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GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF DISSERTATION WORK

Topicality of the Research Theme. Marginal inscriptions (colophons) of the
manuscripts belong certainly to one of the most interesting historical sources. By content
they can be subdivided into the monuments of memorial, juridical and of some other
types.

In majority of cases the marginal inscriptions have three main features: 1. Cause-
effect relationship of certain kind with the manuscript, on the margins of which they are
executed; 2. Conciseness of the text and resulting scantiness of information; 3. Authen-
ticity of the text, i.e. its closeness in time to the events narrated in the colophon.

Due to the above-mentioned characteristics, marginal inscriptions provide scholars
with concise, but at the same time reliable and diverse accounts about history of a civic
society and church of a state, in my case - of Georgia.

The Georgian historians have been studying the colophons since 19th century. A
lot of work has been conducted in this direction: several hundreds of colophon texts and
associated articles and books in history and source studies were published.

Overview shows that the Georgian scholars have been giving preference to
studying colophons of those manuscripts, which are held in Georgia. As a result,
colophons of the Georgian manuscripts housed at universities, libraries, museums and
archives of Europe remain practically unstudied.

Five valuable Georgian manuscripts held at the Vienna National Library (Austria)
belong to the latter ones: their marginal inscriptions have never been studied from the
standpoint of history and source studies (if we don’t attribute codicological studies
accomplished by Grigol Peradze and Vakhtang Imnaishvili to the above-mentioned
category).

Collection of Texts from Gareji, copied in 1160, from the collection of manuscripts
of the Vienna National Library, under shelf number 4 (mentioned as manuscript Ven. 4 in
my text), with more than 100 marginal inscriptions dating to 12th -19th centuries,
executed by pilgrims visiting Gareji and Holy Land, is of special interest from the
viewpoint of history and source studies. There are two main reasons for the interest to
marginal inscriptions of Ven. 4:

1. It is the most ancient manuscript among the known ones copied in the monastery
of Gareji. Therefore its composition and certain texts give insight about the 12th century
monastic life of the Garejian monks and their literary activities, as well as about religious
and cultural environment of the country in general.

2. Of interest are texts of dozens of colophons executed in 12th-19th centuries.
They have preserved valuable and practically unknown written accounts about Gareji
monasteries, the Georgian religious community in Jerusalem, and concerning many
controversial and dubious problems of the history of Georgia.

Taking into consideration the above-mentioned, importance of collecting marginal
inscriptions from the Georgian manuscript Ven. 4, held at Vienna National Library,
significance of their systematic study, and finely importance of the preparation of a
scientific book, which will incorporate texts of the colophons from Collection of Texts
from Gareji, as well as the results of research in history and source studies dedicated to the
above colophons, is obvious.

Obijective of the research topic. The principle objective of the research is the
following: to introduce individual texts and 12th-19th cc. marginal inscriptions of Ven.4
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into scientific circulation; to research the above from the viewpoint of history and source
studies; based on the obtained results to introduce unknown historical figures, facts and
processes; to make certain theses, accepted in scientific literature, more precise or to
reconsider them; to corroborate some existing points of view with additional arguments,
etc.

Methodological bases of work. Source studying accomplished within the presented
dissertation work is based on a comprehensive methodology of Source Studies; empiricism is
used in the representation of historical research.

Scientific novelty of research. The following scientific novelties are presented
based on the research of marginal inscriptions of the manuscript Ven. 4, carried out by
means of archeographic, codicologic, historic and source studies: One more manuscript
copied by the copyist of Ven. 4 has been revealed, origination of which was not
established to this day; An important issue of the Georgian-Armenian Church relations in
the 12th-13th centuries has been clarified with assistance of an unknown dogmatic-
polemic treatise included in the Collection from Gareji; Some twenty unknown or less
known marginal inscriptions and a “testament” of Ven. 4, dating to 12th-19th centuries,
have been introduced into scientific circulation; The years of King Giorgi Il of Georgia
reign have been corrected; Biographies of some fifteen unknown or less known Georgian
pilgrims, mentioned in marginal inscriptions of Ven. 4, have been reconstructed; Names of
earlier unknown hierarchs of the Georgian Church, mentioned in marginal inscriptions of
the Collection from Gareji, have been introduced into corresponding chronological lists;
Earlier unknown fact of the Catholicos of Apkhazeti residence transfer to the Monastery of
Khobi has been established. etc.

Practical significance of work. The dissertation work will be of assistance to
researchers, students and general public interested in history and source studies of the 12-
19th cc. Georgia. The work can be also used for teaching purposes at universities.

Testing of work. | have presented chapters and sections of my dissertation work
through seven presentations delivered in 2001-2007 at scientific conferences held at Ivane
Javakhishvili Institute of History and Ethnology, and at other scientific or higher education
institutions. A number of results were published in ten articles published in 2002-2008 in
Collections of Works and Journals (see below, list of publications).

Structure of work. The work comprises introduction, three chapters divided into
eight sections, and conclusion. The work is supplied by a list of the cited literature.
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CONTENT OF DISSERTATION WORK
INTRODUCTION

Topicality of the researched problem, objective and tasks of research, scientific
novelty and structure of work (see above in text) are given in the introduction.

CHAPTER I. HISTORY OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
OF THE “TESTAMENT” AND COLOPHONS OF THE COLLECTION
FROM GAREJI (VEN. 4), DESCRIPTION OF THE MANUSCRIPT
AND ITS CODICOLOGIC ANALYSIS

1.1. History of Scientific Research of the “Testament” and Colophons of the
Collection from Gareji (Ven.4). Ven. 4 and its colophons have been studied for some
150 years already. Art historian Niko Chubinashvili was the pioneer of the research: in
May 1845 he visited the Holy Land and familiarized himself with the Collection from
Gareji, at that time held in the library of the Georgian Holy Cross Monastery.

Since then the following Georgian scholars have studied twelve compositions and
colophons of the Collection to certain extent: Grigol Peradze (1940, 2004), Levan Me-
nabde (1962), Zurab Sarjveladze (1983), Elene Dochanashvili (1985), Gulnaz Kiknadze
(1989), Elguja Giunashvili (1995), Vakhtang Imnaishvili (2001, 2004, 2008), Qetevan
Asatiani (2003), Mikheil Qavtaria (2003), Tsiala Qurtsikidze (2003), Eqvtime Kochlma-
zashvili (2004) and Darejan Kldiashvili (2008).

Some 15 articles published by the above-mentioned scholars mainly deal with
philological (textological and codicological) analysis, and only occasionally concern re-
sults of historical and source study researches (In recent works the latter approach is
represented only in Darejan Kldiashvili’s article dedicated to one of the marginal inscrip-
tions from the Collection).

Publications of the above authors are discussed in the first section of Chapter I of
the dissertation. Principal conclusions of the authors are given in a summarized form;
achievements and certain shortcomings of publications are evaluated; contribution of work
accomplished by the authors in research of the Collection from Gareji and of its colophons
is shown. Brief description of my research results is also given.

1.2. Description of the Collection from Gareji (Ven.4) and its Codicological
Analysis. Ven.4 is a large collection. It comprises twelve different texts. The collection
has its own title “Beloved”, and this is a rare exception in the Georgian literary history.
The copyist’s colophon and marginal inscriptions, dating to 1363 (3r) and 1570 (305r),
cite the Collection from Gareji under the same title, “Beloved”.

The manuscript from Gareji is written on paper. It consists of 306 folios (The
leaves of the manuscript are measuring 31 by 25 cm at average). The first and last folios
(lacking pagination; conditionally 1rv and 306rv) are thin white paper. These two endpa-
pers were probably added during the restoration at the Vienna National Library in 1931.
The second folio of the manuscript (lacking pagination; conditionally 2rv), is also white
paper, though it is thicker in comparison with the endpapers. The earliest marginal note
found on this folio is dated to 1772, therefore the above leaf should have been added to the
manuscript before 1772.
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The remaining 302 folios (3rv-304rv) of the manuscript Ven.4 are thick yellowish
papers with well smoothed surfaces. All these folios are contemporary to the time period
in which the manuscript was copied. The paper lacks watermarks. Recto and verso of each
folio bear scratched horizontal and vertical guidelines to achieve even spacing of the lines
and letters.

Folio 305 (305rv) of Ven. 4 is a page of white paper of average thickness. Among
several colophons on folio 305r, the earliest one is found in the upper and middle parts of
the paper. It is a long marginal note by Vlase, Archbishop of Urbnisi, which dates to 1570
(Vlase of Urbnisi narrates the story of his contribution to restoration and renewal of the
manuscript under consideration). Content of the marginal note and its location, selected so
that it is maximally notable, probably points at the fact that this folio was added to the
manuscript in 1570 on purpose, to bear colophon by Vlase of Urbnisi.

Ven. 4 has the double pagination: each fascicle and folio is assigned an individual
number. The fascicle pagination was made by the copyist himself and is contemporary to
the time of copying of the manuscript (Georgian uncial letters decorated with dots,
commas and dashes denote numbers). Arabic numerals are used for pagination of Ven.4
folios, including the endpaper 306rv added to the manuscript in 1931. Therefore, Arabic
pagination can be dated to 1931 or near so, being executed by the librarian of the Vienna
National Library.

The Content is written on 2r. Based on paleographic peculiarities, text of the
Content is not timed with the general text of Ven. 4: it was written much later than the 12"
century. Titles of the texts of the manuscript given in the Content differ from the original
titles of the texts: they are shortened.

Texts included in the manuscript Ven. 4 belong to different genres of ancient
Georgian literature. Four texts (Nos. 1, 3, 4 and 10) out of the twelve are homiletic texts;
three of them (Nos. 6, 7 and 11) are apocripha and lives of the saints. The remaining five
texts belong to the following genres: egzegetic (No. 2), homiletic or apocriphal (No. 5),
dogmatic-polemic (No. 8), Biblical-Hymnographic (No. 9) and of the type of historical
chronology (No. 12). The above-listed texts of the manuscript are not arranged in calendar
order.

Based on the above-mentioned peculiarities of the manuscript (genric diversity of
the texts and their arrangement in non-calendar order), | can critically evaluate the con-
sideration first given by Grigol Peradze, and later repeated by other scholars that Ven.4 is
a polycephalion. In my opinion, the manuscript from Gareji cannot be considered a
polycephalion, i.e. a Liturgical Collection in which hagiographic and homiletic texts dedi-
cated to Church Feasts are arranged in calendar order. The manuscript under consideration
constitutes a Collection of totally different type which lacks direct liturgical function, and
probably was meant as the monks’ private reading.

Identity of the copyist of the manuscript from Gareji, as well as the time and place
of its copying are stated in the long text of the colophon (304v). According to the
colophon, the manuscript Ven. 4 was copied in 1160 in the Lavra of St. David or in an
unknown Berta Monastery in vicinity of the Udabno Monastery of Gareji by Nokoloz
Nikrai.

After | have established place of origin of Ven. 4, | paid attention to the Georgian
translation of the Ladder of St. John the Synaite (H-1669) held at the National Centre of
the Georgian Manuscripts. According to the vol.4 of the Inventory of the Collection “H”
of the Georgian Manuscripts, based on palaeographic peculiarities the Ladder is dated to
the 12™-13" centuries. The same Inventory states that the place of copying of the Ladder is

36



unknown. At the same time, the Inventory cites a concise marginal note and based on it
makes conclusion that the manuscript H-1669 was copied by certain Nikrai.

Despite the fact that H-1669 lacks comprehensive colophon of the copyist (The
manuscript lacks first fifteen folios and last several folios. Apparently, comprehensive text
of the copyist’s colophon was lost together with the above folios), it can be convincingly
stated that the manuscripts H-1669 and Ven.4 were copied by the same person, Nikoloz
Nikrai: both manuscripts are copied in the same hand.

As it turned out, Nikoloz Nikrai was a skilled calligrapher. In the second half of the
12" century, namely in 1160 and in contiguous years, in a monastery of Gareji he had
copied two manuscripts: 1. Collection of texts “Beloved” (Ven.4) and 2. “The Ladder” by
St. John the Sinaite (H-1669).

H-1669 is well studied by philologists and art specialists. From the latter of note is
Vakhtang Beridze, who noted good calligraphic skill of Nikoloz Nikrai: “Nikrai was a
calligrapher but not a professional artist. His drawings are samples of folk arts. As if the
fantasy of the folk fairy tales and folk humour have invaded pages of this strange book.
Very rare are the manuscripts, which display individuality of the copyist with such
acuteness”. Though the scholar’s observation was based only on one manuscript, H-1669,
this evaluation can attributed to the Manuscript from Gareji (Ven.4) as well.

More than one hundred colophons dating to 14"-19™ centuries are found on the
folio margins of Ven. 4 manuscript. They give us opportunity to trace history of the
manuscript back that far. From this point of view the colophon by Archbishop Vlase
(305r) is to be noted. Text of the colophon says that in 1570 on order of Barnaba,
Archbishop of Thilisi and Father Superior of the Holy Cross Monastery, Vlase of Urbnisi
had essentially renovated the manuscript from Gareji, which by that time was significantly
damaged.

In Georgian written sources are found numerous accounts about Vlase of Urbnisi
and Barnaba of Thilisi (Based on the available accounts, within the bounds of the
dissertation thesis | have established biographies of the above-mentioned archbishops as
completely as possible). As it turned out, in 1570 Vlase Saakasdze of Urbnisi and Barnaba
Pavnelisshvili of Thilisi travelled on pilgrimage to the Holy Land and during several
months (and not in a course of several years, 1570-1572, as earlier accepted by scholars)
personally renovated nine manuscripts belonging to the Georgian community in Jerusalem
(Number of the renovated books probably was higher, though only nine manuscripts have
been revealed until recently).

Seven manuscripts out of nine were renovated by Vlase of Urbnisi and Barnaba of
Thilisi independently of one another (five manuscripts by Vlase of Urbnisi, and two ones
by Barnaba of Thilisi). The remaining two manuscripts were renovated jointly by both
archbishops. When working separately, they carried out work associated both with boun-
ding a manuscript, and renovating the text. During joint work, bounding was Vlase of
Urbneli’s responsibility, while Barnaba of Thilisi renovated the text.

Of note is the fact that Vlase of Urbnisi did not work on renovation of the
manuscripts free: he was paid from the treasury of the Holy Cross Monastery of the
Georgians in Jerusalem. Payments were made directly by Barnaba of Thilisi, who at the
same time was the Father Superior of the Holy Cross Monastery (We lack accounts about
the amount of reimbursement given to Barnaba of Thilisi, if he was paid at all).

I consider that the manuscript from Gareji should have been among the books
renovated by Vlase of Urbnisi during his visit to the Holy Land. At that time, the
manuscript under consideration was in the possession of a Georgian monastery (Maybe of
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the Holy Cross monastery?) in Jerusalem. This conclusion is in agreement with the
consideration of Grigol Peradze, that the manuscript Ven. 4 copied in Gareji by 1570 was
already transferred to Jerusalem and held there.

Thanks to the content of two marginal inscriptions of the manuscript Ven. 4, wide
timeline (1160-1570) established by Grigol Peradze can be significantly narrowed down.
In the first undated marginal note (120r) certain Ambrose (author of the note) and master
Qaikhosro are mentioned. loseb Khuntusdze of Sepulchre, and his mother Mzeqali are
mentioned in the second, also undated marginal note (18v), written in different hand.
Names of all four individuals are well known to the Georgian historiography. Namely
“master Qaikhosro” is Qaikhosro I, ruler of the Saatabago of Samtskhe (1498-1500);
Ambrose was the painter and calligrapher, the foster-son of Qaikhosro I; loseb Khun-
tusdze was modzghvari (priest who ranks higher than the archpriest and lower than the
Superior) of the Church of Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, skilled bookman; Mzeqali was
loseb Khuntusdze’s mother (The same is stated in the marginal note of Ven. 4). Numerous
accounts are found about the above individuals in both Georgian and foreign written
sources dating to 15th-16™ centuries (Based on the available accounts, within the bounds
of the dissertation thesis | have established biographies of Ambrose and loseb Khuntusdze
as completely as possible).

Based on the available accounts, Elene Metreveli has established that in 1501
Ambrose on order of Mzechabuki, ruler of the Saatabago of Samtskhe (1500-1515), had
travelled to monastic centres of the Orient and given them rich donations for mentioning
soul of Qaikhosro I. Apart from that, Ambrose donated personal money to the Georgian
communities on Athos and in Jerusalem. It is well known, that Ambrose for a long time
remained in the Holy Cross Monastery in Jerusalem and while there, he had time to copy
Tetraevangelion.

What concerns loseb Khuntusdze, according to the observations made by Levan
Menabde and Darejan Kldiashvili, in the 15th century he served in the Church of Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem, where he was involved in literature activities. We are aware of
four manuscripts renovated by loseb Khuntusdze, as well as of several marginal inscrip-
tions written by him on pages of different manuscripts.

We consider that Ambrose and loseb Khuntusdze had opportunity of seeing the
Collection from Gareji in one of the Georgian monasteries or churches of Jerusalem
during their pilgrimage to the Holy Land (The former was on the pilgrimage in ca. 1501,
and the latter in the second half of the 15th century). Their marginal inscriptions can be
timed with the visits.

Based on the marginal inscriptions by Ambrose and loseb Khuntisdze, the upper
chronological border of the Collection transfer to Jerusalem accepted nowadays (1570)
can be defined more precisely. It can be stated that by 15th century the Collection from
Gareji was already in Jerusalem.

Two marginal inscriptions by Besarion Qiotishvili dating to 1813 and 1814 (8r and
41v-42r) are of interest for the history of Ven.4. These notes narrate that in 1813-1814
(and not in 1864 as considered by Grigol Peradze) Besarion Qiotishvili essentially
renovated the Collection from Gareji, which by that time was severely damaged.

According to the texts of the marginal inscriptions, Besarion Qiotishvili separated
folios from the manuscript Ven. 4, most likely because of their dampness, and set them in
the sun to dry. Next he glued strips of fine restoration paper to the damaged folio edges.
Finally, Besarion Qiotishvili carefully re-counted the separated folios and re-bound them
into the manuscript. Traces of restoration carried out in 1813-1814 visible by naked eye
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corroborate details of the story narrated in the marginal inscriptions by Besarion
Qiotishvili.

Numerous marginal inscriptions by Besarion Qiotishvili left on the pages of
different Georgian manuscript in the Holy Land and Athos, including Ven.4, provide
interesting information about him (Based on the marginal inscriptions and other additional
data, within the bounds of the dissertation thesis | have established biography of Besarion
Qiotishvili as completely as possible). As it turned out, Besarion Qiotishvili visited the
Holy Land in 1813-1816. During this period he restored and renovated many manuscripts
belonging to the Georgian community in Jerusalem. Evidently he became interested, in the
first place, in Ven.4, and therefore he started with its restoration immediately after his
arrival in Jerusalem.

Accounts of special interest are found in the catalogue compiled by Niko
Chubinashvili. According to the catalogue, in 1845 Ven.4 was still held in the library of
the Holy Cross Monastery library in Jerusalem.

In 1883 Aleksandre Tsagareli travelled to the Holy Land and described the Geor-
gian antiquities preserved in the local churches and monasteries. The scholar did not
succeed in locating the Collection from Gareji in the Holy Land. Based on this informa-
tion, Grigol Peradze made conclusion that by 1883 the manuscript under consideration had
already left the library of the Holy Cross Monastery. | agree with the above consideration
and assume that Ven.4 was lost from the library of the Holy Cross Monastery in Jerusalem
in 1845-1883 (and not in 1864-1883 as considered by Grigol Peradze. The discrepancy is
due to the erroneous dating of the marginal note of 1814 to 1864 by the scholar).

What concerns the later history of the manuscript, Grigoli Peradze has established
that at the end of the 19" century and in the beginning of the 20™ century the Collection
from Gareji, after being “lost” in circumstances still unknown, eventually ended up in the
possession of the Greek chief deacon Kleopa, later on the archbishop of Nazareth, who
was interested in Georgian antiquities in the Holy Land. After Kleopa’s death, manuscript
Ven.4 was sold out in Alexandria by his heirs. On 3 January 1931 professor Turker /
Tuerker bought the Collection from Gareji together with two other Georgian manuscripts
(Ven.2 and Ven.3) from an unknown antiquary in Alexandria specially for the Vienna
National Library (The exact day of Ven.4 purchase and identity of the customer was
specified by Vakhtang Imnaishvili). In the same 1931 staff of the Vienna National Library
carried out the restoration of the Collection from Gareji and re-bound the folios into the
manuscript.

Since 1931 the Collection from Gareji has been held at the Vienna National Library
and is its property.

CHAPTER Il. COLOPHONS OF THE COLLECTION FROM
GAREJI (VEN. 4) AS HISTORICAL SOURCES

11.1 Date of Coronation of the Georgian King Giorgi Ill. Large text of the
“testament” of Ven. 4, executed by the copyist on folio 304r, contains accounts not only
about history of the manuscript, but also for specifying the date of coronation of the
Georgian king Giorgi Ill.

1156, the accepted date of the coronation was established by Ivane Javakhishvili in
1913. The scholar was relying on several written sources, which propose different dates
for coronation of Giorgi Ill. These sources and dates are as follow: “Description of the
Kingdom of Georgia” by Vakhushti Bagrationi and an account of the 18th century manus-
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cript suggest 1150 as the date of coronation; A certain piece of text from the “Chronicle of
Lasha-Giorgi’s Times” states 1154; Other piece of the same work and an inscription from
Hagartsin Monastery, Armenia, suggest 1155; Lapidary inscription from Samtavisi Church
(dated to 1168), “The World History” by Vardan Areveltsi (mid-13th century), “History of
Siunig” by Stepanos Orbeliani (1297-1300) and the colophon (13th-14th cc. (?)) in the
Easter Computes of the 1233 year manuscript (A-85) propose 1156 as the date of coro-
nation.

From diverse dates found in different sources, Ivane Janakhishvili gave preference
to the 1168 year inscription of Samtavisi Church, according to which 1168 was the twelfth
indiction (i.e. year) of Giorgi I11’s reign, and dated coronation of Giorgi 111 to 1156 (1168-
12 = 1156). He considered data given by Vardan Areveltsi, Stepanos Orbeliani, also by the
colophon on a page of A-85 as additional evidences supporting his dating. Afterwards, he
added the marginal note of 1161 from Thbeti Evangelium to the above list.

The Georgian historiography accepted the coronation date of king Giorgi Ill
established by Ivane Javakhishvili without any objection. Nowadays coronation of Giorgi
111 is dated to 1156 both in scientific and encyclopaedic editions.

I have a different opinion in this regard and consider that the date suggested by
Ivane Javakhishvili can be accepted only after the answer to the following significant
question is provided: how correct is observation of the prominent scholar that the lapidary
inscription from Samtavisi Church, marginal note of Theti Evangelium, “The World His-
tory” by Vardan Areveltsi, “History of Siunig” by Stepanos Orbeliani and the colophon
in the Easter Computes of the 1233 year manuscript (A-85) define the date of coronation
specifically by 1156?

After studying the above-mentioned written monuments in detail, | arrived to the
following interesting conclusions. Let’s start with Samtavisi Church inscription. Accor-
ding to the inscription, 1168 was the twelfth year of Giorgi 111’s reign. It would not be out
of place to remind that the reign time reckoning often does not coincide with the legal
calendar: in Middle Ages’ Georgia (and not only in Georgia) the legal calendar year
started on 1 January (or 1 September), whereas the reign time reckoning started from the
exact day and month of ascending to the throne. Taking this into consideration, 1168 could
have been the end of the eleventh and beginning of the twelfth year of Giorgi IlI’s reign,
or the end of the twelfth and beginning of the thirteenth year of his reign.

The above fact is essential for clearing the question under consideration, because
coronation of Giorgi Il dates back to 1157 in the former case, and to 1156 in the latter
case. Consequently, it is clear that the inscription of Samtavisi Church defines the date of
Giorgi I11’s ascent to the throne by 1156-1157 and not by 1156.

The same observation concerns the colophon from Thbeti Evangelium. According to
the text of the colophon, Anisi battle of 1161 between Giorgi 1l and Shah-Armen, son of
Sokman, took place on the 5th year of King Giorgi I11’s reign. As the reign time reckoning
often does not coincide with the legal calendar, 1161 might have coincided with the end of
the fourth and beginning of the fifth year of Giorgi I1I’s reign, or the end of the fifth and
beginning of the sixth year of his reign. Therefore, the colophon defines the date of Giorgi
I11I’s ascent to the throne by 1156-1157 and not by 1156.

Absolutely the same conclusion can be derived from the “History of Siunig” by
Stepanos Orbeliani. The author mentions that the year of the Orbelianis’ uprising, 1177,
coincided with the 21st year of King Giorgi IlI’s reign. Taking into consideration
difference between the reign time reckoning and legal calendar dates, 1177 might have
coincided with the end of the twentieth and beginning of the twenty first year of Giorgi
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I11I’s reign, or the end of the twenty first and beginning of the twenty second year of his
reign. Therefore, Stepanos Orbeliani defines the date of Giorgi 111°s ascent to the throne by
1156-1157 and not by 1156.

Much more interesting observation concerns the colophon on a page of the Easter
Computes of the A-85 manuscript. Study of the original manuscript’s colophon convinced
me that it suggests 1157, not 1156, as a date for coronation of Giorgi Il (The fact is that
the time reckoning in Easter Computes under consideration starts from 1157 and it lacks
marker denoting 1156). Actually, the colophon does not conform to, but on the contrary, it
contradicts to Giorgi I11’s coronation in 1156.

Consequently, it was established that among the written sources used by lvane
Javakhishvili, only “The World History” by Vardan Areveltsi dates coronation of King
Giorgi Il to 1156. Majority of the written sources under consideration (marginal note of
Theti Evangelium, lapidary inscription from Samtavisi Church, and “History of Siunig” by
Stepanos Orbeliani) date coronation of Giorgi Il to 1156-1157. What concerns the
colophon (13th-14th cc. (?)) in the Easter Computes of the manuscript A-85, it proposes
exactly 1157 as the date of the coronation.

Therefore, if between the above-mentioned two written sources of the later period |
will give preference to the account of Vardan Areveltsi as more reliable one, than the two-
year interval will be automatically reduced and it will turn out that Giorgi Il ascended to
the throne in 1156. If we consider the colophon of manuscript A-85 more reliable, than the
time interval will be reduced in other way, and it will turn out that Giorgi 111 ascended to
the throne in 1157.

In this dubious situation “testament” found in the Collection from Gareji, held at
the Vienna National Library, is of decisive importance. It states that the manuscript was
copied in 1160, the third year of Giorgi Ill’s reign. 1160 could have been end of the
second or beginning of the third year reign of King Giorgi Ill, or end of the third and
beginning of the fourth year. The year of coronation will be 1158 in the former case and
1157 in the latter one. Consequently, the “testament” suggests 1157-1158 as the date for
the coronation of Giorgi I11.

After specifying time of coronation according to the Collection from Gareji, | have
singled out colophon of Tbeti Evangelium and inscription from Samtavisi Church out
from the above-mentioned five written monuments, and compared their texts with the
accounts found in the “testament” of Ven.4. As a result, | have established that the two-
year spaces, namely 1156-1157 and 1157-1158, given by three written sources composed
in the life of Giorgi 111, more reliable than other available sources, will coincide only in
case of selecting 1157 as the coronation date of Giorgi Ill.

In this case, we will have that the year 1160 of copying Collection of Gareji is the
third year (end of the third and beginning of the fourth year) of Giorgi IlI’s reign; Date of
the colophon of Theti Evangelium, 1161, is the fifth year of Giorgi I11’s reign (end of the
fourth and beginning of the fifth year); Date of the inscription from Samtavisi church,
1168, is the twelfth year of King Giorgi I11’s reign (end of the eleventh and beginning of
the twelfth year). In other cases, on the one hand, marginal note of Ven.4, and on the other
hand, colophon of Theti Evangelium and inscription from Samtavisi give absolutely
different dates: 1158 or 1156.

How much reliable is the account found in the “testament” of the Collection from
Gareji? | consider that there is no reason to doubt the reliability of the account found in
Ven.4. In the first place, Nikoloz Nikrai, the copyist of the collection from Gareji, is
contemporary of Giorgi I11’s coronation. It is quite possible that he even participated in the
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event. Time difference between copying of the manuscript and coronation is very short,
just three years. Apart from that, Nikoloz Nikrai was a bookman who carried out his
activities in Gareji. It is well known that at that time monasteries of Gareji were in the
Royal dependence. Therefore, it is evident that monks of Gareji monasteries, including the
copyist of Ven. 4, should have been well informed about the main political events taking
place in the Royal Court.

Correctness of redating coronation of Giorgi 11l to 1157 is supported by “Chronic-
le” written by the Armenian historian Samvel Anetsi in 1182. It is directly noted in the
“Chronicle” that Giorgi Il ascended to throne in 1157. Samvel Anetsi was the contem-
porary of Giorgi Ill, therefore his account has approximately the same value for the
problem under consideration, as three other sources: marginal note of the Collection from
Gareji, colophon from Theti Evangelium and inscription from Samtavisi Church.

If my argumentation presented above is correct, we can specify coronation date of
Giorgi 11l more precisely. It is noted in the colophon of Theti Evangelium that Giorgi 11l
defeated Shah-Armen, son of Sokman, on the 5th year of his reign. Based on the account
of the Arabian chronicler Ibn al-Asir, lvane Javakhishvili established that the Georgians
defeated Sokman 1, the ruler of Akhlat (Khlati in the Georgian sources) in August. | have
already noted that 1161 was the end of the fourth and beginning of the fifth year of Giorgi
I1I’s reign. Consequently, in August 1161 the fifth year of king Giorgi IlI’s reign was
already started, therefore his coronation is to be defined by the period from the beginning
of 1157 till August of the same year.

Thus, taking into consideration correlation of the accounts found in the following
written sources: “testament” (1160) of the Collection from Gareji (Ven.4), colophon
(1161) from the Theti Evangelium (Q-929), lapidary inscription (1168) from Samtavisi
Church, texts of the “Chronicle” by Samvel Anetsi (1182) and of the “History of Siunig”
by Stepanos Orbeliani (1297-1300), colophon (13th-14th cc.(?)) in the Easter Computes of
the manuscript A-85 (1233), | suggest that Giorgi Il ascended to throne of Georgia not in
1156, as it was widely accepted in the Georgian historiography, but in 1157, to be more
precise in January-August 1157.

11.2. Five Marginal Inscriptions by Luka Odzrkheli, Bishop of Moqvi. On
folios 3r, 187r, 208r, 265v-266r and 303r of the Collection from Gareji are found five
marginal inscriptions in Mkhedruli script, written in the same hand. Based on their study,
it was established that the colophons were executed by Bishop Luka of Moqvi 203 years
later after copying Ven. 4, i.e. in 1363 (1160+203=1363) (Descriptions of all five marginal
inscriptions, texts of the colophons written in the original type font, and my interpretation
of the texts are presented in the dissertation work).

The above-mentioned colophons are of great significance for the history of Moqvi
Bishopric, as the name of the author was unknown to the Georgian historiography.
Consequently, thanks to the 1363 year marginal inscriptions, name of an unknown bishop
of West Georgia, Bishop Luka of Moqvi is being introduced. His activities, based on the
timeline of his marginal notes, can be defined by 1360s.

The marginal inscriptions under consideration give information that in 1363 Luka
of Moqvi was visiting the Holy Land. His five marginal inscriptions were executed during
this visit. This fact is of special importance for codicology of Ven.4. And indeed, earlier
we succeeded in establishing the sole fact that the Collection of texts from Gareji had been
held in Jerusalem since second half of the 15th century. Marginal notes by Luka of Moqvi
assisted us to establish more specific upper chronological date of the manuscript’s transfer
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to Holy Land. They provide information that already by 1363 the manuscript was in the
possession of a Georgian church or monastery in Jerusalem.

Apart from that, these marginal notes of the Collection give valuable accounts
about relationships between Mogvi Bishopric and the Georgian community in Jerusalem.
The colophons provide information that in 1363 Bishop Luka of Moqvi travelled to Holy
Land, where he Celebrated Devine Liturgy for a certain Metropolitan. While in Holy
Land, Luka of Moqvi familiarized himself with the manuscripts of the local Georgian
community, and executed five inscriptions in Mkhedruli script on the margins of the 1160
year Collection from Gareji.

After | have analyzed accounts found in the 1363 year marginal notes of the Gareji
Collection, | decided to search for additional accounts about Bishop Luka of Mogvi. As a
result, | found three more texts executed by him: two marginal notes of the “Astrological
Tractate” copied in 1188-1210 and held at the National Centre of Manuscripts in the
collection A (A-65), and an inscription executed on the wall of a small domed church, the
so called “white church” of the Monastery of Vani Caves.

The above-mentioned texts lack dates. Despite this it is not a difficult task to define
dates of their execution. The first marginal inscription of A-65 mentions Luka as a Bishop.
Therefore, execution of A-65 colophons is timed with marginal notes of the same person
found in Ven. 4, i.e. in 1360s. What concerns the inscription from Vani caves, it does not
mention Luka as a Bishop, and therefore it must be dated to the earlier period,
approximately to mid-14th century.

One detail is of note from the marginal notes of Ven.4, A-65, and from the
inscription of Vani Caves: Luka of Moqvi is mentioned as a: a) Bishop “from Odzkhe” in
the second marginal note of Ven. 4; b) Bishop “from Odzrkhe” in the fourth marginal note
of Ven. 4; c) “son of the Archpriest of Odzkhe” in the marginal note of A-65, and d) Bi-
shop “from Odzrkhe” and “son of the Archpriest” in the inscription from Vani Caves.

After historical and source study analysis it turned out that Luka of Moqvi by birth
was from South Georgia. Luka lived in one of the communities of the historical province
of Samtskhe, namely in the fortress-city of Odzrkhe before he was elevated to the Bishop
of Moqvi. Luka’s father, whose name is not known to us, was a priest. He carried out his
activities in the so-called Monastery of Rusudan, located close to the fortress-city of
Odzrkhe, where he held high office of an Archpriest.

After discussion of the problems associated with Luka of Moqvi, | consider it
necessary to touch on an issue about another unknown Bishop of Moqvi. Four bishops of
Mogqvi — Daniel, Abraham, Ambria and Phillip are mentioned in the marginal notes of the
well known Tetraevangelium from Moqvi. From these four individuals only three of them,
Daniel, Abraham and Phillip were introduced into the chronological list of Bishops. What
concerns the fourth Bishop Ambria, scholars (Lia Akhaladze, Bezhan Khorava, Giorgi
Kalandia) pass over in silence his name.

I have my explanation of this strange event. The above-mentioned scholars of
course are well aware of the texts of marginal inscriptions on pages of the Tetraevan-
gelium from Moqvi, but they consider that Abraham and Ambria is the same individual.
This is not correct. Based on the Bible, Abraham and Ambria are absolutely different
anthroponyms. Difference of these names can be traced through their spelling: in marginal
notes of the Tetraevangelium from Mogqvi the first name is spelled as “Abraham” and the
second one as “Ambr(i)a”. Apart from that, marginal notes executed by Abraham and Am-
bria are written in different hands and this is one more argument to refute the consi-
deration that Abraham and Ambria is the same individual.
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Taking the above-mentioned into consideration, | consider essential to introduce
names of Luka and of Ambria as well into the chronological list of the Bishops of Mogvi.
After dating marginal note by Bishop Ambria of Moqvi based on its paleographic
peculiarities, it will be possible to establish time interval of Ambria’s activities.

11.3 Marginal Inscription (XV c.) by Giorgi Lomas-Dze, a Pilgrim from Arta-
nuji. On folio 187r of the Collection from Gareji, on the lower half of the page, is found
an inscription executed by a skilled hand in Mkhedruli script. From the text of the
colophon we learn that it was written by certain Giorgi (Technical description of the co-
lophon, its text in the original type font, and my interpretation of the text are presented in
the dissertation work).

The colophon lacks date, though this gap can be filled in by taking into con-
sideration that it is positioned below the 1363 year colophon by Luka of Moqyvi. Existence
of the latter was taken into consideration when Giorgi executed his colophon. Based on
this observation, the upper date of the colophon by Giorgi Lomas-Dze can be defined by
1363. Paleographic peculiarities of the text have decisive significance in final dating of the
colophon. According to these peculiarities, the text can be dated to the 15th century.

Author of the colophon calls himself “Lomas-Dze” and “of Artanuji”. In this con-
nection two suppositions can be made: 1.The phrase “of Artanuji” can denote Giorgi’s
title, while “Lomas-Dze” can mean that his is a son of Loma. 2. “Of Artanuji” can denote
Giorgi’s place of descent, and “Lomas-Dze” can be the kinship term.

Based on the study of the corresponding written sources it turned out that the title
“of Artanuji” was used only during two time periods: starting from 980-ies (?) till 1011,
and in a course of the 14th century (?). During both time periods individuals with the title
“of Artanuji” owned the fortress city of Artanuji in Tao-Klarjeti. Their title had originated
from the name of the city in their ownership. A certain difference of special interest can be
noted: since 980-ies till 1011the title under consideration was owned by senior (?)
representatives of the Royal Family of the Bagrationies, kings of Klarjeti, but in the 14th
century the title was owned by younger representatives of the Jakelies, the rulers of
Samtskhe Principality, actually by junior brothers of the Samtskhe princes.

Taking the above-mentioned into consideration, the following question arises: can
the title of the author of the marginal inscription on a folio of Ven. 4 be attributed to one
of the younger representatives of the House of Feudal Lords of Smatskhe in the 15th
century? One should take into consideration that the names Giorgi and Loma (according to
our working assumption the latter is a patronymic name) are not spread among the
Jakelies’ not only in the 15" century, but in a course of the entire Middle Ages. Therefore
Giorgi Lomas-Dze cannot be attributed to the House of Feudal Lords of Smatskhe,
consequently title “of Artanuji” could not have been acquired in Samtskhe Principality.

The second supposition enters into force. According to it, “of Artanuji” means that
the individual lived in the city-fortress of Artanuji, and “Lomas-Dze” denotes his kinship.

Worthy of notice is an introductory part of the colophon of the Collection of texts
from Gareji, in which Giorgi of Artanuji supplicates to Holy Sepulchre and Holy Cross,
the two most important relics of Christianity.

If my consideration is correct, Giorgi Lomas-Dze is a pilgrim to Holy Land from
the city of Artanuji. This is an interesting detail for judgment about religious and cultural
relations between citizens of the city-fortress of Artanuji and representatives of the
Georgian community in Jerusalem. Only two historical persons, who had certain rela-
tionship with the Georgian monasteries in the Holy Land have been known to this day.
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These are Shalva of Artanuji (13th-14th cc.), junior brother of Sargis Il, Prince of Sam-
tskhe, mentioned in Synodal records, and Shashia of Artanuji (2nd half of thel4th c.),
junior brother of atabeg Kvatkvare Il. Name of Giorgi Lomas-Dze, citizen of Artanuji in
the 15th century, must be added to this list. He had not only pilgrimed to Jerusalem, but
had also left a colophon in calligraphic mkhedruli script on a folio of the manuscript held
in one of the Georgian monasteries there.

11.4 Marginal Inscription of Bartholomew, Catholicos of Apkhazeti (ca. 1488-
1519). On a folio 156v of Ven.4 is an undated marginal inscription executed in nuskhuri
script. Based on paleographic peculiarities it can be dated to the second half of the 15th
century — first half of the 16th century (Technical description of the marginal inscription,
texts of the colophon written in the original type font, and my interpretation of the texts
are presented in the dissertation work).

Catholicos Bartholomew is mentioned in the inscription as “Catholicos of Khobi”.
In any case, regardless of the results associated with interpretation of his attribution,
“Khobi” unambiguously denotes the Monastery of Khobi, which lies in Likhtimereti.
Bartholomew was Superior of the church of West Georgia and Catholicos of Apkhazeti.

Taking the above into consideration, | studied chronological list of the Catholicoses
of Apkhazeti carrying out activities within the period fitting the timeline of the colophon
from Ven. 4. In the 15th century only one Catholicos loakime is known. He occupied the
office in 1470s. Than follows 40-year gap. Since 1519 Malakia | Abashidze is Catholicos
of Apkhazeti. He held the office until 1540. And again, some 10-year gap follows. After it,
namely in 1557, Evdemon | Chkhetidze became Catholicos of Apkhazeti. In 1578 Eptvi-
me | Sakvarelidze substituted the latter. Eptvime | held the office for four decades till
1616 (B. Lominadze, T. Qoridze).

Consequently, three chronological intervals are to be checked to fit Bartholomew’s
activities while he held the office of the Catholicos: 1. from the beginning of the 15th
century till the beginning of the 1470s, 2. from the end of 1470s till 1519, and 3. from the
end of 1540s till 1557. | gave preference to the second interval; therefore Bartholomew
should have been the Catholicos from the end of 1470s till 1519.

Two Deeds issued by Aleksandre 11, king of Imereti (1484-1510), corroborate the
above conclusion. These Deeds are as follows: 1. Blood Deed of the Topuridzes issued in
1484-1488 (Date of the Deed was established by me based on the corresponding argumen-
tation), and 2. Blood (?) Deed of the Palavandishvilies issued in 1488. Certain Bishop Bar-
tholomew of Tsaishi is mentioned in the Topuridzes’ Deed, while in the Palavandishvilis’
Deed he is mentioned as Archbishop of Quitaisi.

After being mentioned in the Deed of Palavandishvilies, name of Bartholomew
vanishes from the written sources. Therefore his further history would have remained
unknown if not our colophon from Ven.4, from which we learn that Bartholomew, after
being elevated from Bishop of Tsaishi to Archbishop of Qutaisi, continued advancement
and after certain time became Catholicos of Apkhazeti. | consider that the marginal in-
scription from the Collection of Texts from Gareji is an authentic corroboration of this
fact.

Due to the lack of corresponding data, exact timeline of Bartholomew’s activities at
this stage of studies cannot be established. Nevertheless, approximate chronology of his
activities, concerning holding of the office of the Catholicos of Apkhazeti by him, can be
set. We know that in 1488, by the time of issuing of the Palavandishvilies’ Deed, Bartho-
lomew still was the Archbishop of Qutaisi. On the other hand, we also know that since
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1519 Malagia I held the office of the Catholicos of Apkhazeti. Consequently, Bartholo-
mew had been the Catholicos of Apkhazeti in ca. 1488-1519.

Another issue of interest concerns where and in which circumstances did Catho-
licos Bartholomew write a marginal inscription on the folio of the Collection of Texts
from Gareji. As we have already mentioned, by 1363 Ven. 4 had already been transferred
to the Holy Land. Correspondingly, Catholicos Bartholomew, who carried out his
activities in 1488-1519, could have seen the manuscript during his pilgrimage to Jeru-
salem. As a result, a new biographical detail arises: Bartholomew, after becoming
Catholicos of West Georgia, travelled to the Holy Land, and while being there he wrote
marginal inscription on a folio of Ven.4.

As it was mentioned above, Catholicos Bartholomew is mentioned as “Catholicos
of Khobi”. This fact is quite strange, because none of the highest rank clergies of West
Georgia was ever mentioned by this title.

Study of the issue shows that the “Catholicos of Khobi” is one of the titles of Bar-
tholomew, Catholicos of Western Georgia. It derives from the name of Khobi Monastery,
which was the Chair or residency of the Catholicate.

Titles of Catholicoses, deriving from the names of Catholicate Chairs or residences
are well known to the Georgian historiography. For instance, Chair of the Catholicate of
East Georgia was in Mtskheta, and Catholicoses of Qartly (Eastern Georgia) often used
title “Catholicos of Mtskheta”. The same was the case in West Georgia: Catholicoses had
their Chair in Bichvinta, and they bore title “Catholicos of Bichvinta”. In my opinion use
of the title “Catholicos of Khobi”, found in the marginal inscription of Ven.4, can be
considered the same phenomenon.

Where and when did the Catholicoses of West Georgia acquire title “Catholicos of
Khobi”, and for how long was this title in use? To clarify this question, I studied in detail
main church processes going under way in West Georgia in the second half of the 15th
century and in the first half of the 16th century. Interesting results have been drawn from
the study.

In 1470-1474 loakime, Catholicos of Apkhazeti, shifted out of subordination to
Catholicos-Patriarchs of Qartli, and put himself at the head of the autocephalous Church of
West Georgia. The main supporter of laokime in this deed was Shamadavla Dadiani-
Gurieli. The latter not only plaid essential role in his ordination as a Catholicos, but also
passed him the Monastery of Khobi, property of the Dadianis. After making the Monastery
of Khobi his residence, Catholicos loakime received good opportunity to manage issues of
the West Georgian Church simultaneously from Khobi and Bishvinta Catholicate Chair,
the latter located on the north-western periphery.

I consider that Catholicoses of Apkhazeti resided in the Monastery of Khobi
exactly since 1470-1474. Approximately at the same time they should have acquired a title
of the “Catholicos of Khobi”.

In the first half of the 15th century religious environment in West Georgia
radically changed: the Feudal House of the Dadianis lost its role and the Royal Court of
Imereti became the principal supporter of the Catholicoses of Apkhazeti. Apart from that,
in 1553-1554 Ottoman sea raiders looted the monastery of Khobi. As a result spiritual
activities in the monastery were haulted. Catholicoses of Apkhazeti abandoned the
Monastery of Khobi and moved their seat to Gelati, the royal monastery of West Georgia.

After establishing the Catholicate seat in the Monastery of Gelati, the title
“Catholicos of Khobi” lost its meaning and shortly it was finally abolished.
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11.5 Three Marginal Inscriptions (First Half of the 18th Century) by Nino
Bagrationi, the Spouse of Levan IV Dadiani, Monk at the Monastery of Gelati, and
by the Nun Pebronia Khevaridze. On 265r and 305r of the Collection of texts from
Gareji are found two inscriptions executed by the same person, executed in nuskhuri script
(165r) (colophons I and I1), and one more inscription in mkhedruli script (305r) (colophon
I11) (Technical description of the marginal inscriptions, their texts written in the original
type font, and my interpretation of the texts are presented in the dissertation work).

The marginal inscriptions lack dates, though colophon 111 assists to restore them. It
stands after the supplication inscription by Svimeon Chkheidze of 1700 and before the
inscription by hieromonk Besarion Qiotishvili, which dates to 1813-1814. Therefore co-
lophon 111, as well as two other inscriptions, has been executed between 1700 and 1813-
1814.

Three individuals are mentioned in the above inscriptions from Ven. 4: 1. Nino, the
former Princess Tinatin (Colophon 1), 2. The Gurian nun Pebronia Khevaridze (Colophons
Il and I11), 3. Grigol Khevaridze, uncle of the nun Pebronia (Colophon I1).

Apart from the Collection of Texts from Gareji (Ven. 4), marginal inscriptions or
texts from the following manuscripts supply with important accounts about Nino, the
former Princess Tinatin: “Life” of Giorgi Mtatsmindeli (S-353), Easter Computes from
Gulani (Collection of books necessary for the Divine Service) of Gelati (Qut. 16), “Com-
plete Choronikon” (S-252g), “Geography” (S-1743) and “Legislation of Aleksei Mik-
hailovich, King of Russia” (S-3614), translated by Gabriel Gelovani, “List of the Retinue
Members of King Vakhtang VI in 1724”, “Description of the Kingdom of Georgia” by
Vakhushti Bagrationi, and “The History of the Georgians” by Niko Dadiani. Here follows
the biography of Nino, the former Princess Tinatin, which | have reconstructed based on
the accounts found in the above-mentioned manuscripts.

Tinatin was born in 1678 in the family of the king of Imereti Bagrat IV and his
spouse Queen Tamar, niece of Vakhtang V, king of Qartli. In 1684-1695/6, during the
reign of Aleksandre 1V, king of Imereti, who was an illegitimate son of Bagrat IV, Levan
IV Dadiani, Prince of Odishi, the last representative of the Dadianis’ dynasty, married
Tinatin.

Tinatin had two children: 1. one of them was her own daughter Mariam, who in the
first half of 1700s married to Katsia, the elder son of Giorgi IV Lipartiani, the first repre-
sentative of a new dynasty of the Dadianis. Later on he became the Prince of Odishi under
the name of Katsia | Dadiani; 2) another one was the stepson Giorgi Dadiani, illegitimate
child of Levan IV. Giorgi became general-major of artillery while in Russia. He is the
founder of a Russian stem of the Dadianis.

Queenship of Tinatin ended soon, when in 1695/1696 Levan IV lost the throne and
was exiled from Odishi. On April 2of 1704, after the death of Levan IV Dadiani in
Istanbul in ca.1696, 26 years old Tinatin became a nun with the name of Nino.

Nino was the most educated woman of her day. For this reason, Tamar Gelovani,
spouse of Bezhan Dadiani, Prince of Odishi, gave her nephew Gabriel, later the prominent
bookman, to Nino for education.

In July 1724 Vakhtang VI, king of Qartli, accompanied by a numerous retinue,
traveled to Moscow. On the way to Russia he stopped in the province of Racha. When
Nino Bagrationi heard a story of king Vakhtang VI, she stole away from the monastery of
Gelati, and together with her pupil Gabriel Gelovani made for Racha. Aleksandre V, king
of Imereti, grandson of Nino’s stepbrother, sent a feudal lord, certain Chkheidze after her.
Nino Bagrationi plaid a trick: she gave presents to Chkheidze and instructed him to tell
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Aleksandre V that she was going to return, but prior to that she was asking for the per-
mission to say goodbye to Vakhtang V1. For more convincingness, she gave leather sacks
full of cotton to feudal lord Chkheidze (?) and persuaded him that the sacks contained all
the treasures she owned. Being deceived, the king and feudal lord let Nino to go to Racha.

Nino Bagrationi visited king Vakhtang VI and asked him to take her to Russia.
King of Qartli consented. The 45 years old nun together with Gabriel Gelovani and with a
numerous retinue set off for Russia.

While in Russia, Nino acted as a personal attendant of Queen Rusudan, spouse of
Vakhtang VI. She had her own retinue consisting of 19 persons, including a certain nun
Makrine, three female attendants, Father Superior of an unknown monastery, aznauri
lakob and 14 male servants.

By January 3, 1742 sixty four-year-old Nino Bagrationi still lived in Russia, most
probably in the suburb of Moscow. According to the account, at this time she visited a
certain Georgian bibliophile.

Trail of Nino Bagrationi is lost after 1742. We lack any accounts about the last
years of her life, therefore this period cannot be reconstructed.

In difference from Nino, the former princess Tinatin, we have only scarce
information about two other individuals mentioned in the marginal inscriptions of Ven. 4.
Based on these data, Nun Pebronia and her uncle (father’s brother) belong to an unknown
family of the Khevaridze’s, widespread in Guria province.

Study of the issue shows that Pebronia Khevaridze and Nino, the former Princess
Tinatin, carried out their activities in the same convent. Pebronia had visited the Holy
Land, probably in the lifetime of Nino Bagrationi. She intended to join the Convent of the
Presentation in the Temple of Jerusalem. Pebronia had visited one of the Georgian
monasteries in Jerusalem where the Collection of texts from Gareji was kept, and left three
inscriptions, two of them on the margins of the manuscript, and one more on a free page.
Her marginal note is found also on a folio of another Georgian manuscript - Interpretation
of the Psalms (?) by Athanasius Alexandrian.

Let us get back to defining dates of the marginal inscriptions from Ven. 4 and
narrow the existing chronological boundaries (1700-1813/1814). As noted earlier, Princess
Tinatin became a nun in 1704. She was still alive in 1742, aged 64. In Pebronia’s marginal
inscriptions the Princess is mentioned by name of Nino, and as being alive. Therefore
Pebronia wrote the marginal inscriptions after Princess Tinatin became a nun and before
she died, i.e. in the first half of the 18th century.

CHAPTER I11. COMPOSITIONS OF THE COLLECTION OF TEXTS
FROM GAREJI (VEN. 4) AS A HISTORICAL SOURCE

111.1. Dogmatic-Polemic Treatise “Damnation of Heretical Leaders”. Out of
twelve compositions of Ven.4 the eighth text - “Damnation of Heretical Leaders” (249v-
254v) is of special importance from the viewpoint of history and source studies (Technical
description of the treatise and its complete text with some 35 comments is included into
the dissertation work).

As the text under consideration comprises, apart from dogmatic discussions, nume-
rous elements of polemics, typologically it should be attributed to the group of dogmatic-
polemic compositions.
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Structurally “Damnation of Heretical Leaders” is subdivided into two parts. Each
part begins with initial letters richly decorated with colorful ornaments in brick red, red,
blue and yellow.

The first part comprises six anathemas in which are damned the most well known
six leaders of different heresies (Aryanism, Evnomian heresy, Nestorianism, Severianism,
Monophysitism and Manicheanism): priest Arius of Alexandria, Bishop Evnomios of
Kyzikos (Cyzicus), Patriarch of Constantinople Nestorius, Patriarch of Antioch Severos,
Archimandrite of Constantinople Eutichius and Mani.

Anathemas are short. Each comprises name of a certain heresiarch, an idea of the
heresy, names of the Holy Fathers or the name of Ecumenical Synod who/which convicted
and condemned the heretic. The sixth anathema is again followed by the short damning of
all heresiarchs in general.

The second part of the text concerns dogmatic discourse against those who believe
that Christ has one nature. In the end it is noted that the dual nature of God is revealed
through the Gospel.

The introductory part is followed by 34 stories from the Gospel, which testify to
the fact that Jesus Christ has two distinct, divine and human natures in one person. Of note
are clear signs of the antimonophysite polemics in this part of the composition.

Each story from the Gospel is represented by a couple of questions based on a
certain fact described in the story, and has a goal to show both divine and human natures
of Christ. Here follows an example:

“If He was not flesh, who then lay in the manger? And if He was not God, then to
whom did the angels give glory?

“If He was not flesh, who then was wrapped in nappy cloths? And if He was not
God, whom did then the Shepherds adore?

“If He was not flesh, then whom did Joseph circumcise? And if He was not God, in
whose honour did a new star appear in the heavens?

“If He was not flesh, then whom did Mary nourish at the breast? And if He was not
God, to whom did the Magi offer gifts?”

This long and notable part of the composition ends with text glorifying the
Orthodox Diophysite teaching.

Taking the above into consideration, | should accentuate that the second part of the
dogmatic-polemic treatise, included in Ven.4, was accepted from the old Georgian tran-
slation of one of the homilies (“For the Transfiguration”) by Ephrem the Syrian (Lado
Mirianashvili, Dali Chitunashvili), though the treatise itself, in a given form, is not found
in any other manuscript apart from the Collection from Gareji. If this is correct, then it is
obvious that text of the “Damnation of Heretical Leaders” has reached us thanks to a sole
copy, which is included in the Collection from Gareji.

Dogmatic-polemic treatise found in Ven.4 generates special interest from the
viewpoint of history and source studies, because it assists to clarify a problem of the Geor-
gian-Armenian confessional relations concerning the Gareji monasteries. The problem was
raised by Paruir Muradyan in 1985.

Based on the fact of existence of thel3th-19th cc. Armenian graffiti in cave monas-
teries of Gareji, he concluded that the Armenian pilgrims were accompanied by Mo-
nophysite priests who held Liturgy for own flock in cave churches of Gareji. According to
the above scholar, Orthodox monks did not pay attention to the confessional belonging of
pilgrims, and for certain payment even showed them warm hospitality.
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Part of P. Muradyan’s considerations is acceptable to me: each monastery would
have granted hospitality to pilgrims despite their confessional belonging. The same was
the case in Gareji. And indeed, we learn from the graffiti in Armenian alphabet, dated to
1274, that the Orthodox monks of Gareji granted peaceful hospitality to a certain Monop-
hysite pilgrim from Dmanisi. Author of the graffiti (pilgrim from Dmanisi) thanks Ga-
rejian monks and states that though his hosts were full of kindness, they “lacked” belief.

Totally different is my approach to the consideration that the Monophysite Armeni-
an priests held Liturgy in churches of Gareji: Orthodox doctrine considered Monophy-
sitism as a heresy, therefore it forbade execution of any Liturgical rites jointly by the
followers of Orthodox and Monophysite belief (Incident that occurred at the Palace in the
beginning of the 13th century, during the reign of Queen Tamar, is a good example of
such restriction: loane VI1II, Catholicos of Qartly, flatly refused to give communion to one
of the highest state officials, Chief Commander Zagaria Mkhargrdzeli, who was a Monop-
hysite).

| consider that the attitude of Garejian monks towards Monophysits and Monop-
hysitism corresponded to the demands of Orthodox dogma. The treatise under conside-
ration, part of the manuscript VVen.4 copied in Gareji in 1160, corroborates the above-men-
tioned: it comprises damnation of the heretical leaders, including Archimandrite of Con-
stantinople Eutichius and Patriarch of Antioch Severos, the founders of Monophysite te-
aching.

Apart from the above, it should be taken into consideration that the Collection of
Texts from Gareji was a reading book for Garejian cenobite monks and hermits. Monks
educated on the traditions of church books of such content could not have granted permis-
sion to the Monophisite priests to hold Liturgy in Gareji churches.

CONCLUSION

The present dissertation work deals with historic and source study analysis of a
Collection of Texts, or to be more precise, of one of the compositions and of some twenty
marginal inscriptions found on folios of a manuscript from the Georgian Collection at
Vienna National Library under shelf number 4.

Conclusions of the study can be conditionally subdivided into two groups. The first
group comprises results of archaeohraphic and codicologic study of the Collection from
Gareji and of its marginal inscriptions. Based on the study of Ven.4 and its marginal in-
scriptions, many significant issues from the history of cave monasteries of Gareji, of the
Georgian community in Jerusalem and of Georgia in general have been shown in a new
light. Several new considerations concerning the manuscript and certain issues of its
history have been stated.

The second group of the conclusions concerns historical material obtained in a
course of historic and source study analysis of the composition under consideration from
the Collection and of its marginal notes.

Here follows a list of the main conclusions:

I. Main results of archaechraphic and codicologic study of the “testament”
and of colophons of the manuscript.

1.1. Based on my studies, the problem of typological identification of the manus-
cript Ven.4, as of a collection of texts was solved in a new way.

1.2. One more manuscript copied by the copyist of the Collection from Gareji has
been revealed.
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1.3. Time of transferring Ven.4 to the Holy Land, and the time of its removal from
the Holy Cross Monastery in Jerusalem has been made more precise.

1.4. Type of restoration work conducted by Hieromonk Besarion Qiotishvili on the
Collection from Gareji has been defined.

Il. Main results of historic and source studies of the “testament” and of
colophons of the manuscript.

11.1. Date of coronation of Giorgi Ill, the king of Georgia, has been made more
precise.

11.2. An attitude of the monks of Gareji monasteries towards the Armenian Monop-
hysite pilgrims in the 12th and 13th centuries has been clarified.

11.3. Biography of Luka Odzrkheli, an unknown Bishop of Moqvi has been recon-
structed.

11.4. Ambria, name of an unknown Archbishop of Moqvi has been revealed.

11.5. Biography of loseb Khuntusdze, modzghvari of the Church of Holy Sepulchre
in Jerusalem has been reconstructed.

11.6. Fact of the pilgrimidge of Giorgi Lomas-Dze, an unknown pilgrim from
Artanuji to the Holy land has been revealed.

11.7. Biography of Bartholomew, an unknown Catholicos of Apkhazeti/West Geor-
gia has been reconstructed.

11.8. Biography of Barnaba Pavlenisshvili, Archbishop of Thilisi has been recon-
structed.

11.9. Biography of Vlase Saakasdze, Archbishop of Urbnisi has been reconstructed.

11.10. Process of moving the Catholicate residence from Bichvinta to the Monastery
of Khobi has been reconstructed.

11.11. Term of office occupied by Ilarion in the capacity of the Catholicos of west
Georgia has been made more precise.

11.12. Biography of Nino, the former princess Tinatin Bagrationi, daughter of Bag-
rat 1V, king of Imereti, and spouse of Levan IV, Prince of Odishi, has been reconstructed.

11.13. Fact of the pilgrimidge of Pebronia Khevaridze, nun from Guria province, to
the Holy land has been revealed.

11.14. Biography of Hieromonk Benediqgte Qitoshvili, the former Besarion, who car-
ried out activities in the Holy Land and on Mount Athos, has been reconstructed. Etc.
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