
Autonomy (since XII century Russian Metropolitians was
under the jurisdiction of Ecumenical Patriarchate of the -
k.p.) National worship, church original works, translation
start creativity needed. Russia has started preparations for
the unification of lands (the process of long-term
suspended leadership Mongolian — Tatar empire -k.p.)
and the international arena account for the force. The
secular government in the Church and the Church
encouraged characteristic features give diplomacy. Since
Russian Church diplomacy arena of action other holy
places like Mount Athos to become.
Russian Orthodox churchs with relations with Russia in
the beginning is connected with the establishment of the
Institute of Monks, which resulted in the Athos
monasteries tipicons with similar churches in the
establishment of the Russian lands. It is in Russian
chronicles in the "holy mountain” and "holy land"
mentioned.
Russian clergy Athos 1016 and 1081 years mentioned in
the Acts, where the monks are recorded — Gerasime and
Kviriake  written in Greek manuscripts. XI century
Russian chronicles were reported in Kiev - Pechora
monastery Ighumen Varlam trip to Athos. Gradually, this
interest has increased towards the Russians and the
Crusades Ecumenical take contacted. In accordance with



the increased Athos, which is the main Kiev Vladimir
interests of the state level hired.; Started Russian
monastery on Athos decide life for the work. Athos in
1051 on the name of Anton from Pechor meet, which also
became a monk and returned to Russia in the beginning
the beginning of monastic life

In Russian Church Historiography and chronicles the first
Russian Athos monastery of the so-called "Klisurgu"
carpentry installation named the same. 1057 acts on Athos
monastery in this paragraph, "the temple of Thessaloniki"
named. Russian historian Karamzin this church shall be
held in Kiev a big important thing is connected with
Vladimir, and V.. Barsky is Serbia's important that he gave
the Russians. As Russian sources, they speak, that
"Klisurgu" Slavs from tesalonik was established, which is
confirmed by XI1X Century 70 - in Athos mountain church
assembly acts as well as modern religious scholars to the
cause of the claim to the monastery from the very
beginning Russian was their rightful ownership of
the were. Since 1169 the Russians are a lot of Athos,
Thessaloniki Richieze abandoned monastery and then St.
Panteleimon same Rusiki "known.
"Thessaloniki” monastery "klisurgu” acts on behalf of
Athos in the year 1030 for the first time mentioned
without a national endorsement. 1142 on property in the
description of other religious items, along with 49
Russian-speaking noted book. Since 1169 athonite acts
former Russian church center named the first priest to
monk Lavrent. As seen from the source, the Russian
clergy Athos some level has already been used monastic
way of life, characteristics and life asketic Athos from
Russia to the newly founded monasteries rules.
X1 century Athos is connected to the Georgian and
Russian relations with the beginning of the monks, which



revealed "lviron" written on 1074 volume. The source of
these shows for the first time the concept of
"Russian”. Source appropriate comments published by
Mose Janashvili Collection of aghaps list of 47 notable -
the aghap: "This aghap (John) give church book, heart as
written, with the forces. Five books are given rusqopilisai
John: holidays two, one Dionysus, and one Lavsaikon,
Teodorite one. The church and the people who done one,
God, he gave answers. As seen from the famous slogan of
John "rusqopils™ ivironisa for books and gives aghap to
him.

In XX century aghap make the attention of the Bishop
Kirion (sadzaglishvili) and Mose Janashvili and they
thinks John is the ethnic Russian, which is the result of
cooperation with iviron make a Georgian. The report by
researchers explicates that the Russians are Orthodox
education and Athos went directly collaborated with the
Georgians Savane. At this point, the provisions of
discussion is not set, which is an in-depth research needs,
the more that other aghaps the word "former" Often we
meet and the importance of other explanations are found,
for example, "Russian” as a personal name after make
monk "John" has been changed. Regulations set the
scientific name is connected with lase Tsintsadze. Similar
examples are found in a lot of church history. However, it
should be Note that the Byzantine Empire and ivironi
generally high throughout the Eastern Christianity enjoyed
and of course the Russian ecclesiastical jurisdiction of
Constantinople Mitopolians ivironit a trip to the was
interesed to lviron and cooperative to him. In Russia, that
in general, and specifically Athos iviron cloister, and was
known there as the Russian monks used to go to prove that
the Russian reports of "life of the Fathers,” we meet. In
such cases, the point was the Athos, where the old time



leading Georgian and Russian Clergy acquainted with
each other and met, Orthodoxy, and connecting them
closer.

In XIII century, both Russia and Georgia for the period of
Mongol domination, the countries directly affected the
internal weakening weakens Athos is also ivirons Greeks
and the Serbs Rusik. By Athonite Act 1261 on the Serbian
Leader Metode, while the 1312 Act says that the Serbian
monastery of the king sacrificed a large amount of
Lands. XIV century as a result of Ktitors Serbian has
Savane.

Russia - Athos relations connected with the recovery of
Constantinople Barry Lazarus arrival in Russia in
1391. The Union has received intense XV century. During
this time, Athos monastic Typicons Russia has undergone
changes in the beginning of the monastery and the head of
the Russian form of organization, a clear design that was
Desert of Nilov. Russian monks and Atons common
assumption is the connection between negative Ferrara -
Florence Uniates with attitude, which is clearly reflected
in the Russian Church position with unites
XVI century, the Russian state breakthrough Age:
Mongol’s domination over Russia and the formation of a
centralized process. He announced the successor to the
Byzantine and Christian countries to draw attention to
her. Orthodox Churches are expected in return for Russian
assistance Patriarchate church received degree. Increased
in accordance with Russian interests with Athos started to
Rusiki plentiful Donations issue; the same time, various
Russian regions into Athos opponent, have taken a broadly
theological literature translation - editorial work. This era
is connected with Russia's special interest in Iberian
Virgin Icon. In XVII century twice: 1648 and 1655 in the
Russian  Patriarch  Nikon to copy the order.



XVIII century Russian foreign policy in the Church
question leading position in an increase in church rate the
importance and also expanded relations with the world's
leading Christian states, the interests of St. Places and
Patriarch Sino developed "hot line" determination of
Russian ecclesiastical diplomacy directions: from St.
Petersburg Constantinople and Jerusalem at the Catherine
Il Foreign policy has become a crucial issue of Balkan
and this issue was dependent on the. So-called Greek
project. The project of Russia's Byzantine heritage of the
claim was a clear expression. The project had the same
meaning of Emperor Alexander Il - the foreign policy.
The circumstances in Russia - Turkey's disputes with acute
capacity which will be reflected in Russian, so the church
historiography in this period of Russian life Monastic drop
period and is considered to be XVIII Century 30 - At the
end of the decade the Russian Savane Greeks learned. In
the same circumstances that turned out to be Iviron.
XVIII Century 70 - Jan Russians he was revived on Athos,
built the monastery of St. Panteleimon old Rusiko noted
it. Russian expansion Athos rights of all ethnicities
Housing seriously undermined. Russian political -
religious ambitions became particularly irritating for the
Greek new buildings. From XIX century Russia started
work on a wide net for the mountain full monopolized
. Many Russian Savane Athos monastery and mastered a
special interest in the orbit Iviron came. The latter
hastened by the Greeks and russians acute controversy,
which is gradual and international processes, the reason
was.

IN XIX century, the beginning of World Atons monks
demanded the patriarch of "Rusiki" Athos monasteries
elaided from the list and its real estate belonging to the
Greek churches for the program. Russia in the



international arena because of the existence of force
account, the Patriarch of Constantinople Kalenike Vdid
not satisfy the demand and athonites 1803 deed on
"Rusiki" demanded the revival. As a result of the above 60
- years caliber for Rusiko "strongest center Athos, which
owns rival, libraries, workshops, etc.
XIX Century 60 - the end of the decade in Greek - Russian
interests eloaded and acute acquired a political
character. "lvironi* opposing political parties has become
a target. Greeks for him to dominate on the Athos meant
hegemony, and for Russia's imperial interests abroad
should have been. The more that people within the empire
abroad in Russia for the saavaneebi of personal
belonging. "Iviron" in Greek - Russian conflict as a pretext
certain role. The Greek - has become a place of Russians
meals.

From century Russian colonization politics as a result of
the destruction of the church faced, it was abolished
autocephaly and even more difficult situation to be in the
Georgian Foreign seats. Greek monks under pressure from
the Georgian clergy suffered. "lIviron" Greeks in the
acquisition of Russian as a competitor too, Greek -
Historiography of the Russians controversy in the Greek -
Russian Panteleimon Process "(1874-1875) entered into on
behalf of .. Process in Russia in favor of the resolution of
the greatest importance was awarded the "lviron" pro-
Russian orientation of the dogmas, for which "Rusiki
different method of working: the Greeks of Georgian
monks harassed material support was provided,” Rusiko in
tavshepars giving and Iviron "legal right of return
promised. The above example of John the Baptist
Monastery in the construction of Russia's active assistance
with Georgians food, construction materials, workers - by
hand and, when the Greeks of Georgian monks Baptist



monastic are expelled, they were "Rusiki" sheltered "by
the Russian government forever tolerate Georgians Savane
42 Berry" - reported the newspaper "Thilisi. They are
"Rusiki in obedience and were obviously not had the
opportunity of promotion. Georgians in the Russian the
hymnographer were mostly.
In the XIX century -80-90-ies the decade from the eve of
Russia's policy of "lvirons with the Georgian monks
radically changed. Since then, more than the Russians -
less than a success in the Balkan issue, it is the way to
open a "iviron" Patronages for full.
Georgian relations with Russia Athos Greek monks
controversy. Soon was more obvious objectives of the
Russian real "lviron,” which in fact did not differ from the
interests of the Greeks. The Russian government is
carrying out a deliberate policy of "Iviron" obedience to
the Georgian troupe in growing, in particular the heavy
financial speculation and the life of Georgians cabalate. 90
- At the end of the decade "lviron™ Rusiki "facing heavy
debts due to him under the responsibility turned out to be
. Russia has thus standing on Athos, and the Christian
world in an aggressive, predatory state established name.
XX century, the situation has changed in the Russian
Empire, began its internal and external policy of a deep
crisis, the government can no longer foreign monastic and
gradually forgeit their rights, if in XIX century Greeks
forcibly took into account the Empire, XX century they
used the Russian problems, and eventually learned the
Iviron. Neither Georgia don’t have time with relations
"iviron for." It is also similar to the Russian state system,
the threshold changes with standing. Therefore, the overall
net interest areas for long time and stopped only 50 - has
come early to have this issue Socialist empire foreign

policy.
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Saint Charls | Stuart (“Eikon Basilike”)
Summary

“Eikon Basilike” (subtitled “The Portaiture of His Majesty in
His Solituds and sufferings”)-is a work published soon after
execution of Charls | Stuart in 1649. First it was published on
February 9, 1649, ten days after the execution of King bt
Parliament. “Eikon Basilike” purpots to be Charles I’s spiritual
autobiography. Very interesting is Frontispiece of this book
(which appears in many variations) engraved by William
Marshall, were we can see King at prayer, his gaze fixed on
hearn, a crown of thorns in the King;s hand and an open Bible
in front of his majesty. At the fet of King lay his earthly crown,
but Charles I;s eyes beheled blessed and eternal crown.

The “Eikon Basilike” and its frontispiece portrait of King’s
excution presented Charles as a royal martyr and a saint. After
restoration Charles | was venerated as a saint. A special
commemoration of King was added to the Book of Common
Prayer on January 30. This day must be commemorated with
prayerss, fasting and humilation. Very importamt event took
place on May 19, 1660-the special Convocation of Cantebury
and Tork canonized King Charles according urging of Charles
I1. The name of saint was added to the prayer book.

Ro ummarize, in this article we try to present a brief analysis
of “Eikon Basilike” and it;s frontspiece; the importance and
role of King Charles I for royalists; King Charles as a Christian



martyr, the importance of  “Eikon Basilike” for Stuart’s
restoration and absolutism.
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First Level Of Church Reform:
One Fragment Of Exarch Varlam’s Activity

Summary

After canceling autocephaly of Georgian national church
Varlam Eristavi was appointed as an exarch and this fact served
significant part of Russian empire church policy. Attitude of
Georgian community to national church was very well known
for imperial authority. Georgian people would never adapt to
management of traditional church via foreign elements. Thus,
imperial authority should give leadership of Georgian church to
ethnically Georgian prince in that period but he had to be
chosen from the group with ideology oriented to Russia and
opponent of Georgian royal-patrimony. Authority considered
such candidate representative of Qsani Varlam Eristavi. He was
given a title of ecclesiastic dicastery and exarch. He was
instructed to conduct reorganization of national church.

Exarch made a project of reorganization immediately after
appointment which was approved by the authority with few
amendments.  Project considered: making inventory list of
churches, monasteries, incomes from their lands and their



property, determining the number of ecclesiastics. Final target
of the reorganization was destruction of national church
economical independence.

Arrangements conducted in abovementioned direction in
exarch Varlam’s period needed special effort. Given
documentary material lets say that Georgian church met
negatively arrangements for reorganization. Leadership of
eparchies (bishops) did not pass information corresponding to
demands to ecclesiastic authority consciously. Meanwhile,
revolts started in Georgia. Project failed, in fact. Exarch Varlam
was accused by Russian authority in inactivity and called him
back.
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Faculty of Humanities
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Philimon Koridze-The Saver of the Georgian Church Music
Summary

The musician and public figure, pilimon Furr was born in
1829 in Guria. He received his musical education in Italy. It
was a high-level opera singer, was shown in South America
tours, appeared Laskalas theater, and later worked in the
Imperial Opera in St. Petersburg. In 1882 he returned to
Georgia and Georgian chants hand write notes on the case, he
went on for years in various parts of the notes on the recording
of different dialect mtsodneta and chanting hymns. In this work,
and saved for future generations saves thousands of hymns,
which are each distinguished by its kiloti. Koridze papers have
been saved from a 5532 song. This entry was restored by
modern musician Western - Georgian chant dialect.
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The characteristics of the problem of National - religious
identity in Soviet Georgia
20 —ies of XX Century
(Main Aspects)

Summary
In February 25, 1921 Soviet Russia had violated the treaty of
May 7, 1920 Democratic Republic of the occupation - annexed.

Active in the struggle against the Bolshevik government
came to power in a Georgian national values, they clearly
expressed the struggle of all the old stereotypes, which is why
all the different peoples of the Soviet Union had the dignity to
refuse. Between the old stereotypes of religions experienced
extreme limit. Communists rejected communism in general,
religion and proclaimed himself a new type of faith.

It can be concluded that the establishment of Soviet power in
Georgia is a great danger threatens the Georgian national -
religious mentality. The government's target - according to the
active tasks in the fight against the Georgian church, as
perfectly realized that it was his diminish - the weakening in the
case it would be possible to weaken the Georgian national
identity, and the successful implementation of socialist ideas.
The progressive-minded community, with lidership pf the
Catholicos - Patriarch of the Orthodox Ambrosi sometimes
immediately clear goals and objectives of the government,
which actively rebelled against it.
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Summary

According to the various sociological and psychological
researches we can conclude that the fact that 80% of the
population of Georgia belongs to the Georgian Orthodox
Church is not entirely true. It’s a kind of a psychological
moment when the person treats himself/herself as a part of the
traditional religion of his/her country, but this doesn’t say much
about the quality or level of faithfullness and religiousness of
this person.

To persuade myself in the reality of the results of those
researches, | decided to explore and get familiar with the
real picture of public opinion, where people are hidden
under various nicknames, but express their opinion sincerely — |
mean the numerous internet forums in Georgia.

There are many hot topics and discussions open on almost
all Georgian internet forums about atheism. Irreligousness is
supported by significantly many users explaining and therefore
trying to strengthen their positions by different arguments.
But there is also notable that there is a very small number of the
users being radically atheists. Mostly the users have somehow
negative or agnostic attitude towards the church and religion in
general. There is difficult to find a real atheist in the Georgian
society. Irreligious and faithless part of the public are mainly
the people who are angry at church for different reasons, anti-
christians and nihilists.

We have referred the researches of some European and
American contemporary psychologists in order to study the
psychological factors that cause faithlessnes in the society. In



this paper there are also used some statistical data collected
from worldwide researches.
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The Possible Results of “Alan Diocese’s” Activities

Summary

Represented work is about development history of eclesiastic
separatism in Tskhinvali region, which has started to develop
since nineties within political processes.

The object of research is ~Alan Diocese”, which was generated
in Georgian Orthodox Church as ecclesiastical separatism in
Tskhinvali region.

The purpose of our work is to bring out to the light how the
political relations affect on religious processes in Tsxinvali
region. Today, many critics often view the political condition in
different ways. Recently, a lot of documents and monographs
have been created, but none of them in religious view. In this
case, there is a serious vacuum in science. Today, ecclesiastical
separatism is behind of Georgian scientists’ attention.

The existence of ecclesiastic separatism in Tskhinvali region
even aggravates the political condition that is already itself
complicated. Its appearance is not accidental. The ecclesiastic
separatism has been developing purposely within political
separatism since nineties. Ossian separatists with the hands of
impersonator clergy and with assistance of external forces have
obtained powerful ideological support and strengthened their
positions in Tskhinvali region. Purposeful struggle is going on
in Tskhinvali region to inculcate hate and aggression in ethnic
Ossians against ethnic Georgians and Georgian Orthodox
Church. This will be very obstructive factor to regulate political
situation.
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The History of Abkazian Catholicon’s Residence from the
viewpoint Of a Science

Summary

The work ~the brief extract of the history of Abkhazian
chuch” of D. Dbari, well-know author in scientific sphere of
Abkhazia is discussed in the article. The issues related to the
history of Christianity generalli in Abkhazia and the
Catholicon’s Residence of Abkhazia is disfigured in the work.
The histori of ancient Georgian region — Abkhazia is elucidated
tendencionalli.

It should be said that during the last period in Abkhazian
historiography great attentios is paid to the case related to the
research of the history of West-Georgian Church (Abkazian
Catholicon’s Residence). The increase of the interest from the
side of Abkhazian scienfitic circles towards the past of the
church first of all is related to the campaign of moving
Abkhazia away from the mother country, where for the ost of
falsificating the ethno-political history of this side the issue of
falsification of the past of the church is given rather greater and
greater attention.

On the other hand, it is related to the will of Abkhazian
church for the carrying out of which some of the representatives
of of Abkhazian Historiography tries to create ~The historical
base.”



In the of D. Dbari the issue is related to the Cristianiti in
Abkhazia are given in chronological sequence from | Century
A. D. till the modern epoch. In the represented article we
discussed the opinions of Abkhazian Scientist related to the
whole range of cardinal issues of the history of Georgian
Church an we tried to reply to the attempts of falsification
represented in the work.
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Professor or
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Doctor of Art Studies

Avgaroz Bandaisdze’s Portrait of Virshel 11

Summary
The original version of 'Dzegli Eristavi, the Ksani
Eristavis family chronicles, is kept at St. Petersburg Institute
of Oriental Studies, in the funds of manuscripts (K-28).
Gracious, calligraphically accomplished Nuskhuri black
manuscript can be clearly read. Scientists believe that it is
dated by XIV century.
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The ninth page Verso is all illuminated by the
miniature of a young bearded fellow's portrait. The fellow is
holding a model of the church in his left hand while the right
hand, towards onlookers, is on his chest. On the right bottom
of the portrait, in the graphic frame there are 12-line
Asomtavruli inscriptions, referring to Virshel Eristavt-
Eristavi with his wife and son. Inclusion of secular miniature
in the illumination in the Georgian manuscript book was a
unique fact of that time. The generalization of the text as
well as of the portrait makes no doubt.

Analysing the miniature in the general context of
mideival Georgian portrait art gives us an interesting picture
of the tendencies in portrait art. By comparison, historical
secular figures are mentioned in wall painting of Tsalenjikha
Church (the end of XIV century), Khobi Egvteri (the end of
XIV century), Nabakhtevi Church (the beginning of XV
century). Frontal pose is characteristic for the discussed
portraits and for the Virshel image, as well. Characteristic
peculiarities for the Virshel's vestments have also an analogy
with the Georgian XIV (the second half) and XV (the
beginning) century wall paintings. Avgaroz Bandaisdze, from
Largvisi Monastery, is supposed to have created the original
version of 'Dzegli Eristavi' and the miniature, as well.
Accomplishing the church builder portrait on the chronicle
pages, he created the legal documents of the "country" owned
by Virshel III.
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Nino Popiashvili
Doctor of Philology

A new wave of Georgian national identity April 9, 1989

Summary

For the people which are a part of the former USSR
a question of cultural identity has got an urgency since 80-
s' years of XX century. It is possible to tell, that
disintegration of Soviet Union has been caused by
judgement from the people of own cultural identity
entering into it. It was that process which, together with
other processes, caused bent for of independence. Finding
anew own cultural identity in another way name

244 obgséo, 1990, Ne8



awakening of the people. And in this process the fiction
takes a special place.

After disintegration of Soviet Union was generated
the new cultural environment. Independent republics have
followed a way of revealing and judgement of the cultural
identity. On this way, naturally, the accent became on
those differences, which existed and until now exist
between the former Soviet people. The especial
contribution to cultural identity was brought by history,
religion, the literature and culture of the different people.

After disintegration of the USSR Post-Soviet
republics, on the one hand, try to reveal those cultural
values and traditions, which correspond to a context of
world thinking, that obviously grows out of globalisation;
on the other hand, these republics are called by means of
promotion of the cultures, traditions, experience, history,
ethnic and national originalities to show to the world
community the individuality and originality. The Georgian
Post-Soviet literature interestingly and at high art level
represents the given processes.

The literature of the XX-XXI-st centuries is
characterised by an openness of the state and national
borders. Especially it concerns the Post-Soviet literature.
Globalisation as the world phenomenon, it is widely
displayed not only in European, but also in the Post-Soviet
literature. Transition to the general world level, the image
of those themes and directions which are universal and
common cultural, instructions on the general values cause
literature globalisation.

The Georgian Post-Soviet literature is characterised
by set of aspects. It nationality, expresses cultural and
ethnic identity of the Georgian people though, it also is a
part of the world literary process and, accordingly,



displays tendencies and directions of the modern world
literature.
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Ephrem Mtsire and Georgian Liturgical-
Hymnographical Traditions

Summary

Ephrem Mtsire’s numerous translations have been
investigated only partially. Particularly scarce is the
information about his activities is the sphere of
hymnography- ecclesiastical poetry of the middle ages.

The investigation of Georgian manusiripts has made
it obvious that the new redaction of Georgian “Triodion”
belongs to Ephrem Mtsire. This redaction serves as a new,
important stage in the formation of Georgian “Triodions”.
It contains a vast hymnographical repertoire - hundreds
of hymns, the majority of which must have been translated
by Eprem Mtsire. This redaction of “Triodion” must have
been done in Antioch, on the “Black mountain™.

The new redaction of “Triodion” was found in the
second part (219r-292r) of Georg. 5 manuscript and it has



not been investigated up to now. This redaction has been
compiled with the autographic “Triodion” by George
Antonite which is found in the first part of the same
manuscript Georg.5 (1-216v).

Ephrem Mtsire creates the new redaction of
“Triodion” in order to thoroughly present his
contemporary Greek tradition.

It is known that the main principle for Ephrem
Mtsire is to give the most exact picture of the Byzantine
traditions of his time.

The innovations connected with the new redaction of
“Triodion” contains all kinds of hymns — Kanons,
Stichera, Three-Odes. To them are added liturgical
servises of Holy Thursday, Holy Friday and John Baptist’s
beheading which made the important elements of the
liturgy. All the three of them must have been newly
translated from Greek by Ephrem Mtsire.

The new redaction of the “Triodion” contains the
vast hymnograplical repertoire that bas been translated
newly from Greek. Among them are 6 hymnographical
Kanons belonging to the outstanding representatives of
Byzantine hymnography .

To the Georgian translations of these Kanos are
added the titles where the authors, translators as well as
the nature of the translation, the liturgical rule used while
creating it and in some cases the names of the people who
ordered them are indicated. Such kind of exactness is
typical of Ephrem Mtsire.

Among these translations special attention should be
paid to “St. Virgin’s Lament” by Theophanus Graptos
which serves as the best sample of the art of old Georgian
translations.



The Greek original of this masterpiece of Byzantine
hymnography has been lost and its restoration is possible
only by Ephrem Mtsire’s translation.

To Ephrem Mtsire belongs the fourth Georgian
translation of the famous hymn - “The Resurrection
Kanon” which word for word correspondences to the
original, makes a kind of “double” and that was why it
was created.

The new redaction of the Georgian “Triodion”
contains the translations by Arsen lkaltoeli who was
Ephrem Mtsire’s pupil. Among them is “The Great
Kanon” by Andrew of Crete which is considered the
masterpiece of Byzantine hymnography. Ephrem is the
third Georgian translator of it.

Ephrem Mtsire’s redaction does not contain the
repertoire characteristic of Jerusalemian tradition.In this
respect Ephrem continues the traditions of his
contemporary Greek “Triodions”.The same explanation
must be given to the fact that the most important period of
the Lent —Holy week contains the newly translated
repertoire of hymns. Among them the hymns by Kosmas
of Jerusalem deserve special attention.

One of the most important innovations of this
redaction is the introduction and settling down of the
repertoire of swall-size hymns - Stichera. Alongside with
the hymns having different forms this collection contains
542 small-size hymns.
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Eka Vardoshvili

Doctor of Philological Sciences
Professor of lvane Javakhishvili
Thilisi State University

For importance of biblical images in the poetry of
Ilia Chavchavadze

Summary

Ilia Chavchavadze talks about “Source of immortality”
and “Source of grace” in his poetry. Remember the poem
“Shadow”, poetries “lifeless life”, “Keep eye on me”. In poem
“Shadow” is also discussed the tree of life. Ilia in the poem
“The mother of Kartli” talks about “Recognizable Tree” as Tree
of Freedom.

As for llia Chavchavadze as poetry of Akaki Tsereteli
is characterized coincident from Gospel Parable.

In the creation of llia and Akaki two large subjects
merged each other: God and Motherland. They are evidenced as
successors of Georgian Christian traditions and fighter realist
writers for better future of the country. Generally, biblical
prototypes repeatedly reflected in the creation of XIX century’s
Georgian classicists.

In the work of Ilia Chavchavadze the essential mean of
the used theme, plot, or a number of artistic images is the Bible.
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State Univeristy
Faculty of Humanities

IV year Student

N. Baratashvili’s ,,Thoughts on the Riverside of Mtkvari”
( The problem of Author’s worldview)

Summary

As Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel_says in his
,Esthetics”: | Romantic art is a specifically Christian art.”’
Christianity had a great influence on romantic authors. One of
them was famous georgian poet Nikoloz Baratashvili. His verse
,,Thoughts on the Riverside of Mtkvari” was inspired by the
Biblical book of Ecclesiastes. “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity”
— is the main idea of this verse. In the last strophe Baratashvili
addes: Because we are sons of life we must follow it. Poet abuts
Ecclesiastes. Therefore some literary critics concluded that


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georg_Wilhelm_Friedrich_Hegel

Baratashvili gainsaid Christianity complitely. Guram Asatiani
wrote: ,,Nikoloz Baratashvili abutted Christianity in his later
literary production.” This is a mistaken opinion, approved
without considering particularities of the book of Ecclesiastes.
Christianity is a very optimistic religion. The Church Fathers
say that the purpose of our life is Divinization(theosis). Adam
broke God’s low and the cohesion between God and people was
violated. The saints of Old Testament got in hell before
ressurection of Jesus Christ. This pesimistic mood emerges in
the book of Ecclesiastes. ,,All things come alike to all: there is
one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the good and to
the clean, and to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him
that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so is the sinner; and he that
sweareth, as he that feareth an oath”(Ecc. 9, 2).

The lyric hero of the verse says, that we must labour in
our earthly life and don’t be stagnnated like a dead. This
viewpoint throughly agrees Christian teechings. Jesus Christ
says to his apostles: “Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought
for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet
for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than
meat, and the body than raiment?”’(Math. 6, 25). He didn’t say,
that we must deny our somatic necessaries: “Render therefore
unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the
things that are God's.(Math. 22, 21).

The main concept of the verse amply accedes to
fundamental teachings of Christian religion. The mistake of
critics was caused with particularies of Christian faith.
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Thilisi State University

On Some Features of Akaki’s Lyrics

Summary

Akaki Tsereteli is an ideal poet who is Georgian nation’s
favourite because of his purity, patriotism, kindness and
talent. The poet names some of his poems “mukhambazi”, but
they aren’t equal to their standard versification. Akaki worries
about the misfortune of his homeland and expresses his sadness
in the poems, but he doesn’t lose the hope of better future.

Akaki uses 25 measures of versification in his poetry. He
kindles the wish of fighting for freedom. His fighting weapon

276 9956 33089083000, 83330  FogPgmgmo, mdogmolo
1990, a3. 5



is his poetry. Akaki dedicated his country own life and poetry.
His everlasting dream was the independence of his country.
The poet names his poems “a song” because they are very
euphonic. The headlines of the most poems are “Singing During
the Reaping”, “A Song”, “Mother’s Song”, “Sister’s Song”,
“Kinto’s Song”, “The Song of Spring”, “The Song of Winter”,
“The Song of Autumn”, “The Song of Summer”, “The
Servants’ Song”, “Natela’s Song” and so on.

Some of the poems are named “Mukhambazi”, but they
haven’t got the form of “mukhambazi”. Mukhambazi is one of
the versifications of the poem. Each strophe consists of 5 lines.
Common rhythm is repeated in the fifth line of the next strophes
(aaaaa, bbbbbb, cccca and so on), the amount of the strophes
aren’t defined, so we may meet in his poetry the mukhamasi
that is written on Gazali.

Later, mukhambazi lost its meaning and was called a poem that
was written for a sweetheart. Akaki’s “mukhambazi” wasn’t
written to sing, but he diverged traditional way and advantaged
different ideological-content. So, Akaki’s “Mukhambazi”, (‘I
accomplished the half way of my life”), also his “Faugh My
Star and My Fortune” don’t carry the signs of mukhambazi.

In Akaki’s creative works sincere feelings, praising of feast is
being changed by “sadly complaining” which is caused by a
heavy fortune of his country. Akaki’s laughing is sorrowfully,
in his mukambazis are listened the tribulation of a sad patriot.
The poet doesn’t lose the hope of a better future.

Akaki was gifted by the God with a sweet voice not to sweeten
the audibility but to serve the nation. Young Akaki brought his
life in the altar of the homeland, forbade himself to write about
the woman’s beauty and love, because he thought it was selfish
expression of the feeling and declared the homeland as the only
subject of his love. He encouraged his nation in the fight for the
independence.
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Thinking of Some Fathers of the Ecumenical
Church on the Law

The fact that, in their procedural decisions, in matters of
ecclesiastical judgment, the Fathers of the ecumenical
Church of the first millennium have used as a model the
procedure followed in the trial instances within the Roman
state is obviously attested to, also, by the text of canon
legislation. For instance, the Fathers from the Proconsular
Africa — who have taken over and assimilated this
procedure — have decided that, in the case that the
ecclesiastical judges (bishops and priests) are proven to
have judged with enmity, and with partiality, or have been
bribed by a gift, they are to be punished (canon 15 of
Carthage). In fact, based on the principle disposition
enunciated by the Fathers of the Fist ecumenical Council,
any judgment done by a bishop must ... bring an
equitable decision”, and not to pronounce a sentence out
of “the meanness of soul or of feud or of any other
shortcoming of this kind of the bishop™ (canon 5 of first
ecumenical Council). As a matter of fact, by imprinting
this obligatory character to take an “equitable decision”,
without partiality, or vengeance, etc., the Fathers of the
First ecumenical Council (Nicaea, 325), have in fact
proven that they had solid knowledge even in matters of



trial procedure, as it functioned in “illo tempore”, that is,
in civil and penal trial instances within the Roman empire.

The same African Fathers have enjoined the
obligatory character for any litigation emerged in the
Church to be solved “in accordance with Apostolic law”
(sic), and, in case in which “the decision of the clergy is
not agreed upon by one side, he should not be forgiven to
call at the secular trial for testimony any clergy ..., to be
indebted to confess” (canon 59 of Carthage). Therefore, it
was prohibited for a clergy to be summoned to “the
secular trial in order for him to be indebted to confess”. As
a matter of fact, at the time, the right to be exonerated
from testifying before the Panel of Judges in the secular
instance, that is, of the Roman Tribunals, was enjoyed, by
the servants of the Temples.

By applying the principle of Roman Law — based on
which the minors and the persons who were not admitted
as accusers or as witnesses of the defense of the accused —
the Fathers of the Proconsular Africa have enjoined, also,
“not to admit to testimony as witnesses those on whom
there was commanded not to be received at the accusation
either, or whom the accuser brings from his house; and not
to receive — they were concluding — the testimony up to
the 14 years of age” (canon 131).

In the secular trial procedure the Fathers of Carthage
have learned, also, the ground for the decision they have
made — “collegialiter” and “synodaliter” — concerning the
prohibition of a bishop from deciding or to “give a
sentence in his own judicial affairs” (canon 107 Carthage).
The practice of summoning of the indicted three times to
attend the trial done by the bishops was, also, taken over
from the same trial procedure of the Tribunals from the
Roman Empire. We encounter the same thing, also, in the
case of soliciting of certain “judges” for the “hierarchical



judgment” (cf. canon 100 of Carthage). In that respective
case, the matter was about “the judges chosen from among
the bishops™ in order for them to judge a “bishop”. Yet,
we find among the judges solicited by the bishop
Maurentiu, also, ‘“his grace Augustine” (canon 100
Carthage), that is, his beatitude Augustine (F 430), what
makes obvious the fact that he possessed, also, some
knowledge of law (secular and ecclesiastical), not only of
philosophy and theology.

One of the Holy Fathers of first millennium, who
had a solid juridical and canonical formation, has left
behind him, also, some clarifying definitions concerning
the way in which they have understood the being of the
law, as well as its nature and its purpose in the human
society. The fact that this was the reality is confirmed for
us exactly by the works of some Fathers of the ecumenical
Church from the first millennium, such as, for instance,
Tertullian, St. Basil the Great, St. Ambrose of Milan,
Theophilus of Alexandria (1 412), Blessed Augustine, etc.

It should be, also, mentioned the fact that, the Law
was understood and defined by the Fathers of the
ecumenical Church from the first millennium in the spirit
of this Roman “jurisprudentiae” (jurisprudence), that is, of
those utterances on the being and nature of Law we
inherited from the coryphaei of the Roman School of Law,
such as, for instance, Celsus, Gaius, Ulpianus, Paulus, etc.
Yet, the thinking of the renowned Roman jurists have been
interpreted and expressed in the spirit of the Gospel of
Christ, Who is “the Way” and “the Truth” for those who
believe that He is “true God,” of “true God.”

To illustrate the above mentioned ideas, we will
present only a few of the assertions of the Eastern and
Western Fathers on the law, and by the fact itself, on its
nature and its purpose in the human society.



In the East, one of the first post-Apostolic Fathers,
who have left us interesting definitions on the Law, is
Clement of Alexandria, the founder of the Catechetical
(Theological) School from Alexandria (Egypt).

For Clement of Alexandria, who proved to be
“deeply versed in the ancient juridical thinking” and a
good “commentator”?’’ of them, “td 6v” of Plato and “0
wV” from the books of Prophet Moses (cf. Exodus 3:14),
were not anything else “but God,” and “vopoc” (the law)

is not anything else, either, than “0 @eoc”® (God). In
other words, the law is nothing else but an expression of
the divine will, and the Author of the Law is no one else
but God, as it was expressed in the old days by the Roman
jurists, as well.

For the same Holy Father of the post-Apostolic
Church, Clement of Alexandria, the power of the Law is
conditioned by a supreme moral value, id est, by “the
Good” (o éyaBov),?” which is the source of virtues.

In the accordance with St. Clement’s assertion,
“justice Is the most perfect virtue and greater than the
others” (tng te é&ml maol MavTeAOUS AQETNG
ducatoavvne)®®. Yet, he managed to make more precise

that “justice” (Owkatoovvn)—by which could be
understood “the state of moral perfection which results not
only from the satisfaction of the imperatives of the
juridical justice, but from the satisfaction of the
imperatives of good, which overcome the imperatives of

' iviu Stan, Ontologia Juris, Sibiu, 1943, p. 104.

28 Sf. Clement Alexandrinul, Stromata, lib. | cap. 8, in Migne, P.G.
VIII, 328.

% |dem, Pedagogus, lib. I cap. 8, in Migne, P.G. VIII, 328.

0 |dem, Stromata, lib. VII, cap. 3, in Migne, P.G. 1X, 421.



the immanent justice?®!, — it is identified and it is equal

with the Good, which overcomes both the “equity”” and the
“equality”?®,

Under its aspect as justice, the Law was,
consequently, defined by Clement of Alexandria in a
direct rapport with the Good.

The ontological relation between Law and Good is
conditioned — in the opinion of the same post-Apostolic
Father — by the Truth and by the divine Revelation, which
gives the Law “an explanation not only in harmony with
the Christian doctrine, but with the exactingnesses of the
reason, as well”?%,

Clement of Alexandria — one of the first Fathers of
the post-apostolic Church, who expressly refers to the
material Law — considers that the “natural law” (lex
naturale) is one and the same with ,, 0000¢
Aéyog”284(right thinking / reason), by which “the law”
(vopoc) manifests itself, and by the fact itself, the Law. In
point of fact, it must be said that “the natural law” or the
“natural right” are nothing else “but the right reason”, and
for this reason this law “should not be searched either in
the written laws or in anything else but in reason”?®°.

For another Father of the Eastern Church, St. Basil
the Great (1 379) — who has studied at the University at
Athens, also, the Law — “n &AnOng dikaitocvvr €oTiv O
Xpio16c”? (the right justice is Christ), since this is — as

81| Stan, op. cit., p. 106.

%82 Ibidem.

%8 Ibidem.

%84 Sf. Clement Alexandrinul, Stromatele, 11, cap. 4, in Migne P.G.
VIII, 952.

%5 Stan, op. cit., p. 104.

%6 Homil. XII in principium proverbiorum, par 9, in Migne, P.G.
XXXI, 404.



made more precise by the canon law scholar — “the virtue
by which to each one is given in accordance with his
worthiness that which belongs to him, or apportioning of
equality, which if it is difficult to be precisely done, it is
enough for us to do it with the most right thought.”*’

In accordance with St. John Chrysostom (1 407),
“to dlkouov” (the righteous one) must be regarded both
under the aspect of “voupov puoikov” (natural law), and
under the one of “dikatocivn” (righteousness). The same
ecumenical Father wanted to make more precise that God
(6 ®¢e0c), has endowed the “man” (tov avOpwrov) with
the natural law at the moment of his creation. But this was
made manifest by “conscience” (T0 cvveld0g), which has
allowed him to attain to the knowledge of good and of
what is not good®®®, that is, to distinguish the good from
the evil.

From the writings of the same ecumenical Father,
we learn that “the written law” (ypamtov vopov) has
been given after the natural law, by which the man has in
his conscience an “incorruptible judgment instance”
(dwdotpov  adékactov). For that reason, the
judgment of conscience is — in accordance with the
assertion of St. John Chrysostom — “nmaco @voicn 1
avOponivn apkovvta” (sufficient for the whole human
nature)®°.

In accordance with St. John of Damascus ( 749),
there are three kinds of law: “natural law” (0 vopog

QLOKOG ); the “written” law (ypamrtol) and the law “of

87 iviu Stan, op. cit., p. 111.

%8 Sf. loan Hrisostom, Omilia XII, par. 3 (Ad populum
Antiochenum), in Migne, P.G. XLIX.

%9 |dem, Expos. Ps. 157 par. 3, in Migne, P.G. LV, 482.



grace” (0 v yapv tvevpowkdc)* . Finally, it has to be
mentioned that the Father of the Easter Church’s
Dogmatics is the one who has reported the Law to the
value of holiness. And, as it was remarked by a canon law
scholar from this past century, “by reporting the law to
good, and then to holiness, as to a perfect form of good,
the moral nature of it is underlined and its dependence of
these superior values, and especially the law is brought for
the first time into a very direct relation with the
holiness™*".

The same holy ecumenical Father, John Damascene,

tells us that “holiness” (6ciov) is superior to the law
(Omép TO dikouov), and, getting to merge into “good” (TO
ayaB0ov), this endures “the injustice and forgives those
who make injustice, and even do good to them (xat

HEALOV edepyetety awtovc)™. It is obvious, that the
matter is about the superiority of the Christian law of love
as compared with the human law (cf. Romans 13:10; |
Cor. 13), “meaning that no law and no justice can ask
something more than love. And if the love is the realized
state, then there is no longer the need for any law, for any
justice, and for any right, since they have no role, there is
nothing for them to do any more, and then there is no
reason for existence for them ...”**. Indeed, if you
became worthy of the virtue of love of which holy Apostle
Paul speaks in his first epistle to Corinthians (cf. chapter
13), “you have no need of law, you have no need of right,
since you commit deeds which overcome the

20 gf |oan Damaschin, Fragmenta, col. 232, in Migne, P.G. XCV,
col. 232.

21| jviu Stan, op. cit., p. 116.

292 gf loan Damaschin, Dialectica, in Migne, P.G. XCIV, 669.

23 |_jviu Stan, op. cit., p. 114.



commandments of the right and of the law. Hence, the
right is useful and has a purpose only where there is no
love; and where there is no love, there is no perfection,
consequently, the law exists and carries out a mission
related to the state of imperfection of man, which means
that in the original state of perfection there is no law, and
the man does not need it”***,

Of the Fathers of the Western Church, we are going
to check only a few of them, namely, only those who have
left us some thinking and formulations on the Law, on its
nature and purpose.

First of them was Tertullian (f 240). Formed as a
jurist, and professing as a lawyer, Tertullian, who was the
first theologian-writer of Latin language, tells us that
beside the unwritten law, that is, “the natural law”, God
has given us, also, a “positive law”*®. The prototype of
this type of positive law was given to our ancestors, Adam
and Eve, in Paradise, since only they were — among all the
creatures — rational and free®®. This “primordiali lex”
(primordial law) which was given as “matrix omnium
praeceptorum Dei” (a measure for all the divine precepts),
that is of the laws of God, virtually contains “omnia
praccepta legis posterioris™®®’ (all the consequent laws).

Finally, we mention that, in the conception of
Tertullian, “the rule of law and the justice reside in
equity,”?® that is, in the equitable Law in which the moral
law is its defining element.

24 bidem.

2% Tertullian, Adversus ludaeos, cap. 11, in Migne, P.L. 11, 638-639.
2% |dem, Adversus Marcionem, lib. Il cap. VI, in Migne, P.L. 11, 315,
27 |dem, Adversus Judeos, cap. 11 in Migne P.L. 11, 637, 938.

2% 1dem, Apologet ad Genates, cap. IV, in Migne, P.L., I, 338, apud,
L. Stan, op. cit., p. 117.



Lactantius, another Western Father, asserts, also,
that “... the whole power of justice resides in equity”
(Justitiae vim in aequitate consistere)®®®. Yet, what does
the equity consist of? In accordance with the affirmation
of Lactantius, “the equity (aequitas) consists in making
oneself equal to the others (cum ceteris coaequandi), what
Cicero calls — as Lactantius informs us — equitableness
(quam Cicero aequabilitatem vocat). God, Who has
created the men — adds Lactantius — made them all equal
(omnes equos), that is, He wanted them to be equal to each
other (id est pares isse voluit) ... . Where not all of them
are equal, there is no equality (aequitas non est), and
inequality  (inequalitas) excludes justice (excludit
justitiam) whose purpose is exactly this one — to make
equal all of those who came to life with the same destiny
(pari sorte)®.

In accordance with Lactantius, the Law is
conditioned in its existence by the religion, and as such,
“to serve God (servire Deum), is nothing else but to do
good deeds (bonis operibus tueri) and to guard the justice
(conservare Justitiam),*®* that is, Righteousness.

It was rightfully remarked that, in accordance with
Lactantius, the Law has its ground for existence and its
supreme principle in “the divine existence”, and its reason
for existence is not anything else than “the guarding of the
equality of men, of the equality willed and established by
the Creator*%?, As a matter of fact, in accordance with the
opinion of the same Western Father — well versed in the

299 | actantiu, Divin Justit, lib. 111, cap. 21, in Migne, P.L., VI, 417.
%00 hidem, lib. V, in Migne, P. 1. VI, 383.

% Ipidem, lib. 111, cap. IX, in Migne, P.L., VI, 383.

%92 |_jviu Stan, op. cit., p. 118.



Roman Law — the very force of the law “resides in this
equality”*®,

For St. Hillary of Pictavium, “justice”
(righteousness) is understood and defined as a
“fundamentum pacis” (peace foundation), as an “amicitiae
concordia” (agreement of friendship), and as a
“unanimitatis vinculum™*®* (bond of unanimity).

For St. Ambrose, Archbishop of Milan — who was
formed as a jurist and is one of the renowned
representatives of the juridical Christian thinking — “the
human righteousness” (justitiam humana) stems from “the
divine justice.” He tells us, also, that, by knowing “a
veritate” (by the agency of truth) and by confessing it we
get “ad cognitionem Justitiae” (at the knowledge of human
justice), since “the Truth” (Veritas) means in fact equity
(aequitas) and justice (justitia)**®.

In accordance with St. Ambrose, the justice should,
consequently, be always reported and evaluated only by
the prism of the unique criterion, the Truth. Only this
makes that “the full justice” be named “true justice”, thus
distinguishing it “from the apparent or unfulfilled
justice,”*® which is founded on the inequity, and not on
the equity. In fact, in accordance with Ambrose,
Archbishop of Milan, only through such a justice,
“perfecta et bonitas™’, (fullness and perfect), could be
reached “the realization of a social equilibrium™3%.

% Ibidem.

%% Sf. llarie de Pictavium, Tractatus in psalm. 118, XVI, § 4, in
Migne, P.L., IV, 607.

%05 sf. Ambrozie, Arhiepiscop de Milan, Expositio in psalm, 118, in
Migne, P.L. XV, 1579; Expositio in Lucam I, VIII, P. L. XV, 1865
note 69.

06| Stan, op. cit., p. 119.

%7 5f. Ambrozie, Comentariu la Romani, cap. V, 7, in P.L., XVII, 95.
%08 | Stan, op. cit., p. 120.



The same ecumenical Holy Father tells us that only
through a Justice reported to the Truth, which is to have as
purpose the equitable distribution of goods, we may talk
about a “‘justitia...quae suum cuique tribuit” (justice by
which to aim at giving everyone what belongs to him), and
which does not have in view “utilitatem propriam” (his
own use), but “comunem aequitatem™* (community
equity), that is, the equity of the entire human society.
Only such a “justice” (righteousness) — St. Ambrose tells
us — serves ‘“‘societatem generis humani” (the society of
human race) and “ad communitatem™ (the human
community).

As to this “social aspect”, it should, therefore, be
mentioned, also, the fact that, this does not exist for itself
at St. Ambrose, and “not only for an individual, also, or
for some number of individuals; it exists for the entire
community of human race™. Yet, it is exactly these
specifying which made the jurists and canon law
specialists who have studied the work of Archbishop of
Milan to assert that he “... appears as the one who
completed the juridical reality more integral, succeeding in
making it more clear to us than many others, and to unite it
into a well condensed system his juridical thinking**2.

In concluding, we may assert that, for St. Ambrose,
the Law and the Justice have, first of all, a social
dimension, with an obvious humanist vocation, which was
in fact common both to the Eastern Fathers and to the
Western ones, from the period of the ecumenicity of the

%9 5f Ambrozie, Liber de Paradiso, cap. I1, in P.L., XIV, 298.
%19 | dem, De Oficiis, cap. 28, in P. L., XVII, 310.

811 Stan, op. cit., p. 120-121.

12 Ipidem, p. 121.



first millennium Church,**® but his juridical thinking
remains — as far as it is concerned — one to which anyone
could make references.

For another Father of the Western Church, Rufin,
“justitia” is reduced to “two words”, namely, “bonum
facere”, (to do well). That is why “the purpose of perfect
justice” (perfectae justitiae) is peace, namely the peace of
body “cum animo” (with the soul), and “of the soul with
God (animus cum Deo) ...”*!. Finally, for the same writer
and theologian of Latin language, Rufin, “justitia” is
“rectitude in voluntate™®", (a rectilinear direction of the
will).

In accordance with St. Jeronimus, justice is
conditioned by “veritatem” (truth) which is the “ground of
justice™ .

13 See, N.V.Durd, Le Regime de la synodalite selon la legislation
canonique, conciliaire, oecumenicque, du ler millenaire, Ed. Ametist,
92, Bucuresti, 1999, 1023p.; ldem, Monahismul in Dacia Pontica.
,,Céalugarii sciti (daco-romani) si contributia lor la afirmarea unitatii
ecumenice si la dezvoltarea culturii umanist-crestine europene, in
Biserica Ortodoxa Romana, CXXII (2004), nr. 3-4, p. 347-357; ldem,
Bisericile crestine si aportul lor la constructia Europei, in Analele
Universitatii Ovidius Constanta, Seria Teologie, nr. 1 /2006, p. 42-47;
Idem, Dreptul la demnitate umana (dignitas humana) si la libertate
religioasa. De la “Jus naturale” la “Jus cogens”, in Analele
Universitatii Ovidius. Seria: Drept si Stiinte Administrative, nr. 1,
2006, p. 86-128; Idem, The ‘Scythian Monks’ (Daco-Roman) and
their Contribution to the European Christian Humanist Culture, 2008,
in vol. Dialogue of Civilizations, ed. David Muskhelishvili, 2009,
Tibilisi (Georgia), p. 33-42.

** Rufin, Coment. La Ps. 32, in P.L., XXI, 757.

35 Sf. leronim, Coment. La lsaia, in P.L., XXIV, 36; P.L., XXII,
1099; P.L. XXII, 789; P.L. XXIV, 558.

%18 Rufin, Coment. La Ps. 32 ..., 758; Idem, Coment. La Ps. 36 and 37,
in P.L. XXI, 765.



In conformity with the definition left to us by
Blessed Augustine, justice is a “virtue by which everybody
gets whatever is his (qua sua cuique tribuuntur)”®"’.

The informed researcher can understand easily that
Blessed Augustine was quite familiar with sayings of the
Roman juridical thinking, that is, with the Roman
jurisprudence. That this was the reality is proven, also, by
the fact that this reproduces word for word the words of
the celebrated Roman jurist Ulpianus (second century after
Christ), for whom “justitia est suum cuique tribuere”
(Justice means to give everyone that which belongs to
him).

While reiterating the words of Rufin, Blessed
Augustine, asserted, also, that “ubi erit perfecta justitia,
ubi perfecta pax*'® (where there will be perfect justice,
will, also, be full peace).

The same Father of the ecumenical Church — who
has carried out his pastoral-canonical activity in his native
country, Proconsular Africa — tells us that the rules of the
Law and of the Justice, “... scripte sunt in libro lucis illius
quae veritas dicitur™®*® (are written in the book of that
light which is called the truth). Yet, the Truth is with God,
and “vera justitia” (the true justice) and “summa justitia”
(supreme justice), is “verus Deus™? (the true God). As
such, only from there, from the Truth “omnis lex
describitur” (any law is copied) and is imprinted “in cor
hominis qui operator justitiam™**! (in the heart of man who
commits justice).

317 Fer. Augustin, De libero arbitro, lib. I, cap. 13, in P.L., XXXII,
1235.

318 |dem, Enar in Ps. 147, P.1., XXXVII, 1930.

319 |dem, De Trinitate, 1. X1V, 15, in P.L. XLII, 1052.

320 1hidem.

321 1 dem, P.L. XXXIII, 461.



Therefore, in conformity with Blessed Augustine,
“the source of the law and of justice is the supreme truth”,
that is, God, and that is why “justice bears in itself the
image of truth and that serves it as a guide and censor, in
so much as justice could be regarded as a conformity with
the truth, or as a reflection of the truth in the human life;
wherefore the full righteousness is called, also, the true
justice™?.

In order for him to define the law and the justice,
Cassiodorus (Magnus Aurelianus) — the one who was a
friend and a colleague of St. Dionysius Exiguus ( 545)*%
at the Vivarium Academy of Calabria (Italy), and who has
left for us some words full of respect and admiration
shortly after our ancient Romanian has fallen asleep in the
Lord — has taken over the definitions of Cicero. Among
other things, Cassiodorus considered that “justitia” should
serve “pro communi utilitate” (for the public use) and to
give everybody “suam dignitatem™*** (his own dignity).

As it could be found out, also, from the text of this
definition, Cassiodorus proved himself to be a theologian
and a Christian philosopher of humanist formation. In fact,
by his affirmation that justice should give everybody his

%2 |_ stan, op. cit., p. 123.

%3 See, N. V. Durd, Striromanul Dionisie Exiguul si opera sa
canonicad. O evaluare canonici a contributiei sale la dezvoltarea
Dreptului bisericesc, in Ortodoxia, XLI (1989), nr. 4, p. 37-61; Idem,
Un daco-roman, Dionisie Exiguul, parintele dreptului bisericesc
apusean, in Studii Teologice, XLIII (1991), nr. 5-6, p. 84-90; ldem,
Denis Exiguus (Le Petit) (465-545). Précisions et correctifs
concernant sa vie et son oeuvre, in Revista Espafiola de Derecho
Canonico (Universidad Pontificia de Salamanca), L (1993), p. 279-
290; ldem, Monahismul in Dacia Pontica ..., p. 347-357.

%4 M. A. Cassiodorus, Exposit. in ps. 1,2 and De Anima, in P.L. LXX,
29, 1290.



own dignity*®®, Cassiodorus has preceded by fourteen

centuries the syntagm “expressis verbis” used, also, by the
authors of the Treaty which has instituted a Constitution
for Europe (Rome, 2004 and Lisbon, 2007, cf. article 6).

The last outstanding representative of the Western
Patristic, St. Isidorus of Seville, has realized the
quintessence — in his Etymologiarum®?® - almost the entire
sum of principles of the Roman Law and gave us back
with fidelity the classifications and the definitions of the
Law inherited from the Roman jurists. As a matter of fact,
in his work, Differentiarum®?’, liber 11, (the second book),
he wrote that “in judiciis aequitatem” (in the trial
procedure, equity should be kept).

From this succinct presentation on the way in which
the Law was perceived and defined by the Church Fathers
from the first millennium, both from the East and from the
West, we could found out that the sayings of the Roman
jurists on the nature and the purpose of the law were quite
familiar to them, and that they have used them not only as
a reference material, but as one of reflection, also; yet their
reflection was anchored in the Christian thinking of
humanist origin, which has found in the Holy Scripture its
very reason for existence. Likewise, the informed and the
less informed reader in the realm of Roman Law and of
the Philosophy of the Law, could have easily understood
that, for the Fathers of the ecumenical Church from the
first millennium, the law has constituted one of the
resistance levers of the edifice of human society — from

%22 See, N. V. Durd, Dreptul la demnitate umand (dignitas humana)...,
p. 86-128; Idem, Les droits fondamentaux de [’homme et leur
protection juridique, in Analele Universitatii Dundrea de Jos Galati,
Fascicula XXII, Drept si Administratie publica, nr. 2, 2008, p. 19-23.
%26 Isidor de Sevilla, Etymologiarum, in P.L. LXXXII, 130-203.

%27 |dem, Deffirentiarum, lib. 11, in P.L. LXXXIII, 95.



where arises the necessity for the Christians — and not only
for the Christians — to have knowledge — even if it is a
minimal one — both on the role of the Law in society, and
on the procedure in matter of trial (secular and
ecclesiastical).
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Priest Aleksi Kshutashvili
Doctor of Theology in Church Law

“Filthiness” of a woman
Orthodox Christian canonic-anthropological analysis

Summary
One of the delicate problems of Orthodox Church
doctrine about a human remains the question of woman
“filthiness”. In particular, during menstrual cycle and forty days
after delivery the woman is considered filthy, therefore she is

849 Excerpts from the Meeting of the Holy Synod of Antioch, 1997
May 26-27, 3930439469000 b omJools La3s 056 Jmls
odobrodool J3gd s6lgdnmo hdwommge 8396030l sGJoomzgbols
(bsgg®BorJmbel)  mgogosern®  Lodsn(ydemem  gqdbsemdo The
Word, september 1997.



prohibited to participate in religious rituals and in general,
approach closely to holy things; to be christened, confess, take
communion, get married, take consecrated water, Kiss icons,
light a candle and even enter church. Apart the fact that such
attitude toward the natural physiology of the women causes
rather serious dogmatic- anthropological problem (As how a
created by God human being can be filthy), also it often
presents a serious problem is priests’ missionary practice. The
women develop the inferiority complex, and Christianity takes
negative image, as a result, church loses its parish.

It is remarkable, that such non-unique attitude towards
women was reflected in some canonical and liturgical texts, for
example, in canonical epistles of beatific Dionysus of
Alexandria, St. Timothy of Alexandria and St. John the Faster
is said that during menstrual cycle a woman is filthy and she is
prohibited to approach closely to holy things.  In the practice
of church there are cleansing prayers to be read to women on
the first day of delivery and fortieth day thereafter, from which
originates the speculation as if the women were carriers of filth
during forty days after delivery.

On the basis of studying the Bible text, Christian
anthropology and other ancient canonical texts, the author
concludes that such unnatural attitude towards the women’s
natural physiological phenomena originates from Old
Testament Judaic religion and also pagan folk imaginations,
which are absolutely strange to real Christian dogmatic priests.

Church teaches that a human may become filthy only
because of committed bodily or spiritual sins; and natural body
functions can by no means estrange a human from God.

Consequently, during the menstrual cycle and post-
delivery period a woman can as usually go to church, kiss icons,
light candles, take holy water, sing chants, etc. In urgent
situations a woman can also take communion and be christened
as well.
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State Governement by Mose’s ligislation

Summary

For the State building’s origins in in the Bible, along
with many other details, the problem management system is
presented. Reason may be a different thing, but the next line to
the fact that people can not build a nation out of slavery before
the national political establishment will not happen. This latter
condition is satisfied in itself implies a management system
selection. Therefore, the Bible is suggesting that a different
management systems from Israel for it to be acceptable, as for
their historical experience would not be strange, and also the
people's attitude towards the system as a positive act.
Besides the above, the management system that will establish
the historical background, we should defined state management
method which to relize interests of the people, and most
importantly, rule out the autocratic government. Theocratic rule,
for which lIsrael was established, in principle rule out any idea
of the autocratic leadership, which is the practical realization of
the people, by the election management bodies should imaginer.
The Bible in Israeli elections have no direct reference to, but
separate epizodes terms of studying and then go to the
conclusion that Israel's theocratic system of governance is an

essential part of people's elected governing bodies.
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Zaza Vashakmadze

MA in Church Law and Church History
Phd Student of Saint Andria First Called
Georgian University

Direction: International Law

For the thesis on Freedom of Religion in the International
Law

Summary
The thesis consists of four chapters.
Chapter | is Necessity of Religion, which refers to the concept
of as well as points of view about religion and faith.
Chapter 1l is International Agreements on Religion and Faith,
concerning all main international agreements all over the world
governing freedom of religion and faith.
Chapter Il is Freedom of religion and Faith in Europe, which
presents specific cases discussed at the European Court of
Human Rights.
Chapter IV is Decisions Made by The European Court of
Human Rights where decisions of each case are discussed
critically and decision of Strasburg Court on Article 9 of Euro
Convention is analyzed.
The abovementioned thesis is one of the first works in Georgian
reality discussing freedom of religion and faith with the point of
view of the international law.
It should be mentioned that this is a very delicate issue which is
to be treated carefully as there is still much to be done with this
respect in our country. Correct statement of this issue and its



proper settlement, according to political interests of Georgia,
would once and for all remove many problems and claims from
the agenda.
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Archil Metreveli
Ma in Church Law and History

Wearing of Man’s Apparel by Woman (Canonical analyze
Summary

Present research, consist of tow parts. The first — Spirit
of church legislation and interpretation of holy canons -
includes a discussion over the principles and methods of
interpretation and generalization of holy canons, although it
doesn’t settle the question, but focuses on the canonical
tradition of enactment respecting particular historical problem,
as well as on the need of foreseeing the essence and the
historical reality of a particular problem in case of interpretation
of holy canon. In the second part — Church legislation about
wearing of man’s apparel by woman - canonical expediency of
wearing a man’s apparel by woman is discussed. Note that, this
part doesn’t include discussions about all aspects of the
problem, but focuses only on the particular canons related to the
problem.

Preparation of the research by this system is caused by
the close connection of these tow problems in the modern
practice of Georgian Orthodox Church, as stated in the



following: on the one hand, a neglect of practice to interpret
holy canon in historical context, creates a problem of fully
understanding of spirit of particular canon, and on the other
hand, unforeseeing the difference between historical reality,
which existed during the enactment, and modern reality
disagrees with the scientific methods of interpretation and
generalization of the holy canons offered by the Canon Law.

This problem appears in our reality in the following
form: while interpreting the holy canons of Deuteronomy - 22:5
(Old Testament), Regional (Local) Council of Gangra - 13,
VIl Ecumenical Council - 62, there are discussions about
wearing of man’s apparel by woman without considering the
historical realities, as particular problems, which were preceded
by enactment.

Neglecting the absolute difference between historical
and modern realities, the prohibition of wearing man’s apparel
by a woman is spread on wearing of trousers by a woman.

Therefore, we have two types of confusion: 1. Equaling
modern trousers to the man’s historical (existed during the
enactment) apparel; and 2. Equaling the spirit of prohibitions of
these canons — transvestism, participation in heathen rituals,
supposed ascetic, to the modern problem - the threat of sexual
temptation of others by the wearing of trousers.

In a result, we have a very difficult problem, which
confronts to the practice of church life, as well as the science of
canonical law.

It is impossible to equalize the threat of sexual
temptation by wearing of trousers by woman (which still is an
underdeveloped and vague problem) with the transvestism,
participation in heathen rituals or supposed ascetic. As far as the
modern problem, if we consider it as such, in its essence is quite
different from the problems set out in these canons, the usage of
these canons in respect to this problem is not permitted.

The solution of the problem set out in the present
research is to protect the scientific methods and principles of the
interpretation and generalization of holy canons offered by the
Canon Law. The aim of this research is to remind these
principles and methods. The discussion of this concrete issue in



frameworks of particular problem makes it more visible and
practically demonstrative.
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Problem of Juridical recognition of wedding
(in relation to State Religion)

Summary

Legal non-recognition of wedding is one of the
important problem of Georgia today, as this fact causes more
exasperation of demographic problems in the country , because
it increases the number of divorced families. “The principle of
single marriage” is not familiar for the Civil Law. Based on
the topicality of the problem, we decided to consider the
problem of necessity of declaration of State Religion in Georgia
in relation to conferring the legal status to the fact of wedding.
The place of legality of Christian Religion in Georgia is rather
unclear. The Article No 9 of the Constitution of Georgia
declares complete freedom of faith and confession, though it
admits especial role of Apostle Autocephaly of Orthodox
Church in the History of Georgia and its independence from
the Government, but still, the borders of admission is not
definite, it is not cleared out. The same problem arises in case of
legal regulation of wedding, as due to the Law of Georgia “The
Government admits wedding ceremony performed by Church
according to the rules, stated by the Law. In Legal relations are



used only the data of Civil Registration of Marriage”. As it is
well shown here, the Law avoids the definition of concepts and
by ambiguous norms makes attempt to keep away from the
problems concerning solving this issue. It is clear, that
conferring legal status to wedding will arise a lot of problems
(for instance: age of marriage, complicated procedures of
divorce), but we would like to clarify, that we consider that it is
necessary to confer only the juridical force to wedding but not
obligatory feature. We also mention here, that in many
European countries wedding has got legal force and the
newlyweds may have choice — either they make registration
according to the Civil Law, or they will register their marriage
by wedding ceremony. In our opinion, it is not necessary to
have State Religion in the country in order to confer legal status
to wedding/
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The student of V111 semester of faculty of law

For the Issue of Relation between State of Georgia and
Georgian Church (in connection to patrimony and
other proprietorial rights)

Summary

The thesis discusses constitutional agreement on
patrimony and other proprietorial rights between Georgian
Orthodox Church and state of Georgia. The mentioned
document was signed on October 14, 2002 in
Svetitskhoveli Cathedral Church in Mtskheta.

Articles 6, 7 and 8 of the agreement regulate
relations between state of Georgia and Georgian Church in
connection to patrimony. These articles consist of several
paragraphs, but main concept of the issue is expressed in
the following norms: Patrimony of the Church and other
proprietorial rights are protected by law. The Church may
own any kind of property not prohibited by the legislature
of Georgia. The Church owns, uses and manages its non-
service property in accordance with church legal norms
and applicable law of Georgia. Service produce
manufactured, imported and distributed by the Church as
well as donations and land of non-economic use are free of
taxes. The state recognizes orthodox churches,
monasteries (active and inactive), their ruins and plots on
which they are located on the whole territory of Georgia to
be in the ownership of the Church. The state recognizes
church treasury (except for that in private ownership)
under state protection (in museums, depositories) to be in
the ownership of the Church. The above treasure as a part
of entire national treasure is under joint ownership of the



state and the Church according to applicable law of
Georgia (except for holy parts and relics).

In a hierarchical system, according to the
Constitution of Georgia, the above constitutional
agreement comes after the supreme law of Georgia. This
document resolved problems that faced both the state and
the Church for a long time. And the problem was caused
by abolishing Georgia’s centuries-long statehood in
1801by Russia and abolishing autocephaly of Georgian
Church in 1811 leading to confiscation of almost entire
patrimony including churches, monasteries and other
ecclesiastical inventory.
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