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Each of our expeditions — is joy, it's 'a road to home;
Each nuke is your ancestor, knowledge,-your-treasure;
You arrive there, where you are simultaneously host and guest;
Where you are expected so much ...
As if they waited for this day.an-entire year, they can’t wait to show you what they have:created,
acquired and br0ught to you;
It feels Ilke you knew everyone, you knew how many.times they have attended the festival, how
_ many: times we have visited them;
But so many new hosts greet us, so many unknown craftsmen, and the artists of their work.....
| want to introduce to you these kind people and allow you to travel together with the Art-gene...
Tamriko Melikishvili
4 ARTGENE  33mwzmay/Autumn = 2010 - i *;“ - : : 2010  338MmE3MaYAutumn | IGG3I60 | 5
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pon our arrival The Chavchavadze family house seemed unusually color-
ful, masters of folk crafts have covered the whole territory with their exhib-
its.
On the stage specifically arranged for the day, up to thirty different folk and choreo-
graphic ensembles from Kakheti were interacting: “Tsinandali”, “Kakabelebi”, indi-
vidual performers, 88 year old Andro Simashvili, Akhmeta’s Ensemble “Pankisi”,
Gurjaani State Ensemble “Gurjaani” . . . Closing part of the festival was performed
by “Gordela”, female ensemble from Thbilisi, which was accompanying Art-Gene
throughout the events of this year.
Kakxeti was always distinguished with its folk crafts masters. Exceptionally beauti-
ful corner was set up by the workshop “Nukriani”. It is also worth mentioning our
discovery of the year - workshop “Pesvebi”, led by Nino Bakhutashvili.
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(35690 Lsbsbomds 330R336s: 3b3m3zsb s6Ls3- of glaciers we were exposed to incred-
6 9605 3SIMAEDIE SbommzsLEIS s 6933- dBIE"Show: together with the elderly there were
XMZMOE JOE)ME53307m0, SLd3) B HEIY- 4 - Uthrand children choreographic and folk
56U580(mMJ50. SMULSE0365300 )T FroFosb Jom3s i JenSembles. We should distinguish “Racha”,
X9935630d0L Lsbym™dols 56Lsddmo "trads" (oo Lemaggym ' the ensemble from upper Racha, found in
3OS 9d39moLo S6LSBdMO 670", SBEEIMMSYHI0L honor of Shalva Dzjaparidze and “Buba”, the
6350mB06 Jormos 5BLSBdME "0536565" (s "Legsgmm- oldest ensemble from village Glola, female en-
090", 3531670056 dMBMIFIomos 3160 "Lsmsmm- semble from Ambrolauri district “lavnana”, Folk
0", (MJ6AHILO6 "Mz y3)s" s "mom)", Ayl Ensemble “Sagalobeli”, singing group from
9980L M H Yo SBLSBdME "Bogo BotI0".. Tsageri “Salaghobo”, “Lagusheda” and “Lile”
from Lentekhi, folk ensemble from Choluri
community “Madji Nari” ...

95 35359 939Uh035moLc30L LEbs MBI B eautiful Racha arranged a scene for

c
)
Q
(gp)
0
S
c
e,
(gp)
€
c
0
(gp)
Q
59
€
)

23078 n | gm
' -

e—




c
o)
)
(gp]
¥e)
S
c
)
(gp]
3
c
¥e)
(gp]
Q
O
€
Is!

0ti535mMo3)mM3sb0 s Lvobyyrgbm
oy  bsmbyo 9630l mUEsHydol
3Sdmo3qbs.  1Mbros  dSMobodbmls  bjdo
$650L nLinono omg0dytish 3mz935930mo0,
82 Bemols 10163 gmammady (Bs]strgmdy),
10 Bemob 9em9bq Jomdg (0n37s), 12 Bemobs
3>3ytigmody i (830fng 3emsligoys),
™mbols s (3937600l byemm3zbydols s
boh30L Lymgdo, 53 53 stagol dm-
383530 3obz0moEigd0l Hog3 YREIM,
©ow 08yl odemage: I

The exhibition of folk craft masters was
also diverse and interesting. It is worth not-
ing Teimuraz Gugeshashvili, a master of
wood carving, 82 year old Eteri Goglidze
(Embroidering), 10 year old Elene Koidze
(Felting), 12 year old Zura Gamkrelidze
(Miniature Sculpture), art and painting
schools from Oni and Tsageri, which gave
a promise for further development of this

. field in the future.
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he Union of Art Gene traditionally
I hosts the festival of modern art in
the Vake Park at the territory of the
Club 33A. Some Musical bands, painters,
~ photographers and designers get an oppor-
' . tunity to present their works. The following
§ 4 J groups participated in this year’s festival:
“Kapiloni”, “Detsishi”, “Khidi” and “Prani”.
“Tavisupleba” was performed by the The-
atre of Atoneli. Through the day an exhibi-
tion was awaiting for the audience and free
microphone was offered to the writers and

| poets.
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seum was hosting different regions of Georgia: The elder performer from Ozurgeti,
Mose Svanidze and ensemble “ladoni” offered an absolutely new program. We have
to note honored bandmaster, Polikarpe Khubulava and ensemble “Odoia’s” performance,
ensemble “Pazisi” from Poti, dancing elders from Adjara with fascinating moves. The debu-
tant ensembles had an opportunity to perform on a small stage.
The main theme of the festival, “Georgian Language and Writing” had specifically influ

This year festival had a record number of participants. Each day the Ethnographic Mu-
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enced the art works of the folk crafts masters. Among them
we should distinguish the workshop “Nukriani”, who incor-
porated Georgian writing into its work with a use of simple,
but at the same time very luxurious décor. The Union of Art
Gene would also like to thank Georgian National Centre of
Manuscripts for their cooperation.
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The Berta Gospels

d7Lsd ™y, brother...”

Mountain in XI century.

he Berta Four Gospels were written by the spiritual head of Opiza loanne in XlII century for the Berti Monas-
tery: “This has been written by me, loanne of Opiza, raised by the monk loanne Mtavaraidze, my mother’s

to present it “to the monks of the Monastery”. It is possible that the monk mentioned in the
scripture, loanne Mtavaraidze, was the prominent monk-calligraphist, residing in Kastana Monastery on the Black

The Manuscript is written in Nuskhuri (an old ecclesiastical Georgian Alphabet), the main decoration of

the manuscript being the capital letters and titles which are all written in colourful cinnabar.
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Berta Gospels XlI

Monastery.
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It would appear that the writer has sourced
out the miniatures (illuminated manuscripts)
of the Evangelists from elsewhere and has in-
cluded them in the Code: | took the pictures
of the sacred Evangelists and inserted them
in all four chapters.”

The Evangelists of the Berta Gos-
pels are placed on a background of gold and
architectural structures, their names are in
Greek and the miniatures are surrounded by
simple cinnabar frames.

St. Mathew the Evangelist is shown
as was the traditional at that time; he is not
depicted as an old man, but rather as a mid-
dle aged man sitting, facing front on. It is also
worth noting that the colours of this miniature
are somewhat darker.

St. Mark and St. Luke do not break
the ecclesiastical traditions which are typi-
cal of the period. St loanne is depicted in the
pose of a writer of this time. The Berta Gos-
pels’ authors are distinguished by their so-
phisticated proportions and facial features.

These miniatures are typical exam-
ples of illuminated manuscripts and one can
sense the hand of a skilled artist.

The Berta Gospel is enveloped in a
gold plated, silver embossed cover: “em-
bossed by the hand of Besken from Opiza”.
The cover of the Berti Gospel is the only ex-
ample of Beshken Opizari’s work.

The front of the cover depicts the
Crucifixion; on the back a composition de-
picting the Obsecration. The figures with
their exaggerated emotional gestures
enhance the books decorative fea-

tures. Beshken was an excep-
:ﬂu\ tionally skilled goldsmith of his

time.

Nino Kavtaria
National Center of Mascripts
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e want to express our gratitude to
Dato Chavchavadze, the great grand-
son of Alexander Chavchavadze, who
provided us with this exciting material

from his family archive.
Alexander Chavchavadze spent the last years of his
life, filed with danger and adventure, in service to
democratic Georgia. At this time he had already been
granted the title of “Captain of the 1st degree”. In
March 1919 Alexander Chavchavadze was appointed
as head of the military section of the General Staff
)f of the Democratic Republic of Georgia. This meant
, he was placed as the leader of the entire Georgian
/ Navigation. In February-March 1921 he was falsely
accused of being a Tur-kish intelligence agent by the
Minister of Interior Affairs I. Ramishvili, who arrested
him and he was only released after the intervention
of the Commander in Chief Kvinitadze. After Georgia
ST be-came a Soviet Republic, Alexander Chavchavadze
= 0 was appointed as the head of the newly opened Mili-
i ' tary-Maritime School, as Counter Admiral. This school
existed until May 1923. Alexander Chavchavadze’s

STORIES OF THE SAILOR

42 | ARTGENE | s18meamay/Autumn | 2010 2010 | soamesmay/Autumn | 9663260 | 43

1
Y

ALEXANDER CHAVCHAVADZE

FAMILY ARCHIVE



0 y3063s 330005 AL 399073,
353 B330 7 55065Lx6gm0, 03escgF-
5530000 SMULs3Ly BoMULBEMOdoSO
53067160. 3063 yo dmolidobs
Ry00  0533505LS3 MO (0Sd]-
X0030000 dombm3gms gsdm3dg)j37ybdnbs Bsbsbo
oS 3Sboamo.
3030]60md, M3 dyombzymm  Lsomgs-
™05l SS0BHEIgLYdL dg3trolionzols B yemy-
d36MdOMO 3bm3I9ds I9M3sMLYS, EFIM3ym-
03 SLy3Lgs 3dndg dmBom, boogscmoms o
3d5%0633900m, L5385z 09I MO B0 05 S35M-
335670 Bosdj4oomgdoms s MMM Ebimo
dmIm35Migdom. dstiosmmo  gombfiso, o653
50 3030 30000 3306Ym. MNdoMOLOL ysIHMS
HI37LoL smLsgmo, dgmtag semsbogosb
3506-trool EImMBs69ools  gogmgboom, Ysbm
5™b6k0676¢%0%v), 39301, HEIMIoNY by-
790%7 3m363dMd0. gFmbyms3g dm3szm3Y
JomsmEol 3057480 ymEn3gLol Lsomydorosb
3mbsMiRgba IMiols s bmfgol Bosggd0, s30-
ymmag 36500 393MdsR0 0 3505 oML 53963-
04530 3530193007, JodJos6 gslymgdl, msdgd
3gmbrg  Logndsgmby dmg3z0LBE™m, 38930690-
1md0 byby 93d3736M00m S 0] gozsmagon. 3gm-
637 gL 38033700 HmEI3Ldo s3BIYB0m,
Loosy potrgfido Rog3lzgl. osdosgticos Rjdo
30673790 dmgbeotimds.., 3536183 ym3zymozgl
B3b30U, 3sbENLS s Fxbmzsntis gsbromdols
bgfigommo 3B, o 8™ (03030000M©S

44 | ARTGENE | ajamweamay/Autumn | 2010

R7930. 30mbm3zn LvmzsmLbm ymE3yL3do go-
©oY3565L, 33mdmgd0 o6 3msbblgdmMb76,
35306 gos36y3047 Rgdom, Lb3zjdol osybdstig-
do 303xmbos 30bbolomzol. yogHms Hmes-
39L30 LBs3Es S S303ms3E3gd0s, 0L 3337000
3ol Lsbmzsmbbm LsLBszmgdgmado, Lsosy
BoR0b7d000 3LBS3EMMdO. sBym Rjdo brm-
35mUBmds, 35306 18 Brmols gsbmmpom. dmU-
Mol Bobgzobsl yLsbmztm d7bogtigds 30-
3tdgbo.

53 M™MoEst 0smIbosht z7370%; 30-
LsbyFmdo. 3063370m0 ™Mo Bymo b3djmos-
370 bm3zs80, v3LHEIYMO S opdSMoytio, 370-
©23 40 06gmobyHo s 339630470 373700,
Lo ygobmn Eigolgdlsg 35LEmde. 5530096-
X36787 3899m3953g §mbibydl L, 3mMBL Y oo
+57000m 03900L", 53 35%m3syM0lozol oo
350305, fr530)bxR 3] Zood3msb]g J535¢hmMM0,
Lscos3 3xbmasyions B7Lobsdgdts dmnzobsomy:
1E-7m0 353mEammo 37350 dmatiom-
3905 693¢106500, 3o50470170L 63763, 338mobzg3L
3505Lo035R7dg)ml, FmMIgmoE  IsbHosL  go-
BoLSb0ggdL, Rs3mY3mol  sbommdggdL, By-
SemL 375Lbsdl, Lobyby §363L BoyLizedl s bols
Bogtr00n go3otnliogl, trol 8909353 HoyysSmmo
35]bsBosmm MM Md30 gosol. bsbrsbsb,
mob - byo 0336 ™M y196780 3545700, Ls-
0smJbm s Lopsygmesgm  Lsdg8smgdo, Jo-
30bomMOS, Sbosmasbis KoL gsdmEom s
Lsodgom  Oxbmzentiso B6m3bol.  S3okm3d

oym, 33 R3gbo LisLBszmgdmol oigjpmeso
3.0m3bboH0  SdIX0MJd00n Imombm3zms, S
53R 156790 0Ys3000 M3 ]353mgdby He30460L
0156539360l 5653050 mMdsby FigymMB9bros3aals
dmLedm3zgdms, oHsdy 3,  obsbl

3393967 05MJ60560 39379000, FI5MS 343373 ™
6530300 Lymms.

Sty sm3696 yzgems RgdL goll, 30-
6Y30 dbmmmeo, M3 d736R0 OIS go-
©o3bg60s ™53l s Loyzomol 3ofdsl sm-
dm3R9b0m35M3. gmbym, FAmMEdS 0bzmoloroshd

t has been two weeks since | returned from my

last sailing adventure. Everyone who’s heard my

tales insists | publish everything that | have seen

and experienced.

| believe the reader will be interested in the less
well known side of a sailor’s life, which com-prises
of hard work, danger and difficulties, but is nonethe-
less full of unexpected excitement. To be quite honest
| don’'t even know where to start. As a graduate of
the Thilisi Cadet Corps | was influ-enced the novels I'd
read in the second grade and dreamt of foreign con-
tinents, savages and tropical rainforests. Then, one
Saturday night | gathered our left over’s into a paper
bag from the Cadet Corps dinner and convinced one
of my friends to escape with me to America. By night
fall we’d reached the second watchtower and had left
the city behind us but we became so scared that we
ended up climbing a tree and spent the night there!
However, the next day we returned to the Corps,
where they immediately threw us into the lock-up.
This was the end of my first adventure....but my de-
sire to become a sailor and to see and experience so
much more was increasing. | asked for a transfer to
the Marine Corps but my parents refused to agree, so
| decided to achieve this aim with-out anyone’s help.
| did not finish my studies in the Cadet Corps and by
the age of 18 | had ma-naged to enter the Poti Marine
School where | flourished. This is when my life as a
sailor really be-gan and when | saw the Bosporus for
the first time | was overjoyed!

It was at this time that | served on various
sailing ships. The first two years were spent in the
Mediterranean Sea aboard Austrian and lItalian ships,
and later | crossed the Ocean aboard English and
American vessels. | sailed around the Horn and Cape
of Good Hope several times, which is a great privilege
for any Sailor. | crossed the equator on a number of
occasions, where | was “bap-tised”, as all sailors are,
in the following manner: One of the more experienced
sailors dresses up as “Neptune’with a long beard,
wrapped in a sheet (which represents his robe) and
then proceeds to sprinkle the young sailors with wa-
ter, then pastes their faces with black wax and shaves
them with a piece of wood, after which the ritual turns
into a truly bacchanal affairl Sometimes we spent four
to five months on the Ocean. Coping with sails and
rigging work in bad weather gives a young man the
experience and skills required to become a competent
sailor. This is why our tutor V. Lekhnitski asked us not
to rush into requesting a position as Staff Captain on a
steamship, but instead to stay on a sailing ship for as
long as possible, in order to complete a “real” sailing
school.

| will not describe all of my trips to you, but
what | will say is that | have been on numerous ad-
ventures and faced death several times. Once, when
we headed from England to Cape Town the Northern-
Atlantic March storm destroyed the deck, the sides of
the ship, its life boats and keel ... we only survived be-
cause the British Ship “Tamara” came to our rescue
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and toed us to Lisbon.

The next catastrophe: We were sailing from
the West-Indies to New York, when severe weather
caused immense damage to our vessel. The waves
washed away the cabin, water started pouring into
the ship and because we could not keep our balance
on deck we had to tie ourselves to the bollards. Our
most painful experience was the North-Atlantic frost
after the burning heat of West-Indies. Due to the cold
and wet we hardly managed to carry out our work.
The north wind slowed us down so much that we were
without proper food for almost twenty days, with only
flour and sugar to sustain us. Any form of cooking was
impossible as there was neither the possibility nor the
space to light a fire. The last ship | served on was an
enormous American four mast vessel, with a combined
weight of 4000 tons called “Robert Belrcnapp”. We
headed off from New York to Japan, loaded with crude
oil. We sailed around the Cape of Good Hope, passed
Tasmania and New Zealand and arrived in Japan after
165 days. The Vanua-Levi islands were the only land
we came across. We were moored for three months in
the Japanese ports of Yokohama, Kobe and Nagasaki
but once we had loaded on board Japanese porce-
lain, mother of pearl and works in camphor wood (to
be displayed in an exhibi-tion in Chicago) we returned
for New York, back winds pushing us away from the
Japanese coast. We headed for the Zond Chanel be-
tween the islands of Sumatra and Java, at a speed of
10 knots and soon reached the North Natiuna Islands
where we collided with an underwater coral reef.

The huge vessel was shuddering like a
trapped animal, it was falling apart in bits, everything
was breaking up — the chaos was unimaginable. The
masts were shaking so much that we were afraid we
would be crushed at any moment beneath them. The
entire crew was running and falling over as the colli-
sion was so strong that it tore through the bottom of
the ship out, which was rapidly filling with water. All
efforts to rescue it were futile. C e could hear sense-
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less, contradictory orders being shouted. Finally we
lowered the life boats into the water loaded with a few
provisions and sailed away from the ship. The waves
soon finished it off, crushing the craft over and over
again against the reef, until finally only fragments re-
mained.
It was with great sorrow and a heavy conscious that
our crew was forced to abandon the ship, as if we
were leaving an old friend in trouble. We sat in the
life boats, our heads uncovered, eyes brimming with
tears and said our last farewell, similar to the way we
would to loved ones, and bent our heads when it sank
under the waves.

It was with great difficulty that we reached the
North Natiun Islands surrounded by both visible and
underwater coral reefs. The trip was hazardous but all
29 crew members survived. The island’s inhabitants
greeted us warmly (none of the population was white)
and as they were not familiar with navigation we felt

sure we had little hope of returning home.

It was not long before our rations were ex-
hausted and we were forced to eat only coconuts,
which were abundant on the island. Due to our hope-
less circumstances, our Captain decided on the fourth
day to send us to the nearest civilized port, Singapore,
(360 miles away towards the North-East), in order to
ask the American counsel there to transport us home.
Five of us set sail in the life boat: the second mate,
my-self (the acting third mate) and three ad-ditional
sailors as well as a map, compass, sextant and 48
coconuts. As we said our goodbyes the Captain told
us that if there was no news from Singapore in 8 days,
he would set sail with the other crew members, in the
hope that the Malaysians would help them out with
their “Jonkas” (a fairly large pirate sailing barge). We
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had to set sail on rough seas dur-
ing the North East Trade winds (the
dry and hot winds in the tropics). In
the open sea the waves became so
choppy that by the second day it was
impossible to sail towards our desti-
nation. The waves filled the life boat
up so much that we had to bail it out.
On 13th January the weather wors-
ened and our boat was capsized by
a gigantic wave that we had seen
advancing upon us from a great dis-
tance away but there was no way to
escape from it. As a result we found
ourselves in the water, fighting for
our lives, swimming desperately to
keep a float and trying to cling to
the boat. Everyone was terrified as
the waves crashed against us and
we tore off our clothes to enable us
to swim more freely but remember-
ing the many sharks we had seen
the day before we kept on the large
knives attached to our leather belts
(such knives were always carried
by sailors working on large sailing
boats).

| noticed the approaching
hurricane straight away which bat-
tered us with fierce tropical rainfall.
The rain reduced the brutality of the
waves, after which is became calm-
er, leaving shimmering water. It was
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no longer dangerous so we tried to upturn the life boat
but it was impossible because of the heavy sail which
we then attempted to saw off. It was tricky but we suc-
ceeded.

It took us several hours to bail the water out
but again we triumphed. Our fight for survival ex-
hausted us but luckily we found one ore, which we
used as a rudder. We drifted in the open, on a rough
Ocean, without a sail, compass or food. We continued
to drift for 4 days and nights, always afraid that the
waves would capsize our boat again or that we would
encounter sharks. Consequently we just sailed with-
out knowing where land was.

It was not long before we were overcome
with hunger. We drank only rain water for three days
until the rain stopped.

The anticipation of death from starvation pet-
rified us and we soon regretted that we had not died
sooner, as the hunger became unbearable and we did
not know how long our suffering would go on. Be-
cause of weakness, exhaustion and desperation we
began to hallucinate; sometimes we imagined
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IN MARCH 1919 ALEXANDER CHAVCHAVADZE WAS APPOINTED AS THE HEAD OF
MILITARY SECTION OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
GEORGIA. BY THIS HE WAS IN FACT PLACED AS A LEADER OF THE ENTIRE GEOR-
GIAN NAVIGATION.
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we saw a ship or land and hope would
return. Nights were especially difficult to
endure... occasionally a light from phos-
phor would glitter (a normal thing in the
Ocean). | remembered that my relatives
in Tbilisi would be celebrating Christmas
and saw them so vividly that | was con-
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P : e ; had no hope of surviving and in despera-
A L P is . tion called out for death. Imagine our joy
- Sy i Al - = > - when on the fifth day we saw a strange

: y e - ! S .
- " = — shore line in the distance.
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