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Abstract

The present dissertation attempts to draw a comprehensive review of Rem Koolhaas'
conceptual, architectural and written work from a specifically Georgian perspective. The
leading Dutch architect and, broadly, an European cultural phenomenon, Rem Koolhaas had
successfully revived early modernist architecture and brought it to the diversity of the current
international scene, encouraging what has been called New Modern, or Neomodern. In
architecture, Neomodern has gone as far as even being qualified, by some, as a style. The signs
of this style are, among other subjects, reviewed in this dissertation and an attempt of their
qualification is one of the initial goals the author wants to meet in this study.

In the first part of this dissertation we, after outlining the general background of modern
Dutch urbanism, and following Koolhaas from the early years as a journalist, screenwriter and
publisher up to the present times, shall try to determine the influences, and crystallize the
conditions leading to his intrinsically neomodern status of "world architect”. Rem Koolhaas is
the most important figure in architecture of Neomodernism, the author of its essential theoretic
code which does not have a form of a comprehensive manifesto or a categorical character that
distinguishes early Modernist doctrines. Since the 1970s Koolhaas’ series of publications and
projects gradually introduce what we now call “The Rotterdam Architectural School” which
laid the foundations for the Neomodernism in architecture. In particular, we will review his
seminal early books “Delirious New York: A Retroactive Manifesto for Manhattan ” and
“S,M,L,XL”, and a wide variety of initial projects ranging from an AA diploma thesis on
Berlin Wall, to series of private houses.

In a second part, we will attempt to describe Rem Koolhaas' main instruments of practical
work, the OMA (Office for Metropolitan Architecture) he founded in 1975 with Madelon
Vriesendorp, Elia and Zoe Zenghelis, and in 1999 the AMO, a research institute, through
which he laid the grounds for what we call the Rotterdam Architectural School and introduced
a number of young colleagues who later became leading exponents of the style adopted by the
School and spread it to the worldwide architecture community. By introducing some of
OMA/AMO main past and present collaborators, describing the characteristics of their works,
pinpointing common grounds for the foundation of modern European design, and using current
theoretical frameworks, we will try to assess Rem Koolhaas' and the Rotterdam Architectural
School position within the characteristics of neomodern architecture. Book reviews will
include “Lagos”, “Content”, “Harvard Design Guide to Shopping”, projects range from Seattle
Library and Casa de Musica, to CCTV Beijing and Milstein Hall. This will be followed by an
outlook towards most recent cultural invasions of OMA/AMO such as Prada or Roadmap
Europe 2050, based on critics’ evaluations and our own views.

Finally, to our knowledge for the first time, we will try to apply our findings to the
contemporary Georgian local architectural landscape: by critically analyzing relevant Georgian
projects, evaluating influences, advising urban planners and architects, and by doing so, to
open additional windows to an important trend for the Georgian culture.

For architectural criticism in Georgia, as well as for current practice of Georgian
architecture, a deep study of Rem Koolhaas and Rotterdam Architectural School provides a
fundamentally important opportunity to take part in contemporary architectural discourse and
evaluate their role in formation, development and diversification of modern architectural
culture.
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