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NODAR KAKABADZE

Traditional Lazetian martial weapons craftsman. Born in1937

Helvachauri, Sarpi
Language and literature specialist and teacher.
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graduated from the Georgian State Uni-

versity as a linguist. Since 1969 I've been

teaching in a school in Sarpi. | have 3 chil-

dren and 5 grandchildren. | make old laze-
tian traditional martial weapons.

The catapult has been used since the
Stone Age. I've got a little work table where
| make them. | was taught how to make cat-
apults 50 years ago and in those days they
were using cannabis to weave them.

Topaji is a piece of wood in the form
of a cone with a height of 8-10cm and a top
diameter of 5-6 cm. A rope (3mm wide) is at-
tached to a 70-80 cm long stick. The idea is to
tie the rope around the wooden cone and by
lifting the stick up into the air get the cone spin-
ning and then by whipping the cone with the
same rope to let it spin longer. They say this
was a type of exercise for children to master
martial arts, since the whip in early times was
an essential martial weapon. For example in
“The Knight In The Tiger’s Skin” Tariel, who
mastered Topaji in his childhood, killed King
Rostevan’s 12 guards with his whip alone.
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Mili-Oini is a game that consists of two sticks, one smaller (25-28cm long with one side
shaped in a way so it can stand on the ground), the second larger (70-80 cm long and as thick as a
thumb), is used to beat the first one. After the first strike the smaller stick spins up into the air. The
aim is to hit it in the middle so it would fly as far as possible so that your opponent can’t catch it.

Khami —Qini . The aim of this game is for kids to stick a knife into the ground after spinning it
in the air. This also develops the skills to handle a knife correctly from an early age.

Kale-Oini “fortress siege” is a game to develop a strategic mind.
lesir —Oini is a game with a mission to free prisoners from the enemy.

All these games were used to master the first steps in martial arts, which were essential for a
country surrounded by constant invaders.
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Il my life I've lived in Svaneti. | left

school in the 5th grade as the family

needed a lot of help in and around

the house. Out of ten siblings, 4 were
girls and all of us were taught the craft of mak-
ing Svanetian hats by our mother. This knowl-
edge has been in our family for generations
and now we are teaching our children, grand
children and great grand children, all of whom
still live in Svaneti. As you know we use natu-
ral un-dyed wool, so the original colour of the
wool determines the colour of the hat. The top
of the hat is ornamented with a black cross,
which we now do with synthetic thread but be-
fore it was also made from wool. When the
local currency was in Russian rubles we used
to sell our hats for 25 rubles, now they sell for
15 to 20 lari but there are not many buyers
around. Some time ago | sent some to Zugdidi
to sell. Naturally | would be glad to see more
visitors coming here to Svaneti, so they could
see what we are doing first hand and if they
like the hats, then they could buy directly from
me.

Master of Svanetian hat making

Born in 1942, living in Becho village, Svaneti
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he creation of “Pokany workshops” in 2000

appears especially significant for our en-

terprise — because of the coincidence with

the beginning of the century. The strife of
the founders was ambitious and simple: to restore
the ancient traditions of the Georgian goldsmiths
and enamel craftsmanship. With blessings of His
Holiness llia Il, Patriarch of Georgia, and with the
Endeavour of Mother Superior Elisabed of St.
Nino Convent in Poka, the monastery became the
place where we started to revive the traditions of
work on enamel, and under the guidance of david
Kakabadze the “Pokany” studio was established.
At that starting point “Pokany” was concentrated
preferably on manufacturing and production of ar-
ticles and wares particularly for the church service

requirements and use.

Eventually, the following years brought
the increase and widening of “Pokany” production
line.

2005 - The year was marked for” Pokany”
by the introduction of a new line in the sphere of
ceramics.

2007 — The year was marked by the intro-
duction of a totally new sphere of mosaic, and “Po-
kany” succeeded in its significant development.

The following years are marked by the ac-
tive participation of the “Pokany’— with a variety of
its produce, in exhibitions in Tbilisi and beyond the
borders of Georgia; “Pokany” took part in exhibi-
tions in Rome (2007) and in Paris (2008).
Beginning from 2010, the conventional adorn-
ment and decoration line was added to the initial
church service objects and “Pokany workshops”

2011 | ax0336300/spring | 636360 |
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was founded.

Since ancient times the cloisonné enamel,
grenetis (tsvara) and filigree were acknowledged
as royal craftsmanship, with cloisonné enamel
considered of the highest rank. “Pokany work-
shops” strives to restore the traditions of Georgian
enamel, skills of goldsmiths, mosaic and ceram-
ics; to re-establish centuries-old technique and to
ensure the further enrichment and perfection of
the art on the basis of modern technologies. This
is the reason that the “Pokany” trademark is rep-
resented by an image of a lily on the background
of the diamond section.

Basically, all our articles and wares are the
result of david Kakabadze’s research, inspired by
the color range and ornamentation accumulated
in the “Genesis of Georgian ornament”.

Conventional articles of “Pokany” repre-
sent a harmonious blend of old Georgian orna-
mentation motives and symbols — with the modern
forms stylized by designers. We link and unite the
history of fine arts with the future — by restoration
of the ancient traditions of Georgian goldsmiths
and enamel, the traditions that survived the cen-
turies and reached the present, and by mastering
and implementation of the latest technologies in
gold and silver ware and fine arts.

Awards

2005 — llia Il, Catholicos Patriarch of Geor-
gia awarded the Patriarchate Official Document
to david Kakabadze, Art Manager of the church-
oriented “Pokany”, as the sign of “Recognition of
selfless activity in Georgian Church and significant
contribution in restoration of art of enamel”.

2010 — “Phokany” was entered on the
List of the World Jewelry Companies, members
of Carl Faberge Memorial Foundation. For the
contribution in the field of jewelry “Pokany work-
shops” was awarded honorary decoration — Order
of Mikhail Perkhin.
Activities

“Pokany” creates the church wares and
conventional adornments by merging the best
traditions of the Georgian goldsmiths and Geor-
gian enamel — with the latest technologies. To that
should be added the articles that are created ap-
plying the micro-mosaic technique — which at pres-
ent is accomplished only in two countries of the
world, Italy and Georgia. The “Pokany” produces
also hand-painted ceramics and porcelain, crock-
ery, bathroom crocks and decorative jars, plates
and china artifacts. The produce is divided into
two major parts — that of the church needs and of
the public use. The church-oriented “Pokany” cus-
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tomers are represented mainly by churches and
monasteries, or the physical persons of the clergy,
while the public clientele is mostly consists of the
persons with substantial and/or high income.

Apart from adornments, the public-ori-
ented “Pokany” produces crockery and earthen-
ware, vessels, china and decorative articles. The
France-supplied porcelain, glazed earthenware,
so called biscuit linen of the highest quality is il-
lustrated and undergoes the obligatory furnace-
treatment in “Pokany”.

The number of staff members and per-
sonnel of the Company exceeds 100 persons.
The features that characterize the produce of the
Company are quality and uniqueness; the similar
products simply do not exist because they are
created according to exclusive design. “Pokany”
succeeded in implementing the restored compli-
cated technique of the Georgian goldsmiths and
cloisonné enamel, preserving the traditional orna-
mentation and style, to which the 21st century lat-
est technologies have been added.

What we are proud of?

Only ten years have passed since time
when the church studio of “Pokany” started to
work and the Company steered a course for the
further development. The years-long tireless work
and active learning equipped us with the ability to
perfect the produce, honing and providing it with
extraordinary style that ignites the delight of the
customers.

The name of “Pokany” today signifies
much more. The initial church source of success-
destined studio developed, and beginning from
2010 it serves the task of beautifying the public life
— with wonderful and unconventional adornments,
accessories and objects and articles of daily life.

Doubtlessly, the public produce was
strongly supported by the already qualified skills
of the craftsmen — and by that time the thriving
Company, but with the implementation of an ab-
solutely novel sphere a number of complications
sprang up. Still, in that case the tireless work and
matchless expertise yielded result — so we can
safely declare that “Pokany” jewelry successfully
undertook the development of the brand — and of
fine arts itself in Georgia.

What is most important, “Pokany” never
loses its originality and states its own word in the
world of jewelry. By restoring and honing the an-
cient technologies, applying the latest achieve-
ments of technique using the old ornamentation
blended with the most beautiful forms created by
designers, the unique adornments and decora-
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B[MIODENEE POKANY

tions of “Pokany” are created.

Cloisonné enamel

The creation process of adornements be-
gins with the processing of silver and gold, and
purification, from other possible substances. After
molding the needed form to the metal, begins the
next step of its processing, and follows the stage
of setting cloisonné enamel, mosaic and precious
stones; often several materials are utilized togeth-
er.

The first stage of setting the cloisonné
enamel begins with preparing golden partitions,
molding their form and setting adornment or im-
age / icon. That is followed with the setting of col-
ored enamel applying a brush or a needle, and
then follows the process of furnace-treatment of
the object.

Mosaic

The micro mosaic treatment process of
adornment starts with preparing the smalt. The
smalt is softened on fire, then molded to the re-

quired form and stretched to the needed size; then
the smalt is crushed and an image or ornament is
set on a silver or golden form, with its successive
gluing applying special glue.
Ceramics

The case of ceramics, porcelain and
glazed faience represents a different picture, be-
cause from Limoge, France “Pokany” gets the
so-called biscuit, i.e. crockery that had already
undergone a single furnace-treatment; in “Poka-
ny” ceramics workshop the received articles are
covered with pencil drawings, glazed with colored
paints — and after covering them with transparent
glaze, they undergo the furnace-treatment.

studio of “Pokany”

2011 | 8y03363e0/spring | 9656360 |
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Mokvi Gospel

he manuscript known as Four Gospels
of Mokvi was written in 1300, presum-
ably in scriptorium of Mokvi Monastery.
Apparently the codex was re-written
by Ephraim on orders of Daniel Archbishop of
Mokvi. Ephraim’s name is also mentioned in
the testament added to the Mathew’s Gospel.
The person who ordered the manuscript, the
Archbishop Daniel of Mokvi is depicted at the
end of the manuscript (328r), kneeling in front
of Mother Mary with an infant, with the respec-
tive caption in Asomtavruli alphabet: “Arch-
bishop Daniel of Mokvi”.
Mokvi Gospel is a book of a relatively large
format (30x23,5cm) and includes 329 pages;
well treated ivory color parchment is used as
a writing material. The text is written in classic
Nuskhuri alphabet, in two columns in brown
ink. The text of the Gospel has been edited by
Giorgi Mtatsmindeli, which is also mentioned
in his own testament (f326r).
Apart from the contemporary testaments the
manuscript has also some additions of the
later period.
The manuscript is also distinguished by the
miniatures not very typical for XIlI-XIV centu-
ries. The miniatures on the sheet gold add the
peculiar features to this manuscript; The cal-
ligraphist Ephraim is considered also as an
author of these miniatures (together with his
two apprentices). The artistic features of the
code are determined by 155 miniatures, 10
decorative arches, and up to 530 decorative
capital letters and initials. The artistic ensem-
ble of the manuscript is an excellent example
of paleological art in Georgian and in general
in Christian traditions.
The four Gospels of Mokvi attracted the atten-
tion of the society in the Il half of XIX century;
In 1921 the Four Gospels of Mokvi, along with
treasures of Georgia was taken abroad out
of Georgia and it was returned to the country
only in 1945.
Selection of iconographic schemes included
in the miniatures, and their peculiarities deter-
mine the uniqueness of the Gospel. The tech-
nique of the miniatures (color stains on the
sheet gold) places it among the most brilliant

masterpieces of the world culture.

In the texts of decorative arches represent-
ed by the 10 page series, the pictures of the
evangelists replace each other. The evange-
list Mathew was not preserved so well and we
can only judge about the picture according to
the graphical outline; the evangelist Marc is
depicted in the presence of St. peter, Lica is
pictured in the presence of St. Mary, and the
evangelist John is dictating to Prochorus, his
apprentice.

The miniatures are depicted on full pages
as well as incorporated in the text. By intro-
ducing the miniatures on full pages the artist
emphasizes their importance (the genealogy
of Jesus Christ, Descend of the Holy Spirit,
Assumption, The Mother Mary with the Infant
and Aniel the Archbishop) and thus increases
the significance of the contents.

There are 97 miniatures incorporated in the
Gospel by Mathew, 6 in Marc’s, 27 in Luca’s,
and 25 scenes in John'’s.

The features typical to paleological stile are
clearly visible in the miniatures; the variety
of iconographic schemes is determined by
using the old traditions along with the new
ones. The orderliness of the compositions,
new representation of architectural and land-
scape backgrounds, the compositions loaded
with expression and dynamics, the pictorial
processing of the forms, illusion of creation of
the depth, attempt of expression of the indi-
vidualism of the faces, free movements of the
figures, gradation of various tones, indicates
the wide diapason of the variety of the means
of expressive.

Originally the manuscript was decorated with
the beaded cover of the XIV century, which
have not reached us. When it was brought
back from France it only had the part of the
cover made of gold, which is preserved sepa-
rately today.

Nino Kavtaria
Head of History of Arts Department
National Center of Manuscripts

GEORGIAN MANUSCRIPTS
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ccording to the saying St. Andrew the First-Called arrived to Georgia through the

Upper Adjara, built a St. Mary’s cathedral in Didadjara and started to preach the

Word of God for Georgians. This place is sacred for each Georgian and you can

imagine how lucky we felt when the Skalta Archbishop Spiridon, who established
the University of St. Tbelabuseridze in Khichaura, invited us to the third Scientific Confer-
ence.
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What we saw was more than we expected — unexpected grandeur of the University
complex in a breathtaking ravine, which reminds us the education centers of the Golden Age
in Georgia. Everything here breathes with the kindness and care of Archbishop Spiridon, and
ensures the truly great service to the future of Georgian nation.

ArtGene attended the conference, which usually falls on the festivities of the “Di-
dacharoba”, together with the artists of Georgian crafts, masters of Georgian martial arts and
with the band “Chveneburebi”. We shared with other participants with our experiences and
discussed the current states and problems of the Georgian folk culture.

It seems like everything is predetermined — we chose education as the main theme
of this year’s festival; education- as in passing on the tradition accumulated by one genera-
tion to the other, as in the master teaching his apprentice, as in the relationship between the
skilled musician and his student... And our presence here on this conference emphasized
one of the main functions of ArtGene — to carry the treasures, traditions and the national
wisdom to the future generations.
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e were holding out position on the road
passing under the railway bridge, be-
tween Sukhumi and Sinopi.

“The line of battle is straightened” | heard
from the radio transmitter, | had to smile. There are
eight hundred meters from Klukhori Street to the em-
bankment, Klukhori street starts from the foot of the
mountain, which line of battle are they talking about
and what is straightening? It is already night, the
bombing has stopped. The circle is not working, con-
sequently the attack does not make any sense. So |
am relaxed. The unreasonable orders are flowing from
the radio, there is no way to fulfill them. | could never
imagine that in such state there would be anything
that would amuse me. “Make the concentration of the
forces and start the attack” — another order from the
radio. “What forces?” —is asking my fellow soldier. |
had to smile again. The last barge is howling like a
wounded animal. “Are we stuck”-someone is asking. ‘|
don’t think so” — | am replying and try to sound calm.
“The passing pawn”-crosses my mind. | remembered
the Italian chess gambit school, which is character-

y OS30M 3033\53°d3 ized by purposeful attacks on the kings, this is why the
. in many cases passes are not thought through. Such
Davit Chavchavadze chess game does not have the development and from
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~ the opening it immediately transforms into the end of
- the game.
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The circle is not worklng, we can easily with-
draw, the main thing is to receive an order, besides the
nightfall is alse on our side. “Night, don’t break into the
morning e murmured involuntarily. | truly have
never seen such a dark and endless night. “We are
blessed” — | whispered. “Passing Pawn” crosses my
mind again. “The stalled king cannot be saved by the
passing pawn. But it is also true that two horses can-
not stall the king”-I try to calm myself.

A man came from the command post with
the order to withdraw. It is good that the order did not
come through the radio, otherwise the commotion
would start. We leave our position in silence, quietly.
The barge is howling again, as if it cries for us.

There is a commotion, chaotic preparation
for escape. “We are not withdrawing, we are running
away’-I heard my friend’s voice. “What to do”- | heard
the reply.

| separated myself from the guys, and stood
alone. | sat down on the stairs. | hear the sound of
waves, one after another. It feels like they are heavy
and thick, somehow lifeless. The city in the flames
colors the sky into red. It feels that the bloodshed in
the battle has reached the sky. | can feel that | cannot
stand anyone anymore: | hate those and | hate these,
| hate myself. The sorrow suffocates me, | am about to
cry. But forget the tear, you can hit me with the knife, |
will not be able to shed even a drop of blood. | caress
my gun, like a lover with rough and dirty hands. Cold,
lifeless metal turned into a precious friend “When the
Lamb opened the second seal, | heard the second liv-
ing creature say, “Come and see!” Then another horse
came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power
to take peace from the earth and to make men slay
each other. To him was given a large sword” — sud-
denly these words came to my memory.

| spent few more moments on the steps.
“What can be done?”-l was questioning myself. | don’t
have an answer, my mind is silent. The waves crush
into the shore one after another. | grabbed my gun,
which | know, | will still need.

I R—— —

UBs d947000, 3m39Lds bds Fgmbig zbm3zgmmobs,
N30 S3dMOS: LM (S tbom]” gS3m3-
000 3gmig 3ba6mULsBo, Boogmmo: 3ol dbjostl
do3g3gmo 3jmbos js306ost 3d30omdnl
Bomdol 670, FIvms §EMBS6)o egbmEsm:
80ggBymo 3jmbros oo dsb3armo JBgBMAIE
SIMH03H03S 3MBd530.

9Ebobl o093 30%7J0 Hodgb). .6 S50 dg0-
dem7ds, B33 gosgmEgl’ 37500b330 BydL 03,
35Uybl 3965 30dmg30, gmM69ds 3L, BommEgdo,
71650085690l doymmgdoom  gbyon]gdnsh  be-
306U, sem3o gobzgymo Jesemsie 6gem_bymms om-
939, 06304635495, 530Lbo 0sEISMO, BFmM3gmo3 Xg(ﬁ
500093 3030 633, S3F0ti0gds.

JOSMMSH0S,  MIMdH0!” Rs3gL3S  3ome-
3oL obygtroymo bds. yzgmsbo JEMOSES
ob3si0bg6. 353y RSR30b676. dodgdlL 3dg-
399m0. Mspm3ms3 R3gymdtioszby 3330-
o 3563, 3530690L Hoy3 U LE333000]. (53]
Lol o6 As3s07606mU.

3mMUosRsL Hbdsyime 3¢™M370m. ho3-
0sf3gon 9o EMmL 3333607600 356350 (0
35370000 3md35t 3bsg. 019bogds. Brmorosb
Bmod], ym3gmm boogbymbl Asdmzmomeo o]
sLsliz39bdmMS. 30083 gmMbydsL, 3363s039630
3965 Bobligbrogds. momJmL 37blogfigdoshb o3-
M03sms Y3903, JBOIMN3)Mo d5333Md0-
6.

bm3zs! SLymo M3z X 3 563 76sbs. 3ol
Ubo33d30 dmmo3mo3], Mmjtim3o
393mLomo, 3330000 s 300 dodborozgmo.

HO363mM! 3535bLgbos s3finyol gfiom-
763070 HM30L dymsn, Lsyyomstio LodEoyzom,
dongmm 0030L HMBosh JMme M3 S3mym
01530 5530456 (ML bmBemmo®y. 37637 Sxsby-
0796, 933™M37md0 sBmbmEgL s Befipmbo
IR, so3fioyymgdo LU3xEIsbLsYY", Lsyy-
0563 337¢,0370L 3060mMd0mMgdL ©1izol Jotrds;3
3069 83)me. 0796387 BoMILSE BB Yo,
Lsgfionmno Y33mmeo3gtil mbros 3nobs.

~ andso

— —————
e

“Betrayal, betrayal' -somebodHeII h st‘ér_icallll" Ev-

eryone started shaumg-aﬂhe
silent soon. | joined Wcalme"'l'ﬁan usual

for some reason. This calmness even fr g_htgﬁi'-h

_little bit. “I Htrpe it will not make me to do somethi
stupid”. -

We leave the Gosdacha without any noise. -

We passed by a park which used to be so beautiful a

while ago. Year after year | used to come here for the

vacation. | strain my memory but can not recall any-
thing, as if everything was erased from my carefree
childhood years. -

The sea! | have never seen the sea I|ke thls
before. Sparkllng under the sun, dressed in gold, calm

is calmness.

Tamango! | remembered the chief of one of
the African tribes. Because of their own stupidity he
found himself together with the rest of the tribe on the
ship of Captain Ledu. Then they revolted, killed all the
Europeans and found themselves alone on the ship.
Africans on “Esperanza” were counting on the help
from their idols but even the back wind could not save
them. Even rigging requires some knowledge. Every-
thing requires knowledge.

Betrayal! —what betrayal are they talking
about? Ignorance is worse than betrayal.

Kelasuri was completely deserted by the population.
Only us, the three troops are remaining. We received
our orders, agreed on position and an action plan.

-Go to the dining room, you still have time.
The dining room looks like a battle field, completely
chaotic. We were never particularly disciplined and or-
derly. Noise, cheering is coming from all sides- as if
they are happy, or not quite realizing what is happen-
ing. Two women over thirty serve us. They are strict
and reserved. You can sense some sorrow and com-
passion from them and that enhances their attractive-
ness.

The dining room gradually empties, the
chaos becomes calmer, the tables being cleared and
cleaned. “They expect visitors. We are leaving, they
are coming, women are staying. The winners will need
a special reception.”
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| sit at the table together with my comrades in
battle, | stare at the porridge, can’'t have a bite. "l was
full without eating”.

“The life goes on despite everything” | mur-
mured to myself. | was not in a hurry, watching women
entertained me, their eyes strict and at the same time
full of compassion, they hate you and at the same

_time they pity you. “I guess they don’t wish us to die” |

thought and smiled. | definitely like these women.

Let’s go - said one of the guys. We stood up.
| slowly collected my belongings and headed towards
the exist. | looked at the women one last time. | metin
eye one of them.

-Good bye- | said in Russian to the attractive
lady.

-God help you- she replied.

| left the dining room.

Tamango! The story of the African Chief keeps
on coming back to my mind.

Who is going to be responsible for so many
victims, for so much shed blood, so many tears, so
much humiliation.

Tamango?

The war is over, we have lost. The life was
going back to normal slowly and heavily. We — those
who went through the hell, were healing our wounds,

-.,.:I,fh'q nightmares of the past were gradually subsiding.
" Encouraged by this we started recklessly enjoying the
-peace and the entertainment at hand like a thirsty man

enjoys water.
And still, the feeling of humiliation caused by
loosing can not be healed.
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