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Introduction

The National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of
Georgia launches a new series of publications “Museum,
History, Artifact” that will introduce the history and exhib-
its of the Museums and Museum-Reserves.

The first collection “Museum, History, Artifact “ is dedicat-
ed to the Museum of Gremi, its collections and architec-
tural and archaeological complexes.

Museum of Gremi located in the village of Gremi (municipal-
ity of Kvareli, Kakheti region) was founded in 1975, originally
as a Grem-Nekresi historical architectural museum-reserve
encompassing Nekresi Monastery Complex (4*-16% cc) along
with Gremi old settlement.

Visitors have an opportunity to see 15-17% cc architectural
and archaeological complexes of Gremi — the old capital of
Kakheti kingdom maintained even nowadays, as well as
two more museums — “Gremi Settlement” exposition of
which was dedicated to 150 year-long history of Kakheti
Capital, and Kings’ Palace — represented in Bell Tower and
describing the life of Kakheti Kings.

What was the city of Gremi holding about 50 hectares of
area, like? What role it played in the life of entire country?
What were the royal residences look like? What caused
the City promotion and why did it exist for only 150 years?
—The answers on these questions can be found in archae-
ological monuments preserved, archaeological finds and
Gremi Museum itself.

Archaeological research in Gremi began in 1939-1940,
which was a Telavi Museum expedition led by A. Mamulash-
vili, and in 1963-1967 studies became more systematic with
the large-scale expedition of the Georgian State Museum
guided by P.Zakaraia. During these excavations, the Archan-
gels’ and Sameba complexes, the commercial neighborhood
and royal residences were explored. As a result the capital

il : > X
63369b0b L3sdmbsbGEHm 3m33gdbo. o

el _The Nekresi Monastery Complex. Photo

of the Kakheti Kingdom - Gremi - described in 16%-17% cc.
Georgian and foreign source - was unearthed, and a com-
plete picture of the city that had been completely destroyed
by the armies of Shah Abbas | of Persia, was re-discovered.
The significant contribution to the scientific study of Gremi
together with P. Zakaraia was made by L. Chilashvili. Expo-
sition of museum of “Gremi Settlement” and the current
edition was prepared on the base of their scientific work.

For the purpose of the study of the selected place for a new
museum construction, the archaeological research was also
conducted in 2011 on the territory of the commercial area.
(Head of expedition D. Mindorashvili).

Artifacts found during archaeological excavations are pre-
served in National Museum of Georgia and Gremi Muse-
um (up to 3,000 exhibits).

Artifacts exposed in Gremi Old Settlement reflect the his-
tory and significance of the city of Gremi. These archaeo-
logical materials of the period from 3 millennia BC to the
middle ages prove that the emergence of the city had a
long prehistory.

Visitors leaving the museum have an opportunity also to
see the architectural monuments and complexes of the
old settlement, information of which they obtained in the
museum, in particular the remnants of bathhouse and
Karvasla, restored church with gate and fence, encamp-
ments, Archangels’ complex with turquoise color enam-
el-decorated dome, bell-tower with Royal Palace exposi-
tion, restored wine cellar and fence and in general, ancient
history revived in the architecture of the city of Gremi.

Irma Dolidze

Head of the Museums and Museum-Reserves
Unit of the National Agency for Cultural
Heritage Preservation of Georgia
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Gremi

Capital of Rakheti Ringdom

8Mgd0. dbsBgom0 3. bmbobody
Gremi. Painter G. Sosanidze
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The Citgy of Gremi
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33%3 @3366 Q‘S(Bg\nug@o sl Jobs™.

3969990 3s§mbndzncmo,
b9 bodggmbs bogs@oggenmbs, XVIIl b.

n the waters of the Sabue-Gremi
there is Gremi, which became a city
o0 in 1466 AD and the King of Kakhs

resided therein. The building and the church are
intact. Follwing the invasion of Shah Abbas it is
just a settlement rather than a city. There is the
Archangels’ Church with a dome, well-built,

and King Levan is buried there”.

Vakhushti Batonishvili,
Description of the Kingdom of Georgia, 18" ¢
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The Archangels’ Complex
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The market district
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Royal District
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Gremi Settlement. General Plan.
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15. 5306m
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19. g3mgbosms xamxo
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Archangels’ Church

Palace and Bell Tower

Royal palace (original)

Royal palace (later)

“Academy”

Pavilion with water fountain
The Eight-Flanked Building
The “Wooden pillar” building.
An octagonal tower was built
here after this was demolished
Structures located to the north
of the pavilion and water
fountain

. Residential house
. Wine celler
. Bath

Covered Market
Caravanserai

Bath

Tunnel, with surrounding
structures

Pool

. “Tarsa wall”
. Group of churches
. Church with perimeter wall and

bell tower
Stone bridge
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Trinity. Plan. P. Kuparashvili

Gremi, the capital of the Kingdom of Kakheti covered 50
hectares and was divided into several districts:

The Archangels’ Church complex, which also acted as
a citadel, is the oldest part of Gremi and contained the
chambers of the first kings of Kakheti, the Church, as
well as wine cellars and a wine press. A furnace and re-
mains of manufacturing allow researchers to establish
that a settlement existed before the city of Gremi.

Excavations revealed that the Royal District included a
palace complex, residential houses, and pavilions with
water fountains, pools and baths. This was a significant
part of the city where audiences were granted to visit-
ing Russian, Persian and Ottoman diplomats.

The Market district was where trading caravans from
foreign countries and travelers came and carried out
commercial operations. It was the most densely popu-
lated part of the city with its market, caravanserai, resi-
dential houses, manufacturing buildings, baths and two
“dukani”—or inns-one large and one small.

The Holy Trinity architectural complex was part of the
defense system of the city of Gremi. It included the Holy
Trinity (Sameba) Church, a hall, a tower, workshops, a
water system and a perimeter wall.

“In the town of Gremi...most of the population, mostly
composed of Christians, as well as Jews to a lesser degree,
know very little of the Islamic faith apart from its name.”
Iskandar Munshi, court historian of Shah Abbas |, 17 c.

The Royal City of Gremi only existed as Kakheti’s captal
for 150 years, between 1466 and 1616.
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A tile featuring a cross, A tile featuring a horse rider,
Middle Ages Middle Ages
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Glazed tile, 16" =17t cc
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A relief figure of man, red tile, A tile with image of the
Middle Ages (NMG) “Star of David”,

Middle Ages
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An oil lamp with a pipe, 16"-17% cc

BmGmMgdo B. 39635359
Photos by Z. Tsertsvadze
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Fragment of a ceramic vessel featuring an
inscription, Seraphim, in upper case, 16" c.
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Glazed tile, 16"-17" cc
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city within a city

do

The Archangels’ Complex

The city of Gremi “is the seat of Georgian kings
and a royal place. And this prosperous city is a
model of the Garden of Eden which has become
an abode for Christians in this world...in this
city there is a magnificent church of excellent

beauty and exceptional adornment...”

Iskandar Munshi, 1614

The Archangels’ Complex included a church center
and a royal residence, as well as the city’s defense
structure and manufacturing facilities. It was a small
“city within the city”.
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The Archangels’ Church. Wall Painting. 16 King Levan and Alexander Il. Photo by Sh. Lejava
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Lol dmEgmoms s Bambgnom 39939 mgmb oBds-

d9bgdgema.” sd3ge 3gag0l Ladambags.

The Church of the Archangels, which still exists, was
built by Leon, the King of Kakheti, in 1565. A Greek
inscription above the western door of the church also
confirms that “.. there was erected and renovated the
divine and all-holy Church of Archangels’ Michael and
Gabriel, through the support, efforts and labor of the
glorious King Leon...on 19 August in 7085...” A fresco
shows King Leon holding a model of the church with
an inscription saying “King Leon the Builder”. The King
was buried there.
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A Greek Insctiption above the western door of the Archangels’ Church
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When the church was built, the royal palace was
already there. According to Russian ambassadors,
“..King Leon...built his palace lower, near the
monastery...” (1639). The royal court had previously
been part of the palace and bell-tower complex.

The palace and bell-tower of Kakhetian kings was built
in 1466-1565 by the first independent Kakhetian kings.

Archaeological excavations on the territory of the
compound revealed a wine storage area, a winepress,
clay wine storage vessel (qvevri), a clay bread-
making oven (tonne), the remains of another oven
with fragments of a ceramic frying pan, lead ash
and remains of molten metal. This was probably a
workshop where small metal items were molded.
Other artifacts discovered include fragments of a
glazed vessel from the 13"-14™" cc with a ceramic
vessel near the oven that also dates from the same
period. These testify that the settlement had been
active even before Gremi was declared a city.

28033561563 9enm dons“ 5bbsdSemo. 39a8s. 8. mFHoos
The Archangels’ Complex. PLan. M. Uridia



®0bob %s3o, 50073@33(30&60 3968039, &0agmols 3Mogdgb@o,

3o bomgmbggdo 39630056980 s bomzmbggda (bgd)
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A three-lip jug, red ceramic,
Middle Ages

Glazed ceramic, fragment, bowl bottom,
Nekresi, 10" c.

dmgodamo 39Msdngol gMeadgb@gdo, XII=XIV L.

Glazed ceramic, fragments, 13" =14 cc

BmGmgdo B. (3963559
Photos by Z. Tsertsvadze
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The Rogyal Pistriet

“King Levan built the Monastery of the Archangels’
and ordered that he should be buried there... he built
his palace below, near this monastery...and adorned
the royal chambers.” Mishetski, Klyucharev (Russian
Ambassadors), 1637-1639.

Thus the foundations of the Royal District in Gremi
were laid and constructions made according to plan,

covering 20 hectares.
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Royal palace (original)

Royal palace (later)
“Academy”

Pavilion with water fountain
The Eight-Flanked Building
The “Wooden pillar” building.
An octagonal tower was built
here after this was demolished
Structures located to the north
of the pavilion and water
fountain

Residential house

Wine celler

. Bath
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Pool of the Pavilion with water fountain

The palaces

The palaces of the Kakhetian Kings, Levan, Alexander
and Teimuraz were located around a square and
occupied the central part of the district. According to
Russian ambassadors (1604-1605) the royal chambers
were beautifully decorated.

I bobsbemab 89a8s. 3. Jmzemsodgomo
I Palace. Plan. P. Kuparashvili

The pavilion with water fountain

On the river bank in the royal district there was a
summer pavilion, a domed open building with a pool
and a fountain and a brick floor in the centre. The
building was used for merry-making and reception of
guests. This was the only pavilion in Gremi, as well as
in Georgia on the whole.
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Pavilion with water fountain. Plan. T. Todua
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The wooden-pillar building

An open building with pillars, with a pool and a
courtyard, the walls of which still have water pipes,
was part of the royal complex which was destroyed.
Archaeologists found tile remains in the ruins.

The Academy

The Academy, as it was referred to by locals, was one
of the main parts of the Royal District. The remains
show that it occupied 380 m? before it was leveled to
the ground. Excavations revealed blue and dark blue
glazed tiles used to decorate the walls.
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boblbggdgdosbo boggdmds. 39as. 3. Jmmpsmsdzacnn
Wooden pillar building. Plan. P. Kuparashvili

The Eight-Flanked Building

The Eight-Flanked Building, with its unique shape,
contained storage areas between the walls, and was
discovered near the pavilion with the fountain. According
to one theory it was a residential building, while another
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theory says it was used “to observe celestial bodies”.
The remains of a clay pipe and an iron object found here
could have been part of an astronomical device.

Buildings near the Fountain Pavilion

Buildings near the Fountain Pavilion were constructed
on top of the remains of other buildings. There are
several layers of buildings in this district. Here too,
only the remains of the building foundations have been
found, with brick floors in some areas and a stone pool
below that was never restored. A water pipeline was
found in the upper part. Five pools of different sizes
and shapes were found in the royal district.

A residential house

Aresidential house was the only one of formerly existing
residential houses, and was found during excavations
in the Royal District, with the construction plan fully
discernible. It was a four-room rectangular stone house.

A wine storage facility

A wine storage facility and a bakery, domestic buildings
that are typically found in the remains of the center
of medieval cities or villages, were not found in the
Gremi Royal District, but discovered exceptionally at
the outskirts of the district.

Only the remains of a winepress have been preserved
from the greatly damaged wine-storage facility. The
stone winepress was divided into two sections so that
black and white grapes were pressed separately.

J30b bsbbsbgema. 1. vmmo.
The stone winepress . T. Todua.

A bakery

What was most likely a bakery was a circular brick
building in the outskirts of the Royal District.
Archaeologists discovered a thick layer of ash on the
floor and wall that were colored by smoke and had
been damaged by fire.

Gremi
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The Bath

The Bath was a 300 m? domed building in the Royal
District which was contemporary to the Royal Court
and the Royal Palace and chambers, dating from the
middle of the 16" c.

The Gremi bath was the best planned of all baths
known today, with hot, warm and cold water pools,
an entrance hall, carpeted dressing and waiting
rooms and storage areas.

The lower floor of the two-storey bath, the
hypocaust, was designed for the circulation of hot
air, and served as central heating. A heating system
also supplied heat to the pools through ceramic
pipes installed in the walls.
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Copper plates, 16" =17 cc (NMG)
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A copper bowl, Late Middle Ages An oil lamp with a pipe, 16"-17" cc (NMG) A clay bowl, 16" c. (NMG)
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330060 30 Lomznbggdo (bgd)

A piece of spherical cone,
Late Middle Ages (NMG)

BmGmgdo B. (3963559
Photos by Z. Tsertsvadze
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Body washcloth fragment,
16"=17" cc (NMG)
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The market district of Gremi was made up of closed mar-
kets and caravanserais, near the Matarsa Church and the
bath. It was the busiest part of town and was considered
to be the economic center of Kakheti.

The Gremi market complex was part of a large trade
network.

" Logogtm mdsbo
The market district
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Closed markets and caravanserai

Closed markets in Gremi covered 1,400 square me-
ters. At one point there were about 30 closed mar-
kets, however, some Russian ambassadors saw only
five after Gremi was destroyed. Closed marketplaces
were gathering areas for local and foreign merchants
who stayed at caravanserais (hotels with accommo-
dation for pack animals), which directly adjoined

Joemdsggdo H9306bE M 300b 399m98. 3mB™ &. BogFHoGombo
Closed markets after reconstruction. Photo by G. Bagrationi
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Caravanserai. Plan. E. Kaperski

them. The market building was 75 meters long, with
32 rooms situated on both sides of the corridor. A
3-metre passage between the closed markets and
caravanserais permitted the markets to be supplied
with goods.

The closed markets operated throughout the year,
and fireplaces found in each of them attest to this.
Some of the markets were two-storey buildings with
deep basements that served as cold storage areas.
The closed markets included shops, workshops and
other types of buildings, such as markets with swim-
ming pools for leisure activity or a room for guards
and customs officers located at the entrance. In one
of the closed markets coins were found along with
the remains of a furnace with burnt copper items,
perhaps an ironsmith’s workshop.

Archaeological excavations revealed large numbers
of colored glazed tiles that had decorated the closed
markets. Numerous clay wick-lamps found suggest
that caravanserais also operated at night.
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Trade in Gremi. Painter G. Sosanidze
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Bath, 15*-17%"cc

The bath at the Gremi market district was an out-
standing, well-equipped and well-built architectural
achievement.

o0bob gFsdo. dbs@zsmn b. 3gerosdzocemo
Clay wick-lamps. Painter N. Veliashvili

Bath during that era were not used for hygiene only
but served as places of public gathering, relaxation
and carrying out business.

Archaeological studies, with artifacts discovered such
as uniform clay wick-lamps attest that the bath was lit
artificially.

Jewelry found during excavations attested to the fact
that this public bath was not divided into men’s and
women’s sections, but operated at different hours for
each.

The bath was a two-storey building; the upper storey
was used for bathing and the lower for heating, using
a hypocaustic system by which water was
heated and supplied to different parts of
the bath through ceramic pipes installed
in the walls.

Excavations revealed fragments of ce-
ramic, faience vessels, china, and fire-re-
sistant vessels, including a porcelain
cup bearing Chinese hieroglyphs saying
“eternal spring”.

Unsurprisingly, imported items consti-
tute a large part of the archaeological
finds, as the market district bath served
visiting foreigners as well as locals.

5856m. dgmg bomormemol 8938s. . Jnxrsmsdzocmo
. Bath. Second Floor Plan. P. Kuparashvili
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beads, 5. Copper bell, 6. Metal Buckles, 7. Earrings. Painter N. Veliashvili Merchants. Painter G. Sosanidze
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»Tarsa Galavani“ (The Tarsa Wall)

“Tarsa Galavani“ (The Tarsa Wall), to the west of
Gremi, is in fact a fenced domed church built in 1593-
1595 which was used until it was destroyed in 1616.
A trilingual (Georgian, Armenian and Persian) inscrip-
tion on the facade of the church mentions “Matarsa”,
a scholarly secretary of King Alexander, whose name is
associated with the complex to this day.

“I, a sinner named Matarsa, built this holy royal
church at the order and through the support of
Prince Alexander, in the 23rd year of the reign
of his father, King Levan, and we donated a
little gift to it-three families, a mill, a vineyard
and two stores... Amen, May God have mercy

upon us.”

20mbs goemagsbo, bsdybmgsbn bsmbgms @obsgmmgo oMol 053y 3mBm a. BogFoGombo
Tarsa Galavani, Trilingual Tnscription above the west door. Photo by G. Bagrationi

ML 35md3560L* @abagmgmanm s@bgdamo gnd-

3960 BMBL3MEEBLmZzL nym gob3mmgboema.

JoM0d49. am§m a. Bsbsomn
A gateway. Photo by G. Chanadiri

A gateway into Gremi to the west of the Tarsa Wall was
used for transport.

2036b5 goemaz560°. 93emgbool 068 9H0gG0. 3mEm g. Bsbswao
“Tarsa Galavani” Interior of the church. Photo by G. Chanadiri
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200600 goemogsbo”. @m@m 8. Rsbswonmo
“Tarsa Wall”. Photo by G. Chanadiri
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309960 3smbMgdal MML of L3sMbymBsMBgGNstn
dmgodmmn mabgstn, gonsbbob ®sdn ©s (30bgMow
dmgodmmo omdo smdmRbs.

83066380. 39335. 9. 3o39Mbgo
Tunnel. Plan. E. Kaperski

>9%0
Lagogtm dbals Athnmmgmno sedmhgbaemo dgbmdals
6593l dmnl mncddal bmmsw oym dgdmERgbn-

o (18. boaomgna) J30b om0 (4,2X3,5 3.), mdgmn(s
LagbmzFgdgr 3m33mgdLorsh aym s 353d06gdmmo.

The Tunnel

A tunnel was found under the central part of the
market district and was contemporary to Gremi. It
was probably a secret passageway, where crawling
was the only means of passing through. Archaeolog-
ical excavations of the tunnel only revealed a glazed
tray bearing a Persian inscription, a faience bowl and
a blue glazed jug.

The pool

A well-preserved one-meter-deep stone pool (4.2 X
3.5 m) was situated in what are the remains of a build-
ing to the north of the market district that was linked
to the residential area.

Gremi
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93egbogdo. 3. Jmxmsmsdzomo
Churches. P. Kuparashvili

Stone bridge

The market district was located in the outskirts of
Gremi, and travelers to the city arrived through this
district on one of the roads to the city. A cobblestone

-1-‘}':;1,
1

bridge 4 meters long and 1.5 meters wide was built
over a water canal that flowed from the Intsobi Riv-
er, 300 meters away from the ruins of the town. The
canal was small and so was the bridge, yet it was suffi-
cient for transport at that time.

Churches

Several small churches (hall and domed church-
es) at the foot of Mount Archangel date from the
16t-17% cc.

Ruins of another domed church were found to the
west of the closed markets.




bogsgdmm m8s60. 3856m @o ,056bs gormsgobo”. gm@m a. Bsbootn
The market district. Bath and “Tarsa wall”. Photo by G. Chanadiri
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bags@smenm. gobs@o. . fmgzemsdzoemo
Sentry post. Facade. P. Kuparashvili
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bogo@omenm. 39a8s. 3. fmgemsdzaemo
Sentry post. Plan. P. Kuparashvili

Sentry post

To the west of the Archangel complex, on the road to
the Sameba, or Trinity Fortress, a church was used for
defense, as the other three parts of the city, as well as
the gorge and the Caucasus and Alazani Valley were
visible from that vantage point.

am@m 3. hsbswonrin
Photo by G.-Chanadiri




L3omgbdol MMBsdgbEnMgdamo dzado,
330560 39 Logznbggdo

Ornamented copper saucepan,
Late Middle Ages

®0bob @mdgdo, agosbo dqs bamznbggdo
Clay jugs, Late Middle Ages

Jo@sba, a30060 dgo baggmbggda

A vessel, Late Middle Ages

R0RBYM0L Bosemol dofol BM3396@0,
Raboto 65B3a, XVI b. (bgd)

Chinese-made china bowl,
bottom fragment, 16" c. (NMG)

Rodabgdo, agosbo dmo bamgmbggda

Smoking pipes, Late Middle Ages

BmBEmgdo B. (39633599
Photos by Z. Tsertsvadze

dmgoggmo 39653035, BMHs3dg6@0, dmgogamo 80’)63633@0, XVI-XVII L.
dob don, XVI L.
Koo damo Glazed ceramic tile, 16" -17% cc

Glazed ceramic, fragment,
bowl bottom, 16% c.

mgogamo 3gMs803s, dmbmgHmdmmo bs6scdn, XVI L.

Glazed ceramic, monochromic product, 16" c.

»bmgmbgdmo”, (3omygms gMsdo,
XVI-XVII bb. (bg3)

Mushroom-like oil lamp with one handle,
16t -17* cc (NMG)
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The &ilkR Road and Intgrnational Trade
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3585650056 Jgmerg Logogm 3 ds stgdoemal gogmom
L3sMbgMEL Joemaggdl «30330MgdmEs. dmEsbrong-
™o 8madoMab, 056 bEMgabab, (36mdam (1670 6.)

In terms of economic development, in the 15™-16%
centuries, Kakheti was more advanced than other
kingdoms and principalities in the region, partly due
to its proximity to the great Gilan-Shemakhi-Astra-
khan trade route, or the Silk Road. Another reason for
its strategic importance was the involvement in for-
eign trade by feudal overlords and kings.

Two roads connected Gremi to Persia and other ori-
ental countries, thus Gremi and Shemakhi (in today’s
Azerbaijan) were crossroads from where trade cara-
vans travelled to Persia through Derbent (Daghestan)
and Ardabil (Iran). It took 10 days to travel from Gremi
to Shemakhi at an average rate of 30 kilometers per
day. Travelers found a Georgian market in Shemakhi,
called the Gurji Bazaar, where Russians, Lezgians, Cir-
cassians and Jews traded their goods.

The trip from Shemakhi to Derbent took six days.
Thus the trip from Gremi to Derbent took 16 days,
then from Derbent travel continued by land or sea.

The second trade route from Shemakhi connected
other Persian cities through Ardabil. According to the
Dutch traveller Jan Streiss (1670), “Ardabil is a very
famous and great trade city where merchants come
and go from Gilan, Kurdistan, Georgia and other coun-
tries”. Caravans travelling on the Gremi-Ardabil-Astra-
khan (southern Russia) route also used this road. It
took 18 days to travel from Gremi to Ardebil and 22
days to Tabriz (Iran).
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dbsggsmn g. bmbsbody
Painter G. Sosanidze

The Georgian royal court was interested in the devel-
opment of trade, thus they repaired and defended the
roads. In Kakheti there was a 3-metre-wide brick road
stretching several dozen kilometers.

Silk, carpets, gold cloth, rubia (a plant used to make
paint), wine, horses, sheep, fur, etc were exported
from Kakheti to the Far and Near East. According to
Vakhushti Batonishvili, “...they produce every kind
of silk here.”

Several Russian ambassadors between 1633 and
1639 said that everybody in the Kingdom of Kakheti
knew about wine-making and silk production. Ac-
cording to the Dutch ambassador to the court of the
Shah, Adam Olearius, 5,000 saddlebags of silk were
produced in Georgia and Armenia at the time.

In the 15" and 16%™centuries Kakheti supplied precious
furs for export. According to Tobolini (1604-1605), “There
is much beaver and otter here, but they never make use
of it. It is only exported to foreign countries.” Goods pro-
duced in Kakheti were traded in Asia and Europe.
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The Gremi irrigation system

Jomosgdo afgdo, omog0bo IgoMm ©obobemgdom, sds-  The densely populated city of Gremi with its baths and
Brmgdoms s 9bgdom 06@gbboygm Bysemdmdstiogg- pools required an intensive water supply. The remains
of the city are crisscrossed by ceramic water pipes.
The Intsoba River dried out in summer and failed to
provide the capital city with water.

bbb LagnMmgds. badsmsdstin @abgfaemns 3gfsdn-
390 Boemgdab bysmbsowgbgdom. 8. 0bbmds, Gm-
8o dogbgemob o3gdde dMgde, 3ot Y- Traces of a canal from Gremi to Lopota appear to
39004mBd LoGobBm Jomsdol BysmBmBstioggdsb. indicate the existence of an irrigation system that
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byserbomgbo. @g@ecmo. 39885 @s gMmoacno. . Jmasmsdzacmo
Water pipes. detail. Plan and section. P. Kuparashvili

Lambysgo Lob@gdal sMLgdmbdsdg doymnmgdl of-  started from the Lopota Gorge (Ganjakhevi). One end
bol boggomagzn afg80sb mm3m@edwyg. ngo boms-  of the water pipe was molded in lime, and the other
396 3@l bgmdosb (aobgsbgsal dgbsmmsgo-  was a simple construction buried in the ground.

Bysmbawgbo 8aemgdo, XVI-XVII L.

Water pipes, 16™-17% cc.
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mmdme® g3mgbool doMdn Rsdmoomes. Lomsgy
boggdmdabs ©d GEsbolb 33mg3e8 (3bsym, GmA
stboo  Jgbadmgdgma oym 4000-8g 39860
BoM0mMdal dmEbygs, odgeb 2900 3g4@emb bo-
39Mammgdo 39500896005, obsMRgbn bdstigdmms
a693L (5356mgdn, oMg36930 o Lbg.).

XVII' bomgmbgdo, s@bo Bobs Lamzmbgdo, mg3zs6als
mmb (1520-1574 66.) aoyzsbomom omgmgdmas.
rbo gemPgdolb (36mdom (1639 B6.) 9396 399399

»-+:03300030L Labobeng dmabym ©adms... s bys-
mo dgoygzebs af...”

Gremi was supplied with water from two sides of the
city — one from the Intsoba and the other from the
Bolia River. The upper irrigation system which was a
stone and brick trench was perhaps secondary, while
the lower system with ceramic water pipes probably
provided drinking water.

Communal water came to the city through small
canals, while a large canal irrigated areas adjoining the
city. This canal was lined by engineering constructions
that stretched to the end of the Church of Archangel.
A study of the water source structure and the road
shows that the canal could irrigate up to 4000 hectares
of land of which 2900 hectares were agricultural. The
rest flowed to Gremi to provide water to baths and
fountains.

In the 17%™c it was believed that the canal had been
built in the previous century during the reign of King
Levan (1520-1574). According to Russian ambassadors
(1639), King Levan “fitted out his palace below...and
supplied it with water...”

gad0sbo bysmbawgbo 8nema, XVI-XVII bb.

Water pipe molded in lime, 16™-17" cc.
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Bazari (Lagemi)
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Jos (mglb 5BgMHdsngksbn, Bodsmsmal Gsombals bmgs.
5m05do0). 3DaMo (Doggdn), 3cgdmsb gMmow 3obg-
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rabamo s ogmdnmo BysBmgdoo, bogqgdn bLada
Mdbobogsb dgagdmms: g3ymgboob dsbo, m3dg-
o3 &odMolb gofs, 8mazags Ladgym «dsbbss,
Lobobmoms s ©sdbdofmg boggdmdgdoom; Gadsmn
(6063‘36060) s d5Domn — deogdgdmagmgdamo
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“A royal place” and

“the residence of the royal house”

Iskandar Munshi, 17% ¢

Bazari, called Zagemi in Persian and Turkish sourc-
es, was one of the most important cities in the
Kingdom of Kakheti. It is now situated in the Zakat-
ala region of Azerbaijan, in the village of Aliabad.
Bazari (Zagemi) was, along with Gremi, one of the
main economic and political centers of Kakheti and
played a prominent role in foreign affairs and inter-
national trade.

Russian and Turkish sources say that Zagemi consist-
ed of three districts: the Church District, which in-
cluded the royal quarters as well as the main church;
the Rabat (outskirts) and the Market District, which
was a walled trading area including a caravanserai
and dukanis (restaurants). Evlia Celebi, a 17*" ¢ Ot-
toman Turk traveler, said that the city included a
well-fortified castle (Zagemi Castle).

The Kakhetian kings met with foreign ambassadors
and carried out diplomatic negotiations in both
Gremi and Bazari-Zagemi.

The importance of Zagemi is echoed in the words of
Prince Giorgi, son of King Alexander, speaking to Rus-
sian envoys: “Now the Turks are coming to us from
Ganja and Shemakhi...and they want to capture our
best stronghold, Zagemi, which is our source of sus-
tenance...if the Turks capture Zagemi, all of the Geor-
gian land will fall into Turkish hands”.

The mint at Bazari-Zagemi

The oldest written record of Bazari (Kartli-Kak-
heti-Meskheti deed of donations of church land) is
dated to 1392 which lists a number of locations in
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eastern Kakheti. There are also 13* and 14 century
coins which were minted in Bazari (during the dom-
ination of the Ilkhanid rulers Ghazan-Khan (1295-
1304), Oljeitu (1304-1317) and Abu Said (1317-
1335), which demonstrate the city status of Zagemi
at the time and the existence of a mint since the end
of the 13* century.

Iskander Munshi writes in 1602 that the Kakhetian
King Alexander travelled to Yerevan to meet Shah Ab-
bas who gave King Alexander a grand reception. At
the end of the grand ceremony, the Kakhetian king
“picked up a handful of gold coins which had been

Boggdol dmbg@gd0 (bgd)
Coins minted at Zagemi (NMG)

07, bys gmo adegds
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minted in his country in the name of the shah and
showered them on the head of the ruler, as is the
tradition in Georgia where they shower money on
the heads of their rulers”. In his description of the
political events of the mid-16™ century, the historian
says that the tradition of minting coins in Zagemi had
been revived by this time.

Centuries later, gold coins were found (often ac-
cidentally) on many occasions around the ruins of
Zagemi.

Traders from Zagemi had links with European traders
which is demonstrated by the discovery of European
ducats. Among the treasures found around the ru-
ins are 189 coins minted at 10 different locations, of
which just 8 coins were minted at Zagemi. A number
of coins were found in a clay pot during ploughing.
The oldest coin was dated to 1602-1603, while the
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newest was dated to 1615. These coins were proba-
bly hidden in anticipation of Qizilbash invasion.

Over 40 coins found at Zagemi are now on display
at the Georgian National Museum as well as at the
Hermitage, Moscow and Azerbaijani historical mu-
seums (alongside finds from Ambrolauri, Racha and
Chikaani). These coins had different images, but had
the same markings.

Marking indicating the mint at “ZGM” (Zagemi)
have also been found on two coins found at Birki-
ani (Akhmeta). These were minted in 1629/30 and
1631/32 which indicates that King Teimuraz man-
aged to revive the mint after the sacking of Zagemi.

The Achaeology of Zagemi

Archeological excavations have not been conduct-
ed in Zagemi. We only know about the architectural
monuments of Zagemi through what has been found
at the surface. Most of what has been found there
is contemporary to finds at Gremi. A large amount
of glazed stone and furnace slag has been found at
Zagemi which indicates the existence of a local pottery
industry. In terms of design and decorative style, the
pottery found at Zagemi is similar to Gremi ceramics.

Both Gremi and Zagemi formed the core of the King-
dom of Kakheti and both cities had much in common,
including shared traditions in the cultural and indus-
trial spheres. Both cities were ceased to exist at the
same time.
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The Gremi museum exposition was organized

by the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of
Georgia / Irma Dolidze, Nino Vacheishvili, Giorgi Sosanidze,
Gvantsa Gegechkori, Maia Kviralashvili, Keti Kamushadze / in 2011.

Design and production: Casa group

Banner design: Zviad Meburishvili, Mariam Quparashvili
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The Fall of Gremi

L3sMbgegdal 1614 s 1616 Brgdol msddMHmdgdl
®0mgdolb domgmo 3obgmn Jggboms. Fod-0dsb I-ab
Ly@goeo ,...d9698mgdabogsb ©s @ygabs ©s
398Y39mobash 3gsmoi o6 @sRgbaemagm® — bLob-
ramgdo 0gbs dmygsboma.

mEILEYE  9Y4393gdamo  Jobgonl  @gesdersdo -

atgdn — 6obaMg3985 0g(30. dLgmngg dgn gbos 3o-
byl dgmeg o Jomsdlb — baggdl. XVII Lo 3960l
30 bobgdabogal 3obgmdn M3 gfmn Jomodn sma
oMbgdmMds. d3-535L3s Bobobosh asslbmMs ababo.
30bogg d6dobgdom, 30Dmeb ghmem gl oxmonl
bgg80(3, M0 33 J399456530 seeMsbrommb sewagbn-
maoygm 3gadMgdndgmds. mznmeg Bemab dg8mga ogo-

Iqmad dgxig oby 8ndsimogh b gemBadl: ,dggmesw

The Persian invasion in 1614-1616 resulted in the
destruction and devastation of the entire Kakhetian
Kingdom. The wish of Shah Abbas | was “to make the
city — buildings, people and animals — disappear without
a trace”. His wish came true.

Gremi, once the flourishing capital of Kakheti, was left
in ruins, as was Zagemi. By the mid 17 ¢, there was no
town left in Kakheti — all had been razed to the ground
by Shah Abbas. Under his orders all mulberry trees were
cut down so that silkworm breeding could not resume,
and vineyards underwent the same fate.

Approximately twenty years later King Teimuraz
adressed the Russian ambassador, saying that “in the
past, we sent 1000 bales of silk from Gremi to Bazari.




26980056 dsDM33g 1000 Ladsmby s869dmdn dg-
dmagmomes. 0gebaemndl s 63nbrs dosl ymggm
Byl m3-mzessm badsmbgl gbaMsgono bemeady.
R396(3 89360 33Jmbms MJMm ©s 39M(3bemo.
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Painter G. Sosanidze
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439000% ,,...0bgmn d3ggebs, GmIgmai ymzggmbemog
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»er0O(36M3M93mgd0 oog(300L > Joemad boggdda
3390(3 30 36 o@mzqL dmbabemgmdobs. sbg dmbgos

Each year we dispensed 20-30 bales of silk to Jerusalem
and the Holy Mountain. We had plenty of gold and silver

7

too".

According to Shah Abbas’s historian Iskandar Munsh
“the country that gave us numerous benefits and income
every year is ruined and razed to the ground”...homes
are destroyed and there is not even a trace of settlement
in the town of Zagemi. All of Kakheti shared the same
fate-massacre, dispersal, robbery, arrest, destruction of
homes and shelters that fall upon Kakhetian Christians,
such a thing was never heard since the emergence of
Islam.”

“Shah Abbas personally guided the army to that county
four times and later he sent it several times”. Tens
of thousands of Georgians were expelled from their
homeland and exiled to the middle of Persia — Fereydan.
“The number of civilians killed exceeded 60-70,000
beautiful young women... beardless young men and
children... over a hundred thousand have been counted,
but according to the author of these lines, thirty thousand
more have been taken prisoner in other districts and have
not been recorded for lack of time”. Iskandar Munsh,
“History of Abbas, Pride of the State”, 1629 .

Dozens of years passed following Abbas’ devastating
invasions, until King Rostom visited Gremi: “I found
many well-built palaces looking like animal sheds —
without doors or ceilings” — his chronicler wrote.

There were no preconditions for city reconstruction
in 17t"c Kakheti, thus neither Gremi nor Zagemi were
rebuilt. Later, when Telavi became the capital of the
Kakhetian Kingdom, life gradually disappeared in Gremi.
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bell fragment with ancient Georgian inscription:
“I've sacrificed to “Tarsa Wall” St. George”
late Middle Ages

omxgd0, XVIIFXIX bL.

Guns, 18%-19" cc

Bo6B5D60b gl g@sma, XVI-XVII bb.

Cannon barrel, detail, 16" — 17" cc
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Museum ,,Gremi Settlement“, Photo by G. Chanadiri
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gommgo Vill (anmrﬂan 0). dgxg 3om@go Vill-ob bsbobbenm boggemo
8039970 gomEgo gaEmmobocodn, 1460 6. (bg@)

Giorgi VIII (Giorgi I). King Giorgi VIII’s book of genealogy
presented to Giorgi Zhuruli, 1460 (NCM)
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@Giorgi |
1466-1476

Giorgi VIl (Giorgi ) was the last king of a united Georgia.
In 1466, he fled to Kakheti from revolts by feudal lords,
where he founded the Kakhetian royal house. Gremi
became the capital of the newly-founded kingdom.

Wlgrander |
1476-1511

Alexander | and Konstantine, the King of Kartli, con-
cluded a truce defining Kakhetian and Kartlian bor-
ders. “Alexander was a kind and god-fearing man,
greatly assisting holy churches and adorning them
with icons and crosses.”*
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* gobgd@o ds@mbadzamo, ,ombgms Ls8ggmbs LadsBmggmmbs*
Vakhushti Batonishvili, “The Description of the Kingdom of Georgia”

@iorgi Il
(v-Giorgi, or €vil Giorgi)
1511-1513

Giorgi, the eldest son of Alexander, tried to seize the
Kakheti Throne and annex Kartli. “Giorgi betrayed and
murdered his father, King Alexander, and captured his
brother, Dimitri...after which he was named Av-Gior-
gi”,* which means Evil Giorgi...

He “built a small church of the Archangel in Mtskhe-
ta...where he was buried. Kakhetian kings would later
say that Mtskheta was their burial place.”*

mEmsg0b0 sHB030,

39b80bg @ ogsr sGmbadzaemgdals Boge
bombol 3bs@gsm gommgobsmgal doczgdaemo
booombbolb bogbo ws 603560, 1712 6. (bys)

Two-headed eagle,

a book and a nate by Princes Vakhtang and Bakar
exempting Giorgi, the painterof the Sioni cherch,
from taxes, 1712 (NCM)

Pavid X (Ring of Rartli)
ruled Kakheti in 1513-1518/20

“As there was no one to rule in Kakheti except for
Evil Giorgi, King David summoned his army and
went down to Kakheti and seized it, for no one of-
fered resistance.”*

Gremi
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080 330900 335z ©d Imdboma dmendngm-
Lo ogm. dmBRamgdadn gogws dnMadgms omgb@e-
bo. s0dm@hams, sbggg, 3oMas bbaob asdmastn
33ds3-bgzbyMgdo s omdgdo.

396 dgz30L LabONbsg0 0gPmbaemadbs @s som-
bob dmodg Jooymo 3gfgdol dmgma-3s@Emmbm-
ds, bogotomggmmadn 3o g3mgbos-3mbabimgdals
399693cmmds, dggma GodMgdal HgbGogMszns s
3omn J933mds aym.

logon, Ring of Rakheti
1518/20-1574

“Levan (Leon) was rich and there was peace in the
country...under Levan’s rule...Kakheti was prosper-
ous and strong.”* When the King married Tinatin, the
daughter of Gurieli, “they arrived in Gremi and Leon

held a wedding well befitting him.”*

He was a wise ruler and a flexible politician. He sub-
jugated southern Dagestan, as well as Pshav-Khev-
surians and Tushis, who had long rebelled against the
Kingdom.

King Levan took good care of Georgian centers in Je-
rusalem and Mount Athos. In Georgia he built church-
es and monasteries and renovated and adorned old
churches.

sbsmo dnsodomols 0dmamnlbddmdmal dmdob g3emgboob 39@emols
bs&3zmmds. XVI b. (mg36 89939, 0065006 @gomeseno oo
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Wall Painting from New Shuamta Church of the Birth

of Mother of God. 16" c. King Levan, Queen Tinatin and Alexander Il.
Photo by Sh. Lejava

Ha3nbL
I TRRCHE) 5350730



é%ﬂhaﬁg&a H
1574-1605

3960 39539 amgdLebMgl  aMasm 3gmbos sBymdamon Ladbgomm Lagdy. Bsb
3M535emM0(3bmzgsbo Koo dymmos: 10 000-Bg 3980 gam-b3smooms ©s dndg-
doo dgnstracgdmmao (3bgbmbsba, 500 Bbgmatin ,o6Rs60" s 3 000 ggom-bds-
0560, 333000 3o35Mgmbabo Jzgamn gafnlbgase. gb msddstn by (3b9bmLs6
> 439000 Godo (LoMHm3me) oym oymagamo. 3obgol asbbsmoMgdme
3d590b39390630 QBEM IMsgeemMnbmzsbn msddmalb gsdmy3zsbss dggdemm. ym-
390 Bermob dg3meamaal 3gig megal getb Labgedm seemmddy 0bgggws.

Wlgrander Il
1574-1605

Kakhetian King Alexander was well versed in military affairs. He had a large army-over
10,000 cavalry armed with shields, swords and spears, 500 regular cavalry and 3,000
infantry armed with shields, swords and bows. The army was divided into five cavalry
and infantry regiments. If necessary Kakheti could muster an even larger army. Every
autumn the King would hold a celebratory parade in which his army took part.

3mgdLsbemg I, mg3360 s sz0m |,
39B0fmemmdab boggemn, 1708 B. o> 1723 6. (by(3)

Alexander II, Levan, Davit I,
a deed of donations, 1708 and 1723 (NCM)

ngooo
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Pavid |
1601-1602

“David was arrogant, reveling and ruthless, and was hated by Kakhetians.”*
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Johannes Juzing, a scene from the play Queen Ketevan,
German engraving, 1655
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Ronstanting |
1605

“For Shah Abbas ... brought Konstantine, the son of Al-
exander....who was of Muslim faith and loved their re-
ligion.” The people did not accept Konstantine as their
king, rebelled against him then “they murdered Kon-
stantine, the murderer of his father and brother”.*

Fﬂh*l

[ i
(-.:f-%“ /”!

3M9dgcmo. gssbymomns @sg300m Bgg&mmob s
3300 0r8sb6mgols og 1822 6genls (b[]@)
Colection. Rewroted by the David the Rector and
David Tumanov in 1822 (NCM)

Queen Retevan
1605

On 13 (26) September 1624, at the instruction of Persian
ruler Shah Abbas, Queen Ketevan, the mother of Teimu-
raz |, was tortured to death in Shiraz. The Portuguese mis-
sionary, father Ambrossio Duch Anzhush, and Gregory
Orsini, took her burnt and mutilated body to Isfahan and
placed it at a Catholic monastery there. Two years later,
Catholic priests brought a large part of Queen Ketevan’s
remains to her son, King Teimuraz, in Georgia. The other
part of her relics located at St. Augustine Da-Grasa Mon-
astery in the Indian city of Goa.

The martyred Queen Ketevan was canonized by the
Georgian Orthodox Church in 1624.
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Miniature of Queen Ketevan from manuscript of 18" c¢. (NCM)
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06356007935 6d0bonbs Gmbsdabs 9019356 @gmemabegsb. gswsdbymo: @sg000 Gadémeo (bge)

Selected works, 1821-1823. King Teimuraz I’s tale of the Gremi Palace.
Acrostic of St Ketevan Queen the Martor. Scribe: David the Rector (NCM)

290896% 1, 659985 909396 @gMBmabs, XIX b. (bg@)

Teimuraz I, the suffering and torture of Queen Ketevan, 19" ¢ (NCM)
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Selected works, 1821-1823. King Teimuraz I's tale of

the Gremi Palace. Acrostic of St Ketevan Queen the Martor.
Scribe: David the Rector

Moulage of manuscript— E. Machavariani

smgbsbomyg I-b Bysenmdab boggmo dozgdmemo d3690000
bsgomob Js@sgol ngsbob dobs sbsmgdemolbsdo bagdssgm
858memals mdgdal dgbsbgd, 1501 6.

sy bsbomyg ll-0b boggemo. dgboGmmemmdsms gobsbengdals
60gbo, do3989co semgfbsbomyg gobos dgg0b dogm
b3gBoEbmzgeobsmgal, 1569 6.

sbmgdn — g. dsgogsMmosbo. mmognbsemgdo sz mmns
bgmbsbyFmos gmmzgbam (3968 ®do

A copy of Kakhetian King Alexander I’s deed of donations given
to the priest of the Church in Mtskheta certifying the

donation of land, 1501

Alexander II’s deed. A copy of a book of renewed donations
given by Kakhetian King Alexander to the Svetitskhoveli
Cathedral, 1569

Copies - E. Machavariani. The originals are preserved at the
National Centre of Manuscripts.

2908963b 1, 659985 909356 @gLmBeobs, XIX b.
Jogn. 9. Jogogsmosbo

Teimuraz I, the suffering and torture of Queen Ketevan, 19t ¢
Moulage of manuscript— E. Machavariani




290806 d1, omb 3EHalGmamEm og 3obBgerol Bsbsbsdo, XVII b.
Teimuraz I, a drawing by Don Christoforo de Castelli, 17" c.
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Teimuraz |

King of Kakheti 1606-1648
King of Kartli and Kakheti 1625-1632

Teimuraz was 16 at the time of his enthronement.
Therefore, the country was ruled by his mother, Queen
Ketevan. From 1625-1632, Teimuraz | “wielded both
kingdoms and thrones” and was the crowned ruler of
united east Georgia.

Gremi was a source of inspiration for the poet King
Teimuraz, and how his famous poem “Of the Gremi Pal-
ace” came into being.

-\‘h " L 'E—_ =, n

L. S = E L =

0g08amsbl, omb 3m0bGmemmm ©g 3obdgmmab Bsbsbs@o, XVII b.
Teimuraz I, a drawing by Don Christoforo de Castelli, 17 c.

Rostom
King of Kartli and Kakheti 1648-1656

King Rostom, who was raised in Iran, undertook the res-
toration of many destroyed Georgian places of worship
and built churches. “He employed his servants accord-
ing to the Qizilbash rule, but did not relegate Georgian
traditions to history ... he would present Georgians with
little gifts and was devoted to them, for in that period
Georgians were brave, firm in their faith, sincere and
selfless”.* He resettled and revived 72 villages in Kartli
and Kakheti, whose population had perished in wars.
He built fortresses, palaces, roads, water canals, cara-
vansaries and bridges. Official correspondence was also
conducted in Georgian under Rostom’s rule.
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Archil Il, a book of King Archil’s donations to Svetitskhoveli, 1670 (NCM)
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HArehil 11
1664-1675

King Archil declared Telavi the capital city of Kakheti,
to replace the war-ravaged Gremi. “Archil moved his
palace to Telavi, renovated all churches of Kakheti and
placed bishops there to strengthen the faith and re-

”x

vive the country...

“Kakheti was prospering for there was peace and ene-

”x

mies were gone.

€rekle | (Nazar {1li Rhan)
1703-1709

“He was unaware of Georgian traditions and lacked expe-
rience in kingship,”* because he was raised at the Russian
royal court, and then for 12 years served at the court of
the Persian Shah. “Together with his family he converted
to Islam and was named Nazar Ali-khan...”* In 1703, the
Shah appointed Irekle | as King of Kakheti, but left him in
Iran to command his guard. While Nazar Ali Khan stayed
in Iran, his son, David Il (Imam Qulikhan), ruled Kakheti.

2908 b I, wsgom I, g@g3ag 1, 3m6L836B0bg Il. 5360l dgBomemmdal boggeno, 1708 6. s 1723 6. (bg@)
Teimuraz Il, Davit I, Erekle I, Konstantine Il. A deed of donations to the Akura Monastery, 1708 and 1723 (NCM)
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Teimaraz Il

Governor of Kakheti 1709-1715
King of Kakheti 1733-1744

Teimuraz Il enthroned his son, Erekle Il, in Kakheti and
he himself became the King of Kartli, thereby laying
the groundwork for the unification of the Kartli and
Kakheti kingdoms. In 1745, he was enthroned as the
King of Kakheti according to the old Georgian tradition
at the Svetitskhoveli Cathedral.Teimuraz Il achieved
significant military and political success in South Cau-
casus, as he made the Khans of Yerevan, Ganca and Na-
khicevan Georgia’s vassals. He was a poet and a trans-
lator and wrote “A conversation between a day and a
night” or “A mirror of what has been said,” “Georgia’s
Morals” and “A conversation with Rustaveli”.

w3001l (0859ymemo-bsbo), JgBoreemmdals boggero,

1708 6. 05 1723 6. (b9(3)
David Il (Imam Quli Khan) a deed of donations, 1708 and 1723 (NCM)

Pavid Il (Imam Quli Khan)
1703-1722

David Il was born and educated in Iran where he was
named Imam Quli Khan. “...David was handsome, short,
lacking strength and fully converted to Islam...he was
unaware of Georgian traditions and military affairs.
However, as he commenced learning Georgian tradi-
tions, he mastered the language and books exceedingly
well...”* After a lengthy rule by Iranian khans, he re-
stored Georgian state institutions in Kakheti.

Gremi
MUSEUM
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Erekle II, lithography, first half of the 19" c. From loane Batonishvili
collection (NCM)

CSreklg 1

King of Kakheti 1744-1762
King of Kartli and Kakheti 1762-1798

“Then came Teimuraz who was en-
throned in Thilisi (1744)... his son, Erekle,
became the Kakhetian King.”* Erekle Il
carried out important changes for the
centralization of power: he clearly dis-
tinguished between the functions of the
military, police, foreign affairs, judicial,
financial and educational institutions and
issued a decree establishing a standing
army. State-run schools were established
in Kartli and Kakheti through Erekle’s ef-
forts. Under Erekle’s rule factories (glass,
wool and weaponry) and plantations (in-
cluding sugar) were created, as well as
the mining industry (steel, gold and sil-
ver, cast iron and iron); the mint became
operational again and book printing be-

89m58093030b §Fog8odo. 1783 6. (bgs)
Georgievski’s Treatise. 1783 (NCM) came more frequent.
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@iorgi XlI
1798 -1800
the last king of Kartli and Kakheti

On 28 December 1800, Giorgi XIl died after a short
period of kingship. On 18 January 1801, Emper-
or Paul I's manifesto was published in Petersburg,
declaring Kartli and Kakheti a Russian province. All
members of the Georgian royal house were invited
to Petersburg. The royal crown and scepter of Gior-
gi XIl, the last king of Kartli and Kakheti, were sent
to Russia. Alexander I's manifesto, published on 12
September 1801, ended the existence of the King-
dom of Kartli and Kakheti.

Giorgi XIl, a book given to the servants to attest their exemption from taxes, 1799 (NCM)
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1978-1983




&°EES° l

1466-1476

mogndE égm 8(%880 ﬂég\néﬂo ©o @éﬁ@o 386—563076 ©9
5386«){36 ©OQO. .. S 801:66 30)636(%0)6 36@0, 666339
7

030 @603(3(%6. 86(%66 o) 0??0')(\06 mgbméaée | 88(38@
éQégagé 56%0)0 Qé 86663b66, 306690)866 65036@5 833@«}56.“

3969380 ds§mbadzoema, XVIIl .

@Giorgi |

1466-1476

nd there was a town called Gremi and there was
Athe throne of Hereti and Kakheti and a large
7 dwelling there...And he did not leave power
with the feudal lords but wielded it himself. Only then did

his people name him the King...He revived and developed
Kakheti, for peace was upon the land.”

Vakhushti Batonishvili, 18" ¢
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Wlgxander |

1476-1511

lexander was handsome to look at, light in
€¢ movement, strongly built, skilled at archery,

unselfish. He strengthened, built and expand-
ed (it) and distinguished himself as a kind ruler.”

Vakhushti Batonishvili, 18" ¢




N
.
T elsifie nﬁ A

. geremIgzom0. (9356 3obos 89%39. Gocom, bgorn, 206 x 90
L. Chogoshvili. King Levan. Canvas, Oil, 206 x 90

1978-1983




oyt G F

1518/1520-1574

30)01580’)@36(%8 83(38 @3006 ﬂé(%mg)obé Qé

56133000156, 6m3(%88c@@015 oaéc@bégoaob Qé@gbGa@o
929 ©5 613@6@ (5@6836363@0 ﬂ(%ob@ab bé%@éaobé ©5
800@8000)0156.“
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1518/1520-1574
he god-fearing King Leon of Kartli and Kakheti,
I liberator of the ravaged Jerusalem and rebuilder
99 of the Tomb of Christ and Golgotha.”

Timote Gabashvili, 18" ¢
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Wlgxander Il

1574-1605

he world sings praise to Alexander’s greatness.
I Through his efforts Georgia became an arena
99 for Iskandar (Alexander of Macedon). His noble

arm wields a sword of victory. His kingdom is victorious,

his country prospers.”

Faghfur Lahijani, Persian poet, 17" ¢
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Queen hetevan
1605

ueen Ketevan, sitting in Gremi, ruled over Kakheti.”

29 Vakhushti Batonishvili, 18 c

“Despite tortures, the Queen was sacrificed her life — and even
if she had a thousand lives she would still do so — for the sake
of Christ.”

Archangelo Lamberti, Italian missionary, 17 ¢




. gmemmIzomo. 89939 090896HsD . Boeom, Bgoo, 205.5 x 90
L. Chogoshvili. King Teimuraz I. Canvas, Oil, 205.5 x 90
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1606-1648

29 Qé 6666685@6 56]380)15 63301:685(%“

39b9d§n do§mbadzoema, XVIII b.

Teimuraz |
1606-1648

eimuraz held his wedding in Gremi (in 1612)
I and ruled Kakheti of his will...”
2

Vakhushti Batonishvili, 18" ¢
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3(%«}26'30 83 36(% Qé 8%05da
" bogotoggmmb 3939 — gPg3g”
3maboob 99939 gMomab owo,
1740-1786 66.
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dsrem 3gobmbgemo, @mobgo
dmg dommo, XVI-XVIIl bb.

creklg Il

1744- 1798

I rule in Europe and Erekle, the Georgian
YY)

King, rules in Asia,”

Prussian King Frederick the Great,
1740-1786

“The first and most powerful personality in Persia

and Georgia.”

Charles Peisonel, French traveler,
17t-18% cc

Gremi
MUSEUM EEERE



9356 89300 Ls8mbo, Hg3mbbE 08 bgy69bab
dmbs@memmdosb (XVI b.). ™93s6 d930b 330633060,
©93mbbBET 300 36980l 805356568 9mmm s g 3emgboal
dmbs@memmdosb (XVI b.) - »bo8mbgero Sofmggmo®

King Levan’s apparel, reconstruction from Nekresi Church (16t c),
King Levan’s crown, reconstruction from Church of Archangels’
in Gremi (16" ¢) — “Samoseli Pirveli”
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bsmdsmo sedm@mgoenmds: 396sebgo, 8mbsGawon, bodzemom@mgdo, Bomo, bsemo g. gsbgemady
Armour: chainmail, helmet, wrist armour, shield, sword. G. Chakhelidze
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The Rakhetian Rings in the Hloly lband

)

XVl Log3mb0ob Ladomomggmmb Lodggm-bsdomsg-
Gmgdlb dmMab 3obgon yzgmody dwowsto Lodg-
@gmd. 0ggds Joemadqdo, 39bmgds, obs@gds ©s nd-
3mds 93emgbs-3mbab@Mgdo. FoMmmmss asdmo-
mo  339698mmds oMs oM™ 3obgmda, oMsdgo
J60LG0sbmdal ¢360d369mm3zobgl  (3968Mgddn —
0gbamodbs s smmbol dmsdy.

ofdosgsb 1517 Bgmb wsedy®mdoemo  JGab@glb
Loggmoagn, gmmamms ©s Lbgs 63nbos sgamg-
b0 mg39b gobms dgx;gd godmabyos. ool ob-
B, bmbmgstds ,dmbzs dMobggl Logmago,
ammamms, dgmagdon, xgoMob dmbsbBgMo s

Loggmooms
33030000 (6360 9a8b6585330em0, XVIII L.).

Lbmsbo  3mbabBgMmbo  ymzgmbogg...

After the 16 century, Kakheti became the richest of
all Georgian kingdoms and principalities, where cit-
ies were built and churches and monasteries were
adorned with exceptional frescoes. Construction was
wide- spread not only in Kakheti but in Jerusalem and
Mount Athos as well, more precisely, in the primary
centers of Christendom.

The Kakhetian King Levan (Leon) restored the Tomb
of Christ, Golgotha and other holy places that
had been occupied by the Turks in 1517. In con-
firmation of this, the Sultan “gave him the Tomb
of Christ, Golgotha, Bethlehem, the Monastery of
the Cross and all other monasteries”. The Georgian
inscription preserved on the Golgotha patriarchal
throne kept a record of the Kakhetian King Leon

) -
Sertgaton,

09@mbaenadon, bgdsboab 8ombbBgmol bobsdon, 1550 6.
Jerusalem, design by Sebastian Munster, 1550.
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ammamomdl bads@Mostgm @sb@ob gggbdg dmomsg-
LgdmEBs Joormmgbmzsebds bombgmad dgdmagnbe-
bs (36mds mgmb 3obos dgggol dgbobgd, Mmdgmads s
0m3308 %3560l 3530b bgmoom 1533 — 1536 Bemgdda

a5bssbms 4Mabglb Logmagn s gmmamms.
»@33LB0obomzalb  JMobEL Logmogobs®, dgMdbaem
Laggmagbom 3oemabrstdn 13 bgd@qddgHo ,mombo-
Lo dgg3nbs mgmbabs®  blgbgdol mge oym sbg-
Lgdmeo.

XVIII boy36g3n(3 3o mggeb dgxg abbgbngds JGob-

&9b Logemagalb g3mgboals dgcdbyem dmbabbybngd-
mgddo.

356 30bms 3gg3ab Lobgmmsebss s 39330Mgdma
goemogmbol dmbsbmal 339bgdmmds  scmbal
63065 dmdDdY: »...060L gbg ImMBabGgMo 5dgbgdyy-
M0 5300056-bmEnmM3mbosbms 356 3MsGombors dg-
®53560bs JoMmmnbs s 3obgomnbs dggabs mgm-
Bobs BogM, 85@mbal mgadnebals 3530l 358abs,
03909y Bamdmeadogbosm s mzaboms bagsbooms
omdgbgdas LoSLgbgdmom LamgmbmE... ©s oMb
3sb BmbabBgmbs dabs dom dgmgms ImSLgbgds Lo-
doMdnbm 3bmbMom s (30b3MaE” (@nammg ao-
35330, XVII b.).

630bs bogesogob giemgbool gggads
Church of the Tomb of Christ. plan
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0g@gboeada, XVI .
Jerusalem, 16" ¢

Jo0bBgb boggemsgol bodmmesggmm,
39mbsmnbom sdogmb Bsbsbs@a, XVI b.

Chapel of the Tomb of Christ,
sketch by Bernardinio Amico, 16% c.




9356 399398 Gommogmbaol dmbsbBgab soanemn
38 3oEs 3obgodn s ,....s0b dso Igxgmogsb

dgdmbomma 3obgol bmggmo bmosdgba.*

Bommmgmbolb dmbsb@gmolb Lo@madgdmadn ©mgd-
BMgLIgeno
353mbobmmgdgdo g3mgbool dmogmom bgmdo.

©go dgdm@hgboema 3obgonl 8gggms

,,93(33 Q)amG Bé@oé @660006 amaég\)g;nm,
8(‘013(@638(@@0, 3‘?00}(@(%0, 633065630, 090ms
Qé Vgag)omé 528@650, 300150@0 6306830600)6
@6 émg)oéocné: Bm@m 6@351566@‘7773

83(38 — 361:650006 36063, ’33360360
bél)og)égo, 03005 800'36500, Smlsog)o

06066 630(%63060006“.

Bndmomg gsdsdgoemon, XVII L.

The icon of King Leon features a tall
elderly man with a healthy face, an
aquiline nose, gray hair and beard.

He is wearing a royal crown and a cloak;
King Alexander is of tender age,

handsome, his hair black with a crown

on his head.”

Timote Gabashvili, 18® ¢

Ha3nb
TSR 5750730

who renovated the Tomb of Christ and Golgotha
in 1533-1536.

“Due to the liberation of the Tomb of Christ”, the
Greek ecclesiastical calendar declared that Septem-
ber 13 would be the Day of “Virtuous King Leon”.

In the 18" century, King Leon was mentioned in the
Greek annals of the Church of the Tomb of Christ.

The construction of the Monastery of Philotheou is
associated with the name of King Leon. “...and there
was a monastery built by King Leon of Kartli and Ka-
kheti, a descendant of King David, King Solomon and
the Bagration Dynasty, the great grandfather of King
Teimuraz, for he built this monastery by his will to
glorify his name across centuries...and praise is sung
to the kings now and forever, at dawn and at dusk.”

King Leon donated Khodasheni, a village in Kakheti,
to the Monastery of Philoteou: “They, the kings, do-
nated the village of Khodasheni to Kakheti”.

The refectory at the Philotheou Monastery to this
day has preserved frescoes of Kakhetian kings hold-
ing models of churches in their hands.

Qoenmogmbol 8mbslbB@mab bogmsdgdm
Refectory of the Monastery of Philotheou

Qoenmogmbol 8mbsbBgmo, 3. 8s@lzob Fsbobs@o, 1744 6.
Monastery of Philotheou, a sketch by V. Barski. 1744
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smbols 03g@00b 8mbslbBgmn, §odmoyg godsdzacema, XVIII b.
Iveria Monastery on Mount Athos, Timote Gabashvili, 18" c.




bodgge Ggocrgdo- gmG™ 9. crggo3e
Royal Toilet. Photo by Sh. Lejava

3smo@-bsdmgenm. 3omggmn bsmamemo. gm@m o. mmody
Palace-Bell-Tower. First Floor. Photo by I. Dolidze
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3seno@=bodmggemm. Ggbsdy bsGorgeo. gm@m d. 3oGogmHadzomo
Palace-Bell-Tower. Third Floor. Photo by M. Pitiurishvili
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am98ob 898900 ©3635b0“~b 94b3m Doczos
3smo@-bsdmgermb 8999830 8mdbdswgdacemos
bagsmaggenmb 3@ a@amo d98330009md0b ozg0b
9360 boogg68mb (0635 wmevads,

60bm gshgndzocmo, gommgo bmbsbody, 3356¢30
898933060, 8505 gg0msemsdzocemo, Jgoo Jsdndsdy,

B5000 d93m0d3z0em0) 5 JmerGHamo d933530006H9m0b
®g980mmoBozo0b 30680l ogm 2011 Egemb.

56085308 5 bensodma - senggbsbo@g 8sysdzaco.

The Gremi museum exposition - “Kings Palace” in Bell
Tower - was organized in 2011 by the National Agency for
Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia (Irma Dolidze,
Nino Vacheishvili, Giorgi Sosanidze, Gvantsa Gegechkori,
Maia Kviralashvili, Keti Kamushadze, Zviad Meburishvili)
and Cultural Heritage Rehabilitation Centre.

Animation and slideshow - Aleksandre Makashvili.

Gremi
MUSEUM
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330060 dms Loznbggdol dgamgdal Mwowgbo bo-
Bogmo 3obgmdos g4dbomo. XVI Lowy3mbgd by@mon-

dmdmamgdal, 3goemolb 3bs@gemmdal, mJmmaddsb-
005390mbol, bogofagmdal bayzgomgbm 60dwdgda
dqdma3z0bobs.
dgamgdab ¢358gbmds 3obgmol dgmgoms 339000~
s Jgbermmgdmema.

od  3gMomeonl  mgmmdggommdals

Artistie lifg

The majority of Georgian late medieval monuments
were built in Kakheti. The 16" c left us with some of
the best architecture, frescoes, gold sculpture and
embroidery. Most of the goldsmith work done in this
period was ordered by Kakhetian kings.

8065dmbb6s. XV b. Jgbememgdmmos gomgo Vill-ob s 359000 (b9d/63)
Shroud Christ. 15 c. Commissioned by King Giorgi VIII (MFA/GNM)
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3m396@0. 8% 00bddmEmols jomgmo baGo. XVI b.69,5X59. 396 3bemo dmmg@Gmemo.
J9B0@s3b jobos dga0b jotob B065ddmgemb — ggoemodgb (bgd/ba). gmEm 3. emggegs
Alaverdi. Triptych with Icon of the Virgin with the Child. 16" c. 69,5X59. Silver Gilded.
Donated by Philip, dean at the Kakhetian Royal Court (MFA/GNM). Photo by Sh. Lejava




3m3396@0. 68. bogmenmdo. XVI b. 28,5X20. mgeen.

bodo Jgbememgdmmos semgfbobomg (1574-1605) joboro
39930b 05 3390000 (b9/63).

B 3. rggoge

Alaverdi. St. Nicholas. 16" c. 28,5X20. Gold. The Icon was
made by order of king Alexsander (1574-1605) (MFA/GNM)
Photo by Sh. Lejava

Ha3nbL
I TRRCHE) 375730

530008509 %5. 0m5bg bsormalbdzgdmob mogabyzggos. XVI b.
20X15. mgft5m. BstB960d0 (dma Bg) dmblgbogdmmos jobors
39239 oemgfbobooy (1574-1605) s Jobo Jgmemg mobscrnbo
(bd/b3). 3&m 3. emggszs

Davitgareja. Beheadig of St. John the Baptist. 16 c. 20X15.
Gold. The inscription (on the back side) mentions King of Kakheti
Alexander (1574-1605) and his wife Tinatin (MFA/GNM).

Photo by Sh. Lejava




Fm8ms. 086G 00bddmgemo yHBoo. XVI b. 49X41. mgem. 3obos dggal engmbols (1520-1574) 8gaemenob 00bs00b pgmezemols

J9bsbotma (bgd/bd). gmGm 8. mggsgs
Shuamta. The Virgin with the Child. 16" c. 49X41. Gold. Donated by Queen Tinatin, wife of king Leon (1520-1574)

(MFA/GNM). Photo by Sh. Lejava
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2800306568907 B0 Godsmo gmgddn, 1565 6. gmBm g. ogFHoGombo

Church of Archangels’ in Gremi, 1565. Photo by G. Bagrationi
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2800306568 9e7m Dos “ Godomo gm98dn. 2dFH0bIdmBgemo. gmGm J. crgegsgs
Church of Archangels’. Mother of God. Photo by Sh. Lejava




sbsmo dmsdos. XVI b.
New Shuamta. 16% ¢

@0860068dmBemob dmdob bobgenmdab gimgbos sbsem dmsdosda, XVI b. gm@m d. cnggegs
New Shuamta church of the Birth of Mother of God. 16 c. Photo by Sh. Lejava

Ha3nb
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@8@0006ddmBemals dmdolb bobgenmal g3mmgbos sbsem dnsdomsdn, XVI b. am@m d. cnggegs
New Shuamta church of the Birth of Mother of God, 16 c. Photo by Sh. Lejava




aMq8mobss  ©539390M9dmman  bgmbsbg®m Bogbos
35069M5(3. 8500 dmEnbss ,Jstmmoals (sbmzmgdab®
865 Egmpmabgmmo babbs, Hmdgmoag 1479-1495
Bergddo, mormasmo-rgemaeelb bgb@eb-esdy-
®5b0b, dabo dob, 3obms dgg3g semgdbobomyg -0l s
gmpsem 6ol dMdsbgdno gomsnbgms.

0065006 ©gomgmal  ©s33gm0mss dgbfmmgdy-
™o 03000b3dmMdemal, MmJBmmn s Mm3zmgdom asb-

gmdoemo bs@o — dgbotrmma dqsdmal Imbab@o-
Lomgol, mg3ebol ©s3ggmom — dosbmzmal bo@a
339M0bomzgal, smgdLbsbomy jobms dggal dngm
dgbocyema oo bsgnmobgzmobbabs gzstn am-
0bxaMob g3emgboabamgab.

Jom3bsbol bods68nbos
Saint Saba Church in Kardakhani

Ha3nb
I TFRRCEE) 375730

Calligraphic books were also made in Gremi, includ-
ing Queen Anna’s list in Kartlis Tskhovreba (The Geor-
gian Chronicles), a copy of which was made between
1479 and 1495 at the request of Queen of Queens
Nestan-Darejan, her son King Alexander | and Queen
Anna.

Queen Tinatin ordered a painting of an icon of the Vir-
gin Mary, which was adorned with gold and precious
stones and placed in the Shuamta Monastery. King Le-
van ordered an icon of Christ for Alaverdi Cathedral
and King Alexander donated a large cross to be placed
in front of the sanctuary at Gorisjvari Church.

According to Georgian historian Vakhushti Batonishvi-




3561380l (36mdom, mg3zs63s dmdgdbs ds3-0bdso-
mab 3ogh gods@mEmmo ©s 3833ecMdo asmsgmy-
o Lombolb g@oLddmdmol ba@o ,39933m s
Botrogmnbs Jmsmom GBomablbs bLomblbs dnbs.

dobo 3gxmbob EMmL sogm ©s dmabs@s gmgdal
»30035M50a9mM DN g3magbns, sbomma Bmsedmal
dmbsb@gn.

9356 3gxmab asbzstgmmgdom sngm Lsdgdalb g3-
mgbos 336d0, 63. bogmmmdal — 3589600, ggco-
61900L  dsbmarmm-boggddn (oaﬂoaoQ Bagomamal
M50m6Jd0).

9bGo3Ms30s RenBoMmms smmaggMmmols s bobmB-
dnbol  odMgdl, bombol dmbsbGgmb, dofm(zo-

li, King Levan found the icon of the Virgin Mary which
had been thrown into the River Mtkvari by Shah Is-
mail, and returned it to the Holy Sioni Cathedral of the
Dormition in Thilisi.

It was during King Levan’s reign that the Archangels’
Church of Gremi and the New Shuamta Monastery
were built and decorated.

He also ordered the construction of the Holy Trinity
(Sameba) Church of Alvani, the St Nicholas Church of
Matani and the Church of Supplication in Baxtalo-Zagemi
(currently in the Zakatala region of Azerbaijan).

Restoration work was also carried out on the churches
of Ninotsminda and Alaverdi, as well as Khirsi Monas-

ammobxzmob bsgagmobygaolbobs xgoma. XVI L. (bga/ba)

Altar Cross from GorisJvari. 16" c. (MFA/GNM)




606mb68nbsl bsdmgzenm, XVI L.
Ninotsminda Bell Tower, 16" c.

6ol 3FM0LIIMEmal g3mgbosl, sbyymal mgo
30mma0b, 39Msbsbal Lsdsbdobwsl s Lbg.

8dg6s LadMgzmmgda 6obmMB3nbrnls, sboemo damsd-
o0obs s afMgdol 3m33egdLgddo.

m93560L  6Mdsobgdom dmabs@s sy ©ggomn
93gbogdacg: 68. Lsdgdal dsbormagzs (VI-VIL LL.)
653830, 0msby Boomabd(398mal dsBaemoags (VIII-IX
LL.) 330630, 0moby bommnbad(3gdmal daboemags
(VII-IX bL.) bedgmgda, (3b6Gsgemol dabamoags (V-VI
blb.) 35@s630.

356 39530L (3bm3EMgdadngg dgnddbs dobo dznwn

J80@MGmmo 3mGHEMgGo — 93bo jobgoda (sem-
356d0, 6736930, sbaem JMsdmadn, gMgddn, jobo-
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T

sbsemo dnsdmab bodmggemm, XVI b.
New Shuamta Bell Tower, 16% c.

tery, the Bartsani Virgin Mary Church, the Church of
White George in Atskuri and Saint Saba Church in Kar-
dakhani among others.

Were built Bell Towers in the complexes of Ninotsmin-
da, New Shuamta and Gremi.

Earlier churches were also decorated during Levan’s
reign. Among these were the 6-7" cc Holy Trinity ba-
silica in Khashmi, the 8"-9t cc basilicas of St John the
Baptist in Alvani and Sabue and the Tskhrakara (Nine
Gates) Basilica in Matani, dating from the 5% -6 cc.

Seven portraits were made of King Levan while he was
alive — six in Kakheti ( Alvani, Nekrisi, New Shuamta,
Gremi, Katsareti Sameba and at the St John the Bap-



ool Lsdgdsdn, Ladmglb Bommabd(3gdgmda (53-
998500 ot oﬁbgbmbb) 5 gfhmo s5mmbols 80)0%3,
Bommmgmbolb dmbsbgmol bamMmedgdmdn. ¢ndgo-
sogbo dgdmbggzes — gfmn s 08839 oLEMEY-
mo 3060b dz000 3mOGMgGImo asdmbabamads,

JgbEmmadmmo  g4zbo smgmemo Bemol gob63sgemm-
3530 (1518-1578).

aMg30 aym doogmbgdal bystim dgx;g-3mg® ogo-
39Msbabogal.

638. bogmemm bols §odstin
85856da, XVI L.

Church of St Nikolas
in Matani, 16" c.

tist church at Sabue, now in ruins-and one on Mount
Athos in Greece in the refectory of Philotheou Monas-
tery. It is very rare that seven portraits of the same his-
torical figure have been made within sixty years (from
1518 and 1578).

Gremi was also a source of inspiration for the poet
King Teimuraz.
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