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Levan Tkeshelashvili
Solomon I (the Great) of Imereti

Among the monarchs of Bagrationi Dynasty one can name numerous
dignified kings and among them it is noteworthy to mention Solomon I,
King of Imereti who worked and lived in XVIII century. By his persistent
and deliberate actions he saved the endangered country. In spite of the
hardest foreign and internal political situation he proceeded three decades
imbued with Christian world view ideology, and directly opposed the
Ottoman largest Empire, which for the time being had captured more than
one third of the Georgian territory. In addition to the Ottomanss threat,
Georgia was being destroyed by the actions of the unfaithful noblemen, as
the existence of the powerful king on the throne was unacceptable to them
and at the same time they were involved in «slave trade» which especially
weakened West Georgia. In this hardest period a 17- years-old King
Solomon I gets the throne and instead of support their own family members
confront him, including his grandfather - Levan Abashidze, mother —
Tamar Abashidze and uncles - Mamuka Abashidze and Giorgi Bagrationi.
Despite so many hardships, the young king was able to overcome all these
obstacles and saved the country from destruction. Numerous important
issues on the stint of Solomon I have not been explored yet, the general
public is unaware of the hero kingss greatest merit before the nation, the
king who had the honor to be called «the Other Builder» (second after
‘David the Builder’) and « the Light of Christians> « by his contemporaries.

Solomon I cared much for the restoration of churches and for making
them prettier. As a number of churches had been destroyed to the ground
by the Ottomans, and in the majority of them church service was abolished.
Scattered and captured were the estates of the Church and they no longer
had the material and economic ability to perform their function. Through
his policy King Solomon was able to find and return the the captured estates
to the Church, which gave the Church the possibility to support King
Solomon in the struggle against the enemy. In this sense, the Church is
especially important in the struggle against the ‘slave trade’.

With his determination and tenacity Solomon I was able to eliminate
the nobleman enriched by making problems to other people. King Solomon
was still young when he dared to do what his predecessors had not been
able to do - soon after his coronation he banned the ‘slave trade’ and thus
made himself be confronted by the noblemen who were involved in this
case as the ‘slave trade’ was a good source of income for them for years and
this caused their dissatisfaction. King Solomon also made himself be
confronted by the main customer - the Ottoman Empire for it was in the
interests of the Impire to restore the ‘slave trade’ in West Georgia.
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