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Summary

In XXI century art semiotics occupy a special place in the general theory of system of symbols.
Semiotics of theater is an important and until now the least-studied part of this difficult problem.
That's why it was interesting for me to direct research of modern Georgian theater towards this
aspect. In the age of post-modernism, against a background of existential-significant procedure of
work of art as perception of reflection, in the science of art there appears an issue of its language, as
finding common language between the author and a reader, spectator, listener. Based on the fact
that all systems that are means of communication between two or more people can be defined as a
language, modern scholars of art assert that different fields of art have their own special language.

Since art implies communication, then it necessarily has an organized system — language for



communication. Therefore, we can speak about the language of music, painting, theater, and art in

general.

Theatrical language is in the first place theatricality, which is a collection of different signs, codes —
actors’ performance (body plasticity, voice sonority, movement in space, etc), decor, lighting, music
(melody, tonality, rhythm), silence, stillness, pause, metaphors, symbols, etc. All these create a

theatrical language.

The historical-typological and structural-dialectical method used in the work gave me the possibility
to analyze what is “theatrical language” in general, to define the aggregate of characters that create
this language; to show the process of formation of Robert Sturua’s theatrical language during its

study.

First of all, it is defined what means “text” in a play. Of course we can talk about the play as a
united text. The play carries a series of individual messages and at the same time has a meaning of

integrity.

The first chapter discusses the key performances that played a special role in formation of Robert
Sturua’s theatrical language. These are: A.Tsagareli’s “Khanuma”, D.Kldiashvili’s “Samanishvili's

Step-Mother”, P.Kakabadze’s “Kvarkvare”, A.Sumbatashvili’s “Treason”.

The second chapter of the work will discuss the impact of Bakhtin’s theory of grotesque realism and
“alienation effect” of Bertolt Brecht on the director’s theatrical language. This chapter analyzes
mainly Brecht’s “Caucasian Chalk Circle” and “The Good Person of Szechwan”. Robert Sturua has
his own comprehension of Brecht’s theatrical aesthetics. The director linked Brecht with Bakhtin
and Georgian theatre and did not transfer Brecht’s principles directly to Georgian theatre as a

simple “craftsman”.

The third chapter analyzes Robert Sturua’s Georgian Shakespeareana. In this work I discuss the
performances in which in my opinion the director’s position, his style, theatrical language was
expressed most intensively. Basically, I relied on interpretations of Shakespeare's plays by Sturua
staged in Rustaveli Theatre. These are: “Richard 1117, “King Lear”, “Macbeth”, “Twelfth Night; or,
What You Will” and “Hamlet”.

In conclusion I outlined a list of semiotic signs typical for Robert Sturua’s theatrical language:

1. Text montage (sometimes Robert Sturua does not stage all the scenes, acts defined by a

play);



2. During staging a performance use of “film montage” method; In order to clearly convey
the concept adding to the characters more publicistic resonance by transformation of these

characters;
3. Metaphorical understanding of characters’ actions;

4. Application of scenic space with mathematical precision and saturation of signs;
attaching the role of symbol or metaphor to decors or props (everything that is on the stage

has the additional meanings);
5. Representation of the unity of whole and part, fragment and entirety;

6. Universality of actors (their play does not belong to one theatrical style); The new manner

of play, psychological moves combined with own theatrical stylistics;
7. Coexistence of drama and irony;
8. Giving music the same function as to the spoken language or plastic, body language;
9. Several musical themes in a play, each of them has dramaturgic and emotional function;
10. Creating plastic sketch by means of music;

11. Eclecticism of performance costumes, adding dramaturgic function to costumes;
excellent dynamics of scenic narration (e.g. if a personage reads a monologue, for Sturua it

is not only a monologue in classic interpretation);
12. Mixing times (in his performances time is never defined);
13. Nonexistence of border between reality and conventionality;
14. Poly-stylistics of genres.

Thus, we can say that the main innovation of the work in Georgian theatrology is a process of
studying theatrical language in general, and specifically study, analysis of Robert Sturua’s theatrical

language, the introduction of new forms and new complex approaches for this field.
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