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Bichiko Diasamidze
Christian Religious Monuments in Skhalta-khikhani Gorge
Summary

There are many Christian religious monuments in Skhalta-khikhani Gorge. Among those monu-
ments the tribal feudal church of Abuseridzeta in Tkhilvana and Skhalta church (that come to us in its
initial appearance) deserve special attention. The aim of the given thesis is to date the first one and to
define the status of the second one. Until the last few years the tribal feudal church of Abuseridzeta
was dated to the 13th century, but by comparing the written and epigraphic documents the author
concludes that the church was built in the middle of the 11th century, during the rule of Abuser II.

The Skhalta church is the 13th century monument. On basis of written documents the author as-
serts that in the 30-s of the 17th the Skhalta church became the center of eparchy, its archbishop was
known as “Skhalteli” and the temple was named after John the Evangelist.

The author suggests dating the history of Skhalta Eparchy from the 30-s of 17th and not from 3rd
millennium, when in 2006 after dividing Batumi-Skhalta Eparchy the Skhalta Eparchy was formed.
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