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General characterization of the work
Relevance of a subject

Studying o human values is one of the most important tasks of
Social Psychology and Personality Psychology. The forming of the
Personality Value System is affected by variety of internal and external
factors such as political and social environment, culture, family,
personal characteristics and religion. The hierarchy of values can be
changed during the period of radical political and social reforms which
are accompanied by the reevaluation of old value systems and creation
of the new ones.

The history of Georgia is full of struggle between various values
that was caused by the changes of current socio-political situations. It is
especially connected with the period after the collapse of The Soviet
Union. Thus, it is important and relevant to know how our society has
changed during the last 20-25 years, what kind of transformations
took place in its value system, which ones have the dominant positions,
what are the modern trends in society in terms of religion, how
important is piety for people, is there any difference between the value
systems of various religious confessions and nonbelievers’ society, and if
there is any, how much significant it is, can it cause problems to
cohabitation of people of different Denominations in Georgia.

Research hypothesis
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Together with other factors religion strongly influences
forming of the Personality Value System. Whereas the structure of
a nonbeliever’s value system is stipulated by his/her individuality,
the values of a believer should correspond the values of the religion
he/she confesses.

Taking this idea into consideration we outlined two hypothesis
at the beginning of our survey:
1. The Value Systems of believers and atheists differ from each
other;
2. The Value Systems of the confessors of various religions differ
from each other.

The goal of the research carried out by us was to test these
hypotheses.

The main goal and objectives of the research

The main goal of our research was to study the values of the
believers-in-God and atheists living in Georgia, to find out whether
there is difference in their Value Systems or not, also, which are the
leading values for confessors of traditional religions and atheists and, if

there is any difference between the value systems of the believers
conventional religions.

of

Therefore we had to study the literature as well as research
dedicated to the religiosity problems and values in order to interview
adherents of traditional religions and atheists to study the peculiarities
of their Value Systems, process the results of the surveys and analyze

them.

Scientific novelity and main results of the work
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The scientific novelty of this work is that such a research, in which
the Value Systems of confessors of the traditional religions and of
atheists are compared, has never been conducted in Georgia.

Besides, until today, during the studies of Value Systems, a person
was considered to be a believer according to his own self-appraisal. Of
course, it is important whether a man considers himself to be a believer
or not, but we took into account not merely subjective criterion ( self-
appraisal) but also objective one — i.e. how concrete religion identifies a
believer. On this account the groups for a research were defined as
follows: we considered the believer a person who receives and accepts
the doctrines of the agreeable religion and is a member of a parish.

The important novelty is that by helping of statistical and
mathematical methods we made forecast about how the increase or
decrease of religious groups in number changes society and what kind
of ideological changes will occur in the Human Value System.

The main result of the research is confirmation of our hypothesis
that the Value Systems of believers, atheists and confessors of various
religions differ from one another. Believers’ priority values are
Collectivistic ones (Benevolence, Conformity, Security), but atheists
prefer  Individualistic =~ Values (Achievements, Independence,
Stimulation). For believers it is important to live a spiritual life but for
atheists such a life appeared to be unacceptable. The results of variance,
factorial and regressive analysis showed differences in the Value
Systems of confessors of various religions. According to the analysis it
also appeared that religion has the greatest influence on forming Value
Systems; Religion is followed by the rest of the factors, such as,
nationality and age, used in our survey as for gender, education,
employment and financial conditions they have less impact on forming
those values.

Theoretical and methodological basics of the survey
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Theoretical basic of this work are Psychology, Theology,
Philosophy, Mathematics, selective studies and etc. The aim of the
studies is related to the Social Psychology - one of the important fields
of Psychology, however, due to the objectives the work largely
embraced the fields of Religion, Gender, Labor and General
Psychologies. The work is based on the theoretical regulations of
Human Value Systems, developed by Schwartz. The survey was
carried out by using a closed questionnaire. Interviewing was
conducted individually and we had opportunities to observe each
respondent’s attempts, facial expressions, involuntary reactions and
attitudes towards the questionnaire.

Empirical Method — We used quantitative and qualitative research
methods. With the help of quantitative research method and by means
of statistical and mathematical regulations the distribution and
frequency detection of quantitative characteristics of concrete groups
was revealed. As for qualitative method, it gave us the chance of an in-
depth study of the phenomenon. Analytical study was aimed at
describing social problem as well as disclosing its driving forces and
reasons.

The selection was carried out by using ‘Cluster Random Sampling’
method in full compliance with all the rules. In other words sampling
unity was representable and the obtained results could’ve been
generalized on the whole society. Special means, instruments of
research, of obtaining, processing and analyzing of raw data were
developed, which ensured high quality of prognosis based on the results.
In the course of data processing all results obtained by descriptive
statistics were rechecked and specified using conclusive statistical
methods. Statistical reliability significance were also checked.

Theoretical value of the work

Theoretical significance of the work consists primarily in the
development of value system research methodology. Before the
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beginning of the study Schwartz’s value system survey was used in
Georgia several times. Although in none of the researches was it ever
mentioned how much was the survey adapted to the peculiarities of
Georgian society or determined the reliability of the results. During our
research we probed and adapted aforementioned survey on the Georgian
polulation.

Based on the results of empirical parts, for atheists and 5 religious
groups were defined value peculiarities which are typical for specific
tendencies. It was also defined various value tendencies which could be
formed by means of reducing or increasing the followers of this or that
religion.

Practical significance of the work

The results of the research can be used in different ways. One of
the ways is creating psychological portrait of a believer and an atheist.
The portrait should comprise the following questions: what is the
priority for each group, what kind of behavior should we expect from
them, what sort of external or internal conflict can personality have,
what is atheist or believer awaiting from life, what dangers they face,
what obstacles can they overcome or, vice versa, what problems will be
difficult to avoid, what concerns or stimulate them and so on. To some
extent these research results can help national policy to establish proper
relations with the representatives of various religions, - it will clear up
what kind of conflict can occur between people or groups with
different values and how can this be displayed in different
circumstances (self-rescue or self-expression), how to deal with the
situation if any conflict erupts between them or if their relationship
can become mutually enriching e.g. by making discussions and etc.

It can also help to conduct Ethno-Policy as far as some
representatives of various religions belong to certain ethnic groups, e.g.
the only representatives of Monophysites in Georgia are Armenians
and the followers of Judaism are only Jews.
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The above mentioned results can be taken into consideration by the
experts working with different religious groups according to the
outlook of their representatives.

The results can be taken into account by clergy in terms of
interaction with parishioners.

The value research results, of both believers and atheists living in
Georgia can support researchers of some fields of science (Psychology,
Sociology) in further study of the Value Systems of religious and
nonreligious people as well as of Georgian society in general. They can
also help students of different stages to plan researches, design them
and define their tasks.

The results showed that a share of such values as Conventionalism,
Benevolence, Universalism and Security are more in women than in
men. Therefore, against the background of the existing problems
(restoration of territorial integrity, regulation of foreign affairs etc.) it
would be reasonable to increase participation of women in legislative
and executive powers.

The work will be in great use for the teachers of secondary and
high schools. The research results substantiated that young generation
owns significant potential in terms of Stimulation, Independence and
Achievement . Such potential will lay foundation for bringing up the
generation which will be able to create an advanced, independent,
unified, socially oriented and safe country. In this effort it is necessary
to take into account ideological peculiarities of the people of different
regions.

The work can be interesting for those people who are keen on our
current socio-psychological an religious processes.

The structure and volume of the work

The work contains 229 pages taped on the computer, including 161
pages of text. Keyboarding operation is done in Sylfaen-12. The text
consists of introduction, two chapters and a conclusion. Introduction
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itself consists of 6 parts, the first chapter contains 6 paragraphs, while
the second one 4 paragraphs. The 4-th paragraph of the second chapter
consists of 7 subchapters, the 2-nd, 3-rd and 5-th subchapters of which
respectively contain 2, 5 and 2 parts. 97 schedules, 3 diagrams and 1
map are also used.
The work is accompanied by a reference of used literature, it

consists of 109 naming and an attachment which includes:

1. The questionnaire, by means of which the research was conducted;

2. The keys to the questionnaire;

3. Working schedules.

The basic contents of the work
Annotations of the chapters

The work contains two chapters: review of the literature and an
empirical unit.

Literature review embraces the survey of different scientists’ and
researchers’ works about values and piety (religiosity). This chapter
consists of 6 paragraphs.

The first paragraph (,,Value Concept”) refers to the interpretation
of the different authors’ (G. Olport, M. Rokich, R. Inglhart, K. Rojers,
Sh. Schwartz, D. Uznadze and etc.) views about the definition and
evaluation of human value system. There we discussed basic Human
Value Theory provided by Sh. Schwartz, 10 motivational types,
segregated by him, which are united in Collectivistic and Individualistic
value groups and his attitude towards the mentioned types.

In the second paragraph (,Formation of Value System”) is discussed
the factors which affect Human Value System. Special attention is paid
to the influence of religion in the formation of Value System.
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The third section (,Measurement Values”) refers to a variety of
research experiments and the methods by which researchers are trying
to measure and evaluate the value systems of the individual and society.

The following paragraph (,Religion and its Impact on the People”)
refers to how different authors designate religion as a value, what are
the characteristics of religious people in contrast to the non-religious
ones, what influence has religion on their inner world and behavior,
what role do Clinical Psychology and counseling confer to religion and
what are the functions of religion and spirituality in the life of people.
There is also brief information about the traditional religions spread in
Georgia. The paragraph deals with the opinions of atheists and atheism
as being skeptic towards the supernatural forces.

Fifth paragraph (,Religiosity and its Types”) discusses opinions of
various authors about the types of religion, about their attempts to
classify religiosity. In different periods of time scientists singled out
several forms of religion: mature and immature, veritable and
utilitarian, mystical and canonical, authoritarian and humanistic,
external and internal, and tried to find out the people's religiosity types
by means of tabulating religious orientation scales.

The sixth paragraph of the chapter (,Research Review”) contains
the discussion of Human Values System researches, which were
conducted by various authors in different periods of time. These were:
"World Value Survey"' - WVS, which since 1981 has been 6 times
conducted around the world; "European Values Study" - EVS, which
has covered the major European countries; researches conducted in
different countries and in different ways by using Schwartz's Value
Survey Questionnaire; The studies of values and piety in Russia and
Ukraine; Also in Georgia, studies conducted by "International Center of
Conflict and research" by the researchers: M. Chitashvili; E.
Chomakhidze, j. Kopaliani and y. Lordkipanidze; L. Tarkhnishvili, c.
Zedania, n. Sumbadze, a. Gogiava, n. Chikviladze studies by.

The second chapter is an empirical unit, which consists of 4
paragraphs.

Paragraph 1 — ,Raise A Point” . At the beginning of the research
we set objective to make inquiries about the values of confessors of
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traditional religions (Orthodoxy, Catholicism, Monophysitism, Islam,
Judaism) and atheists living in Georgia. Therefore, our task was to
survey the confessors of traditional religions and atheists for the
purpose of studying their value system peculiarities, then process and
analyze the results.

Paragraph 2 — ,Research Methods”. This section discusses the value
system methodology developed by Schwartz . The first part of
Schwartz's questionnaire (which was used in our study) consists of two
lists of values: the first is represented by the 30 terminals, while the
second one — by 27 Instrumental Values. We added two questions,
which concerned a person’s feeling of happiness and his/her tolerance
to other religious faiths and people with different lifestyle.

Paragraph 3 — ,Description of the Research and Data Processing”.
The survey was conducted from January 1, 2013 to January 1, 2015 in
the various regions of Georgia. The respondents were: confessors of
traditional religions (Orthodoxy, Catholicism, Monophysitism, Judaism,
Islam) and atheists living in Georgia. In total of 600 respondents.

In the research participated the people of 8 nationalities and
levels (Georgians, Russians, Greeks, Italians, Armenians, Azerbaijanis,
French, Jewish), of both sexes, of two age levels (under 30 years old and
above 30), of two levels of education (high, medium), of two levels of
employment (employed, unemployed) and of three levels of financial
positions (good, average and minimum).

Prior to 6 months we conducted the basic research of
questionnaire approbation, which showed that the questionnaire is
adapted and valid for the society and could be used for basic research.
On completion of the main research with the help of SPSS we counted
the indicator reliability for the questionnaire, as well as for the
additional information by using the Cronbach’s Alpha. The total data (>
0.7) and each indicator -0,69-0,73 turned out to be reliable.

Paragraph 4 — , The Research Results And Their Analysis”. Firstly,
we compared the distribution of means according to Instrumental and
Moral Values among respondents of all groups, as well as among
believers and atheists individually and among all five groups of
believers. As a result it was found that believers are characterized by
collectivistic values (,Benevolence”, ,Conformity”, ,Security”), and
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atheists by - individualistic values (,,Achievement”, ,Independence”,
»Stimulation”).

The values such as: ,Peace throughout the world”, ,Family
Safety”, ,True friendship”, ,Respect for Parents and Adults,” ,Loyal,”
~Honest” became of great importance for believers. The lesser ones
appeared to be: ,Social Power”, ,Authority”, ,Wealth”, ,Spoiled”,
~-Enjoying life”, ,,Obedient to Life Situation”. ,Spiritual Life” turned up
also very significant for believers.

For atheists’ values of the highest significance were: ,Freedom”,
»Equality”, ,Inner Harmony”, ,Purposeful”, ,Independent”, ,Healthy”.
The values of low estimation were: ,Spiritual Life”, ,Social Ownership”,
»oelf-discipline”, ,,Pious”, ,,Obedient To Life Situation”, ,Spoiled”.

As for the followers of different religions, some of the values are
important to all 5 religious groups. These values are: , True Friendship”,
,Family Security”, ,Peace Throughout the World”, ,Spiritual Life”,
»Respect of Traditions”, ,Courtesy”, “Social Justice”, ,National Security”,
»Respect for Parents and Elderly people®, ,Honest”, ,Faithful”,
»Responsible”, ,Pious”, but the less important values for all 5 religious
groups are: ,Social Power”, ,Pleasure”, ,Authority”, ,Spoiled”,
~-Enjoying Life”, ,Obedient to Life Situation”, ,Influential”, ,Brave”.
However, it should be noted that tiny distinctions between the Value
Systems of various religious confessors provide sufficient results to
determine the differences between religious groups.

The analysis showed that all the values of atheists and believers, as
well as all religious groups, except Universalism, have a high level of
credibility, e. i. according to the faith, distinction among values is
statistically significant, which means that religiosity or non-religiosity,
as well as membership of various religious confessions affect the rest of
the values except Universalism. This confirms both of our hypothesis,
according to which the value systems of believers and atheists, as well
as followers of various religious faiths are different from each other.

Analysis carried out according to various variables (ethnicity,
gender, age, employment, education, wealth) showed that distinctions
are the most reliable in terms of faith, which means that faith has
enormous influence on the formation of a person's Value System, it is
also affected by the nationality and age. Other indicators (gender,
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employment, education and material well-being) give differences only
according to separate values.

For the purpose of testing our hypothesis we distinguished the
main factors that affect the human life style and behavior. With the
believers, in the first main factor were located Collectivistic values,
and with atheists — Individualistic ones. Factor analysis revealed the
differences between the followers of various religions, their leading
and secondary values are not the same. This reaffirms that both our
hypothesis are correct.

The analysis also revealed that the growth of religiousness among
believers increases Collectivist values: Conformity, Conventionality and
Benevolence, and lowers Independence and Power. Safety is also
reduced, which is probably due to the fact that religiousness gives
people a feeling of safety and they have less need for Security.

The picture is different with atheists: the growth of non-
religiousness among them increases Universalism, Independence and
Power, as well as raises demand for Security, but the significance of
Collectivistic Values decrease.

Analysis carried out in various religious groups revealed that the
growth of Orthodoxy increases Collectivistic values and decreases
Individualistic ones, as well as reduces the need for Security. The
exception is Stimulation, which is increasing. With Catholics the
growth of religiosity reduces the Individualistic values and Security.
With Monophysites the growth of religiosity reduces Achievement and
Power and increases Hedonism. Among Muslims the growth of
religiosity reduces Stimulation and Hedonism, increases Security. As for
Jews among them the raise of religiosity causes the increase of
Conventionality and Achievement and decrease of Universalism and
Independence.

As we can see the values of believers and atheists, as well as various
religious groups differ from each other also by regression analysis.

In the process of studies apart from Schwartz's List of values the
respondents had to answer two additional questions. The first was about
the feeling of happiness, the second - the human tolerance towards
different groups of the society.
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Feeling Happiness— According to the findings from all groups of
respondents, the assessment of feeling happiness showed that 87.1%
out of 600 respondents consider themselves happy and 1.5%,- unhappy,
however, it should be noted that 500 out of the 600 respondents were
religious people.

Provided data was evaluated by considering religions and
respondents’ groups. As it turned out, among the representatives of all
five religions ,Feeling Happiness” has equally high position (81-92%)
than among atheists (80,0%), who have positive response to a version
»,Unhappy”(7%), in comparison with religious respondents, whose
answer to ,Unhappy” is 0-1%.

»Tolerance”, according to various indicators - the second additional
question included in the questionnaire concerned Tolerance towards
people belonging to several groups of the society. The results of our
study were evaluated according to our respondents’ all independent
variables - (religion, nationality, age, gender, employment, education,
financial status) also, taking into account their groups. As the survey
showed, attitude towards the people of the same category is similar
notwithstanding their religion, nationality, age, gender, and so on.

The most tolerant attitude emerged towards ethnic minorities,
traditionally living together with us. Tolerant attitude also emerged
towards other races and followers of different religions or confessions.
About 15% of respondents have a negative attitude towards the couples
living together without marriage, but most of them yet have a neutral
attitude to such groups. Couples living out of wedlock are unacceptable
for religion, that is why there is serious negative opinion about them.
Less negative attitude towards such couples have Catholics, atheists, the
Italians, the French and young people under 30 to. To foreign workers
more negatively are disposed Orthodox Christians, Muslims, Georgians,
Azerbaijanis, elderly people and those with material difficulties.
Relatively more negative attitude emerged towards AIDS patients.
Finally, the most negative attitudes was recorded towards drunkard
(average 70-80%), drug user (average of 80-85%) and homosexual
(average 60-70%) .

Similar attitudes towards the people of various categories despite
their faith, nationality, age, gender, and so on, in our opinion, is due to
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the conditions existing in Georgia. When the leading factor is self-
rescuing, talking about High Values is too early. On the one hand, we
have a society in which there functioned tolerant cultural norms and
relationships, but an attitude towards the people of different types still
appeared to be not completely acceptable. In the conditions of self-
rescuing neither believers nor atheists can behave flawlessly. It can be
said that such an attitude does not have an individual character and in
general, people who have problems are unacceptable for society.

Conclusion

The given work deals with main values of believers and atheists
living in Georgia.

The results of our research showed that the value systems of
believers in God and atheists differ from each other. Terminal and
Instrumental values revealed that for believers priority is Collectivist
values, and for atheists — individualistic ones. Believers are focused on
family values, relatives, respect for others, universal peace, but as for
unacceptable values for this or that society, they are less important for
them.

For atheists Freedom, Equality and inner harmony are more
important than Friendship and Deference to others’ opinions. For them
such values as ,,Purposeful”, ,Independent” and , Healthy” are priorities.

Grouping values according to motivational types showed that for
believers  Collectivistic =~ values  (Benevolence, Conformity,
Conventionalism) are of high importance, while for atheists
Individualistic values (Achievement, Independence, Stimulation, Power
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and Hedonism) are in the preferable position, because, as we have
already mentioned, they are more focused on their own achievements
and individual success.

It appeared, that for believers also it is very important to live a
spiritual life, which is unacceptable for atheists.

The growth of religiosity increases Collectivistic values, such as:
Conformity, Conventionalism and Benevolence and decreases
Independence and Power. Security is also reduced, and the reason of it
probably is that religiosity provides a person with the feeling of
Sacurity and he/she has less need for security.

With atheists the growth of non-religiosity increases Universalism,
Independence and Power, also need for Security, but as for
Collectivistic values, their significance are reduced.

The followers of different religions studied by us have in some
respects similar, but overall dramatically different Value Systems.
According to Terminal and Instrumental values it turned up that some
of the values are important for all 5 religious groups. The values of
lesser importance are also similar. However, differences according to all
57 values reach considerable limit and we can convincingly say that
various religious groups studied by us have different value systems.
Differences were revealed in all 10 value groups except Universalism.
Differences were found out between various religious groups also by
means of Regressive Analysis.

Both our hypothesis were confirmed by the study. The Value
Systems of believers as well as of that atheists and confessors of other
religions differ from each other.
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