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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE THESIS

Relevance of the research topic. In contemporary humanities
and social sciences important place is given to the study of national
identity. In general the issue of national identity is considered on the
basis of the universal criteria for nation’s existence, such as language,
religion, historical memory, tradition and territory; besides, it is
essential to understand how the society apprehends each of them as
well as national symbols. Naturally, the abovementioned should be
understood through the demands and aspirations of the concrete epoch,
because the public mentality has experienced various transformations
throughout centuries

On different stages of historical development due to the
challenges of the concrete epoch different was the meaning of features
of ethnic identity and their defining criteria. As is well known, the
consciousness of the Georgian nation had undergone concrete way of
development and during the first two decades of the 20" century it
entered a new phase.

For understanding national identity it is necessary to represent the
past on the basis of historical representation of Christianity, language,
motherland, historical memory, and traditions. In most of the present
research works in contemporary Georgian historiography on national
identity just these characteristics are properly emphasized. However,
the comprehensive study of the problem necessitates the complex
analysis, including identification and consideration of the role and
ideology of different social layers and social groups.

Several problems of the history of Georgia — political, cultural,
social-economic or religious, have been thoroughly studied and
numerous scientific works have been written. However, of no less
importance are the study of those issues, that will give us opportunity to
find out how the Georgian nation, social group or the society perceived
themselves as a part of the Georgian nation and what was the system of
values that defined their struggle for self-salvation and self
establishment. The analysis of self-consciousness or national identity of
the Georgian nation, i.e. revealing of social perceptions, will give us the
possibility to examine anew different historical phenomena and treat
numerous related scientific issues from different perspective.
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During the first two decades of the 20" century Georgia faced the
new challenges. On the one hand she had to overcome the difficulties
caused by the breakdown of feudalism and establish herself in a new
social and economic environment and, on the other hand, continue
struggle for restoration of state independence in other ways: through
education, knowledge and organization instead of armed actions, with
the demands conformable to the epoch and the interests and
possibilities of the country.

Some issues studied mostly as single problems in special
literature are presented and analyzed in its entirety in the thesis. The
research reveals Georgia’s developmental way in the first two decades
of the 20™ century, the transformations in the ideology of different
social classes, how the phenomenon of national freedom was presented
and the evolution of the Georgian nation as a whole.

Research subject. The subject of the thesis is the study of the
development of national consciousness of the Georgians in the first two
decades of the 20™ century. In the work the Georgian environment in
1900-1921 is presented on the basis of different features of national
identity, against the background of the study and estimation of the role
of different social classes or groups.There is shown the evolution of the
Georgians’ perception of the phenomenon of national freedom.

Goal and objectives. The goal of the research is to study the
reality of Georgia in the first two decades of the 20™ century on the
basis of the comparative analysis of the two different epochs.
Comparative analysis will shed light on various problematic and
interesting issues.

Although the events of 1900-1921, and theirs particular aspects
had often become the objects of scientific study, the thesis focuses on
social perceptions and represents their fundamental characteristics and
the dynamics of development through comparative analysis of the
information from different sources.

On the one hand, the complicacy of the processes developed in
1900-1921: transformations, multilateralism, namely, the frequent
changes of political, cultural and economic situation , the emergence of
new social groups and their relation to the society, and restoration of
state independence of Georgia on the other, arouses definite interest;
the periods in the thesis are distinguished considering the situation and
the objectives of the research are accordingly the following:
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—Reconstruct the Georgian society of 1900-1921 on the basis of
complex analysis and matching of different sources.

—Reveal the developmental way and transformation of the
consciousness of the Georgian nation during the first two decades of the
20th century.

—Qutline and handle properly the entire major issues (political,
cultural, socio — economic, religious), which is reflected in the history
of the Georgian nation in the mentioned chronological period.

Chronological framework.

The thesis embraces 1900-1921 years. Two main periods have
been selected for the analysis of the materials: 1. 1900-1917, when
Georgia was under the Russian rule and 2. 1918-1921 — the times of
democratic republic. Here the following issues occur: 1. On the one
hand, it is the continuation of the ideology of the 1860’s, when the so
called successors of Tergdaleulebi (a group of young Georgian
intellectuals) tried to propagate nationalism, improve knowledge, learn
the history of the country, idealize the past, excite a sense of protection
of national values; and what is most important, the main goal of the
cultural and political elite becomes protection of the peasants' rights
and determination of their functions 2. Since the 1890’s there appeared
new social classes: the bourgeoisie and the proletariat; there were
formed different political parties which had their own conception on
regaining state independence and future development of Georgia. Each
of them tried to involve the representatives of the lower social layers in
the political process. 3. Absolutely different period, the years of
independence, when the completely changed ideology is oriented
towards the development of state consciousness. In the history of
Georgia the very difficult period covers from 1918 to 1921. Declaration
of independence, along with many positive developments, brought
about a great deal of problems. Besides the fact that Georgia was under
the jurisdiction of Russia for 117 years, in the second half of the 15"
century Georgian Kingdom was split into several kingdom-
principalities, except for the unification of Kartli and Kakheti in the
second half of the 18" century. Therefore it was necessary to carry out
multiple reforms of national importance, and especially, radically
change the public mentality. The restoration of state independence of
Georgia was preceded by several events, which influenced the history
of the country. As is known, Georgia was under the Russian Rule since
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the beginning of the 19" century until 1918 and, of course, the
processes that had place in the Empire affected the life of our country.
Among them the following events may be separately identified: 1. the
1905-1907 Russian Revolution 2. The period of “reaction” of 1907-
1910 3. The 1914-1918 World War 1, 4. The February 1917 Bourgeois
—Democratic Revolution 5. The counterrevolution of October 25, 1917.

Research methods and methodology. For historical
representation and source analysis in the thesis comparative historical
and critical-analytical methods are used. The understanding of nation as
a central concept of the research is based on and considers the
achievements of the contemporary social sciences regarding the
definition of the phenomenon.

Basic findings and scientific novelty. The present research is an
attempt of the study of the self-consciousness of the Georgian nation or
national identity in a certain chronological period. The study of
specialist literature and detailed analysis of sources allows us to outline
the particular importance and merit of cultural and political elite, as
well as the perceptions of the entire community and the dynamics of
consolidation process trough such characteristics as the historical past
and traditions, Georgian language and national freedom. It was
revealed, that the necessity of the educational process according to the
demands of the new epoch was the principle means not only for
enlightening the population, but also for maintaining the national
consciousness of the Georgian nation.

As a result of the comparative study of the Georgian identity in
1901-1917 and 1918-1921 it became evident, that in the first period
(1901-1917) the following issues had great social weight and were the
subjects of special discussion: universal educational program, as the
basis for homogenization of the society and abolition of social barriers;
economics, as a precondition for the nation’s existence and survival;
historical memory and tradition, national symbols. At the same time
special interest is paid to the study of consciousness of various social
classes in conformity with the epoch, assessment of the role of the
center and periphery in the struggle for national independence. In the
second period (1918-1921) it became priority to link the ideal of
freedom with national consolidation and permeate the wider public with
this idea.
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For the first time in the Georgian historiography it is studied the
history of Georgian identity in 1900-1921 based on the complex
analysis of the different historical sources; the facts that were regarded
as challenges of the epoch are studied entirely and are presented from a
different perspective.

Approbation. The chapters of the thesis were presented at the
national and international conferences and published in form of
monograph and scientific articles.

The Structure. The thesis consists of an introduction, six
chapters, seventeen paragraphs, a conclusion and a list of references.

THE CONTENTS OF THE THESIS
Introduction

In the Introduction of the thesis the relevance of the topic, the
research subject, goal and objectives and scientific novelty are
discussed; the chronological framework is identified and substantiated,
the source materials are characterized, historiography is analyzed and
the structure of the thesis is elucidated.

Sources. Recently in Georgian historiography attention has been
paid to the study of Georgian identity. Therefore, determination of the
source database is one of the important issues for the study of the
mentioned problem.

The sources selected for evaluation of the events of the 1900-
1921 years could be classified as follows:

Print media.

Georgian magazines and newspapers issued in 1900-1921.

As is known, in Georgia in the mentioned period there were
issued various magazines and newspapers of different direction, like
political (i.e. Socialist-Democratic, Socialist —Federalist, National —
Democratic, Socialist —Revolutionary), literary, scientific, humoristic
etc. Each of them tried to highlight their positions. However, the study
of such issues cannot be based only on the one periodical; complex
analysis should be necessary.

44



Memoir literature.

Memoirs of the famous public and political figures acting in the
mentioned period. Memoirs as historical sources have been often used
in the scientific literature; however, it was not used for the study of the
history of identity until today. The memoirs of public and political
figures contain interesting facts about the epoch. Although any events
are rated according to the author’s personal position, still, as the aim of
our work is the public perceptions, memoirs do have a significance of a
primary source.

Books, brochures and other publications.

The sources for the research are also the books, brochures,
translated literature, programs of political parties issued by the
Georgian cultural and political elite in 1900-1921. These materials are
processed and evaluated by the authors of that period, with a focus on
the problems considered as challenges of the age.

Archival data.

The work is based on archival documents which often contain
secret data, which in contrast to the above-mentioned system of
sources, was not accessible to the wider public of that period.
Therefore, to bring this information to the light and its analysis is twice
more interesting and important.

The state of the problem study.

In Georgian historiography there are different magazine and newspaper
articles on national identity, reflecting different chronological periods,
as well as several monographs by various authors (M. Chkhartishvili, 1.
Pataridze, Z. Kikvidze, Z. Kiknadze, K.Mania, T. Bolkvadze, N.
Songulashvili et.al.) with interesting discussions on specific issues.
However, there is no comprehensive research on the 1900-1921
Georgian identity and the presented thesis is an attempt to fill this gap.

45



Chapter I. Some Questions of the National Problem

The chapter is dedicated to the most important issue of the study
of the national problem, particularly, the question of how the Georgian
cultural and political elite perceived formation of the Georgian nation
during the first two decades of the 20" century.

National question is very relevant and problematic. Although in
the Georgian specialist literature the questions regarding the national
topic were raised several times and different opinions were expressed,
today it is especially important to study similar issues on the basis of
different theoretical conceptions; though the final opinion is not yet
formulated and perhaps we do not expect to get the final interpretation,
however, in the present thesis attention is drawn to some of the issues.

As is known, in Georgia the new phase of the development of the
national idea begins in second half of the 19" century, when the so
called “samotsianelebi “(Sixtieths — Georgian enlighteners of the
1860’s) lead by llia Chavchavadze appear on the scene and their main
goal is the struggle for preservation of the values which were given in
the slogan created by Chavchavadze: “Motherland, Mother tongue and
Faith”. This conception actually accompanies the struggle of the
Georgian cultural and political elite for raising the national
consciousness of the broad masses and national independence in the
second half of the 19" and the beginning of the 20" centuries.

During the mentioned period, on the one hand, due to the position
of the Russian Imperial Court, and the influence of Marxist ideology,
on the other, it was quite actual to claim that the Georgian nation was
formed in the second half of the 19" century. First of all, it should be
underlined that the life of Georgia being under the rule of Russia was
influenced by the situation existing in the empire; it often determined
the direction of the Georgian public opinion and naturally influenced,
too, national consciousness.

In the 19™ century, Georgia being under the Russian rule,
naturally had to move to another political and social-economic system,
which affected all spheres of the country’s life. One of the most
important and problematical for Georgia appeared the issue of
increasing opposition between provinces as a result of deliberate
actions of Russian Imperial Court. Marxist ideologists wrote that
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construction of the roads by Russia contributed to the convergence of
the Georgian people and that capitalism had increasingly facilitated this
process. The research results presented in this chapter is just the
opposite of the above conception. The groundlessness of the very
argument is shown in the thesis. It is explained that though we know
relatively little about the Georgian identity in pre-modern period and
about the basic values for their comprehension as members of a unity
before the new period, the claims of some researchers as though the
formation of the Georgian nation began only after the establishment of
capitalism and was caused by economic factors characteristic to the
new times, is not sufficiently substantiated.

Chapter 11. Regional Identity: Center and Periphery
(1900-1917)

In the present thesis the role and importance of center and
periphery, or a town and a village, in the first two decades of the 20"
century in Georgia is studied and evaluated. The problem of formation,
development and cooperation of a town and a village has often become
the subject of scientific research from several angles. The goal of the
thesis is not the study of the history of towns and the villages in a
traditional way, as established in Georgian historiography, but to reveal
their role in building a national state and in the struggle for gaining
liberty and independence.

Generally, the significance of a town in the development of a
state on the whole and, particularly of a village is great. During
centuries town has undergone various stages of development; however,
the fact is that in each historical epoch a town had always had political,
cultural and economic significance. In the Middle Ages towns were
important strategic centers. In the period under review the life in towns
experienced the new phase of development. Besides that the towns
acquire new economic function under capitalism, they also become
cultural centers, the main base for the political and cultural elite for
realization of their ideas and interests. The propagation of nationalistic
ideas to villages starts precisely from towns.
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During 1900-1917 in Georgia, towns gain new significance and
function. It is not by chance that they were main centers, which
provided contact with villages and rapprochement with their
population. As towns become the main industrial centers, here
congregate peasants who begin new proletarian life. The Georgian
intelligentsia hopes to introduce a new life style in the villages and
inform the population about various spheres of public life, with their
help. It also opens a large number of educational institutions in towns,
where besides education, cultural elite was trying to raise national
consciousness among the people.

It is interesting to note that before the era of capitalism in
Georgia, the town had never achieved such importance; most
importantly, town had to say a new word regarding the revival of
Georgian statehood and preservation of national values. Besides, after
cities became major economic centers, the agenda was to maintain and
revive the achievement to the new direction. In fact, based on the
history of Georgia, it was the beginning of a new period in terms of
trade and economy. After the breakdown of the feudal system
capitalism has penetrated in Georgia and despite serious problems, it
made certain progress in the beginning of the 20™ century. Ensuing
from the history, traditions and geographic location of Georgia, a
village has always played an important role in the life of our country.
As is well known Georgia was considered an agricultural country for
centuries. In modern era naturally it was important to maintain and
continue traditions. In addition, due to the demands of the time, it was
also necessary to take new challenges into account.

In the first two decades of the20™ century, one of the principle
goals of Georgian intelligentsia was to revive villages and convert
peasant economy to new standards. In the feudal period the question of
peasants and village was less interesting for the upper classes. Feudal
and peasant relation was based on economic policy and the peasant was
under the direct subordination of a feudal. On the other hand, everyone
was aware of their functions; they were adapted and accustomed to the
established system. Abolition of serfdom and the establishment of
capitalist system had changed the existing situation. Changes of
economic relations caused transformation of the peasant’s mentality.
Feudal era had come to an end and the farmer was to be engaged in a
new life which turned out to be not simple. The centuries old economic
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system was considerably shattered. A farmer became a new member of
a new era (and the reviving Georgian unity). After the abolition of
serfdom the problem had not been resolved immediately. Hence, in
1900-1921 the Georgian cultural and political elite was completely
directed to engage villages in national processes and adapt them to
capitalism. The goal of this chapter is to find out how villages and
towns perceived themselves as a part of Georgia, how they got used to
the new economic regime and what changes the consciousness of the
people did experience.

The care for village welfare was the main problem for the
intelligentsia in the period under review. In their opinion the farmers
with their improving agricultural education should provide the success
of a village. The development of education and economic-industrial
knowledge were interrelated; therefore it is possible to select main issue
necessary for the development of the village: 1. Farmers equipped with
appropriate knowledge, who will supply villages with new tools, new
culture, establish special schools, where the farmers will get technical
education, which will help increase the harvest and, ultimately, ensure
economic advancement.

Capter I11. Social Environnent in 1900-1921

In this chapter, which consists of seven sections, there is studied
and analyzed the development of consciousness of different social
classes or groups. There is shown the role each of them played in the
struggle for restoration of state independence in times of Democratic
Republic.

In Georgian historiography an important place is devoted to the
study of the question of the peasantry, as one of the social classes.
However, less focus is made on transformations, that had experienced
their values and to what extent was their national consciousness
developed.

When evaluating the events of 1900-1921 and we touch on
political and social - economic issues, first of all we have to understand
the epoch itself and its impact on the society and vice versa. Major part
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of such works has been written in Soviet period and they mainly
represent the statistic data on the number of farmers, their categories,
profit, land in their ownership, etc. But nowhere is argued about who a
farmer was during 1900-1921 in Georgia. In the development of a
peasant’s consciousness | have identified 4 stages: 1. Abolition of
serfdom and the subsequent period; improvement of national
consciousness, economic and intellectual levels due to the activities of
the samotsianelebi. 2. Unorganized and unsystematic struggle against
the landlords for land 3. Increase of political consciousness of a farmer
due to the activities of the Social - Democratic Party and their
involvement in the struggle against the Empire. 4. Years of
independence and the farmer's involvement in the process of State
building.

Although the period of 1918-1921 is different and this is the era
of Georgia’s independence, the question of a farmer is still urgent and
still important is the problems of land and personal freedom. Therefore,
all the issues mentioned above accompanied both stages. From the
above mentioned the views of farmers and their consciousness passed
the certain way of development, the orientation of which was often
determined by political and cultural elite in the 1900-1921, mostly
influenced by the challenges of the epoch.

The study of proletariat occupies an important place in Georgian
historiography. In the specialist literature of Soviet times the role of
proletariat is exaggerated. On the one hand, it is presented as the
oppressed class, as the victim of bourgeoisie and, on the other hand, it
is the most informed among the different social classes, who took a
leading role in the course of the revolution.

In the existing research works the main focus is made on the
spread of capitalism and the struggle of working class for their rights
and improvement of their material state. This question highlights
mainly one aspect— the role of proletariat in the bourgeois and the
“socialist™ revolutions.

But there is another side of the problem and special attention is
paid to it in the thesis. The examined material showed impropriety of
studying proletariat from only one aspect: to reveal its role in the
bourgeois and socialist revolutions. Proletariat is a product of a new
epoch and, what is important, he is fighting not only for realization of
socialism, but he is not experiencing the lack of national ideas. He has
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ability to percept not only the motherland but he is struggling for her
preservation.

It is impossible to study the national problem perfectly without
analyzing the mentality of different social classes or social groups.
Among them, important is to determine and evaluate the role of an
army and a soldier. The study of the issues of military history is given
an important place in Georgian historiography. Many interesting studies
have been dedicated to the very problem, where the main focus is made
on the martial arts, necessity of organization and dislocation of the
army, the nature of the wars against other countries, etc. However,
besides that, of equal importance is the understanding of the national
consciousness of soldiers. The research shows the role of soldiers in the
process of the Georgian National state building in 1900-1921, and the
development his conscience experienced since the beginning of the 20"
century until the restoration of Georgia’s state independence.

The thesis focuses on assessment of the role of one of the social
classes - the clergy. It is a known fact that the Georgian clergy acted as
unifier of the Georgian people, while Christianity and Georgianness
were integral concepts for all Georgians. This fact is especially
underlined in the scientific literature and not only in it.

This is often connected with the review of the church history, as
well as with the formation process of the Georgian nation and usually
in this context it is unavoidable to speak about the factors of
Christianity and the Georgian Orthodox Church. The close ties between
the church and the parish existed for centuries in Georgia; however,
these relations entered a new phase of development after the Russian
invasion of Georgia. The Church devoid of autocephaly was paralyzed.
The Imperial Court of Russia well realized the importance of spiritual
unity between the parish and the clergy. Therefore, he set a goal to
separate and confront them with each pother. Despite the clergy's
attempts to preserve their own rights and ties with the public, this
problem emerged acutely in times of Russian Exarches after the
measures of Russian Imperial Court in1900-1917.

Although there are multiple literature regarding the problem,
especially in the last period, but there is no information given about
how the clergy comprehended itself in 1900-1921 and what defined the
society’s ambiguous and changing attitude towards them. This issue is
addressed in the thesis.
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Feudal nobility is the typical social class for Georgia which had
been a privileged and a wealthy class during centuries. Their rights
were so important that they enjoyed not only great honors at the Royal
Court, but often the king’s decision of political or military issues
depended on their position. Actually the nobility was the principle
constituent for the existence of the monarchical state. After abolishing
the statehood in Georgia, the nobility became one of the classes most of
all deprived of any rights. He had lost not only his estates, privilege and
influence, but it turned completely unnecessary in the 19" century
Georgia. This was caused by Russia's invasion of Georgia and,
secondly, by the social and economic transformations since the second
half of the 19" century, in particular the abolition of serfdom. It should
be noted that in 1900-1921 nobility was no longer a privileged class.
Restriction of their rights that began after the abolition of serfdom
proceeded slowly throughout the second half of the 19" century and in
the beginning of the 20™ century it moved to a new stage. The
establishment of capitalist system in Georgia which resulted in
formation of new social classes of proletariat and bourgeoisie,
contributed to the development of the mentioned processes unfavorable
for the nobility. During the period under review the nobility no longer
had the significance it had in the second half of the 19" century. A new
economic regime led to the certain transformations and social layers of
feudalism appeared completely unacceptable for the modern era.

As with all examined social classes, bourgeoisie has also passed
certain stages of consciousness development. Bourgeoisie as a product
of a new capitalist era, aimed to eliminate the remnants of serfdom.
Their main goal was to expand trade - economic ties, conquer new
markets and possess mighty commercial objects. The World War |
provided an opportunity for the bourgeoisie for the implementation of
this plan. For Georgia bourgeoisie was not acceptable because most of
its representatives were not Georgians. However, it was the fact that the
Georgian national bourgeoisie was not formed. The situation in
medieval Georgia, gave no possibilities for reinforcement of merchants.
The Georgians constantly engaged in war were unable to be engaged in
merchants and, for their part, it was not profitable for the Feudals;
therefore, in Georgia trade had always been the priority of not
Georgians. In Georgia we see a similar situation in the beginning of the
20™ century. The bourgeoisie consisted mainly of non-Georgians, only
52



minority of them was Georgians. This fact, of course, could have
negative impact on the Country’s life. This situation much more
increased the existing negative attitude towards bourgeoisie; the more
S0, because it was considered the main base for autocracy.

In 1900-1921 in Georgia, intelligentsia, or the educated segment
of society played an important role in creation of public consciousness.
In modern theoretical literature the term: cultural and political elite is
used. In the thesis both terms are used as synonyms, because of the
semantic connection between them. In reference to the paragraph, the
heading “intelligentsia™, is left unchanged since in the first two decades
of the 20™ century in Georgia the term intelligentsia was widely spread.
The more so because in the given period pupils and students were
perceived as an integral part of intelligentsia. Therefore a separate
paragraph is dedicated to their activities.

Generally, when speaking about the Georgian intelligentsia of the
first two decades of the 20th century, first of all, we should consider
that we must not perceive as the constituent of this social group only
the cultural and political elites, who were really a leading force and
often determined the orientation of the nation’s life. The intelligentsia
of that period can be divided into two groups: 1. Cultural and political
elites, comprising representatives of various political parties and public
figures: scientists, writers, poets, actors etc. 2. Urban and rural
intelligentsia: teachers, doctors, students, pupils. All of them tried to
establish communication with the public in their own way.

The task of intelligentsia considered increasing national
consciousness and protecting national interests. The problems caused
by anti-Georgian policy of Russian autocracy, which was reflected in
almost all spheres of national life, should naturally cause
transformation of mentality and lifestyle of the nation. The duty of
intelligentsia, which was not unreasonably considered as the society's
most educated and conscious part, was to protect the interests of the
nation.
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Chapter IV. Formation of National Narrative and National
Symbols.

To be unanimous in the struggle for national independence, the
society has to understand clearly its role in the history of the nation; it
must be thoroughly familiar with the history of the country, traditions
and must love them. The main goal of intelligentsia was to foster this
idea. Except that the activities of intelligentsia had national meaning
and aimed to strengthening of the national consciousness among the
Georgians, it was not devoid of political motives as well. Intelligentsia
propagandized the country's history and cultural heritage within the
country and abroad. It was an inevitable requirement of the epoch to
speak on the role of historical past and traditions via media. The
importance of these ideas in the nation's consciousness has always been
great and in the ideology aiming to strengthen national self-
consciousness through centuries, the historical memory was rather
important. All nations should know their own historical past. But it has
especially important place in the consciousness of conquered nation.
The past is no longer a mere historical fact, but also each event acquires
the sacred meaning and often becomes the nation's unifying power. On
the new phase of the National-liberation movement the Georgian
cultural and political elite has ideological influence on the overall
national unity and pays attention to the common national interests. In
this connection special function was assigned to theatres and museums
that would have allowed the Georgians to see and comprehend the
obvious indicator of past glory—the Georgian culture and understand
that they all have common famous history. The factor of popularization
of the theater was related to the fact that its role was crucial in
improving education of lower social classes as well as increasing their
national awareness. While the teaching at educational institutions was
carried out in Russian and the Russian language was operating in
almost every institution, the public figures tried to create all the
conditions to the lower layers to get acquainted with the history and
culture of their country in Georgian language via the theater.

The review of print media allows us to conclude that in 1900-
1917 the historical memory, traditions and national symbols had a
major importance in raising and keeping of the common Georgian
national consciousness.
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Chapter V. Georgian Environment and National Identity

Public perceptions have the most important role in the process of
assessment and analysis of the history of Georgia. For the study of the
mentioned problem there is a great database in the form of print media.
In modern era print media played an important role in the formation of
Georgian national consciousness. The Georgian cultural and political
elite actively promoted national ideas through the print media. Print
media was not only designed for the elite, but also for the broad
masses; it could help to involve all members of every social group in
the activities of the national movement. The perception and
development of national idea experiences some changes in different
periods and due to the demands of time attention is paid to the national
symbols, maintenance of which are of vital importance for the nation's
existence. As mentioned above, in 1900-1921 the public perception of
the very problem experiences a gradual change; the ideology of 1900-
1917 was a kind of prerequisite for the events of the period of the
Democratic Republic. It must be emphasized that in those period
regarding the national questions, in particular, the idea of homeland,
there had been different opinions in the cultural and political elite
which was reflected in the mentality of the wider public. That is why
the program developed by the national forces was fully designed for
that part of the social classes, which needed to realize their place and
role as a part of the Georgian nation more than others. Therefore, the
leading part in the life of the nation who had lost the statehood had
chosen a new way of struggling with participation of all Georgians,
which eventually should restore the independence of Georgia. Since the
second half of the 20" century, the goal of the whole Georgian political
and cultural elite was to realize the national program elaborated by Ilia
Chavchavadze. This was periodically altered and updated due to the
challenges of the epoch. It aimed to mobilize the Georgians in the
national space, make them comprehend the role of the homeland and
engage them in the struggle for freedom and restoration of state
independence.

The issues discussed in this chapter reflect the above idea: the
homeland, Georgian language and education, Christianity, economics
and a Georgian woman.

In the history of any nation the territory is of particular
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importance. For strong unity it is necessary to place the nation within
concrete boundaries, where the unity of the people is being developed
throughout centuries, develop common customs, mentality and original
system of national values.

As is known, language is one of the most important national
characteristics. The Georgian language had always had a uniting
function in the life of the nation. In the thesis the Georgian language
and education is purposely considered in a single context. In a new era
education, through which it could be possible to preserve the Georgian
language, traditions, and historical memory and improve economic-
industrial level, was added to the traditional national characteristics.
Promotionof the educational issue was related to the demands of the
epoch. Besides the goal of Georgian Nationalists to bring up literate
generation, it was as well determined by the historical necessity. The
second half of the 19" century and the first two decades of the 20"
century is the time of global political, social -economic and cultural
transformations.

Necessity for a new educated society was a demand of a new
political order. In contrast to the previous period, when the world was
occupied with only wars and a farmer attached to the land had neither
time nor the opportunity for education, capitalist order had completely
changed the situation. If in old times mainly women knew reading and
writing, in modern era, it became mandatory for everyone.

In addition, regardless of gender all males and females had to
learn together. This process has also been directed to liquidation of
social inequality.

As is known, the Georgian language along with Christianity had a
special role in the history of Georgian nation. It is undisputable today,
that during centuries Christianity and Georgianness were perceived in a
single context. For the Georgian people preservation of identity was
equal to protection of Christianity and vice versa. This view has been
long introduced in the Georgian scientific literature, so the study of the
problem in this regard is not a novelty. However, to observe changes
that experienced the consciousness of each social class in Georgia in
regard to the Christian faith is a separate issue. In the middle ages,
when people of different religious orientation invaded Georgia, their
main blow was against Christianity. The main demand of the Georgians
in 1900-1917 in relation to the religion was restoration of autocephaly
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of the Orthodox Church of Georgia and not a struggle for the defense of
Christianity. As we see, at this stage the struggle for national values is
experiencing some changes and depending on the demands of the era
important becomes preservation of other national values.

In the Georgian media of the first two decades of the 20™ century
rather important was representation of a woman’s role as a mother. On
the one hand, there is shown the merit of a Georgian mother in the past
and, on the other hand, a contemporary Georgian mother is criticized.
Nearly all Georgian magazines and newspapers discuss the very
problem and try to sober up them with their appeals. This process is
caused by the fact that the woman was given a great educational
mission and in the modern era they observed the degeneration of these
functions

The idealistic image of a Georgian woman had always existed in
the historical memory of the nation. During the first two decades of the
20" century due to the existing situation in Georgia the role of a
Georgian woman has grown substantially and acquired the significant
importance in the process of national consolidation. Based on the
demands of the era, her duty became propaganda of the Georgian
language and history.

The struggle of the Georgian cultural and political elite for
creating a common economic space evidences that their common goal
was to move to the system typical to the capitalism, involvement of all
social classes in the process and growth of national economics.
Representatives even of those Georgian national political parties, such
as National-Democratic and Socialist -Federalist Parties and, generally,
national intelligentsia felt it necessary to introduce in Georgia new
economic forms and industrial structures characteristic to the modern
epoch.

Chapter V1. The Phenomenon of National Freedom

The comprehension of the phenomenon of freedom has
undergone certain evolution. Even from the times of Greek and Roman
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philosophers there were known various definitions of personal liberty,
however, the concept of national freedom is not of less importance.
After the French bourgeois - democratic revolution, when the process
of national consolidation became more active, the Definition of the
phenomenon of freedom had undergone new development. The study
of the national problem had been put on the agenda. Since this period
national freedom became an integral part of the nation studies.

The concept of freedom is used many times in the Georgian
Scientific literature. For example, The national - liberation movement,
“*national freedom” The Georgian people have always fought for
national freedom”, etc. But it is not defined and explained how national
freedom was perceived in the nation's consciousness. How freedom was
comprehended by different social classes and groups.

In the beginning of the 19™ century the annexation of the
Georgian kingdom-principalities by Russian Empire, abolition of the
Kingdom and deprivation of the rights of the royal dynasty of
Bagrationi was a strong blow to the Georgian national state
consciousness. According to the representation of Georgians the
legitimacy of Kingdom was blessed by God, hence the Georgians were
loyal to their Kings. Radical change of the situation, of course has
caused sudden changes in the consciousness of the nation. The common
national ideology developed by the Georgian cultural elite served to
solve the problem. This was manifested in reconstruction of Georgian
Language, Christianity, the historical memory and traditions in the
consciousness of the unity members through standardized educational
system that could be the basis in the struggle for freedom and national
independence. Apart from 1900-1917 years in the period of 1918-1921
Georgia moves to a new phase of consolidation and the main reference
point becomes the ideal of freedom — a core element of collective
cultural identity. As a matter of fact, among the main markers of
national identity: Language, religion and the historical memory, the
ideal of freedom occupies the central place. The struggle for the ideal of
freedom in the consciousness of the Georgians based on the history was
similar to the preservation of the Georgian language, Christianity and
traditions.
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Conclusion

After the annexation of Georgia by Russia, the Georgian nation
faced constant challenges and transformations. Besides there was no
monarchical system in Georgia and the country had to start the new life
under the Russian rule, the Russian empire tried to destroy those
national values that had been the general means for survival during all
periods of the attacks of different enemies. These were: Christian
religion and language. True, appearance under the rule of a new
conqueror was not unusual for Georgia; however, unusual were those
incredible deeds that the Christian state implemented in regard to
Orthodox Georgia. In addition, the abolition of serfdom was followed
by establishment of the capitalist order. The new style of economics
caused certain transformations of the social system. The social
classes—bourgeoisie and proletariat were formed. Actually, the nobility
appeared before the danger of disappearance that was implemented step
by step. The social function of peasants was decayed: it was difficult
for them to establish itself in the different environment. For
bourgeoisie, most of them being not-Georgians and who had enough
material strength, had less interest in Georgian national problems,
proletariat under the influence of the party of Social-Democrats was
initially affected by class consciousness. All these had negative influx
on the unity of the Georgians. Hence the firm ideology which could
unite all Georgians around it was needed.

The issues studied in the thesis are just the revelation of the
abovementioned and is an obvious example of change of the Georgian
consciousness and its gradual transformation according to the new
times through preservation of the Georgian national values and forming
the intellectual, organized, consolidated society, the general ideal of
which should have been national freedom. Thus, the research below is
an attempt to study the identity of the Georgian nation. The detailed
analysis has given us the possibility to observe the merit of cultural and
political elites, as well as the public perception and the development of
the process of national consolidation through historical past and
traditions, Georgian language and national freedom; It became possible
to analyze the necessity of the educational process according to the new
demands of the epoch, not only for dissemination of education among
the population, but as the main means for preservation of national
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consciousness of the Georgians. After comparative study of Georgian
identity in 1900-1917 and 1918-1921 it has become obvious, that in the
first period (1900-1917) the following issues had great public
importance and were the objects of special discussion: the unified
educational program as the basis for homogenization of the society and
dissolution of social barriers, economics, as the prerequisite for
existence and survival of the Georgian nation, historical memory,
traditions and national symbols.

At the same time | focused on the study of the consciousness of
different social classes according to the different periods, assessment of
the role of center and periphery in the struggle for national
independence. In the second period (in 1918-1921) it became priority to
form an ideal of freedom through national consolidation and inspire the
wider public with it.
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