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Annotation

Thesis on “Georgian Religious Customs and the Ritual Vocabulary of the Folk
Celebrations (According to the Ethnographic Materials of Svaneti and Samegrelo)” consists of
an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion.

The introduction presents the goals and objectives of the thesis. The goals of the given
thesis are the semantic analysis of the ritual rules, searching the primary importance of these
rituals according to the customs saved in the life of two parts of Georgia (Svaneti and
Samegrelo) and the research of the development history of the religious terms. The introduction
of the thesis also refers to the fact that the scientists’ opinions about the principle of naming the
major Christological terms in Georgian language are different: some of them explain their origin
with the influence of the Greek Christological terminology, and some connect them with the
pagan era.

The first chapter of the thesis discusses the rituals and celebrations as well as the
semantic units represented by the roots Khuam- /"Khvam- and Mzer-/Mzir- saved in Svaneti
and Samegrelo with the meaning of “prayer” and the ritual saved in the ethnographic lives of
these regions as prayer/blessing (prayer to God, Saints). The root KAvam- with the meaning of
“blessing” is saved in the ritual life of Samegrelo — in particular, in the rituals listed below:
“Pudzesh Okhvamer” (it is defined as the shrine of the roots), “Pudzesh-Okhvameri Do
Tutashkha Bednieri” or “Otutashkhe”, “Saghmrto-Saokhoros Khvama” (the blessing of the
dwelling, the land), “Nerchish Khvama//Ojumashkhuri”, “Jgeragunas Khvama” (the prayer to
St. George), “Jinishi Okhvameri” (prayer to God), “Ochkadireshish Okhvamers” (the prayer of
smithy), “Dikhash-Khvama” (the blessing of the place of the future house), “Boriash
Okhvameri”, “Skibush Okhvameri”, “Ghumush Okhvameri”. This ritual is also saved in the
ethnographic life of Svaneti with the same meaning and title: Ieshkhuam, Eshkhuam,
Shushkhuam — as we can see, all three terms contain the root “Khuam-“ (prayer/blessing),
however, besides the prayer, the data expressed by this semantic unit implies the ritual as well
as in Samegrelo. This term is saved in the ritual: Lakhuamial-i, which was held to protect from

avalanches. In the life of Svaneti the ritual of blessing (containing prayer) was held with the
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following titles: “Argilish Limziri” (the prayer to the place), “Chubav Lemziri” (the prayer
downwards).

This chapter of the thesis also discusses the term “Limzir-” designating the prayer saved
in the traditional life of Svaneti and the term “Lemzir-" expressing the bread for the prayer. In
the traditional life of Svaneti the essential attribute of the prayer was the ritual bread “Lemziri”.
There was the celebration of the family/women prayer (Korash Limzeri) as well, which was
held by women. The phonetic proximity of the roots “Mzer”-/"Mzir’- with the roots (“Mze”
“Zer”-/"Zir’-, “Zuer’-) considered to be independent bases made us think about their common
origin — this chapter discusses the basis of the union of these roots and the semantic-ritual data.
The root saved in the Svan life and vocabulary together with its branching gives us the reason
to assume that the origin of this word was the word expressing the ritual life — in particular, the
prayer and the shrine, the sacrifice for the shrine, collected or specially prepared essence. This
chapter of the thesis discusses each ritual and the etymological origin of the terms in details.

The second chapter of the thesis discusses the celebration of Kvirikoba and the chant
“Kviria” as well as the three terms containing the root “Kuir-“. According to the etymological
analysis of each of them it was revealed that the root was borrowed under the influence of the
Christian liturgy; however the root Kuir- saved in the Georgian literary language is distributed
among the dialects of the Georgian language as follows: Svan Guir-||Gvir- (“Laguirka, Lagurka,
Lagvirka”, shrine, month); in Megruli, Guruli and Imeruli Kvir—|| Kir- (the chants “Kviria”,
“Kviria Gherta”, “Krialesa”, “Kirialesa”); In Khevsurul-Pshaur-Mokhevuri: Kuir-||Kvir (“Kviria”/
“Kvirae”/ “Kviraa”, which is not a pagan god but is the folk variation of “Kvirileisoni” and the
epithet of the Savior); the Georgian Gur- saved among the Georgians in Turkey (“Guriela” —
chant which is saved in the ethnographic life of the Georgians in Turkey).

The third chapter of the thesis discusses the variety of bread which have the ritual
meaning and the special importance in the religious customs and rituals of the significant
celebrations: the bread for the ritual of prayer was the folk variation of the communion bread;
the secret communion with the festive bread, the sacrifice of bread to the land... is common in

the ethnographic life of Svaneti and Samegrelo (and of Georgia in general). The connection



between the roots Kver- (Georgian) - Kvar-Kvanj- (Megruli, Lazuri) — Kuanch-il- (Svan) Kuch-
al (Pshauri) will be discussed.

The conclusion of the thesis sums up the results of our research.
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