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Abstract

Introduction

Actuality of the Topic
From the day of its foundation, Georgian television was under the state control as other

republics’ televisions in the Soviet Union. It served for the state’s internal interests. It is obvious



that the children’s broadcasting was formed under the ideological press and was the effective
propagandistic tool. Nowadays, the destination of the children’s broadcasting is directly
connected to the formation of Georgian private TV companies, satellite and cable televisions,
which is the new stage of TV broadcasting development. It is our life’s natural fact, because it is
directly linked to the country’s ongoing process of democratization in the Soviet Union. The
government body has lost its monopolistic state on TV and the pluralization of broadcasting has
been started.

In the XXI century, the quick development of electronic communication changed the
human relationship, social-political and cultural situation, and contributed to establish the new
way of thinking. In 1982, the scientists used the concept “the generation of new consciousness”
or “indigo generation”, but the concept was established after publishing the book “The Indigo
Generation: The New Kids Have Arrived” by Lee Carroll in 1999. The “indigo generation” is
distinguished with the strong intellect and skills of digital technologies. Their demands are
satisfied by the TV production of various virtual technologies, which is almost impossible for
the creative potential of our country’s TV channels. In this direction, the small or big screen
production of the USA is distinguished, which strives for the full monopolization of audiovisual
world, creates and establishes the American values, which therefore weakens the national values
successively. Especially, the children and adults are under the influence of this product.

In Georgia, there is an inert attitude towards the children’s broadcasting from as state
sector and as public one. It is not completely realized the aim and possibility of children’s
broadcasting for the vital interests of the society, which the children’s broadcasting have in the
process of forming the future generation. Today Georgian society does not have the appropriate
objective information about the essence, influence and importance of this institute. The level,
qualification and experience of specialists in this field are not satisfactory. There are not learned
and researched the psychology, tendencies, and demands of Georgian children and young
audience, which should be reflected on TV. For the formation of future generation, the

importance and necessity of the children’s broadcasting makes the dissertation actual.

The Goals of Research

In the dissertation, we pay attention to the fact of how the mentioned problem is treated,
and there are many unstudied issues. The main orientation of research is the analysis of the
social-political processes, which conditioned the formation and development of the Georgian

children’s broadcasting. The research tasks were connected to manifesting the methodological



prerequisites and basis, which contributes to find out the regularities and tendencies of the

modern children’s broadcasting. The object of research is the activity of the current Public

Broadcasting (former Georgian Television — The 1¥ Channel) and private TV companies, which

are reviewed by comparing with the children’s broadcasting of the world leader TV companies.
The goals of research are:

1. Analyzing the factors that conditioned the formation of the children’s broadcasting at
the only State Television in the period of the Soviet Union, later the generation of
cable, satellite and private TV companies in Georgia during the period of the Post
Soviet Union, and the creation of alternative children’s broadcasting;

2. Learning the typological features of the children’s broadcasting at the Public
Broadcasting and private TV companies;

3. Establishing the perspective directions of problems and development at the children’s’
broadcasting;

4. Analyzing the advantages and disadvantages of the production of children’s
broadcasting in Georgia;

5. Stating the determinant factors of staff professionalism and qualification;

6. Defining the importance of Georgian children’s broadcasting in the process of

preserving the national values under the current conditions of globalization;

The History of Learning the Research Problem

The children’s broadcasting is widely used in the modern world, as the effective mean of
the formation of future generation. Therefore, the great attention is paid to the analysis of the
children’s audience and children’s broadcasting, and to the definition and implementation of the
appropriate policy of broadcasting.

The development of the Georgian children’s broadcasting is the very complex process,
which covers 56 years. But it is not still formed as the subject of serious scientific research. In
1970s, the researcher N. Leonidze conducted the survey by the use of questionnaires in order to
learn the function and efficiency of the Georgian television, but there is very little information
about the problems of the children’s broadcasting in his research. Unfortunately, the children’s
broadcasting has not become as the urgent research subject in the Georgian reality; there are
very rare works, such as the article “Pedagogy of Television” by E. Iberi, which was edited 18
years ago. The author analyzes the problems of the children’s broadcasting that are formed on
one side by collapsing the totalitarian regime, and on the second side by the process of
democratization. So, for defining the essence and importance of the children’s broadcasting, we

searched the reviews of famous researchers (U. Shram, V. L. Sapak, E. Bagirov, M. Mcluen, Z.



Krakauer, S. Eizentshtein, D. Kitzinger, J. Korner, A. Berger, R. Sabin, R. Patterson, and so on),
which were appropriate for the subject of our research. This rich material gives the possibility to
understand the whole period dynamics of 56-year Georgian children’s broadcasting in the

general conditions of regularities.

The Scientific Novelty of Research

The dissertation research is the first attempt to review the formation and development of
the Georgian children’s broadcasting with the modern view, which is a complex process. It is
directly connected to the social-political processes of the country. The 56-year history of
children’s broadcasting is analyzed with the ideological side: 1. What place the children’s
broadcasting took at the state television during the Communist regime and by which factors its
ideology was defined; 2. By which specification the initial period of its development is
characterized; 3. What problems were formed by the de-ideologization at the children’s
broadcasting after the collapse of totalitarianism; 4. Which structural reforms were implemented
at the children’s broadcasting at the beginning of democratization process; 5. What place the
children’s broadcasting is holding at the Public Broadcasting and other TC companies; 6. Which
program structure and principles of formation the children’s broadcasting of national TV
channels have; 7. By what factors the creative lack of professional, qualified staff is conditioned;
8. What positive and negative tendencies are appeared in the activity of the children’s
broadcasting and what perspectives of development it has; 9. By which factors it should be
distinguished from the private TV companies and what responsibilities the Public Broadcasting
should have for the upbringing of the future generation.

This is the full list of the tasks, which are analyzed in this work at first time, this facts
defines its scientific novelty.

In the point of methodological view, the research was conducted in three main directions:
1. the analysis of documentation of generating and forming the children’s broadcasting at the
state television; 2. the interview with the staff the of state television; 3. learning the structure and
production of the children’s broadcasting of Public Broadcasting and private TV companies as

with the use of archive and broadcasting net as by observing the live programs.

The Practical Importance of Research

In the research, the main stages and tendencies of the development of the Georgian
children’s broadcasting are researched from the foundation of the television to the following
stages. We have analyzed the role of the children’s broadcasting in the social upbringing system

and the importance of the new technologies. There is described the technology of preparing the



children’s TV projects (TV games, quiz shows, TV performances, video clips), live broadcasting
of performance with the mobile TV station, and so on. We have reviewed the possibilities of
new High Definition (HD) camera and virtual studio. We think that the presented research work
will be useful for TV actors, researchers and other people, who are interested in this issue. It is
supposed that some tasks of the work will be used by the students of the direction of TV
directing, TV journalists and visual art. Finally, as the first work about the Georgian children’s
broadcasting, somehow it will have the role of historical material for the future researches in this
field.

The Structure of Research

The thesis is composed with the introduction, four chapters and the conclusion with the
attached bibliography.

In the introduction, the actuality of the research topic is substantiated, the problems are
stated, the working level and characters according to the existed literature are valuated, and the
subject, tasks, main directions and methods of research are defined.

The first chapter ,,The Children’s Broadcasting in the Educational System of the
Communist Period” is about the process of generating and formation of the children’s
broadcasting in Georgia, which is directly connected to the process of generating and
development of the broadcasting in the Soviet Union, therefore we review the above-mentioned
task relatively to it.

The Soviet Union was the strong united structure and system, where the least bolt had
its place. In order to preserve the system, there should have been created “a new human”, that
meant the upbringing and preparation of the Communist cognition. The formation of “a new
human” should have been proceeded by the consciousness of loyalty and responsibility towards
“the Soviet Socialist homeland. One of the main goals of the system is to weaken the
independence, uniqueness, tradition and to forget the real history. The Communistic ideology
created the systematical methodology for the formation and for obeying the Soviet society,
where all ideological-public institutes were participated, among them the mass communication
means were also considered as the main basis. It is obvious that the TV broadcasting was the
strong tool for influencing the public from its formation. The central television actively
participated in the creation of “a new human”, which was the example for all republic television
in the Soviet Union and its demands should have taken into consideration by the all televisions
of fraternal republics, there was such kind of general ideological direction. Our main topic is the
children’s broadcasting, which beginning point is 1951 year, when the children’s TV journal

“Soviet Pioneer” was broadcasted by the central television. From this day the permanent



children’s broadcasting started in Moscow, which main functions were based on the principles
of the Communist upbringing. But in Georgia the development of this direction started later in
1957, when the program “Georgian Pioneer” was broadcasted. The TV journal promoted the live
standards and rules of the Soviet Union actively. Then the journal was named as “Mertskhali”,
which was loaded with the national tendencies and brought the correspondent “Ankesa”, which
disclosed the defects of pioneers. Actually, “Ankesa” was based on the critical issues in the
Georgian television. It is supposed that the censor was lack focused on the programs of the
children under the school age and primary schools. That is why the section of those children’s
programs was always considered as “the oasis” of free experiments. But it is not the same with
the children of high school, where the strictly established ideological-propagandistic programs
were prepared.

In that period, the children’s broadcasting did not have own time and place. There were
often the accidental programs, when the interests of different age groups were taken into
consideration. But this was not about the programs of children under the school age. For them,
the daily program “Revived Drawings” was prepared. From the literature, fine arts, theater,
cinematography and television, the Party demanded to establish and consolidate the feelings of
patriotism and internationalism towards the country in the society. There was the ideology in the
theater, music, painting, cinematography and newly-created television. This demand of the
Communist Party was obviously reflected in the resolution of the Central Committee, which was
passed on 29" of January in 1960. There was highlighted the use of possibilities of television’s
audio-visual influences on the society for the promotion of Marxism-Leninism ideas. In the
resolution, the children’s broadcasting and its importance was mentioned. According to the
resolution, the defined daily duration (60 minutes) and place in the broadcasting net was
apportioned for the children’s programs. In the all republics of the Soviet Union, some programs
(“Alarm Clock”, “Exercises for Children”, “Do with us, as us and better than us”) and the
propagandistic program for the 90™ anniversary of Lenin’s Birthday became obligatory to be
showed on the central television. The program “People from the Leninist Team” created by the
children’s editorial staff of Belorussia was chosen as the best work by the Communist Party, it
was televised by all fraternal republics. Later, by the influence of this program, a new program
“On the Tracks of our Fathers” was created.

After the resolution, the reforms started in the Georgian television, too. As the chief-
editor of the children’s editorial staff was appointed A. Gachechiladze. He established strong
editorial office with his enthusiasm. They started to prepare the programs for the children of all
ages: for the children under the school age (“Screen of Tserodena”, “Our Cinema Hall”, “Brave

Photo Hunter”, etc.), for the children of primary school (*“Musical Clock”, “Travel Around the



World”, “Wizard Paint”, etc.) and for the children of high school (“Talk About the Profession”,
“Workshop of Chkhirkedela”, “Our Famous Ancestors”, etc.). It is worth to highlight the
program “Screen of Tserodena”, which was a good Georgian analogue of the program “Good
Night, Children” of the Moscow Central Television. The program was televised daily before the
news program; it was anchored by L. Mikadze and M. Machabeli in succession. But the latter
was more popular and loved by the people. This fact was caused by the different factors. The TV
production has the audio and visual interaction and combination as the basis, and in the
“Tserodena” the main importance was depended on the meaning of word. M. Machabeli
apportioned himself the established and received theatrical methods (declamation, exaggerated
playing) and tried to find his own method of playing. His voice was more intimate, his theatrical
“evaluations” more accurate, he played in details, each his pronounced word was followed by
the logical gesticulation, which provided the show with more expressiveness. He acted with
dolls, as they were the human and equal creations. This fact increased the factor of reliability;
therefore, children were annoyed by the didactical-upbringing voice of M. Machabeli. In the
republics of the Soviet Union, there was the system of studying the rating of a program, and its
effectiveness was determined by the response of audition. Hence from this fact, “Screen of
Tserodena” was undoubtedly one of the most popular and watchable program. This idea is
supported even by the fact that it (later it was renamed as “Dzilispiruli”) has been continuing for
30 years.

The demands towards the television were more and more increasing. The reforms again
started in the Georgian TV broadcasting, the chief-editor of the children’s programs T.
Natsvlishvili was replaced by E. Iberi, who implemented the very crucial corrections not only in
the children’s editorial office, but also generally in the strategy of Georgian children’s TV
broadcasting. At this period, the programs for very small children (“Screen of Tserodena”,
“Multi-Panorama”, “Wizard Screen”), which were mainly video-review of animated movies,
were prepared in the cinema-editorial office. The cognitive programs (“On the World Roads and
Crossroads”, “Seven Miracles of the World”, “Travel around the World”, on the basis of them a
very popular program “Globe” was created, which had been televising for 19 years) were had
the structure of lessons and were considered as the component of scientific editorial office,
where later the educational department was created. At this period, they started to repeat the
children’s programs several times, which provided the broadcasting period with less expenditure
besides the entertainment and education. In the children’s editorial department, E. Iberi
implemented the differentiation according to the age. There were created three sections: 1. the
section of programs for primary schoolchildren; 2. the section of programs for high

schoolchildren; 3. the group of professional technical education (from October in 1976). The



program “Health and Life” was realized in the direction of E. Iberi, it had the dialogue format.
The authors tried to describe the current life with the documentary, so they televised the fact
when it was in the process, it became as the characteristics of television. This fact conditioned
the popularity of the program. The program, which was dedicated to “Gandegili” by llia
Chavchavadze, had the great response. During writing the program, students involved in the
discussion, and argued with the anchor (writer A. Sulakauri), as the reason of the death of the
main character of the poem, they considered his less belief. The bold applications of students
shook the received educational clichés of schools, which caused the great interest of the
Georgian society.

In February, 1973, the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences and the children’s editorial
office of the central television held the first international conference “Television and Children”
in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, where three general issues were highlighted: the
increase of the influence of television on the children, satisfying the scientists and teachers with
the content and format of the program, giving the priority to the shows in the children’s
programs. At the Georgian television, the work of the children’s editorial office was realized to
this direction. The programs with the characteristics of didactics were again prepared: (Tribune
of Communist Union’s Assets”, “They Worship their Country with Labor”, Communist Union
Life”, etc.). Although at the Georgian television, the first show program was appeared in the
parallel of this action. The quiz shows, such as “Seven Seals” and “Saturn”, were the innovative
with the format, because they had the national symbols and attributes. There were participated
the schools from the whole Georgia. We pay attention to this fact, because today TV company
“Rustavi 2” broadcast the quiz show “The The Brainiest Kid”, which format is taken from the
foreign television. During preparing the analogues from the foreign programs, it is very crucial
to keep the creative individualism and focus on the specification of our audition. The influence
of mass culture, first of all, has the danger of unification. The televisions of Italy, Japan, China
and many others try to keep away from these threats. At first, they try to keep their country’s
specification in the programs dedicated to the children and young people.

During this period, the first TV project with the show elements “Merry Hotel” was
prepared, where the smart children took participation with the famous actors and popular people.
With its structure “Merry Hotel” included all the characteristics of the show (decoration,
theatrical elements, music, choreography and theater skills), which caused the great popularity
not only among the children but also among the adults. It is worthy to mention the cycle of
cognitive-educational programs “Music Club”, which was conducted by J. Kakhidze and its live
broadcasting was realized through the MBS (Mobile Broadcasting Station). Such “live lessons”

make children love the classical and Georgian national music. By the well-defined



reorganization, the children’s editorial office became more compact and was converted in one
system.

In the Georgian television, the work on the children’s topic was conducted in other
direction, too; we mean the theatre and cinema studio. In Georgia, from the initial staged of the
television development, many directors got interested in the television; among them was M.
Tumanishvili, who directed the several performances, such as “Adventures of Chipolino” for the
children. The first children film-concert “Revived Pictures” was directed by him, too. At the
beginning, the performances were staged with the net theatrical technologies, but at the end of
70s, “the television theatre” was formed at the television base. Gradually it became obvious that
the television performances, distinguished from the theatrical performances, included the
elements of cinema. During 80-90s, the experiments started at “the television theatre”. The art
directors G. Kakhabrishvili gathered the young directors with the experienced ones (M.
Imedadze, T. Chkheidze, N. Bagration-Gruzinksi, K. Dolidze, etc.) and began to produce the
performances of all genres and topics. In the repertoire of “the television theatre”, the children’s
performances had the importance place. The performance “Capital Nemo” of J. Verne was
staged (director N. Begiashvili). In the performance, the most interesting part was the artistic
one, where the submarine world was created with the pictures. The director G. Ebralidze shot
“The Shepherdess and the Chimney Sweep” by Andersen, which was the puppet show with the
china figurines, where the dynamic was achieved by the camera. According to the story of V.
Spikav, “It Should Not Happen” was staged (directors: T. Chabukiani, N.Sharabidze, N.
Begiashvili). The performance, because of its form and the later developed facts, was the
discussing issue for the society. The plot was built on the indifference and mercilessness of
people. The performance was kind of mystical prediction - in one case, in the performance, the
society did not help the boy (actor G. Kobakhidze), who was in difficulty, and doomed him to
death; in the second case, the hijackers, among them G. Kobakhidze was, were not supported by
the society and were doomed to the death in real life. The young people were judged and
punished with the highest penalty, such as the sentence to be shot. The art side of the
performance was very interesting, which was consisted of three segments. One part of the acts
was developed in the non-real environment, in the metal construction, the second part in the
interior, and the third one at the discotheque, where nothing had been planned before. It was
already real reporting. Such combination of the artistic-documentary material directed to the
signs of postmodernist thinking in the Georgian television.

In 1968, the TV cinema studio was formed, which art director was the director R.
Chkheidze. TV cinema studio paid a great attention to the children repertoire. This fact is proved

by the following movies: “Boy and Bird” (director K. Surmava), “Small Friends” (directors “M.



Khonelidze), “Trip” (director T. Gotsadze), “Clean Board” (director O. Shamatava), “Gela”
(director N. Mchedzlidze), “The Fifteenth Spring” (director S. Chkheidze), “A Very Small
Story” ( director G. Ovashvili), etc. In 1972, the directors Kartlos and Buba Khotivari shot the
acclaimed movie “Adventure of Lazare”. In 1974, the director Z. Kakabadze shot the musical
film-concert “Mziuri”. In 1983, the plot of the movie “Spot” shot by the director A. Tsabadze
agitated the society. Because of the fact that the plot was about the senseless opposition of young
people, which often finished with the fatal result that was not strange for Georgia of that time.
The movie was presented at many prestige cinema festivals. If we overview the children’s topic
of movies in general, we will get sure that the censorship was less here. The directors worked on
such issues, which were about the true values — the first feeling, friendship, etc. unlikely the
artistic or documentary movies shot for adults, where in the most cases, if the main line of the
content was not the ideology of the Soviet Union, it must not be irrelevant to it.

From the middle period of 80s, the structural changes were implemented in the whole
Soviet Union. The chief-editor of the news program “Moambe” T. Khomeriki was appointed as
the chief-editor of the children’s department. The qualitative character of propagandist-didactical
programs was reinforced. The balance between the age groups and directions was abolished. The
children should be reared in the way that they should respect other nations and people; they
should have the responsibility towards the “socialist homeland of the Soviet Union”. Everything
was done to make children forget the originality, uniqueness, traditions, roots, real history of
their country. Managing such type of people, of course, would be easier. For achieving these
goals, the Communists took the possession of the television, as it was the strong means of
communication, and they realized the possibilities of television for the formation of the
ideological children. The methods of the Soviet ideology, manipulating means of the Communist
journalism and propagandist constructions reinforced the influence of TV broadcasting, which
had the great impact on the audition. Therefore, in the socialist Georgia, as in all the republics of
the Soviet Union, the young generation was under the pressure, on one side, from the communist
clichés at the kindergartens and schools, and on the second side, from the strong communist
propaganda from the only television. All these had the great impact even on the most free-
minded people. But the strong Communist propaganda reinforced the desire of protest and
resistance in the society. For example, the children’s program “Georgian Language and
Literature” (author and broadcaster T. Kvachantiradze), which became the catalyst and prepared
the society for the great spiritual changes.

In the second chapter — “The Children’s Broadcasting in the Soviet Georgia”, there
is the overview of the main activities of this field development. In 1989-1992, during the current

processes in the country (9" of April, energy crisis, civil controversy), the crisis of the



government and the confrontation of the society had the impact on the function of the television.
The most of staff was on strike, the supporters of the president Z. Gamsakhurdia went to the
bunker (at the palace of the government), but in the limited conditions the national government
gave the political importance to the children’s broadcasting, and after the special information
news programs the main priority had the children’s program “Dzilispiruli”, which was
broadcasted daily. At the same time, the directors of the TV-radio corporation actively tried to
change the Russian analogue with the Georgian one. For a little time, the heroes of the fairytale
(mother Du and father Du) by the writer G. Petriashvili were on the screen. This was the first
effort to release the totalitarian influence and to change it with the national motives. The
revolution of December-January (22.12.1991- 06.01.1992) was coincided with the collapse of
the Soviet Union. The processes of releasing from totalitarianism caused the de-ideologization
that completely changed the existed ideological-educational function at the television. The open
of “the iron curtain” contributed to appear the new private TV companies that became the
competitors of the state television. The first independent TV organization, which broadcasted
own program by the collaboration with the Georgian state television from June, 1990, was
“Children’s Studio” (manager Z. Oshkhneli). In Georgia, the development of the independence
TV companies started, which broadcasting net was fulfilled mainly with the “pirate”
uncontrolled video productions. In our country, the changes started by the invasion of the muddy
flow of mass culture, which was determined for the developing countries. This fact had the
strongest impact on the young generation. The Soviet awareness was gradually being changed,
the old stereotypes were being collapsed, but during the process of the collapse of old, a new one
was highlighted. In the chaos, the individuals were appeared, whose works left the important
impact on the development of the children’s broadcasting. At this period, G. Leonidze was
appointed as the chief-director. From beginning of 90s, the new digital technologies entered the
television, the video cameras of BTK system and rectilinear montage was changed by the non-
rectilinear montage. This fact made TV production easier and diverse, which was performed at
the children’s editorial office the most interestingly.

On 6™ of October, 1992, the first information program “Basti-Bubu” was televised for
the high class students. Later, the group refused to work in the information field and had only the
entertaining function. The 30-year program “Dzilispiruli” was replaced by this new program. Its
puppies Basti and Bubu, which were performed with the new technologies of that time, acquired
the great love and popularity in the children’s audition. After some time, the art group changed
conception of the program. In 1998, the new heroes were appeared (Dj Goga, businessman
“Shanso”, cooker “Koko, etc.). From 1999, the birthday center “Basti-Bubu” opened in the

Vaki’s Park. From 2000, the audio and video production of “Basti-Bubu” was on sale. In 2001,



“Basti-Bubu” was changed by the program “Babilina”, which had the mosaic structure, and its
various plots were artificially combined. “Babilina” told the children tales as information, tried
to teach them simple housework. But “Babilina” could not develop the contact with the children,
because of the children, who were at the studio, as they created the inactive background for the
program. Only the episodes, where the children sang or danced, were natural. But here one
clumsy issue appeared in the agenda, at the program only the children from “Basti-Bubu” were
appeared. But the first channel, as the state channel, was obligatory to present the smart children
from the whole Georgia, and not only the children from one certain studio. The strategy of the
managers of “Basti-Bubu” (T. Skhvitaridze, K. Tsulaia) achieved the full monopolization in the
children’s segment of the Georgian TV sphere, as they did not have any alternative. They dealt
with the children’s broadcasting unlikely the Communist propaganda. It is obvious that this task
was not always completed successfully (at the stage of the lack of the appropriate professional
potential and experience, because of the priorities of business profit and many other subjective
or objective factors); but we should take into consideration the fact that “Basti-Bubu” was the
first project for the children at the post-Soviet Georgian television, which became the brand
inside and outside the television.

On 7" of January, 1994, the picture, the framed little fellow “Televeziri”, was appeared
on the screen, who on the screen “revived” the drawings sent by the children and turned them in
to the stories. The project was prepared with the inclusion of the children from the whole
Georgia and had the shape of action. In the program “Ecology”, “Televiziri” aksed the children
to plant the trees, after it the children started planting the trees within the whole Georgia. This
was already the practical step towards the interactive television. “Televiziri” (author and director
N. Begiashvili) with its form and content satisfied not only the Georgian but also the world
standards. This fact is supported by the prizes that were won. During this period, the news
program for the teenagers “Youth Chronicles” (author G. Leonidze, L. Gerashvili. Director T.
Chabukiani) was created. The irritated young generation, who experienced the war and very
difficult processes, had many questions. As they did not accept the speeches about the didactics
and moral, the art group decided to develop the communication and relationship by the help of
teenagers. For the first time in the history of the television, the public competition was held.
Only two broadcasters were chosen from thousands of children (one of them was M. Asatiani,
the author of the today’s popular show “Profile”). In the weekly project, they highlighted the life
and problems of the young people in Georgia. They knew their rights and talked about the taboo
issues much more freely and easier than adults.

The country with the political and economical crisis and explosive separatist regions did

not think about the changes at the television, but the important personal changes were still



realized by the new director of the state committee of the television and radio Z. Shengelaia. But
these reforms were successful for the children’s broadcasting. As the chief editor, the
professional journalist and cinema director Z. Inashvili was appointed who closed the old
programs and demanded the new programs from the colleagues. At this period, the new projects
“Small Stories about Big Issues”, “Chocolate Microphone”, “Abda-Ubda” and the first
sponsored program “Gramatikoni” were created. In 1999, under the management of Z. Inashvili,
the children’s editorial office prepared the program “We Open the World” by the collaboration
with the donor organization — International Children Foundation, which was dedicated to the
international children’s television, and in 2002, by the help of the same foundation, the project
“1% of June is the International Children’s Day” was realized.

The creation of one more popular project “TV Tale” (author and director T. Chabukiani)
is connected to this period, too, where the authors maximally used the possibilities of the
television; in that case, we mean the interaction between an actor and other created or computer
personages. In one tale, an actor played 5-10 personages. For the accents, the author used the
dialogic functions, actors directed to the audition during acting. The director used the back
projection in order to create the unreal fairytale world, and then created the diverse three-
dimensional audio-visual image with the computer montage. In the project, the popular actors
(K. Sakandzelidze, G. Berikashvili, N. Chankvetadze, R. Bolkvadze, N. Burduli, R. loseliani, L.
Kekelidze, G. Kiphshidze, I. Sukhitashvili, ect,) were participated. Because of this fact, “TV
Tale” became the gallery of loved actors for the viewers and the future generation. The
prediction of the famous theorist M. Mcluen about “the technological transformation processes
of the consciousness” was realized, which was presented in one story by the combination of the
different systems of signs, and the sudden changes of rhythms and sequence, etc. Such aesthetics
is typical for the commercial videos and musical clips. The Georgian clip-makers had the effort

in this direction, too. The first children’s clips “Jeirani”, “My City”, “Country is Bewildered”,
“Be Not Afraid of Time”, and “Potpourri” were appeared. The latter (director B. Potskhishvili)
was the most popular; the success of the clip was conditioned by the good music, with the
interesting interpretation of the director, where the image is the counterpoint of musical sound.
In 2003, the Georgian political crisis was at the very decisive phase. At the TV
broadcasting, the norms of TV media were violated daily, there was no broadcasting code. The
issues about the children was not exceptional. “Rustavi 2” was distinguished with its scandal
subjects (about “Kmara”, hermaphrodite children”, etc.), which used the even prohibited
methods in order to attract the viewers. The politicians often made the use of naivety of the
young people (the subject about the activists “Kmara”) and their sincere consideration; they

often called the youth for the action that could have been punished with the suppression of



freedom for 3-5 years in the civil countries. Here, the private TV companies promoted these
activities actively. In this process, “Rustavi 2” was again very active, which rating was being
increased daily, and the rating of the 1* Channel was going to decrease. The PR campaign about
the fact that old Communist minded people worked at the 1% Channel, which began in the press,
was reinforced. In May, 2004, the state television was changed with the Public Broadcasting;
“the big reforms” started, which was realized by the director Z. Shengelia in June, 2004. Almost
all the projects of TV were closed; among them were all the programs of the children’s studio.
Only the program “Basti-Bubu” for the children under the school age was preserved. The new
management turned off the broadcasting for all age groups for a long time. After the “Rose
Revolution”, the great changes were realized at the broadcasting. The outflow of the retired
people created the serious vacuum of the professional staff at the Georgian TV space. The
connection between the generations was broken off. It was obvious that the journalists, who
began the career at the 1% Channel, created the TV production at the private TV companies. In
2004-2010, only the art group of “Basti-Bubu” worked at the 1* Channel. But, as we mentioned
above, the group changed the program several times during this period (“Multi-Pulti”,
“Babilina”, “Basti-Bubu™). In May 2010, the new director of the 1% Channel G. Chanturia did
not continue the contract with “Basti-Bubu” and is televising “Fairytales of Pepe” instead of it.
This project has the obscure idea and doubtful values.

The main task of the Public Broadcasting was to comply with the standards of the
information society, and also to keep the independence. But today if we overview the current
projects displayed in the broadcasting net (“Fairytales of Pepe”, “Bavshvobana”, “Planet Basti-
Bubu”), we can conclude that the Georgian children’s audition have neither the possibility of the
access of the integration in the modern sphere nor sense of the state identity. With many other
reasons, the deficit of the professional staff at the children’s policy of the Public Broadcasting
was conditioned by the tendencies after the “Rose Revolution”; as the staff was selected not with
their professionalism and experience but according to their “revolutionary activities” not only at
the political structures but also in other spheres. “Rustavi 2™ continued working with the obvious
goals and objectives, where two British programs (“The Brainiest Kid Kid”, “Ekivok™) and one
American news program for children “Children’s News” were prepared. It is obvious that the
priority had the American and European standards. On TV channel “Imedi” has been televising
the high rating program “Etaloni” from 2006 to the present, which popularity is caused by the
use of modern methods in the project, such as the mass media and others. On 26028 May, 2006,
“The European Academy of Natural Sciences” in Hanover, Germany recognized the project
“Etaloni” as the novelty in the pedagogical field at the wide scientific conference; they rewarded

the project with the diploma and gold medal. “Etaloni” fits to the mentality of the students, their



teachers and parent of the post Soviet Union countries. From 2008, TV channel “Ertsulovneba”
of the Patriarchate of Georgia is being televised, which establishes the orthodox values at the
children’s programs (“Dzilispiruli” and “Clean Board™). But the project is very far from the
modern standards in the point of formant and technological view. From 2011, the first children’s
channel (cable) “Enki-Benki” appeared which is new and its broadcasting time is mainly

occupied by the foreign TV productions.

In the third chapter - “The Role of the Children’s Broadcasting in the Formation of
Young Generation”, we overview the main aspects of the children’s broadcasting, which
determine the process of the socialization of young people.

According to M. Mcluen, with the creation of the television, the new stage of the culture
development started. The television moved aside the old means of media, such as books and
literature, and did the imaginary reorganization of humans. The main goals of the television are
informing, educating and entertaining. From these three factors, the main is the information; it is
known that the information in cybernetics is greatly distinguished from the public information
with its character. As by the means of mass communication, the public is provided not by the
neutral but the purposeful information, which is depended on the determined social forces. The
information itself is always purposeful and serves for somebody or something.

When we discuss the influence of TV “Imedi”, we should take into consideration not
only its ability of impact on the political and economical processes, but also how it is connected
to the cultural values, spirituality and mentality of people in this or that country. We can divide
the influence of television on the social processes and individuals into two directions: formation
and manipulation. The program of formation is directed to the improvement of an individual. Its
goal is to inform people in all its aspects, and to extend their interests and demands. Such
influence of TV information causes the formation of society’s new opinion, and then finally, the
change of behavior and action. On the contrary, the program of manipulation contributes not to
develop the individual but to transform him/her as a marionette, the blind object of the program.

In the XXI century, the television is one of the main spreader of culture. In fact, all the
types of culture acquire themselves with their show format. It is obvious that the show itself is
not the art, it is the art reflection of reality; But in many cases, the show is the basis of
entertaining programs that is the main polygon of the “mass culture”, which does not have the
neutral character. As it promotes some values, principles and has the impact on the formation of
individuals, so it has the educational function. Generally, the education has the general integral

function of mass information, it influences the organization of labor, technological development,



use of free time and other processes. Therefore, it influences all the main social parameters of
life, if we consider the fact that the basic function of media is to participate in the management
of the society. The television functions continuously, it is appealed to the common sense,
influences its formation, responds to the political changes of the country, sometimes tries to be
the first before the political action happens in order to share its evaluation of the action to the
society, and to direct the people’ mind in the “desired” way.

The advantage of the television in the education field is that the TV production is
perceived audio-visually that is directly connected to the emotional sphere of the consciousness.
This factor has the determinant importance, when we speak about the social psychology, in
particular social feeling, attitudes, habits, interests, etc. The role of the television is very
important in the socialization of individuals, because it is oriented on the mass audition and has
the great impact on it. This fact is also conditioned by the factor that most of the viewers prefer
to the entertaining and show programs. Especially, the TV audition of the children and young
people, who give the priority to the TV production with the show format. As it is known, there
are many educational programs for children over the world: in England (“BBC 27), in Germany
(“ZDF”), in Japan (“NHK”), in the USA noncommercial public TV organization (“PBS” -
Public Broadcasting Service). In Japan, the state and commercial TV networks began almost at
the same time, in the beginning of 50s. The strong state network — Japan Broadcasting
Corporation (“NHK?) is televised on two channels. The work of this network is determined and
controlled by the Parliament. From the middle of 80s, the second channel of “NHK” actively
broadcasts the lessons of English, French, Chinese, Russian, Spanish, German languages. In the
period of formation, the Japanese television tried to imitate the western of the American
television. But later it became “the closed society” for the import; Japanese television itself
began the wide export and changed the American models with the dramas of Samurai. The
Japanese soap operas were approved as in the USA as in Latino America, especially among
children.

The British TV channels are also distinguished with its programs dedicated to the
children’s audition. There was created the international public organization “Campaign for the
Qualified Television”, which forced the Parliament to make the decision on the fact that the
Businessmen would receive the license of broadcasting on the commercial TV channels only
with the guarantee of high quality. The Parliament created “The Commission of Independent
Televisions”, which worked on the quality of programs and diversity of demands that ceded
about 10 hours in a week in the broadcasting net. On “BBC 2”, the documentary movies were
prior, which goal was to show the real British life to the young people plainly. Much time was

determined for televising the national topics and actions. There were created the special



documentary programs (“Britain’s Secrete Shame”, “One Life”). In 90s, the very famous and
popular series “Teletubbies” was appeared on the “BBC 2”, which was televised in the 75
countries over the world and was translated in 45 languages, among them was Georgia. The TV
industry of the above-mentioned countries is the example of how important the state national
traditions and values are for them.

The American television has a leading role. The TV industry in the USA produces more
TV production that the national television can carry. First of all, it is conditioned by Hollywood,
which became the TV industry; it provides the small screens of the world as it was early. The
main masses of the commercial TV stations of the USA are mainly grouped by the leading
national networks. Such as “American Broadcasting Company” (“ABC”), “National
Broadcasting Company” (“NBC”), “Columbia Broadcasting System” (“CBS”). There are also
noncommercial educational stations, which are financially supported by the state subsidies and
different funds. They are united in the national network — “Public Broadcasting System”
(“PBS”), which main function is to promote the knowledge and culture. It buys programs from
“BBC” and spreads them not only in America, but also in many countries over the world. From
1951, in the USA, 27 hours were occupied by the children’s program in a week. At first, the
adventures movies were mainly televised, but the movies were gradually replaced by the

children’s shows (“Lone Ranger”, “Sky King”, “Lecy”) and the marionette puppy programs

(“Puppy”,
replaced by the cartoon movies, and the animated shows were also appeared (“Jacksons”).

Fran and Ollie”). From 1960, in the USA, all the entertaining programs were

During the 1980s, on the cable networks, the programs were often changed according to the
demands of the viewers, and experiments were conducted. At this period, the live shows and
news for children were created. Meanwhile the expansion of TV networks and the increase of
spreading showed its advantages and disadvantages, because in the parallel of the television
development, the significance of fact commenting increased. It caused the problems of
disinformation by violating the interconnection between the fact and the comment. It was
obvious that the television was the complex dynamic system, as it was in the permanent
connection with its audition. Therefore, the coordination of the above-mentioned issues was
possible on one side by learning the common level of the masses, and on the second side by
analyzing the TV production by the producers. In 50-60s, in the capitalist countries, the crime
and sexual abuse were increased among the young people. The leading TV companies of the
world started learning the “psychology of the television” actively. The researches (in England, in
Japan, in Sweden and in the USA) proved that the cruelty was directly connected to the
television, as the means of the aggressive imitation. Under the management of U. Shram, the

wide researches started, there was created the monograph “The Television in Our Children’s



Life”. According to the received results, the recommendations were collaborated for solving the
current dangers, which were implemented in the TV industry successfully.

The problems appeared in the Soviet televisions, too. But these problems were very
different from the problems of the capitalist countries. In the Soviet countries, the low interest
towards the life of pioneers and the Communist Union was the main danger, which weakened
the process of upbringing of the future generation with the parameters of communist ideology.
The researches started in the Soviet Union, too, in order to solve the current problems.
According to these researches, the scientists named the lack of positive heroes and the right
Soviet life in the TV production as the main reason of the problems. With the recommendations,
the quality of the cyclic television programs increased. For example, the movies were shot with
the ideal worthy heroes — “How Steel was Made”, “17 Sparkles of Spring”, etc.

In Georgia, in the end of 80s, the mass researches of citizens of Thilisi started in order to
learn the television and TV audition, but the least accent was on the children’s audition. There
was found out that the satiric-humorous programs were very popular among the children with
the children’s programs. The broadcasting policy of the Georgian children’s broadcasting was
mainly filled with the Russian cartoon movies, documentary and feature movies in the beginning
of television development, in the end of 60s. Of course, sometimes there were the programs with
the national characteristics, but the Soviet movies were more than Georgian programs. The
Russian production tried to form the ideology of young people towards the unity of the “Great
Soviet Union”, weakened the factors of the national independence, forced to form the new
generation with feeling of equality and unity of the Soviet countries, but with the management of
“Big Brother” — Russia.

The strategy of the Communist system was the most distinguished during preparing the
great dates. For example, 40™ anniversary of the Communist Union of Lenin that was televised
by the Georgian children’s programs for 20 weeks. On 15" of June, 1958, the open of Georgian
Festival and movie “They were the First” was showed, by every following week, the Russian
movies with the Soviet ideology were televised: “Astonishing Week”, “Anxious Youth”, “This
Began So”, “Devoted for the Revolution”, “Hostile Storm”, Volga Don Channel”, “Happy
Navigation”, “Three Came out the Wood”, “History of One Reporting”, “Orlionok”, “Fiery
Versions”, “The Truth”, “Akhalgazrdoba Street”, “Drujok”, “l will Tell the Truth”. After
showing these movies, the program “Meeting with the Art Group of Soviet Cinema” was
prepared. On 26™ of October, 12:20 pm, the cinema festival was closed with the movie “My
Dear Person”, and in the evening 20:00 pm, the special program dedicated to the 40"
anniversary of the Communist Union was televised. On 27" of October, the whole this PR

campaign finished with the open of ceremonial plenum of the Central Committee of Georgian



Communist Union, which was televised in the live broadcast from Z. Paliashvili Tbilisi State
Opera and Ballet Theatre, finally the grandiose concert was showed.

By this example (it was not only case), we can present how the Soviet television helped
the state to keep the “system”, but young people did not have any other choice, as with the
condition of one television they were under the double influence, that is why even the youth
mind was formed with one ideology and standard. In 70-80s, the policy of the children’s
broadcasting was reinforced. The educational programs were increased, such as Russian,
Georgia, Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology, German, French, etc. This period can be called as
the top period. But from 1987, the situation was changed, by learning the issues of newspapers
“Thbilisi Speaks and Shows”, there was found out that the influence of “the center” was
decreased unlikely the previous periods. The number of Russian movies was decreased. In the
programs, the national motives were increased; the national classical performances were staged
for the children. The programs dedicated to “the great dates” were not as grandiose as they had
been before. There was the feeling that they only “doing their duties”. All the programs, among
them was for the children and young audition, were not filled with the heroic aspiration, progress
of Socialism, the belief of inevitable winning of Communism that was typical to the Communist
propaganda.

Because of the well-known actions developed later, in 1989-2203 (before the “Rose
Revolution”), the policy of the children’s broadcasting was almost vague, as the freedom from
the totalitarianism caused the de-ideologization that was followed by the collapse of old
stereotypes. The old was not necessary, but the new was still vague. These processes created the
vacuum in the TV sphere. During the political tenseness and crisis, the international norms of
TV media was daily violated at the state or private TV companies, there was not still the code of
broadcasting behavior. The chaos situation was radically changed after the “Rose Revolution”.
On the basis of the state television, the Public Broadcasting (1* Channel) was formed, which
assumed “The Broadcasting Law” as a basis. It was adopted by the Parliament of Georgia on
23th of December 2004, and is still valid from 18" of January 2005. After it, the Public
Broadcasting directs with the “Code of Public Broadcasting Behavior” (professional standards
and the principles of journalist ethic in the programs of the Public Broadcasting). There is
another chapter “Children under the Age” in the code, and covers the items (16.1, 16.2, 16.3,
16.4, 16.5, 16.6), where the standards are given, which should be taken into consideration and
are about children under the age. From April of 2007, the “Code of Broadcasting Behavior” was
valid, and it covered all the current broadcastings in Georgia. It restricted the time of programs
for the children of all the age. But, without the special researches, it is obvious that during the

time period for children, the “Code of Broadcasting Behavior” is often violated. It especially



happens at the commercial TV channels, during the programs of movies in particular, where at
the most critical moment the commercials appear without any hint. The standards are violated
during the news programs, too, which are distinguished with the high impact on the viewers. The
reporting, showed during the news programs, has the special psychological influence on the
children’s audition. The research about the influence of media on the society, as we have already
mentioned, is the closest direction and there is nothing done about this topic in Georgia. So, the
developed ideas about the possible impact of the products of the Georgian modern TV sphere on
the formation of young generation are based on our empirical observations, and most of them are
not proved by the relevant researches of the specialists of appropriate fields.

In Georgia of the post Soviet Union, the private TV companies were multiplied suddenly
and TV was filled with the mass culture, with so-called “shows”. In spite of the fact that these
shows are not considered as the part of the children’s broadcasting, it is the fact that the
Georgian children and young people watch them with great pleasure, such as “Night Show”,
“Saturday’s Show”, “Live Show”, “Vano Javakhishvili’s Show”, “Limon”, “Nanuka’s Show”.

One of the popular TV programs of “Rustavi 2” was “Night Show”, which later was
replaced by “Vano Javakhishvili” Show” is not really defined for the low-taste viewers. But we
cannot say the same about the “Saturday’s Show”, which lacks of professionalism. But we
should also mention that during the sketches there is the longer commercials period, which
indicates to its high rating. I think that it is the case, when the commercial profit and the positive
impact on the viewers may not be adequate to each other. The topics of such kind of projects are
built on jokes, there is not clearly expressed drama, and the humor is expressed by the
personages who speak with the dialects of different regions or the different districts of Thilisi.
Finally, we have the result that big part of youth joke and torture the Georgian language as
Nanuli, Vakhtangi, Vano, when one of the most important functions of the television is to keep
the standards of our language. Another task is the improvisations of the “actors” who participate
in the “show”; the culture of improvisation is the highest stage of the professional actors, but the
“actors” participating above-mentioned project are very far from these demands. Such *“shows”
with their low-taste, unprofessionalism and primitiveness are very dangerous, as they have the
great impact on the future generation and on the formation of values.

So-called “reality shows” are very interesting for our youth. The first feature, by which
the “reality show” attracts the youth, is curiosity, as the prerequisite of the shows is fascinating
and tempting. The participants are closed in one territory. They eat, drink, entertain together and
strive for being the first. The competitors do not play. One of the specific abilities of the
television is to show the action in the process. Unlike the movie, the television used the method

of observation as the main method, and if we take into consideration its nature of translation, it



became one of the priority formats. Differently from the cinema, the television gave viewers the
opportunity to observe the action in the process. The live translation is the method and form of
the direct observation simultaneously. The translation of the action is the most effective
documentary form of action presentation, as it is based on the reality and the optical identity of
its image. Therefore it is the real life for the TV audition (Most of the viewers are the youth, this
idea is proved by plenty of small text messages, which they send for their favorites, as the small
text messages define the winner of the show).

The method of experiment and provocation gives the possibility to create the illusion of
reality on the screen. The participants play as the free people without complexes and they often
get in the awkward situations, become vulgar, rude and sometime even indecent. | think during
the use of this method, the rights of respondents should be considered. The authors should take
into consideration ethical norms in any situation. This format is very interesting with its format
and is ordinary for the modern youth. But its content and results are controversial in the point of
moral view, because it promotes the immorality purposefully or unpurposefully. “Macho” Beso
won 35 000 GEL; if you doom and sink everybody, you will definitely win. The actions
developed in the “Geo-Bar” established such kind of living rules. The project is the most rating
among youth. Of course, it is conditioned by the novelty and by showing the “freedom”, which
are brought by the open of the societies in the post Soviet countries.

The Georgian TV is variegated with the different shows, but there is the deficit of the
youth shows. Such kind of projects will not create the environment, which is necessary for the
spiritual balance of not only the people, who have lost the territories, but also the people, who
are not branded with such cataclysms. In such type of programs, it is necessary to present the
national values and mentality of the participant. During the time, on the Georgian television, not
only such kind of projects, but also the shows oriented on the viewers will take their places.

The Georgian youth has the various problems with the “Georgian” problems, which
cannot be solved even by the developed countries. One of the most dangerous tendencies is the
increase of aggression and cruelty. The week is not passed without any violence among children,
sometimes we hear about the deaths of youth. This problem itself should be the subject of the
serious researches, and the influence of the specific product of one television should be learned,
especially the impact on the children and youth. In 2008, the foundation “The Global Initiation
in Psychiatry” and the Health Committee of the Parliament of Georgia worked together on the
problems of violence. At the conference “The Violence among the Children and Youth —
Searching for the Problem Solving”, there was found out the fact that the most aggression comes
from the mass media. Conducting the emergent research is not necessary to learn that these

standards are often violated on the Georgian broadcasting; it often happens at the news



programs, which are distinguished with the high impact on the viewers. The reports about the
youth violence showed during the news programs have the great impact on the children’s
audition.

Except of this only conference, the research about the influence of media on the audition,
especially the children’s broadcasting was conducted. On 25" of July, 2007, at the residence of
Patriarchate of Georgia, the conference about the topic “The Factors of bad Influence on Youth”
was held, where the Georgian Catholicon-Patriarch Ilia I1 mentioned that the disease of the XXI
century is so-called the “Informative Neurosis”, which was developed in the condition of much
information that was given without any control. In the condition of market economy, more than
half TV space is occupied with the commercials, which are the destructive force and induces our
subconsciousness, which make people act under their directives. The young people are easily
concerned under the influence of commercials. It is well-known fact that the children often try to
learn the things what they watch on TV and use in their lives. Unfortunately, for the youth, there
is no program on TV, where the discussion on the topics of commercials and violence would be
possible. But sometimes TV companies “Mze” and “Rustavi 2" invite the young generation with
the adults to discuss the actual topics at the programs “Taboo” and “Free Topic”. But active
anchors and the main guests talk and forget the young children, who are in the studio. That is
why they are practically only the live decoration. The special proves are not needed for the fact
that the role of children’s broadcasting is very important in the system of the social formation of
new generation. In some countries, the protection of children is considered in the system of state
security. It is urgent to pay attention to the spiritual and intellectual education of the children and
youth, to the human achievements and promotion of ideals, to the emphasis on the national
values, which of course will impossible without the use of wide possibilities of TV media. But
the new system of formation should not be based only on the television. In the process of
socialization, the action of the means of mass communication is connected to the factors, such as
family, school, and enterprise. It is conditioned by the historical, national, characteristics and

social-political statement of the country.

In the fourth chapter: “Globalism and New Technologies in the Children’s
Broadcasting”, there is discussed how the globalism and new technologies influences the
children’s TV audition. The television is the “audio-visual encyclopedia” of the culture. With its
reproductive feature, it surpasses all the means of communication except the internet — it can
provide and unite as the different products of culture as the any audio-visual text. So, because of

the variety and plenty of applied material, it has the most possibilities of creating the



compositions. TV broadcasting is the continuous montage of independent fragments of reality,
which are reflected by the various means in the era of today’s digital technologies. In the XXI
century, this problem is especially urgent. The progressive increase of the information and
communication technologies had the great influence on the format and content of media
production. By the means of mass communication, the same program is available to watch by
the millions of people in the different countries.

Nowadays, these technologies are available in Georgia, too. “United Telecom” provides
the subscribers with the individual packet of service of Novus TV. A subscriber has the
possibility to create own packet, use the video cases, stop or rewind the current TV program. At
the first stage, the customer of the channel can receive about the hundred channels and 3HD
channel. The scientists think that the total interrelationship between the different information and
communication technologies and its full access to the customers causes on one side the
decentralization and social democratization, and on the second side the negative results of
technological revolution —some information and communication means disappear, but the
cyberpornography is strengthened, and so on.

Besides the many researches on the fact that TV audition perceives the same program in
a different way. As our reaction on the “text” always is conditioned by the social class, gender,
ethnos and culture. The high Definition (HD), new technologies demonstratively present their
advantages: the hastened process of shooting, quick montage and the most important — the
creation of the production costs less that shooting on the tape. The leading producers (SONY,
Panasonic, Thomson...) produced so-called the digital cameras for shooting the movies. In our
daily life, 3D is being established. It is one more effort to approach the image to the reality. By
the technological, digital cameras and projectors are being improved more and more. The
number of pixcells, the diapason of perceiving the light is increased. The quantity of children’s
movies shot with the 3 dimension animation is increased: “Harry Potter”, “Alice in the
Wonderland”, etc. Soon the Georgian 3 dimensional animated movie “Fiber Educator” comes on
the screen.

Here, we should also mention that besides the technological progress, the tolls and
methods of narration are not changed. The improvement of the computer and digital technique,
the program and computer means generated the new direction — virtual reality. This term was
established by the specialist of computer technologies Jerom Lanie in 1984. By his definition,
“virtual reality” is the illusion world and its advantage is that in this environment, a person acts
free, or people interact. The specialist divide this interaction into three types: passive,

researching and the third type, which is still in the process of research.



At first, the program virtual reality was used at the military institutes, later in the
institutes of other field, and finally — at the entertaining industry. Today the virtual technologies
are actively used in world’s TV production, especially in the commercials and musical clips and
children’s projects. But in this direction today (by 2012) nothing interesting is being done at the
children’s broadcasting. The evening period of the Public Broadcasting is occupied by the
“Fairytale of Pepe”, but there is no novelty in the point of technological view. In the XXI
century, “Fairytale of Pepe” is not distinguished from the fairytale of “Grandfather Tevdore” of
60s.

The object of the “Fairytales of Pepe” with the bookshelves and toys is displayed in one
corner of the pavilion, as it was early. In the point of image view, the TV project is not
interesting, if do not consider the paintings of children, which sometimes are appeared on the
screen. There is not used any visual means (special effect, computer graphics, etc.). If we pay
attention to the factor that the 3 dimensional adventure and animated movies are not new for the
today’s children, their indifferent attitude towards this program is clear. We should mention the
idea of the project. “Pepe” (actor D. Velijanashvili) with its origin is a vague personage. The
name “Pepe” has no connection to the Georgian folklore; the costume of the personage is
obscure, too. “Pepe” wears the European clothes of the middle centuries. The young actor does
not have the appropriate theatrical skills. In the process of globalization, it is necessary to create
one of the famous Georgian personages in order to keep the identity, as we have the small
country. The personage should have the values and features, which are typical to our country,
and do not destroy the national independence. With these measures, “Fairytale of Pepe” cannot
be considered as the modern product. In the conditions of globalization, the Public Broadcasting
should consider the interests of the society and should build the broadcasting net according to
them, especially the children’s segment.

The management of the Georgian Public Broadcasting announces that their channel
presents the unity of the all interests of the society. But in Georgia, besides the technical reforms
of the Public Broadcasting, the virtual studios are only prepared for the news programs. During
the last three years, in September of each year, the Georgian TV companies (Public
Broadcasting, “Rustavi 2”, “Imedi”) televise with the renewed news studio. They have bought
the modern techniques that are relevant to the XXI century. For the election of 2012 year, the
creation of the newsroom is planned. In 2012, the engineers of the Public Broadcasting built the
mobile television station with 12 cameras, which is the highest definition (HD) on the base of
the channel. Unfortunately, the technological reforms of the Public Broadcasting serve only for
the information and political programs today. But when we discuss the TV broadcasting, first of

all, we mean the mobile broadcasting station, which technological development radically



changes the content and format of the media production that is the direct response to the
imperative market demands of the viewers. At the Public Broadcasting, the very important
changes are realized on the reality programs that are new production. This is the synthesis of the
documentary format and new technologies, which gives us the possibility to present the real
stories of our life more clearly. By the use of new technologies, the live translations are more
qualified.

In 2006, in Georgia the life translation of the children’s grandiose TV program
“Christmas Surprise” was televised, which was the first effort to realize the American analogous
project in the children’s broadcasting. On the Freedom Square, a lot of children gathered and
waited for “Santa Claus”. The live transition of the event was televised by the mobile
broadcasting station in the whole Georgia. In parallel, ten additional cameras worked and
showed on TV at the different time. On the big screen, which was constructed on Square, the
cadres of the event were showed. The arrival of Santa Claus was going on in the time and space;
because of it, the transcendence was reinforced. When the helicopter started to cycle in the air
and was approaching the Square, the children got excited, and began moving, which was
reflected on TV. The image of real life was created. But when Santa Claus began getting off the
helicopter, the situation was uncontrollable. It was impossible to define the future actions.

In such cases, the demand on the subject is increased. It is necessary to see the
transcendental subject; the anchor is needed to evaluate the action and drive the concentration of
viewers in the desired direction. Unfortunately, the anchor of this show was unable to manage
the situation, did not make any comments and was standing without any word. The frightened
Santa was seen on live who distributed the presents quickly and tried to run away from the
crowd. The police had to interfere in order to calm the children. This situation created a very bad
image on the screen. The author, anchor and director of the project was still televising Square of
Freedom instead of changing the cadre from other place, where the children were very angry
because of the disappearance of Santa, and they demanded their free presents on live (the
commercials made the accents on these free presents, which were televised before Christmas). It
was possible to show the interviews of the children instead of this chaos situation (about 10
objects with cameras were ready to televise on live).

After the congratulations of the president, the concert of New Year was held, but the
main personage — Santa Clause did not appear, for this reason the dramatic line was broken.

The most unsuccessful part of the whole show was the last one, when Santa Claus and 4
year girl appeared on the screen, who demanded her desired present. The anchor was confused
and Santa was forced to say that all the presents had been finished. The director did not lose a

second and showed the girl with tears on her face... May be she will remember these minutes in



her life. This cadre would be fine for any documentary movie, but for the New Year concert, it
was terrible, and the show was transferred from the funny mood to the sad one. It is obvious that
everything this was realized spontaneously, the directors made the decision quickly. And his
thoughtless and improvised action had the bad results. The director of XXI century, who works
with the switch of the mobile broadcasting station, does not have only to show the continuous
image with technical montage. The director should act in a creative way and should make the
right decisions quickly. In the digital world, the director of switch should be the virtuoso-
improvisator in the ideal case, because the director is able to provide the successful translation.
In the world, the standard MBS does not exist; all the TV companies create their own MBS
according to their specifics and financial possibilities. MBS created on the base of the Public
channel has the highest standard. Its renting costs about 120 000 — 130 000 Euro. As it is known,
the neighbor Armenia hires our technique for the children’s Contest of Eurovision in 2012, but
there is a question: Are not we able to use this technique for our children?

The new technologies, computer systems transformed the cartoon movies and comics, the
cartoon movie production and its spreading is becoming more massive in the world, among them
is Georgia. The most part of the children’s broadcasting is occupied by the cartoons, as the first
meeting of children with the culture happens with the help of cartoon movies. The children
perceive and analyze the visual information easier and much more quickly. It is known that the
perception of children is based on one side on the rich fantasy, and on the other side on their
perception, which is free from some stereotypes of art. The modern children are grown more
with the visual materials than the word culture. They watch TV and play the computer from their
deep childhood. Therefore, they got accustomed to the plastic perception of faces, where the
word does not play any important role. The children “read” the conception put in the drawing
and understand everything without a word. These factors should be considered in all the
children’s TV production and animated movies.

In 30s of the last century, Georgian directors shot many cartoon movies (“Tsuna and
Tsrutsuna”, “Half Chicken”, “Bombora”, “Big and Small Waves”, “Plague”, “Wedding of Jays”,
“Babilina”, “Goose Tasiko”, etc.). Many of them became popular not only Georgia, but also
abroad. In the parallel of Georgian cartoons, it is obvious that the Russian cartoons were
televised, too (“Winnie Pooh”, “Crocodile Gena” and series of “Nu Pagadi”). All of them
preached the Soviet ideals. For example, the crocodile Gena dreamed to enter the Pioneers. The
plot of the cartoon “Nu Pagadi” was typical to the Hollywood cartoon “Tom and Jerry”. But this
was the Soviet version. The plot of the cartoon was realized in the Soviet reality and became the
relevant to the life of 70s. According to the technological progress, the attitude towards the

animated movies was changed.



From the beginning of 90s, in Japan, the USA and other countries of Europe, the
animation studios were opened, where the series of cartoon movies were prepared in a short
period. This was the profitable business, as it was demanded by the hundreds of TV channels;
this fact conditioned their wide production.

The computer animation studios were appeared in many countries over the world, among
them was Georgia. TV channels needed the animated clips, commercials, movies and so on.
From 2007-2009, 16 animated movies were prepared in Georgia, but unfortunately none of them
was popular among the TV audition. It shows that only the use of new technologies does not
condition the success of movies. It is undeniable that the appearance of the classical animated
movies: “Wedding of Jays”, “Tsuna and Tsrutsuna”, “Babilina”, etc. on the screen was a great
occasion. The adventures of these heroes were the very active topic for the Georgian population,
and their names are used for the nicknames of people. The Georgian animated cartoon has the
independence and national character, which made it fascinating. The attention of the most
modern directors is concentrated in the visual part; they are fascinated with the use of new
technologies that is why the content moved to the second stage. We should mention that the
personages of movies, which are created by the use of computer, are monotonous and empty.
We can say that the animated personages pained by hand are more “alive” than the ones created
by the computer. The computer technologies often take away the living energy of the visual art.
In the modern animated movies, there were monotonous personages, and content is very simple
and often includes the small text messages. The visual part has the quick rhythm, clear colors
and primitive but effective pronunciation. The Georgian TV broadcasting, the Public
Broadcasting and private channels are filled with such type of cartons, where the personages
mainly are not the creatures of our world, they are mutants and monstries. Tasteless and
aggressive horror TV production has the impact on the consciousness of the new generation, but
as we see, nobody thinks about its deplorable results.

The Georgian animators always tried to put the deep idea and feeling in the movies that
contributed to the formation of ethical norms of the viewers. It is pity reality that with the
computer development, the drawing animation almost does not exist; it gradually is
disappearing. Soon, the invasion of the new technologies in the cinematography will decrease
the necessity of the live actors. There is the supposition that in the future the actor will be
changed by the clone. For example, in the recent movie “Green Lantern”, only the face of the
main personage is real, other parts of body is created virtually. Now you often hear “how good it
is shot”, “how well the movie is created” and nothing more is left from so-called “very good”

movies. They are forgotten soon. It is known that the masterpieces are created on the cost of



technological progress, but they are created by the talented writers, scenarists and actors, who
created the unforgettable faces.

The comics were appeared in the end of XIX century. It was the primitive type of
literature, which came out as the pictures and drawings in the newspapers of the USA, which
later became the serial stories. The content and topic of the children’s comics were diverse, such
as adventures, historical topics, “intellectual discussions” on philosophy and art. But the comics
in Europe and in the USA were oriented on the teenagers. Later the comics moved to the screen,
too. In the USA and many countries of Europe, the festivals, exhibitions, sales and movie shows
of comics were held, which were attended by thousands of people. In Georgia the culture of
narrating with the drawings is not still developed. By today, we can remember only several
examples, such as “Adventures of Botso and Gvantsa”, “Boloka and Kvinchila”. In 2011, at the
Institute of Goethe, the exposition started. The curator of the exhibition M. Schnaider brought
the works of two generation of German comics within the project. The famous painter of comics
S. Homer arrived. Homer delivered the workshop for the students of Art Academy. But the
interest towards the comics is not expressed. One of the examples of the television version of
Georgian comics is “The Family of Samsonadzes”, which is typical to “Simpsons”. In the
personages of Georgian version, unlike the American ones, the typical Georgian nature was not
expressed. Therefore, the jokes of the heroes often were silly. Moreover, if we deeply discuss the
series, Samsonadzes were establishing other different values from one that was necessary for our
viewers. For this reason, its popularity did not continue for a long time. Nowadays, the serious
project in this genre was not created, may be it will be in the future.

In the new technologies, the brands and names have the great importance. Today there is
already learned its structure and aspects, which the brand should cover. The brand, ideal name
should have the positive emotion, and express the main characteristics of the product; it should
be sounded beautifully and remembered easily, and should be simply pronounceable. The audio-
visual side should be formed with the graphical symbols, the unity of types, brand color and
music. The logotype is the main element of the graphical symbols, and it should give the
possibility to mark easily. The logotype can be verbal, visual or combined. The logotype
presents the image of abstract or specific subject. Moreover, one more necessary component is
slogan, which should be short, simple and emotionally loaded. The logotype make the brand
easy to perceive, it give the possibility to put the main promise of the company in the viewers’
mind. The only children’s channel of Georgia “Enki-Benki” do not satisfy the above-mentioned
criteria, but maybe sometime in Georgia the strong channel like “Disney Channel” (it is the most
successful children’s channel), which will be equipped with the modern standards and the

national motives. Its name will be the successful and worthy brand, they will use the new



technologies purposefully, will create the product, which will contribute to the new generation to
keep the national values, traditions and independence in the complex processes of globalization.

Today the scientists support the idea that the modern humans pass the phase of “post
industrial society” in the “digital century”. They suppose that in the new society, the most
important is “outflow of the information”, and the applied information technologies are the main
factor, which influences the formation of XXI century’s society.

The television is one of the strong communication means, because the customers have
the access of any channel. But the balance is violated by the active invasion of the USA in the
audio-visual system. The American cinema and TV production has the audition with millions of
people. All the channels of the world fill the broadcasting net with these products. We do not say
anything about the well-known American TV projects, which are very successful, too, they fill
the time of broadcasting or the national TV production is replaced with its analogues. It is
obvious that such doze of Hollywood production “promotes” the American ideology, which
especially attracted among the youth. The idea of the “American Dream” always works, where
the main is the history of an individual, who can achieve the goal of the life. That is why such
kind of movies with its happy end is liked by all the people of the world.

It is known that in 1920 in the British cinemas, the American movies were dominated; it
was the sign of the crisis of the national culture for the culturists. There was the real danger in
the country that soon “all the British” would be replaced by the American ones. Today many
countries have such kind of threats; the researchers think that the development of new
technologies gives the possibility media production to pass the boards more freely, which will
condition the decrease of the national identity. Besides the fact that in many countries,
conservatives try to preserve the conservative features, in reality the nation will not run away
from the globalization of culture, politics and economy. The researchers agree to the fact that the
identity is mainly defined by the culture. As we know, the Georgian identity is characterized by
the Georgian songs and dances, because they reflect the characteristics of the art images.
Therefore, they are filled with the most important signs of the national culture. This idea is
supported by the popularity of the clip of “Erisioni”, which was liked by the foreign audition, as
it showed Georgia with the best part.

The national discourse sometimes was in the communist period, too. It is obvious the
movies, TV programs were mainly created to reinforce the Soviet mentality, but the national
production was also prepared. For example, J. Kakhidze’s educational program about the music,
the song lesson of T. Kevkhishvili for the children, who taught the world’s folklore creatures.
But 80% of the programs were dedicated to the Georgian folk songs. On base of TV movies, the

documentary movie about the children’s folklore ensemble was shot. “Migrants of Jako” was



staged, T. Kvachantiradze anchored the program with the national values. By the help of such
kinds of programs and movies, the national values were developed in the future generation,
which were preserved by the previous generations besides the strong pressure of Soviet
ideology. Of course, the Soviet government saw all these, but they allowed them as the
exceptions, because the Soviet country was composed with the different national units of history
and culture.

Today, in the Georgian children’s broadcasting we have such situation: on the TV
company “Rustavi 27, there are three children’s programs: “Children’s News”, “Ekivok”, “The
Brainiest Kid”. All of them are prepared with the American analogues. In 2009, TV company
“Rustavi 2” conducted the casting for the children’s program — “Children’s News”. From 2500
children, only 20 were selected. There is a question: why there was the necessity of creating the
Georgian version of “Teen Kids News”, when in 90s we had such type of program for youth —
“Youth Chronicles”. On TV company “Imedi” the children’s program “Tavdakira” is televised
weekly. It is prepared by the group of “Basti-Bubu” who left the 1% channel. The project is
practically commercial, it lacks of educational issues. On TV company “Mze”, there is not any
children’s program. TV company “Axali Arxi” is new-founded, and it is good that its
management created the fine program for children “Gonieri”, which is dedicated to the inventor
children of Georgia. The educational program promotes the children, who have the result with
their inventions in the different fields; which became the prerequisite of their economical and
moral success.

When the television shows such kind of children and promotes them, they contribute to
the formation of the idea that children can become popular and successful by learning, education
and invention, which will be profitable for the country, too. The winners are awarded with GEL
5 000. On TV company “Ertsulovneba”, now there are two programs “Dzilinebisa”, and “Learn
our Children Better”. It is obvious that it is the specific channel and serves for the orthodox
purposes. But the format of the above-mentioned projects cannot be considered as the TV format
of the XXI century. That is why they look as an anachronism, and they are not interesting to the
children and youth. These programs are suitable for the parents. On the Public Broadcasting,
only the above-mentioned “Fairytale of Pepe” is televised, which is not typical to American
production, but it does not include the national values, too. The Georgian TV channels tend
more to the “progress”. Here we mean the active process of changing the Georgian projects by
the foreign product. Even the fact, that in the evening almost all TV channels broadcast the
foreign movies in the English language (with the Georgian subtitles), has the great impact on the
psychology of young people. We think that this task should be solved by translating the foreign

movies into the native language.



The globalization brought its demands. The directors, authors should create the
production, which will be successful on the world’s market, that is why the foreign specialists
are often invited in our country. On one side, this process can be evaluated positively, but on the
other side, it hampers the use and development of national art potential. The scientists concluded
that the national culture, traditions always collide with the new “waves” that are called progress.
But it is necessary to define on one side how the nation sees itself and how it defines itself with
terms in the cultural history, and on the second side how it looks at others, how it is differed
from other nations. As it is known, the Georgian nation is considered as the type of ethno nation
with its genetic. It was formed on the basis of ethno cultural nationalism. The transformation
from the Georgian ethno into the nation was caused by the many factors; among them was
economical and political homogenization with the pressure of Russian imperialism. Georgia —
the member of the collective was called as Georgian. In the Soviet Union and after the collapse
of the Soviet Union, the ethnic Georgian was marked with this term. Only the “Rose
Revolution”, the situation was radically changed, and the term “Georgian” was used as the
meaning of ethnic as the national meaning, there was appeared the concept of multiethnic
Georgian. From 12" of August of 2008, at the meeting against the Russian aggression, during
the speeches of the Georgian president and the Head of the Parliament of Georgia, there were
mentioned the following terms: Georgian Ukrainians, Georgian Ossetians, Georgian
Abkhazians, etc. The term “Georgian” was used not only with the ethnical, but also national
meaning.

The globalization has the quit serious impact on Georgia not only in the point of
economical but also political view. It is obvious that later the development of new technologies
will give the media production the possibility to pass the national broads, and whether we like it
all these processes will influence the nation and national identity. But in order to preserve the
national values, it is necessary to realize the relevant actions in all fields. Moreover, the
children’s broadcasting can play the great role in this direction. It is natural in the global
ideology; we can see the advantages there, which should be highlighted, as the prevention of its
possible treats. The children’s broadcasting can create the educational publicist TV production,
by this way it will play the active role for preserving the Georgian independence, traditions and

values.

Conclusion



During working on the dissertation, there was found out that the children’s broadcasting
took one of the main places in the social educational system. At this stage, its importance and
possibilities are not relevantly valued and fully used in this direction. There is the impression
that the state independence is not formed and the use of the possibilities are not institutionally
analyzed properly for the vital interest of the society, which the children’s broadcasting have in
the process of socialization for new generation.

On the first stage of the development of the Georgian television, the programs for
children were systematical. The situation was changed from 60s, according to the resolution of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the use of the children’s
broadcasting was started actively in order to establish the Communist principles, as it was the
means of Soviet education of the future generation. The didactical-propaganda programs
contributed to the formation of the youth with one mind, attitudes and standards. The portion of
them was too much that neutralized the factor of the national independence.

From 70s, the regular children’s broadcasting started, there were two types of program:
didactical-educational, which was distinguished with the heroic aspiration of the Communist,
and performance-intellectual games and shows. The portion of such programs, which were
different with their structure and ideology, were balanced. But the performance shows were very
eminent, which authors created the intellectual games and performances with the little technical
equipments in the Georgian television, which should be really considered as the innovation. The
structural and creative changes developed during this period created the hard fundaments for the
development of the children’s editorial office.

It is paradox that from the middle of 80s, when in the Soviet Union so-called the reforms
and transformations began, it was reflected on the information policy and media at first. At this
period, the regression period was for the Georgian television. Therefore, the situation was
changed at the children’s broadcasting, where the entertaining programs were decreased and the
propagandist-didactical programs were increased (qualitative and quantitative). The balance
between the different age groups was broken. We can say that the children’s broadcasting had
never been so political since its existence. But we should also mention that the educational
programs were reinforced at the science broadcasting with programs, such as “Georgian
Language and Literature”, which promoted the sense of the national independence not only
among the youth but in the whole society.

At the state television, the before existed strategy was reformed from 9™ of April, 1989.
That was caused by the current critical events. Commandant hour, civil controversy, energy
crisis destroyed the casual rhythm of the television. In these conditions, the television worked

with the full broadcasting net, but because of turning off the electricity, the viewers were not



able to watch the TV production. The exception was the period from the 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm,
when the almost all districts had the electricity. This strict limited time, the news program
“Moambe” and the children’s program “Dzilispiruli” were televised daily. In spite of the current
difficult period, the priority of the news program was the program defined for the children under
the school age.

On one side, the change of the consciousness of the Soviet Union and the freedom from
the censorship, and on the second side, the new technologies caused the generation of “Basti-
Bubu” on 10™ May of 1992, which was the different in the Georgian television. Even during the
critical political-social processes of the Georgian history, “Basti-Bubu has the unlimited art
freedom. The strategy of this project conditioned the full monopolization of the children’s
segment until June of 2010. Actually, “Basti-Bubu” was the first children’s program in the post
Soviet Georgian television, which became the brand inside and outside the television.

The analysis of the broadcasting policy of the Georgian TV channels (1* Channel,
Rustavi 2, Imedi, Ertsulovneba) and children’s programs showed that in the conditions of media
development and advances (regulating the legislative base, creating the Public Broadcasting,
etc.), there is not any development or the relevant TV production for the children. Even the
Public Broadcasting (1 Channel), which code of behavior describes the standards for the
children, is not able to create the modern production for them by keeping these standards.

In 2011, the Public Broadcasting realized the technical reforms. The mobile broadcasting
station with 12 cameras of the highest definition (HD) systems, virtual studios mainly serve for
the news and political programs. At the time, when the children’s projects need such kinds of
technologies in order to create the high definition, which almost is not felt in the main children’s
program — “Fairytale of Pepe” that is primitive and has the vague values.

From 2011, in Georgia, the first children’s channel “Enki-Benki” is televised, which is
mainly occupied with the foreign TV production. From 2008, the television of the Patriarch of
Georgia “Ertsulovneba” started broadcasting, which established the orthodox values in the
children’s programs. But its form is under the critics. TV company “Rustavi 2” prefers to the
standards of the USA and Europe. Here, two British and one American projects are prepared.
Almost all channels televise the foreign movies with the Georgian subtitles; this fact hampers
the valuable perception of product by the children.

The globalization process is irreversible. It leaves far behind the language, religion,
history, epos, heroes, etc. which causes the weakness of national mentality among the future
generation. This fact is supported by the internet. The users can receive any information by the
internet; among them is pornography, which main users are children and youth. Today the

children’s broadcasting should have the state importance. Some exceptional TV projects (such as



successful “Etaloni”) cannot create the relevant environment. The Public Broadcasting is
especially responsible for the society, this channel should keep the national independence and
form the future generation.

The research topic at the televisions should be dedicated to the features of the Georgian
children’s projects, what programs the schoolchildren or the children under the school age need,
what time period should be defined for the children’s programs, which topics are priority for the
children and parents.

In the conditions of TV internet, the “children’s period” defined by the codes of
broadcasting has no idea, as the concept of time and broadcasting net are almost disappeared.
The companies “Silknet” and “Caucasus Online” provide the consumers with the individual
packets, which make possible to do programming themselves, among them are children. The
current situation demands from TV companies, especially the Public Broadcasting, to have the

relevant reaction and to create the new policy.
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