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Master’'s Thesis - Alexander Tsagarel

“Sociology of taste, class taste and the reasons of distinctions”

The main goal of my master’s thesis is : to explain the reasons for the class distinctions
in taste and reveal the major indicators, according to which they alter and change; research the
significance, that represents the sense and the goal at the same time, more specifically define the
significance of complexity variable in sociology of taste; determine the role of practical
difficulties in class taste and in the content complexity of the taste object itself; State that,
cognitive(comprehensive) complexity and mutual negation variable is the principle component in
taste legitimation and class taste distinctions.

The master’s thesis concentrates on several missions:

Research the world history experience of class taste practices

Research the reasons for class taste changes and define the results in new historic epochs,
following the bourgeois revolution and in post-modern state.

Display the complexity significance of cognitive (comprehensive) variable in distinctions of class
taste, and determine why, there is complexity component in different forms of taste.

Characterize religious, political, material and other contextual influences in culture and single out
the universal variables.

Main outcomes — It is obvious, that distinctions in taste and consumption, built on the givens of
inequality, have always existed during the entire historic epoch, up to this day. The Only natural
legitimacy of splendor, valuables and distinctness was in its limited amount and diversity. Humans
have always craved for diversity and separation, which in given circumstances, basically divided
people in dominant and oppressed sides. The high class constantly aspired exclusiveness and
distance from the outside world, including the masses and naturalness. Accordingly, this created
a dilemma of accessibility and inaccessibility, the diverse understanding of difficult and simple,
clear and unclear. Together with epochal development, during which class signs were gradually
broken, naturally aesthetic differences increased according to strata. It may be that, those
representing the so called “saint culture”, try to separate from others by focusing on aesthetic

emphasis, while formal feudal boundaries or exclusive spaces are sensibly less than ever. The use
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of contemporary author’s researches, multidisciplinary approach, interesting combination of
literature, new method of explaining the reasons and means of distinctness, complexity and
distance variables, and explaining art of the epochal changes, allow future studies of new

prospects for success.
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