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List of Publications related to Doctor’s Thesis

General Overview of Thesis
Urgency of Topic: Science of History has a broad vision that’s why the generation’s
interest towards his past is everlasting. In our case this opinion is related to the past of
South-West Georgia, its research is consequent responsibility for a Georgian historian. By
a new vision one episode of Meskhetian history, its Geo-Political location for
establishment of Osmans in the Caucasus in XVI-XIX centuries is still important in all
details as some political episodes could be widened based on them; the classical picture of

the relations between the empire and small countries could be seen.

Main Goal and Objectives of Thesis: According to the achieved results in the written
sources and historiography political overview of Meskheti in 1763-1809-1842;

Demonstration of relations between Akhaltsikhe Sapasho and Georgian Kingdoms.

Scientific Novelty of Thesis and Major Findings: By critical analysis of current sources and
scientific literature study of the research topic (politically difficult situation of South-West

Georgia in XVIII-XIX centuries). On the basis of comparative analysis of three sources
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new vision, demonstrating the current historic dynamics in Akhaltsikhe Sapasho —
administrative unit, the important one in Georgian history. Similarities and differences
kept in chronicles, reasons for differences; thematic differences of various types of
materials in the research sources, definition of political, socio-economic, mental and

religious processes in late medieval Meskheti.

Theoretical Methods of Thesis and Grounds: While working on the thesis the categories of
historic mentality as well as comparison, critical assessment, digest of historic materials,
systematization were applied. Psychological attitudes between society and an individual,
the reasons for mental changes, comparative analysis; the methodological ground for

thesis is Georgian and foreign materials.

Theoretical Value of Thesis: On the basis of complex study of historic sources, their
comparative analysis, study of related literature, research of one episode of South-West
Georgian history in 1763-1809-1842. New analysis of some events related to the research

topic and interpretation of several facts by the author.

Practical Value of Thesis: As a result of the doctor’s thesis the opinions will be applied to
the relations among Osman Empire, Iran and Russia in late medieval centuries in Georgia,
also while preparation of course of lectures in history, seminars, etc.

Structure of Thesis and Volume: Thesis counts 172 typed pages (without bibliography) and
contains: preamble, annotation, nine chapters and conclusion, approved list of literature is

also attached.

Main Content of Thesis
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In thesis preamble: According to Khojavant Iovane’s ‘Historic Missionary Diaries’ the life
chronicles of South — West Georgia in 1763-1809-1842 are discussed. General overview of
the chronicles are presented, the main aim and urgency of the thesis are represented in
short. Difficult political situation in Meskheti is presented, also religious and ethnical

diversity and socio-economic situation are shown.

Chapter 1 — Sources

At first we mention that Ivane Gvaramadze found and later re-wrote the ‘Historic
Missionary Diary of Khojavant Priest Iovane’. As it became known the Khojavant priest
was actively involved in the life of Akhaltsikhe Sapasho. He lived during the reign of
Solomon I in 1766-1777, he used to meet the people sent by Erekle II and had some
information about current situation in the country. It is worth to mention that there are
few documentary of this type in the Georgian historic literature. It’s obvious that the
chronicles of the priest have important value. As Sh.Lomsadze, the well-known researcher
of Samtskhe-Javakheti, mentions: ‘After Vakhushti Batonishvili there are no more
important sources of Georgian historiography of late medieval centuries.” (Lomsadze

1979:91)

It has to be mentioned that Niko Berdzenishvili, who re-wrote the ‘Akhaltsikhe
Chronicles’ the same as ‘Khoja Havana’s Diary’, paid attention to this particular material
(Mission Diary to Samtskhe-Javakheti in 1933, Notes of Expedition in Samtskhe-Javakheti
in 1933). Generally Dimitry Bakradze’s notes belong to this period as well; it is known
that he was actively involved in research of upper Qartli and left a number of valuable
studies. Also important facts are kept in N. Dadiani’s ‘Georgian’s Life’ and especially the
Vakhushti Batonishvili’s geography called ‘Chronicles of Kingdom of Georgia’. Also we
mention that the Vakhushti Batonishvili’s work, apart from the historic-geographic

importance, has to be paid attention in terms of dynamics and composition; it could be
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distinguished from others and represents a difficult scientific and at the same time

brilliant work of XVIII century.

In the Chapter I, according to the structure of the thesis, we apply to ‘Qartli’s Tskhovreba’
which is the basis for any researcher. It is fact that this material does not lose its meaning
up today and we completely share the opinion that it has all the signs belonging to
medieval chronicles. It meets all the requirements of that period. ‘Qartli’s Tskhovreba’ is

not just a Georgian but the best manuscript of the whole medieval historiography

(Nadiradze, 2005, 24).

Hasan Rumlu’s chronicles dated on 1483 are also important from political history of upper
Qartli, which describes the events of early period of Samtskhe. ‘Gurjistani’s Vilayet Didi
Davtari’ is also important among XVI Osman sources. The participant of Osman battles
describes the Meskhetian life in XVI century, the official assigned as Toqat Defterdar
Cheleb documents. ‘Jaba Davtari’ is also important from Osman sources which
chronologically describe 1685-1731 years. While working on the thesis we also touched
those works of Byzantine historians (Efstathios of Antioch, Theodoret of Cyrus, Procopius,
John of Antioch, Leon Gramatikos, others), whose works serve as basis for Georgian

historians regarding study of Meskhetian history.

Also other Georgian and foreign materials are reviewed; the materials help us to review

social and economic situations of South-West Georgia in XVIII-XIX centuries.

Chapter I, Sup-Chapter 2
Historiography
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The revision of historic materials related to the thesis is given in the sub-chapter 2,
chapter 1. According to our methodology it was the first time when the Ivane
Gvaramadze’s ‘Historic Missionary Diaries’ of 1763-1809 given by common historic
materials were categorized by topics, and by using them the Meskhetian history of XVIII-
XIX was brought to life in connection with Georgian kingdoms and the world. So the first
part of the thesis represents the comparative analysis of the manuscripts while the second
one is divided into sub-chapters: the topics related to Solomon I, Solomon II and
Akhaltsikhe Sapasho. Erekle II, Solomon I and Akhaltsikhe Sapasho; Relations between
Latin Catholics and Armenian Catholics, Invasion of Leks and Akhaltsikhe; Importance of
Akhaltsikhe Sapasho, Its structure, Demography of South-West Georgia, Socio-Economic
Situation of Samtskhe-Javakheti and Social Mentality. The thematic diversity of the
doctor’s thesis requested the digest of wide historic researches, among them the research
of famous traveler — Guldenstadt. Also it is important that he personally knew the historic
people: Solomon I, Erekle II, David Abashidze and Tamaza Meskhi, according to the

Khojavant Iovane’s ‘Historic Missionary Diaries’.

Giorgi Kazbegi’s, an official of Samtskhe-Javakheti regional administration, material is also
interesting, who witnessed the results of enemies’ invasions on this territory. The term
‘Osman’s and Turkey’s Georgia’ used by him reflects the quality of independence of
Samtskhe-Javakheti. The description of those villages and regions are also given in the
material of Giorgi Kazbegi, which is also written in Khojavant lovane’s chronicles and has

great importance for historic parallels.

For analysis of current socio-political and confession picture in Akhaltsikhe Sapasho it is

important to see M. Tamarashvili’s ‘History of Catholics and Georgians’, as well as Ilia

Tabaghua’s, Nikoloz Durnov’s, Ivane Javakhishvili’s, Simon Janashia’s, Giorgi
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Melikishvili’s, Samson Pirtskhalava’s, Devi Berdzenishvili’s and others’ works which we

use in our doctor’s work.

It is worth to mention the Meskhetian toponyms and geographical revision given by Ivane
Gvaramadze, the person who re-wrote the Khojavant lovane’s ‘Missionary Diaries’. The
chronicles kept in the National Centre of Manuscripts, given as a book, covers interesting
material, among them his scientific opinions about the historic geography of ‘Samtskhe

Saatabago’.

Giorgi Tivadze’s work called ‘Osman Dervishism and Peasantry’s Revolt in XVI century’ as
well as Valerian Gabashvili’s ‘State Arrangement Issues in Later Medieval Georgia’ had a
great importance for our thesis. For description of Georgian socio-economic situation in
XVIII century we use less known ‘Omucanue Bcexh oOOMTaloIMXb BB Poccuckom
I'acymaposs Hapomoss' published in St.Petersburg in 1799, also the scientific publications
‘Samtskhe-Javakheti’, Georgian State Museum, which is based on the ethnographic

materials found in 1965-67.

The works of Shota Lomsadze, the famous researcher of Samtskhe-Javakheti history, had a
great importance for our research. As it is known Shota Lomsadze’s works related to
Samtskhe-Javakheti is wide enough and the area of the research covers the consequent
connections with political-state development as well as socio-economic and religious-
cultural life dynamics. Mariam Lortkipanidze, the Academician, assesses his filled-digested
work on ‘Samtskhe-Javakheti’ in 2011 and says: ‘Despite that the topic has a great

importance there is no similar research on South Georgian history of that period of time.’

Based on tha fact that the Khojavant Iovane’s ‘Missionary Diaries’ in 1763-1809-1842

represent the historical chronicles, for analysis of topic context, we use Akaki and Paata
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Surguladze’s ‘History of Georgia’, as well as Merab Vachnadze’s and Vakhtang Guruli’s
‘History of Georgia in XIX —-XX Centuries’, Roin Metreveli’s ‘Historic Works’ and other

authors’ works which have significant importance for study of our thesis.

Chapter 2

Author, Biography of Ivane Gvaramdze

The biographic data of Khojavant Iovane, the author of historic chronicles, and Ivane
Gvaramadze, the re-writer of the manuscript, are given in this chapter of the doctor’s
thesis: we completely agree the statement of Ivane Javakhishvili, the famous founder of
Georgian historic science, that ‘while revision of ancient historic material the researcher
has to be familiar not only with the author’s contemporaneity but his personality,
education, way of thinking. The modern researcher has to know that the opinion of the

author and his position are reflected in his works’ (Javakhishvili, 1977: 25-26).

The writer of the chronicles, Iovane Khojavati the same as Khojashvili, was a Georgian
Catholic residing in Akhaltsikhe. He belonged to Armenian-Catholic dimension, and
names himself as ‘Khutsesi’. Khojevani the same as Khojashvili (Khoja) reflects the activity
and for that period of time it was assumed as writer in Georgian, like an educator. Iovane
was born in Akhaltsikhe, Rabat. Most likely he was 30 by 1763. This opinion is based on
his education, after arrival from Rome he was assigned as the priest, the head of the
church of the village Ude (Lomsadze, 1979:850). Khutsesi was educated as a priest in
‘Propaganda Fide’ educational institution and he knew fluently the following languages:
Latin, French, and Italian. He was known as building works as well, as it seems he was a
person with feeling of justice, in this regard his attitude towards the priest — Grigol has to

be names as an example; as it is written in the chronicles: On 18 April 1767 the caravan
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was coming from Istanbul and young priest Grigol Krukhichamianti (Khurtsidze) educated
in ‘Propaganda Fide’ arrived as well. As it became known the relation between Khutsesi
and Grigol became difficult gradually. Grigol used his power negatively. He fired
uneducated priests and assigned more qualified priests: Gr. Makandarashvili, Iovane
Khutsesi, loane Garsevanishvili, while Ioseb Ortavashvili was damned (Lomsadze 1979:
86). An unpleasant event happened in Iovane Khutsesi’s life when waiting for enemy’s
invasion he was forced to flee from his home to Kutaisi. It was caused by settlement of
Haji Ali Beg in Ude. After ten years absence Iovane returned back to Akhaltsikhe. After
these events the catholic villages: Veli, Gugubo, Nakalakevi and others, were transferred
to him for government in Artaani Sanjaki. During his government he could observe how
the Georgians were leaving their positions in favor of Muslims, Grigorians, Catholics and
Greek-Orthodox churches (the same 1979: 87). Khutsesi, fluent in Georgian, smart, fluent
in foreign languages, interesting person had interesting and diverse life as well: he had a
mill, store in his ownership, beekeeping, he was an educator at school of Akhaltsikhe
Catholic Qvemo Church. The plan-manuscripts of lessons, drawings; pupils’ names are
kept in Samtskhe-Javakheti Museum, Manuscripts Fund. Iovane Khutsesi enriches the
inheritance: ‘Exercises for Theology, translations of Catholic lectures, Certificates of Grant
of Solomon I, Code of Conduct notes, Structure of Lessons, Efforts for Textual Basics.
Shota Lomsadze pays attention to other his abilities such as: ‘we think that it is possible
that Iovane was invited as the educator for Imeretian princes and generally for royal
family kids. He also was in close relation with Akhaltsikhe Sapasho government’ (the same

1979: 493-499).

Ivane Gvaramadze (the re-writer of the manuscript) was born in 1831, in Gvinobistve, in
the family of Pavle Gvaramadze. By Ivane’s information his father Pavle was one of
peasant in Akhaltsikhe, but he did not know agriculture. He knew how to make hats and

he knew trading. Ivane was sent for education to his godfather — the priest Pavle
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Kharischirashvili. Ivane was such hard-working pupil that later in ‘Sakitkhavi’ he was sent
to the famous priest and chronograph, Stephan Navrozashvili (the last represents one of
the re-writer of our chronicles). As Shota Lomsadze mentions little Ivane could also paint.
Ivane Gvaramadze got his education in Istanbul and returned back to Georgia in 1860. For
a while he also lived in Sololaki in Tbilisi and worked as a typist in Kereselidze’s piniting
house. In 1869 he was assigned as the priest and appointed as Deputy Main Priest in the
village of Khizabavra. Since then Ivane Gvaramadze started actively writing in the
Georgian press, with the pseudonym ‘Vinme Meskhi’. Ivane Gvaramadze is a famous
public figure in 70-ies of the XIX century in Meskheti: he works at public school, is
involbed in political life, tries to solve the peasantry problems, translates Armenian
literature; fights for settling the abandoned villages in Meskheti and Georgianisation once
again. While working on research topic in the National Centre of Manuscripts one private
letter was found, which Ivane Gvaramadze sent to Dimitri Bakradze. Even if the reader is
not familiar with Gvaramadze’s life, the mentioned letter is enough for acknowledgement
of a patriot, with national way of thinking; beloved in his own region and defender of

Georgian state (we publish this letter in the doctor’s thesis).

As we see lovane Khutsesi, the author of the manuscript and re-writer of his chronicle
and commentator Ivane Gvaramadze, are witnesses of South-West Georgian history of
XVIII and XIX centuries, without them it would be impossible to have full picture of that

period of time.

Chapter 3 - Current Condition of Re-written Manuscript by Ivane Gvaramdze Kept in

National Centre of Manuscripts; Comparative Analysis of Ivane Gvaramadze’s ‘Missionary

Diary’ and Sh. Lomsadze’s ‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’
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The Chapter 3 of the presented doctor’s thesis discusses ‘Historic Diaries of Khojavant
Priest Iovane’ re-written by Ivane Gvaramadze. Here is also presented comparative
analysis published by Shota Lomsadze and the picture given as a result of the research. In
Shota Lomsadze’s opinion, all versions of chronicles miss the preamble. As it was revealed
during the comparative works the most complete version belongs to the Institute of
Manuscripts which served as the ground for our publication. There is minor difference
among the versions which is mostly based on mistakes made by chance and corrections
(Lomsadze 1979: 84). We, on our side, mention that there were rather different facts on
the pages 89-107 of the chronicles. These are the very pages which were filled in by Shota
Lomsadze himself by newly found materials and that’s why in comparison with Ivane
Gvaramadze’s re-written chronicle, also kept in National Institute of Manuscripts, the
Navrozashvilis’ continuation digested by him shows rather different picture while revision
of 1809-1842 period of time, in terms of qualitative and quantitative analysis. Shota
Lomsadze could perfectly see the structural changes, that’s why the manuscript principle
was changed and after Khojavant lovane’s death, since 1809, the chronicle-diary by
Stephane Abinashvili, Stephane Navrozashvili (filled in with new information) was

published instead of dividing line. The manuscript was given transformed and different

look.

The notes which were not put by Ivane Gvaramadze in his 1892 re-written manuscript
were filled in by Sh. Lomsadze in 1976-1979. So the major differences between
Gvaramadze’s and Lomsadze’s versions cover the period of 1809-1842 (the thesis covers all
types of differences) while the chronicles describing 1763-1809 (as Sh. Lomsadze

mentions) are almost identical.

Chapter 4 - Comparison of ‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’ by Niko Berdzenishvili with Ivane

Gvaramadze’s Version, Research Analysis and N. Berdzenishvili’s Notes
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The Chapter 4 revises ‘Khoja Havana’s Diary’ re-written by N.Berdzenishvili in 1933, the
same as ‘Akhalsikhe Diary’ which was re-written much more earlier by the relatives of

Khojavant.

Generally ‘Historic Missionary Diaries of Khojavant Priest Iovane’ is presented as three
versions kept up today. We study it on the principle of the original sources: 1. the versions

of Iv. Gvaramdze re-written in 1892 and the other one of N. Berdzenishvili’s —in 1933

2. Current versions kept in Samtskhe-Javakheti Fund of Manuscripts and National Centre
of Manuscripts. 3. Modified version by Shota Lomsadze found in religious chronicles in
Akhaltsikhe Museum. During the comparative analysis we found out that the ‘Akhaltsikhe
Chronicles’ by N.Berdzenishvili kept in National Museum of Manuscripts (#2527) has not
published (in comparison with Iv. Gvaramadze’s version modified and published by Sh.
Lomsadze). In the doctor’s thesis we publish the re-written manuscript by N.
Berdzenishvili in Akhaltsikhe in 1933 and we attach the analysis as a result of our
research. The mentioned chapter is categorized by us in five sub chapters: the first one
shows the visual condition of the manuscript, the second one — the titles made on the
cover of the notebook of Berdzenishvili and the differences among them, the third one -
the paragraphs and quantitative differences, the comparative analysis of N.
Berdzenishvili’s and Iv. Gvaramadze’s chronicles is also given. The fourth — on the basis of
paragraphs the dates are compared and the topics are revised. Demonstration of similar
and different factors, the exact list of major changes; the fifth — the summary of the
picture is presented which has attachment of assessments of the author kept in

Berdzenishvili’s manuscript.
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Chapter 5 - Revision of Economic-Social Situation in Samtskhe-Javakheti by Khojavant
Iovane’s ‘Missionary Diaries’, Revision, Georgians of Samtskhe Saatabago and Their

Mentality by Surnames Kept in Chronicles

The Chapter 5 covers some specifications of socio-economic development of Samtskhe-
Javakheti in late medieval Georgian history. Ivane Javakhishvili connects weakening of
South Georgia to the ancient past and it is completely logical: ‘it is worth to mention the
Rumis Turks invasion as the first inception of Turks empowerment on South-West
Georgian coast. The event had a great importance later and had a decisive meaning for

Georgian independence and even for Meskheti’. (Javakhishvili 1966:390)

Khojavant Iovane, the author of ‘Historic Missionary Diaries’ which served during the
reign of Erekle IT and Solomon I, belonged to the merchants. He was well informed and
that’s why his information is wide. Khutsesi tells about how the caravan left for Istanbul
in April 1763, how David returned back, why the khara sent by his father from Azrum
was lost, how his brother Luka bargains in Azrum. He also gives us information about
Iovane Berdzeni’s visit to Russia, ‘Presentation of Khulebi in Kutaisi Meidani’ and others.
Despite that the author at a glance, describes the routine of life, there are data for
reconstruction of socio-economic picture. ‘Missionary Diaries’ or ‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’
describes economic-trade relation tools and roads in reality, which connected the
Akhaltsikhe Sapasho with Azrum, Istanbul, Mozdok, Yerevan, Qartli, Imereti, the extre
South-West part of Georgia. By analysis of Khojavant Iovane’s ‘Missionary Diaries’ and
‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’ it becomes obvious the major trade, public positions, professions
and titles which were effective in Samtskhe-Javakheti in XVIII-XIX centuries, for
instance: 1. Merchants’ store (#8, page 123.2), tailor- Simonishvili (#20, pg. 125. 3), painter
— Silibistre (#5, pg.125), 4. Mamuka Mdivani (#7, pg.126) 5. Butcher Mahmud (#22,

pg-126,6), cowboy Pogho (#26, pg.126), vine-grower Memi (#15, pg.127), 8. Fra Dionise
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(#4, pg.128), 9. Little Jacob (426, pg.128.10), Hussar Iovane (#15, pg.134.11) 11. General
Sukatina (#26, pg.135.12). Nobleman Tsitsishvili (#25. Pg.135.13), citizen Aslana (#28,
pg-135. 14) David the painter (.24. pg 13)

In the subchapter 2 of the same chapter, according to the manuscript, completely different
way of thinking of South-West Georgia in late medieval centuries as well as ethnic
diversity is presented. ‘The Caucasian civilization by its nature is local; this is a case when
it is a natural integral part of the universalism. The Christianity defined the ideology of
the Caucasian World’s important part, the other part were Muslims. Both religions played

a huge role in civilizations processes.” (Metreveli 2009: 51).

During the first revision of Khojavant lovane’s ‘Missionary Diaries’ the impression is made
that the most part of the history described in the chronicles, the names, the surnames,
titles don’t have Georgian origin. Foreign smell is also followed by Georgian phraseology.
The smell, by force, with the weapons and bloody methods entered in the history of small
nations. Fortunately the detailed study of the chronicles decreased it and the final picture
of Samtskhe-Javakheti Georgian population or mentality appeared to be different. N.
Berdzenishvili expresses the opinion regarding Akhaltsikhe population in the work of
‘Issue of Georgians: 1. Names given are of Georgian origin. 2. Statute for excellent
Meskhetian Folk 3. Georgians by language 4. Village inhabitants are more Georgians 5.
Georgian language was native for these Catholics and more likely for their personality. 6.
During XVI-XVII centuries Akhaltsikhe region was gradually losing its Georgian and
getting Osman notion. 7. So spreading Georgian among non-Georgian population was not
necessity any more (Berdzenishvili 1933:31). The chronicles of the ‘Khojavant lovane’s
Missionary Diaries’ give us chance to differentiate names and positions, which could serve
as the specifications for ethnic-social situation spread in Akhaltsikhe Sapasho in XVIII-

XIX centuries.
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Chapter 6 Catholics in Akhaltsikhe Sapasho, Armenian Unitors, Latin-Catholic Relations

and Religious Clashes by Khojavant lovane’s ‘Missionary Diaries’

The chapter 6 covers the religious clashed based on the sources which made Akhaltsikhe
Sapasho well-known in this regard. As it is known the first missionaries came to Georgia
in late 20-ies and beginning of 30-ies of XIII century. The first missionaries were the
monks of Franciscan order so called minorities. The topic of Catholicism and the past of
Armenian-Latin —Georgian relations were discussed in details in ‘Khojavant Iovane’s
Missionary Diaries’ as our authors subjected to research were Catholics and this topic is a
major historical one in the chronicles of ‘Missionary Diaries’. Their baptizing as Catholics

is based on the historical past.

Since XV century in the near East the Catholic churches left without ‘Romans’ and the
part of the educational institutions opened by them were transferred to the Orthodox
church while the part of the which remained Catholic ones, like Latin priests, were under
the supervision of Armenian monks come from Qiligia and Nakhchevan. This is the start
of Georgians’ painful history (even for Catholics), especially this situation was in
Akhaltsikhe Sapasho and the ‘Khojavant lovane’s Missionary Diary’ describes all these
events. The concrete facts of religious conflicts between Latin Catholics and Armenian
priests in Akhaltsikhe Sapasho are described in Ivane Gvaramadze’s ‘Missionary’
chronicles. Several families are in the centre of the events, especially the following:
Shahkuliania and Kharischirashvilis, Shahkuliania and Makandarashvilis, Shahkuliania
and Navrozashvilis, their conflicts. According to the Ivane Gvaramadze’s ‘Missionary
Diaries’ this chapter covers the topic how the Meskhetian Catholic population was
persecuted by Osmans and Armenians in 1763- 1809, while the same source demonstrates

tension between Akhaltsikhe Sapasho and Catholic population, not less hostile relations
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than having with Osmans, in 1809-1842. The ‘Missionary Diaries’ describes in details
empowerement of Shalkuliania, important support from Russian side and tension with
Stephane Navrozashvili (the author of this continuation), after the events of tension

between Shahkuliania and Kharischirashvili.

Chapter VII - Imeretian Kingdom in the Second Half of XVIII and the Beginning of XIX
Centuries by Khojavant Iovane’s ‘Missionary Diaries’ Chronicles; Several Issues of Erekle

IT Relations with Imereti, Russia and Akhaltsikhe Sapasho

The chapter 7 covers the political events which took place regarding Imeretian King —
Solomon II, the King of Kartl-Kakheti — Erekle II and Russia in relation to Akhalsikhe
Sapasho. It is obvious that the history given in Khojavan Iovane’s chronicles has great
importance as itself as it was mentioned the author knew kings, their ambassadors and the
Batonishvilis quite well and he was involved in the state affairs as well. Khojavant Iovane
was the observer of the everyday events and the major topics of the chronicles have the
origin right from here: (we clarify that given data before the chronicles belong to the
author and mentions the date of the month when the chronicles were being written) ‘in
1763 Tatars’ army came from Imereti on Tuesday’. Khojavana describes in details the
tension between Solomon I and Hasan Phasha, Teimuraz, as well as the tention between
Imeretian governor and Racha Eristavi: In his 1767 chronicles Khojavana describes: ’16.
Hasan Phasha was replaced on 12 May, Ude was resettled to Charageti.” ‘On 28 January
1769 the king Solomon went to Racha’ (Gvaramadze 1892. 16). ‘Toseb, the brother of the
king Solomon, was appointed as the Head of Gelati Church’ (same 1892 16). The author
tells about tension between Dadiani and Solomon I since 1770. 2. ‘Gvinobistve. We
escaped from Dadiani to Qyitiri’. 5. Khoni and nearby villages were invaded by Dadiani’s
army. The king Solomon visited Dadiani in Namashevi. 17. Dadiani escaped from the king

Solomon to Matkhoji. 16. Batonishvili along with the Salkhltukhutsesi and Tamaza
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Meskhi visited the king, David Batonishvili of Giorgi Batonishvili was punished and
caught by Aleksandre Batonishvili and his men. After Imeretian unpleasant events the
chronicles demonstrates the last period of the reign of the last Imeretian king Solomon II
and the death of David, Giorgi’s son and their displacement in Akhaltsikhe. For instance:
1810, 19, the king Solomon came here. 19 June the king Solomon along with the Tatar
army fight against Russians in Imereti. 7. The Russians freed Akhalkalaki from Kizilbashs.
12. Tatar army went to Imereti. 25. Tatar army visited Imereti empty. 29. The king visited
Sviri, Ahmad Beg came. 1. Giorgoba. The king Solomon, fleed from Imereti, came along
with 150 men in Artaani and later to Yerevan in 1771. 2. Erekle II was visited by the
nobleman Tsitsishvili. Jacob was brought to him. Givi Tsitsishvili left. 5 March 1772 the
general got a horse from Erekle in Kutaisi. 1772, 4 Mkatatve Meeting of Russian and
Erekle’s army (Gvaramadze 1892: 5) or 1773. 4 Man of Erekle II came from Dadiani’s. The
king moved to Kartli, Surami. The king’s visit was announced in Surami. 1773. 10. The
king Irakli and the king Solomon visited Javakheti, they made an agreement (Gvaramadze
1892. 23) Khutsesi Iovane’s chronicles told us that: 1774.1 the king Solomon killed Tatars
and Leki armies. 1774.7 Rajab Leki was sent by the king to the king Erekle. 1774.24 Gogia
Binbashi visited Erekle in Kutaisi. During 1771-1772 the chronicles of the ‘Missionary
Diary’ demonstrate the participation of Georgian kings in Russian-Turkish battles and the
histories of the Russian Generals. The Khutsesi’s chronicles generally show the processes
after the king Erekle’s death and that period of time. The hardest times were in Meskheti
occupied by the Turks: ‘Meskheti occupied by the Osmans was completely losing
Christianity and at the same time aparting from the rest of Georgia both politically and
culturally. That’s why reuniting with Samtskhe-Saatabago became the major political issue
for Erekle II, the idea which was also supported by the Imeretian king Solomon I.
Samtskhe governed by Jakelis, already became muslims, in XVI-XVIII centuries was the
issue of dispute for foreign forces and Georgian kingdoms. Erekle II was one of the last

Georgian kings who could not accept this fact and did his best for its freedom, ‘in reality
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the kingdom of Kartl-Kakheti was the only defender and the heir of Meskhetian culture,

language, religion, in this regard the country belonged to Erekle’ (Lomsadze 2011: 78).

Chapter 8 — Role of Akhaltsikhe Sapasho in XVIII — XIX centuries; Structure of

Government of Akhaltsikhe Sapasho; ‘Lekianoba’, Demographic Situation

The chapter 8 of the doctor’s thesis describes that part of Khojavant Iovane’s Diary which
shows the leading position of Akhaltsikhe Sapasho in late medieval South — West
Georgian political life. Also ‘Lekianoba’ and the demographic situation of the region are
indicated there. The tension between Georgians and Turks during the whole period of
XVIII-XIX was also described; Turkey did not want to make any compromise with
Georgian governors in fact but the ‘dialogue’ and at the same time diverse one between
Georgians and Akhalstikhe Sapasho authorized by Osmans whose interest was directed
against Georgia, was ongoing for centuries, ‘In XVII century the Southern gate of Georgia
was also destroyed as Samtskhe-Saatabago partially became Muslim and a simple

administrative unit of Turkish Empire’ (Qiqodze 1958: 90).

A lot of notes about Erekle II, the Lekianoba, impudent actions of Akhaltsikhe Pashas and
generally separatist or other type of diplomatic agreements characterized for that period of
time are described in the ‘Missionary Diary’. Khutsesi Iovane knew Akhaltsikhe Pashas in
person, XVIII-XIX centuries’ Georgian history and Khutsesi’ letters dated in 1763-1809
demonstrate the important role of Akhaltsikhe Sapasho who fought against Imeretian
kings and gave shelter to some of them, used to negotiate with Erekle II and at the same
time was denying the idea of Georgian sovereignity. The issue of ‘Lekianoba’ is widely
described in the chronicles which was significantly changing the demographic situation of
Meskheti. According to the materials of the chronicles the doctor’s thesis underlines the

roles of the historic persons, especially: Hasan Phasha, Suleiman Phasha, Zabit Phasha and
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Gola Phasha who did their best for complete islamization of Samtskhe- Saatabago and

joining Turkey.

Chapter 9 — Several Issues of Everyday Life of South-West Georgia in XVIII-XIX by

Khojavant Iovane’s ‘Missionary Diaries’

The chapter 9 of our thesis summarizes the data given in the chronicles of Khutsesi
Iovane, which demonstrate some details of everyday life of South —West Georgia and the
author of the chronicles. Khutsesi, as the devoted Catholic, pays attention to the
secondary details and at the same time talks about the appointment of the Rome Popes. He
has so close relations with the king Solomon that he can grant him the box, have supper
along with him, the Catholic Patriarche, and ‘General’. He is asked for advice by
Batonishvilis, especially Alexander: ‘In 1772. 15 I saw Alexander and Zaqaria the priest.
28. Alexander Batonishvili visited the church to see me. I saw the Catholic Patriarch and
talked to him 23. Alexander Batonishvili came to me. 1776. Alexander Batonishvili along
with David Mdivani came to the church for religious services.” Khojavani tells us about
the religious service provided in the baths, confession, destroying families on the basis of
religion, etc. ‘1768. 7 Mamuka Mdivani attended the religious service at home. 1770. 30 I
conducted religious service in Kutaisi baths. The captains, officers and hussars attended.
Khojavant Iovane describes the everyday life events, natural disasters, converting Muslims
to Christianity, attack on Adjarians, death people on Caravan roads, petty crimes, ordinary
people and high rank officials’ lives. 17. Some of them doubt about discovery of a star with
a tail. The chronicles describes the epidemy spread on those times in all over the World
and medieval Georgia. According to the chronicles of ‘Missionary Diaries’ and as the
sources prove the epidemy was in Akhaltsikhe during 1785-1790: ‘1790. 19 the epidemy
was mentioned here. 6. Tibatve. The priest Iovane escaped from epidemy to Imereti. 22.

The spouse of the blind Tevdore passed away due to the epidemy. 5. Sadzleliant baker’s
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son passed away because of the epidemy.” Iovane Khutsesi can tell the whole story as one
statement: ‘became city, was destroyed, was ruined, old kusai, narrow-headed Silibistre,
Tamaza, low-voice Annai, dirty Kola, etc. his dictionary is special. He can tell stories of
ordinary people and government officials calmly: for instance: the death of a young man
returned from Yerevan and freezing of his horse in the cold water, Tsulukidzes’ Gabunia
‘destroy’, the death of Russian Queen Ekaterina, Abkhazians’ resettlement, impudence of

Kutaisi Armenians, the death of Elisabeth, the spouse of Dadiani, etc.

By general assessment Khojavant Iovane represents the author of the chronicles of a
certain period of late medieval Georgia, the information delivered to us refers to social and
economic issues, as well as political events, which played a decisive role in the

development of next period of Georgian history.

Conclusions: In 1892 Ivane Gvaramadze re-wrote the ‘Historic Missionary Diaries of
Khojavant Priest lovane’, while in 1979 Shota Lomsadze published somehow filled in same
letters by the title of ‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’. According to the research the picture looks

like:

1. Ivane Gvaramadze’s version of ‘Missionary Diaries’ counts 107 pages, while Shota
Lomsadze’s one — 111 pages. As it seems the chronicles are different on quatitative
basis and sometimes they differ from each other by content. The first major difference
refers to the description of the 1794 years’ events, six notes in ‘Missionary’ and
‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’ differ from each other by content.

2. ‘In Missionary Diaries’ the material is given as a whole, while on page 89 the dividing
line is observed without any subtitle or any indication, Ivane Gvaramadze gives us the
manuscript in the author’s style. Sh. Lomsadze presents the same material in three

absolutely different titles: a. Missionary Diary of Ioane Khutsesi (Gvaramdze names as
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Iovane), b. Stephane Navrozashvili’s Chronicles, c. Stephane Abinashvili’s Diary. Sh.
Lomsadze’s ‘Navrozashvili’s Chronicles’ starts from 1770 year. Out of 89 pages 8 are
different chronicles put in the Ivane Gvaramadze’s ‘Missionary Diaries’ and the main
events continue from 5 January 1810. Major differences start from page 89 in Ivane
Gvaramadze’s ‘Missionary Diary’ and page 206 in Sh.Lomsadze’s ‘Akhaltsikhuri’
named after Navrozashvili. The total amount of the differences reaches up to 200
notes.

. The important data on page 105 in Gvaramadze’s manuscript which describes the
inhuman treatment of Russian General Bebutov, is not given in the chronicles of
Sh.Lomsadze’s ‘Navrozashvili’.

. As a summary the list of both chronicles is common up to 1809. The title of the
manuscript is dated on 1763-1809 while the real events are dated on 1842.

Shota Lomsadze contributed to his ‘Akhaltsike Chronicles’ during 1976-79. According
to the materials presented during religious ceremony which were not added either by
Stephane Navrozashvili in-time (the author who continued Khojavant Diaries) nor
Ivane Gvaramadze (re-writer of Khojavant Diaries). So it seems that becoming
relatives of Stephane Navrozashvili, Ivane Gvaramadze and Iovane, Sh. Lomsadze
represents the new author of this material.

. Also Iv. Gvaramadze’s re-written ‘Historic Missionary Diaries’s and Niko
Berdzenishvili’s re-written ‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’ in 1933 the same as ‘Khoja
Havanas Diary’ written by the relatives of Iovane were compared. The result of the
comparative analysis is as follows:

. N. Berdzenishvili’s manuscript contains seven different size notebooks in total. There
are differences and similarities in these notebooks; the first six notebooks are dated
starting from one up to six, while the seventh is not dated. The content of the first six
and the seventh undated notebooks demonstrates similar and different events. The

content is also different: the first six notebooks has lots of details of the chronicles,
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10.

while the seventh notebook has 16 pages where the author suddenly stops the
narration.

It has to be mentioned that Sh. Lomsadze took the title ‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’ from
N. Berdzenishvili. We underlined the history of the manuscript transciption which
was mentioned on the last page of the first notebook of N.Berdzenishvili (Georgian
Museum, Manuscripts section 2782 — H). It is known that Georgian manuscripts were
kept in Janashia State Museum for years and as it seems the number (2782-H in 1958)
granted in Janashia Museum during this period was left the same for ‘Khojavanat
Iovane Missionary Diary’ in K.Kekelidze Institute of Manuscripts (1958). Even today
you can find it by this transcription in the National Centre of Manuscripts. Despite
minor differences in the seventh notebook we can freely assume that similar to Shota
Lomsadze’s ‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’ and Iv. Gvaramadze’s ‘Missionary Diaries’ it
contains 16 pages and notifications. As for Ivane Gvaramadze’s ‘Missionary Diaries’
and N.Berdzenishvili’s first six notebooks- manuscripts, ‘Khoja Havana’s Diaries’ the
comparative analysis proved major differences.

There is no title on the cover page of the first notebook. ‘Nazaraant Chronicles’ could
be read on only second and third notebooks, while there is a title on the fifth and the
sixth notebooks about ‘Nazaraant Chronicles’ and ‘Khoja Havana’s Diary’. The title
could be read as ‘Nazaraant Chronicles’ sometimes; also the title of the manuscript is
‘Khoja Havana’s Diary’ by N.Berdzenishvili, while another title has ‘Historic
Missionary Diaries of Khojavant Priest lovane’ by Ivane Gvaramadze. It might seem
unimportant but still the difference is observed.

The research demonstrated that these six notebooks are whole collection written by
Iovane’s relatives according to their way of thinking. Somehow due to these
conditions this is so different in comparison with the manuscript re-written by
Iv.Gvaramadze. We mentioned the notification: ‘I wrote a lot but did not contribute

it here’ in Iv. Gvaramadze’s ‘Missionary Diaries of Khojavant lovane’. Based on this
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11.

12.

13.

14.

notification we can assume that Khojavant Iovane used to write several versions and
some points were not reflected in the chronicles.

As a whole there are 2147 events described in ‘Missionary Diaries of Khojavant
Iovane’ re-written by Iv. Gvaramadze; while there are 2971 — in N. Berdzenishvili’s
‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’, the difference counts 824 points. This is a comparative
analysis of N.Berdzenishvili’s first six notebooks with Iv.Gvaramadze’s manuscript. As
for the seventh notebook, as we mentioned above, it could be assumed as a separate
material, though its 16 pages notebook is almost similar to ‘Missionary’, with minor
exceptions (mostly referring to the inception). It means that ‘Missionary Diaries’ and
N.Berdzenishvili’s so called seventh undated notebook are in compliance, which
could not be said about Berdzenishvili’s 1-6 notebooks and ‘Missionary Diaries’.
N.Berdzenishvili’s manuscripts, dated in 1808, contain much more wide factual data
than Khojavant Iovane’s version; we clarify one important issue: vast majority of the
points are in favor of N.Berdzenishvili’s version. It has to be said that different topics
of the chronicles the version re-written by N.Berdzenishvili, along with them,
represent the information about the quantity of died people in Akhaltsikhe Sapasho
and the information containing social problems. While Iv. Gvaramadze’s version
covers mostly political events. Maybe that’s why N.Berdzenishvili in his comments
mentions this gap in his version and adds that: Khojavana was interested in the
movement of his relatives and social issues (Berdzenishvili 1933: 4).

It is interesting that we cannot see the important issue such as Khojavant Iovane’s
death in the sixth notebook of N.Berdzenishvili’s manuscript which in fact ends up
the narration (in comparison with the notebook #6 and so called seventh notebook
describes this detail).

The chronicle has got an Armenian statement which could be seen only in
N.Berdzenishvili’s first notebook. Maybe this could belong to Iovane’s relatives, also it

is possible that Iovane, knowing Armenian language, used his knowledge and the text
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

reads as: On 28 August (Friday) I saw a tailed star, it has the tail from three sides (after
that an Armenian sentence follows). Also I mention here that the tailed star is also
described in ‘Missionary Diary’ and Lomsadze’s chronicles, but these are in Georgian.
In Berdzenishvili’s version, dated in 1772, we also observe an episode described in
Armenian language (neither this is included in ‘Missionary Diary’ and Lomsadze’s
version).

Our attention was paid to the culture of the wording of the manuscript which is
radically different from each other. Also the chronicles of the ‘Missionary Diary’ are
divided according to the date while in the Berdzenishvili’s version we can see the
year, month, date, day.

While comparing N.Berdzenishvili’s ‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’ and ‘Missionary Diaries’
the most attention was paid to the fifth notebook. ‘Missionary Diaries’ says (page 71,
#30-31) ‘disease appeared’ while the fifth notebook (page 91) demonstrates different
paragraph 62 and the events continues till 1801.

Apart from that Niko Berdzenishvili’s ‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles and Shota Lomsadze’s
‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles, Iovane Khutsesi’s Diaries’ describe one particular historic
period and are based on the materials kept in Foundation of Manuscripts, Samtskhe-
Javakheti Museum, re-written by Ivane Gvaramadze and Iovane’s relatives; the
inhuman treatment of Bebutov in Akhaltsikhe in1829 is not described in in these
chronicles, it is observed only in the version kept in National Centre of Manuscripts
(#2782-H).

N.Berdzenishvili’s so called #7 note-book is dated by 1763-1771. Despite from the
seventh notebook the events described in the first six notebooks cover the period of
1762-1809. By the title of ‘Missionary Diaries of Khojavant Iovane’ covers the period
of 1763-1809 but the narration chronology continues up to 1842.

The title of Iv.Gvaramadze’s manuscript is ‘Historic Missionary Diaries of Khojavant

Priest Iovane’, only the last materials in the chronicles names Navrozashvili and
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Abinashvili families. Shota Lomsadze’s chronicles are significantly different by the
categories: a. lovane Khutsesi’ diaries, b. Stephane Navrozashvili’s Chronicles, 3.
Stephane Abinashvili’s diary. While we read all as a one in N.Berdzenishvili’s version:
a. Nazaraant chronicles, b. Khoja Havana’s Diary (the differences cover the dates of
the manuscripts, as well as the dates of the titles).

So it has to be said that despite the differences in the paragraphs and in terms of
content, the chronicles are identical. Both of them (Berdzenishvili’s and
Gvaramadze’s ones) describe whole picture about the political and socio-economic
events in Samtskhe-Javakheti in1764-1809.

As a result of comparative analysis of Khojavant Iovane’s ‘Missionary Diaries’ and
‘Akhaltsikhe Chronicles’ the major socio-economic positions, professions and titles,
which were effective in Samtskhe-Javakheti in XVIII-XIX, are named.

Khojavant Iovane’s ‘Missionary Diaries’ Chronicles’ give us possibility to differentiate
names-surnames and positions which could serve as the justification for existing
ethnic-social origin in Akhaltsikhe Sapasho in XVIII-XIX.

According to the materials kept in Khojavant lovane’s chronicles some details
describing the late medieval Georgia and its political life, in particular: Solomon I,
Solomon II, Erekle II, Akhaltsikhe Pashas and cooperation, tention and conflicts, are
given.

This is for the first time when Ivane Gvaramadze’s letter to Dimitri Baqradze as well
as Ivane Gvaramadze’s research ‘Samtskhe Saatabago’ is published. Both of them
refers to the study resources and has a leading importance for the thesis.

‘Historic Missionary Diaries’ the same as ‘Khoja Havana’s Diaries’ is an outstanding
chronicle. This is a narrative material about late medieval Georgia which describes
the events in Meskheti in 1763-1842. We consider that the work performed by us will

contribute to study this hard time of Georgian history.
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