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berZnuli da qarTuli miTolo-

giis Tanaxmad, qalaqi quTaisi 

(antikuri wyaroebis mixedviT – 

aia, quTaia, quTaTisi), sadac niko 

berZeniSvilis saxelobis quTaisis 

saxelmwifo istoriuli muzeumi 

mdebareobs, qveynis erT-erTi 

uZvelesi qalaqia da daaxloebiT 

3000 wels iTvlis. apolonios ro-

doselis “argonavtikis” (Zv. w. III s.) 

mixedviT, swored aiadan gaitaces 

argonavtebma oqros sawmisi kolx-

eTis mefe aietis grZneuli qal-

iSvilis medeas daxmarebiT. xolo 

bizantieli istorikosis prokopi 

kesarielis (VI s.) cnobiT, mdinare 

rionis “sanapiroebTan Zveladve 

kolxebs augiaT cixe... maSin am 

cixes kotaions uwodebdnen elin-

uri eniT, amJamad ki mas lazebi 

quTaTiss eZaxian...”

Argonautai - route creted by Maris Stella 
argonavtebis mogzaurobis marSruti. aRdgenilia maris stelas mier

Kutaisi belongs to the list of ancient 

cities in the world (ancient names:  Aea/

Aia, Kutatisi, Kutaïssi). According to the 

Georgian legend and Greek mythology and 

archaeological researches Kutaisi is about 

3 thousand years old city. From here was 

stolen Golden Fleece by the Argonauts 

with help of Medea, the daughter of 

Colchian King Aiet (Apollonius of Rhodes, 

Argonautica, III c. BC). There always was a 

great interest from Greek-Romanian and 

Iran-Arabian invaders in Colkheti and in its 

capital Kutaisi. Kutaisi always has been the 

capital city firstly in the ancient Colchis (XIII-

VII cc. BC, than in Egris-Lazika and Egris-

Abkhazia and at last in the united Georgia 

until XII century. 

Bagrat III (960 –1014), King of the 

Abkhazians from 978 on (as Bagrat II) and 

King of Georgia united these two titles by 
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Tavdapirvelad, Zv. w. XIII-VII sau-

kuneebSi quTaisi uZvelesi qarTu-

li saxelmwifos kolxeTis (kolxa, 

Zv.w. III s.), Semdeg ki egris-lazikisa 

(VI s.) da egris-afxazeTis gaer-

Tianebuli samefos (VIII s. bolo) 

sataxto qalaqs warmoadgenda. 978 

wels bagrat III-m (960-1014 ww.) ax-

ladgaerTianebuli saqarTvelos 

dedaqalaqi quTaisSi gadmoitana 

da qalaqs ucxoel dampyrobTa 

winaaRmdeg qveynis daqsaqsuli 

Zalebis gamaerTianeblis funqcia 

mianiWa. swored aq ekurTxa mefed 

saqarTvelos udidesi saxelm-

wifo moRvawe da mxedarTmTavari 

daviT IV aRmaSenebeli (1073-1125 

ww.), romelmac “ganavrco qveya-

na nikofsiidan darubandamde”, 

quTaisTan axlos aago gelaTis 

taZari, sadac daarsa gelaTis 

akademia, romelsac Tanamedro-

veni “sxuad aTinad” ixseniebdnen 

da mniSvnelovan kulturul -sagan-

manaTleblo keras warmoadgenda. 

1122 wels, arabTa mmarTvelobisgan 

Tbilisis gaTavisuflebis Semdeg, 

daviT aRmaSenebelma samefo taxti 

TbilisSi gadaitana, xolo quTaisi 

kvlav erTiani saqarTvelos mefeTa 

samyofelad da rezidenciad darCa. 

1489 wlidan, erTiani qarTuli sax-

elmwifos daSlis Semdeg, quTaisi 

imereTis samefos dedaqalaqia da 

kvlav gvevlineba mterTan brZo-

laSi samefos calkeul samTavroTa 

gamaerTianebel centrad. 

Temurlengis gamanadgurebeli 

laSqrobebisa (1403 w.) da osma-

Bagrat III (960-1014)
King of Georgia in 978-1014

Gelati monastery fresco. XI c.

bagrat III (960-1014 ww.)
 saqarTvelos mefe 978-1014 wlebSi

gelaTis monastris freska. XI s.

dynastic inheritance and, through conquest 

and diplomacy, added some more lands 

to his realm, effectively becoming the 

first king of what is generally known as a 

unified Georgian monarchy. He oversaw 

the construction of Bagrati Cathedral in 

Kutaisi – in capital city of united Georgian 

kingdom from 978 to 1122 CE and from the 

XV century until 1810 it was the capital of 

the Imeretian Kingdom.

Right here was crowned 16 years old 

David Agmashenebeli (Builder), the great-

est military leader and merited king (1073-

1125). Despite his age, he succeeded in 

driving the Seljuk Turks out of the country, 

hisreforms of the army and administration 

enabled him to reunite the country and 

bring most of the lands of the Caucasus 

under Georgia’s control. Besides, King 

David gave close attention to the educa-
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loTa Semosevebis (1669-1691 ww.) 

Sedegad, quTaisi aoxrda da mo-

saxleoba gaiJlita, magram imere-

Tis sataxto qalaqma mainc SeZlo 

SeenarCunebina odindeli mniSvn-

eloba. imereTis mefe solomon 

I-is (1735-1784 ww.) mier quTaisidan 

osmaloTa gandevnis periodidan 

(1770 w.) ki, safuZveli Caeyara qa-

laqis aRorZinebas: aSenda axali 

nagebobebi, gaizarda mosaxleobis 

raodenoba, gaixsna asamde savaWro 

saxli, daarsda pirveli stamba 

David Agmashenebeli (1073-1125)
King of Georgia in 1089-1125
Gelati monastery fresco. XI c.

daviT aRmaSenebeli (1073-1125 ww.)
 saqarTvelos mefe 1089-1125 wlebSi
gelaTis monastris freska. XI s.

Solomon I (1735-1784)
King of Imereti in 1752-1784

solomon I (1735-1784 ww.)
 imereTis mefe 1752-1784 wlebSi

tion. At the time of David the Builder there 

were quite a few schools and academies 

in Georgia, among which Gelati Academy 

occupies a special place (so-called a second 

Athens) and other cultural-enlightenment 

and scholarly centers in Georgia. 

Since the second half of XIX century 

Kutaisi is a centre of Imereti province and 

is introducing Georgian national-liberation 

movement. In the beginning of XX century 

Kutaisi was one of the important initiator 

in intellectual and literary life with our fa-

mous and merited people, who were born 

in Kutaisi.
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(1800 w.). qalaqis aRmavloba solo-

mon II-is mmarTvelobis wlebSic 

gagrZelda. mas Semdeg, rac 1804 

wels solomon II iZulebuli gaxda 

ruseTis imperiis qveSevrdomoba 

mieRo,  ruseTis xelisuflebam 

1810 wels gaauqma imereTis samefo 

mmarTveloba da quTaisi imereTis 

olqis administraciul centrad 

gamocxadda.

quTaisisa da imereTis  mxaris 

mier ganvlil xangrZlivi da mS-

foTvare istoriis gzas naTlad 

asaxavs quTaisis saxelmwifo is-

toriuli muzeumis fondebSi dac-

uli 200 aTasze meti eqsponati, 

romlebic umdidres masalas war-

moadgens saqarTvelosa da maxlo-

beli qveynebis urTierTobebisa 

da politikur-istoriuli proce-

sebis srulyofilad kvlevisa da 

gaazrebisaTvis.

Gelati Academy. 1106

gelaTis akademia. 1106 w.

Bagrati Monastery. Boundary of X-XI cc.

bagratis taZari. X-XI ss. mijna  
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muzeumis  daarseba

XIX saukunis II naxevridan quTaisi 

imereTis guberniis centria da 

kulturul-saganmanaTleblo 

saqmianobis mniSvnelovan keras 

warmoadgens. XX saukunis dasawy-

isisaTvis saqarTvelos kulturul 

cxovrebaSi ar momxdara raime 

mniSvnelovani movlena, romlis 

iniciatori da wamomwyebi quTaisSi 

moRvawe eris saxelovani Svilebi 

ar yofiliyvnen. 1881 wels swored 

quTaisSi wamoiWra dasavleT saqa-

rTvelos istoriuli muzeumis 

daarsebis sakiTxic, maSin, roca aq 

ruseTis arqeologTa V yriloba 

gaimarTa. yrilobaze Camosul st-

umrebze waruSleli STabeWdileba 

mouxdenia qalaqs da mis Semoga-

rens, kerZod, XII saukunis brwyin-

ESTABLISHING  OF  THE  MUSEUM
In 1881 participants of V archaeological 

congress visited Kutaisi. Seeing Kutaisi and 

antiquities nearby of it, such as Gelati Mon-

astery, made a great impression on Russian 

visitors. This inheritance was unknown 

for them for that time. So, they decided 

to create a museum or a fund to protect 

oldest antiquities, but the idea could not 

been implemented then. Only in 1907 was 

developed the idea about foundation of 

the museum. 

In December 4, 1911, in Kutaisi’s high-

school was arranged the meeting, in which 

was decided to create an independent 

historical and ethnographical society in 

Kutaisi. T. Japaridze, G. Gvelesiani, A. To-

radze, S. Kvariani and G. Jorjikia created 

guidelines of this society. In June 4, 1912 

government affirmed those guidelines and 

View of old Kutaisi. The second half of XIX c.

Zveli quTaisis xedi. XIX s-is II naxevari
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vale Zegls - gelaTis monasters, 

masSi daculi  erovnuli kul-

turuli memkvidreobis unikalur 

da uZveles nimuSebs, romlebic 

faqtobrivad ucnobi iyo im drois 

garesamyarosaTvis. 

samwuxarod,  adgilobrivi 

muzeumis daarseba im wlebSi ver 

moxerxda da es sakiTxi kvlav mx-

olod mas Semdeg wamoiWra, roca 

1911 wlis 4 dekembers quTaisis qa-

rTul gimnaziaSi gaimarTa inteli-

genciis warmomadgenelTa kreba, 

romelmac miiRo gadawyvetileba 

quTaisSi istoriisa da eTnografi-

is damoukidebeli sazogadoebis 

daarsebis Sesaxeb. 1912 wlis 17 

ivniss ki, mTavrobam daamtkica 

wesdeba da quTaisSi daarsda saist-

in Kutaisi was founded historical and eth-

nographical society with museum depart-

ment. Since the time is Kutaisi historical 

museum is established. Founders of the 

society were Joseph and Simeon Otskheli, 

Triphon Japaridze, Samson Kipiani and 

Konstantie Jorjikia.  

Since the day of foundation the society 

had begun to found Georgian national mu-

seum. To reach the idea was important to 

create the funds of museum. At the same 

time government began to collect the 

archaeological, historical and ethnographi-

cal materials, what was disordered among 

the population. The main reason to collect 

these artifacts was historical, cultural and 

archaeological researches for future scien-

tist, who had to study past historical time 

of our country. 

Gelati Monastery Complex. 1106-1126

gelaTis samonastro kompleqsi. 1106-1126 ww.
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orio-saeTnografio sazogadoeba, 

romelSic samuzeumo ganyofile-

bac Sedioda (swored aqedan iTv-

lis Tavis arsebobas quTaisis is-

toriuli muzeumi). sazogadoebam 

(damfuZneblebi: ioseb da simon 

ocxelebi, trifon jafariZe, sam-

son yifiani, konstantine jorjik-

ia) Seqmnis dRidanve miznad daisaxa 

quTaisSi erovnuli muzeumis 

daarseba da iwyo zrunva samuzeumo 

fondis Sesaqmnelad - mosaxleoba-

Si gafantul istoriul, arqeolo-

giur da eTnografiul siZveleTa 

Sesagroveblad. 

Kutaisi State University
Museum space in 1923

quTaisis saxelmwifo universiteti 
(muzeumis adgilsamyofeli 1923 wels)

Icon of the Virgin (From Gelati Monastery). Gold, siver. XVI c.

gelaTis RmrTismSoblis xati
(gelaTis monastridan), oqro, vercxli. XVI s.
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muzeumis fondis SeqmnaSi saist-

orio-saeTnografio sazogadoebas 

didi daxmareba gauwies Tavadazn-

aurTa ojaxebma, saidanac Zvirfas 

samuzeumo nivTebs sazogadoeba 

ufasod iRebda (gansakuTrebiT 

aRsaniSnavia cnobili qarTve-

li sazogado moRvawis kirile 

lorTqifaniZis wvlili, romelmac 

muzeums sakuTari umdidresi lit-

eraturuli arqivi da biblioTeka 

Seswira). garda amisa, moewyo eT-

nografiuli eqspediciebi mTel 

dasavleT saqarTveloSi (Sorap-

nis, raWis, leCxumis, ozurgeTisa 

da zugdidis mazrebSi, afxazeTsa 

da svaneTSi) samuzeumo nivTebis 

SesaZenad Tu Semowirulobis mo-

saZieblad. 

ase rom, roca saqarTvelos 

ganaTlebis saxalxo komisris 

brZanebiT, 1922 wlis dekember-

Si quTaisSi daarsda saistorio 

muzeumi, masSi ganTavsda saist-

orio-saeTnografio sazogadoe-

bis kuTvnili sakmaod mdidari 

samuzeumo koleqciebi da uni-

kaluri biblioTeka. muzeumis 

SenobaSi gadatanili iqna sabWoTa 

xelisuflebis mier gauqmebuli 

sxvadasxva sazogadoebrivi orga-

nizaciebis arqivebic, ramac, Tavis 

mxriv, ufro mravalferovani gaxa-

da muzeumis masalebi da gazarda 

mkvlevarTa interesic. muzeumis 

daarsebisTanave, misi pirveli 

direqtoris, trifon jafariZis 

iniciativiT, 1923 wlis 10 ivniss 

quTaisis I Sromis skolis darbazSi 

During the creation process national 

museum society was helped by Georgian 

Dukes and Duchesses families. They were 

presented precious things. Pupils and 

students took great part to collect those 

exhibits too. Also famous Georgian Kiril 

Lortkipanidze donated museum his own 

literary archives and unique library. 

To discover old antiquities the govern-

ment had founded agent service in the 

whole west Georgia. They had been col-

lecting materials from Shorapani, Racha, 

Lechkhumi, Ozurgeti, Zugdidi, Abkhazeti 

and Svaneti. Sometimes there was orga-

nized small expedition for this reason.    

Rhyton. Bronze. IV-III cc. BC

ritoni. brinjao, Zv. w. IV-III ss.
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(axlandeli ak. wereTlis saxelo-

bis quTaisis saxelmwifo univer-

sitetis Senoba) sazeimod gaixsna 

muzeumis pirveli gamofena, ramac 

sazogadoebis didi mowoneba daim-

saxura.

ukve 1930 wlisaTvis, quTai-

sis istoriul-eTnografiuli 

muzeumi saqarTvelos erT-erT 

mniSvnelovan samecniero-kvleviT 

da kulturul centrad Camoy-

alibda, mniSvnelovnad gamdidrda 

misi fondsacavic. aRsaniSnavia, 

rom trifon jafariZem, rogorc 

siZveleTa da xelovnebis ZeglTa 

dacvis rwmunebulma (iseve, ro-

gorc SemdegSi giorgi boWoriZem) 

udidesi roli Seasrula imereTis 

In December of 1992 museum depart-

ment got a status of independent institu-

tion according to the Georgian Ministry 

of Education commissariat’s edict. Tripon 

Japaridze, the firs director of museum 

decided to make an exhibition to show 

the public and to assure them with well 

preserved collection.  In June 10, 1923 was 

opened museum’s first exhibition, which 

merited greatest likes and acknowledg-

ments from society.  

When we are talking about Kutaisi 

Museum, we have to remember its first di-

rector Tripon Japaridze. He made museum 

the top centre of scientific researches and 

culture in 1930. Significant was growing of 

its funds. It was a result of collective work 

of society. 

Gospel. Parchment, Nuskhuri. 280 p. 24X18 cm. XII c. Motsameta

oTxTavi. etrati, nusxuri. 280 furceli. 24X18 sm. XII s. mowameTa
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teritoriaze arsebul istoriul 

ZeglTa dacvis saqmeSic. 1923 wels, 

roca sabWoTa xelisuflebam aqti-

urad wamoiwyo eklesiebis vandal-

uri ganadgurebis kampania, trifon 

jafariZem yvelaferi iRona, raTa 

gelaTis monasteri Zeglad da 

muzeumis filialad gamocxadebu-

liyo da masSi daculi erovnuli 

saganZuri muzeumSi gadaetana. 

Tumca, mogvianebiT, TviTonac 

emsxverpla 30-iani wlebis repre-

siebs.

wlebis ganmavlobaSi (gansa-

kuTrebiT XX saukunis 60-iani 

wlebidan) quTaisis istoriul-

eTnografiuli muzeumis fondi 

mniSvnelovnad gamdidrda qveynis 

kulturisa da istoriis sxvadasxva 

periodis amsaxveli eqsponate-

In 1923 there began ruining of churches 

and protests against the religious. It 

became dangerous to destroy Georgian 

forged art’s unique models - icons and 

unique manuscripts. Tr. Japaridze did every-

thing to protect those exhibits. He reached 

the decision about Gelati Monastery (now 

UNESCO World Heritage Site) treasure and 

brought them to museum and announced 

it as memorial museum and branch of main 

museum. He also protected St. Relics of St. 

Brothers David and Konstantin. Those saint 

materials were kept in Kutaisi museum 

until the beginning liturgy in Motsameta 

Monastery.  Unfortunately he died during 

the repressions in 1930. 

After expedition in 1925-1926 in west 

Georgia collected artifacts were given to 

Kutaisi’s museum. In 1924 Peter Chabukiani 

Kutaisian attorney in protection antiquities, 

Epitaphion. Satin, golden wire, 1664

gardamoxsna. atlasi, oqromkedi, 1664 w.
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biT. 1965 wels muzeums mieniWa 

akademikos niko berZeniSvilis 

saxeli da masSi Camoyalibda axali 

ganyofilebebi. muzeumi aqtiur 

samecniero-kvleviT saqmianobas 

eweva da warmatebiT aviTarebs 

kulturul-saganmanaTleblo 

funqcias. 1968 wels ki, muzeu-

mis TanamSromlebma safuZveli 

Cauyares muzeumis samecniero-

kvleviTi masalebis krebulis ga-

mocemis tradicias, rac amJamadac 

grZeldeba (dRemde gamocemulia 

20 krebuli). 1970 wels muzeumisa 

da misi imJamindeli direqtoris 

mixeil nikoleiSvilis uSualo 

iniciativiT, daarsebuli iqna ge-

art and paleontological monument found 

in Tetramitsa, nearby Kutaisi, settlement of 

Neolithic humanity. It was the first discov-

ery of Neolith culture in Georgia. 

Since second half of XX century the 

museum had successfully enriched fund 

and had interesting researches. In 1965 

museum was named after Niko Berdzen-

ishveli. There were created departments: 

funds, old history, middle centuries and art, 

modern history, ethnography and cultural- 

instructive.  Since 1968 museum began to 

Gryphon. Bronze, Sasanian period

grifoni. brinjao, sasanuri periodi

Archangel Gabriel (detail of St. Nicholas 
Icon). Cloisonne enamel, Gold. XI c.

gabriel mTavarangelozi
(wm. nikolozis xatis detali)

tixruli minanqari, oqro, XI s.
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laTis saxalxo akademia, romelic 

miznad isaxavda Zveli akademiis 

mecnieruli memkvidreobisa da 

erovnuli kulturis problemebis 

Seswavlas. garda amisa, muzeumi 

yovelwliurad awyobda mxaris 

Semswavlel eqspediciebs, ukve 

sami aTeuli welia, muzeumis monaw-

ileobiT warmatebiT mimdinareobs 

quTaisisa da misi Semogarenis 

(bagrati, gelaTi, mowameTa) arqe-

ologiuri kvlevebi, ewyoba droe-

biTi gamofenebi da xorcieldeba 

sxvadasxva tipis saganmanaTleblo 

programebi.

90-iani wlebis movlenebma mniS-

vnelovnad Seaferxa muzeumis 

saqmianoba da gaauaresa misi mate-

rialur-teqnikuri baza, ris gamoc 

muzeumis fondebi qalaqis oTx sx-

vadasxva SenobaSi iqna gadatanili. 

muzeumis xelmZRvanelobam (direq-

tori prof. omar lanCava) wamoiwyo 

zrunva muzeumis axal sivrceSi 

ganTavsebisaTvis, rac mimdinare 

wels warmatebiT dasrulda dawe-

sebulebisaTvis yofili erovnuli 

bankis Senobis gadacemiT (inJiner 

v. saxarovis proeqti, 1894-1896 ww.), 

romelSic samuzeumo koleqciebis 

ganTavsebisa da eqsponirebis sa-

muSaoebi Catardeba Tanamedrove 

samuzeumo standartebis gaTval-

iswinebiT. 

dReisaTvis niko berZeniSvilis 

saxelobis quTaisis saxelmwifo 

istoriuli muzeumi saqarTvelos 

erT-erTi umdidresi ganZTsacavi 

da mniSvnelovani samecniero-

publish its own scientific articles by muse-

um’s scientists. For today 20 collections are 

issued. Almost in every year museum has 

its own expedition in Kutaisi and nearby. 

For results there is a Hugh archaeological 

research in Bagrati, Gelati and Motsam-

Fertility anthropomorphic figurine
Bronze, VII-VI cc. BC

iTifaluri qandakeba
 brinjao, Zv. w. VII-VI s.
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saganmanaTleblo dawesebulebaa. 

arqeologiis, eTnografiis, numiz-

matikis, Weduri xelovnebis, te-

qstilis,  xelnawerTa, epigrafikis, 

foto da sxvadasxva tipis saarqivo 

masalebis 200 aTasze meti nimuSi  

SesaniSnav masalas warmoadgens ara 

mxolod saqarTvelos mravalsau-

kunovani kulturuli memkvidreo-

bis gacnobisa da SeswavlisaTvis, 

aramed axali, sakmaod tevadi in-

formaciiT gaamdidrebs axlo aR-

mosavleTis qveynebis istoriisa da 

kulturis kvleva-Ziebis saqmesac.

eta during 30 years. In 1970 Gelati public 

academy was founded. Its future reason 

had to study problems of old academy and 

make propaganda of modern researches. 

In academy were teaching Georgian and 

foreign teachers and professors. 

Permanent exhibitions are displayed in 

10 spaces on two floors. In 2005 had fin-

ished reconstruction of the “Gold Treasury” 

hall, and at the moment the permanent 

display there is done according the modern 

standards. In 2006 have started rehabilita-

tion of the museum – a full reconstruction 

of the facilities according the international 

standard.

Today’s the museum houses more than 

200 thousand items of cultural heritage of 

the country (from IX-VII cc. BC up to late 

medieval times). Among them are: Bronze 

Age and Antiquity period monuments – 

archaeological discoveries from western 

Georgia, rare samples Georgian, Roman, 

Byzantine and Oriental history, everyday life 

and culture rare objects, collection of old-

est epigraphic monuments and Georgian 

manuscripts – rare charters, ethnographic 

materials, significant samples of items 

(goldsmith works, metalwork, ceramics, 

leather, glassworks, textiles, woodcuts).

Kutaisi Historical Museum
Museum space till 2011

quTaisis istoriuli muzeumi 
(muzeumis adgilsamyofeli 2011 wlamde)
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Gospel’s Miniature. Paper, golden ink, colour pigment. 11.5X8.5 cm. XV c.

XV s-is oTxTAvis miniatura. qaRaldi, oqromelani, feradi saRebavi. 11.5X8.5 sm.
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arqeologiuri  koleqcia

bunebisa da paleontolo-

giis fondi. quTaisis saxelmwifo 

istoriuli muzeumis bunebisa 

da paleontologiis ganyofile-

baSi ZiriTadad ganTavsebulia 

geologiuri da paleontologiuri 

nivTebis koleqciebi. maTi ZiriTa-

di nawili mopovebulia dasavleT 

saqarTvelos, kerZod ki imereTis 

teritoriaze, romelic Zalze mdi-

daria sasargeblo wiaRiseuliT.

sakmaod mravalferovani pale-

ontologiuri fondis (amonitebi, 

belemnitebi, cxovelTa da mcena-

reTa anabeWdebi, zRvis sxvadasxva 

binadarTa gaqvavebuli formebi 

riyis qvebsa Tu kirqvebze) Seswav-

Fund Of nature and paleontology. They 

had been gathered in the museum since 

the day of its foundation. We meet there 

collections of minerals of different kinds, 

metal ores, precious stones, fossil organ-

isms and their prints, which are the first 

and the most important among natural 

objects. They give us a chance to ascertain 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL  COLLECTION

la cxadyofs, rom am teritoriaze 

es organizmebi daaxloebiT 200-

150 milioni wlis win arsebobda. 

fondSi mravladaa xis merqnis gaq-

vavebuli nimuSebi,  romelTa asaki 

275-185 milioni welia da paleo-

zouri xanis qvanaxSirisa da per-

mul periodebs ukavSirdeba. maTi 

mravalsaxeoba da gavrcelebis 

sixSire naTlad migvaniSnebs, rom 

saqarTvelos teritoriis es mon-

akveTi, gardasul epoqebSi tropi-

kuli zRviT yofila dafaruli.

muzeumSi daculia paleoanTro-

pologiuri koleqcia, romelTa 

nawili mopovebulia imereTis 

teritoriaze Catarebuli arqe-

ologiuri gaTxrebis Sedegad; 

agreTve geologiuri koleqcia, 

romelSic daculia sxvadasxva 

liTonis madnebisa da mineralebis 

mravalferovani nimuSebi.

how flora and fauna of Georgia had been 

changing in the past geological epochs. In 

mentioned collections there are gathered 

the earliest remainders of animals, which 

age is 300-200 million years. Variety of 

ammonites, belemnites, sea-urchins and 

mollusks wide spread on the territory of 

Georgia points out that once this most 

beautiful area was covered with the sea.
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quTaisis muzeumis mravalfero-

van fondebs Soris mniSvnelovani 

adgili ukavia arqeologiur 

fonds, romelic 40  000-ze met 

eqsponats iTvlis. maTi umete-

soba mopovebulia quTaissa da mis 

SemogarenSi Catarebuli gegmazo-

mieri arqeologiuri gaTxrebis 

Sedegad, nawili ki SemTxveviT mo-

napovars warmoadgens. arqeologi-

uri masalebi, romelTa Segroveba 

jer kidev 1912 wlidan daiwyo,  

muzeumSi Semosulia dasavleT 

saqarTvelos sxvadasxva kuTxidan 

(imereTi, raWa, leCxumi, svaneTi, 

guria, samegrelo, aWara, afxaze-

Ti), xolo calkeuli eqsponatebi 

_ aRmosavleT da samxreT saqa-

rTvelodan, agreTve CrdiloeT 

kavkasiidan da TurqeTidan. 

a r q e o l o g i u r i  k o l e q c i a 

moicavs periods qveda paleoli-

Tidan gviani Suasaukuneebis CaT-

vliT. maT Sorisaa: sxvadasxva epo-

qis sameurneo, sanadiro da saomari 

Among the different collections, most 

interesting and different materials are kept 

in archaeological fund. It contains more 

than 40000 artifacts. Most part of this col-

lection was discovered during Kutaisi’s ar-

chaeological excavations and part of them 

is accidentally found materials. Collecting 

of these materials began since 1912 year. 

They are coming from different regions of 

Tiled grave. III c. BC. Kutaisi, 2005

kramitsamarxi. Zv. w. III s. quTaisi, 2005 w.
Archaeological excavations of antique 
period. Kutaisi, 2005

antikuri periodis namosaxlaris 
gaTxrebi. quTaisi, 2005 w.

Cochian amphore (upper part). IV c. BC

kolxuri amforis yeli. Zv. w. IV s.
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iaraRebi, sakulto da religiuri 

daniSnulebis nivTebi, qveynis ter-

itoriaze brinjaosa da rkinis met-

alurgiis ganviTarebis amsaxveli 

sagnebi, sameurneo yofis, saxviTi 

xelovnebis, mxaris eTnologiisa 

da saero cxovrebis amsaxveli mra-

valricxovani nimuSebi. 

koleqciaSi mniSvnelovani ad-

gili ukavia paleoliTis epo-

qis adamianTa cxovrebasTan da-

kavSirebul masalebs. quTaisis 

mxareSi uZveles adamianTa nakval-

evis Seswavla XIX saukunis 70-iani 

wlebidan mimdinareobs. rogorc 

mikvleuli masalebiT gairkva, aq, 

rion-wyalwiTelas xeobaSi (“saka-

Jia”, “orTvala mRvime”, “WaxaTa”, 

“cucxvaTi”, TeTramiwa da sxv.), 

imereTis teritoriaze mdebare 

bunebriv karstul mRvimeebsa da 

Ria sadgomebSi daaxloebiT 100 

aTasi wlis win ucxovria musties 

epoqis adamians, romelic meTevze-

obiTa da nadirobiT irCenda Tavs.

am periodisa da sazogadoebis 

ganviTarebis momdevno etapebis 

West Georgia and a small part comes from 

East, South and North parts of Georgia 

and even from North Caucasus and Turkey. 

Collection is dated from late Paleolithic to 

middle ages. The artifacts are shown with 

different kind of industrial, hunting and 

fighting weapons, also for cult practice and 

Ceramic flask. IV-III cc. BC

Tixis maTara. Zv. w. IV-III ss.

Colchian axe (Surmushi). IX-VIII cc. BC

kolxuri culi (surmuSi). Zv. w. IX-VIII ss.
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Female ithyphallic figure. Geguti. V c. BC

qalis iTifaluri qandakeba 
geguTi. Zv. w. V s.

religious materials. 

From XIX century in Kutaisi began study-

ing footprints of oldest humanity. Right 

here, about 100 thousand years ago in the 

gorge of rivers Rioni and Tskaltsitela lived 

the first human from the Middle Paleolithic 

age (Sakajia, Chakhata, Tsutckhvati, Tetra-

mitsa). There tracks were found in caves 

and in open spaces. This is an epoch when 

human’s main job was collecting of food, 

fishing and hunting. Proofing materials are 

shown in museum exhibition. 

 The next stage of development in hu-

man’s life is Neolithic period, when they 

began industrial thrift life. To illustrate this 

epoch there are a lots of flint spearheads, 

arrowheads, hand miles from Tetramitsa, 

Meloury, Akhaldaba and even from Kutaisi. 

With developing industry and castle-breed-

ing was developed handicraft productions, 

clay vessels knitting and sewing clothes too. 

In funds are kept ancient materials from 

different villages of Imereti (Dzevri, Sa-

chkhere, Low Simonety, Chiatura, Chkhari 

and Tkibuli). 

In archaeological fund there are repre-

sented various materials of so called Colchis 

culture: bronze axes- typical only for Colchis 

culture. Some of them are engraved and 

adorning with vegetable and geometrical 

ornaments, also with dears, dogs, fishes, 

dragons and with fylfot; weapons - bronze 

spearheads, arrowheads, poniards head 

of rods; things to decorate horses and 

human’s clothes too; bronze utensils frag-

ments with zoomorphic adornments and 

statues. Some of them have fertility mean-

ing. In this regard very interesting is bronze 

statue of the man from Persati (By the opin-
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(neoliT-eneoliTis, eneoliT-ad-

rebrinjaos epoqebi) Sesaxeb naTel 

warmodgenas qmnis muzeumSi dac-

uli mravalricxovani koleqcia: 

kaJis Subispirebi, isrispirebi, 

xelsafqvavebi, agreTve xelosno-

bis nimuSebi da keramikuli nawarmi 

imereTis sxvadasxva kuTxidan 

(sakuTriv quTaisi, TeTramiwa, 

melouri, Zevri, WiaTura, saCxere, 

tyibuli da sxv.). 

arqeologiis fondSi inaxeba 

kolxuri kulturis saxeliT  cno-

bili brinjaos nawarmis TiTqmis 

yvela saxeobis SesaniSnavi nimuSe-

bi: kolxuri culebi (maT Soris: 

gravirebuli,   mcenareuli da geo-

metriuli ornamentebiT, irmebis, 

ZaRlebis, Tevzebis, gveleSapisa da 

svastikis gamosaxulebebiT Semku-

li), sabrZolo iaraRi: Subispirebi, 

isrispirebi, satevrebi; samkaulebi 

da iTifaluri qandakebebi (fer-

saTi, gorisa, geguTi) da sxva.

koleqciaSi daculia saqarT-

veloSi ZvelTaganve damkvidrebul 

xaris kultTan dakavSirebuli 

araerTi arqeologiuri nimuSi. maT 

Soris,  xaris miniaturuli qanda-

keba (dRnorisa, Zv. w. VIII s.), aseve 

verZis (znakva), ZaRlis (quTaisi), 

cxvris (sviri, xomuli) brinjaos 

qandakebebi da mcire zomis sxva 

plastikuri xelovnebis nimuSebi. 

romlebic atarebs ara mxolod 

magiur, totemur da sakulto 

xasiaTs, aramed cxadyofs adami-

anTa uZvelesi tomebis esTetikur 

moTxovnilebebsa da gemovnebasac. Ox figure. Bronze, VIII c. BC
xaris qandakeba. brinjao, Zv. w. VIII s.

Beads. III c. BC
mZivebi. Zv. w. III s.

ion of scientists this is pagan idol Kviria).

Archaeological and Ethnographical ma-

terials are proofing development of oxen 

cult in Georgia. There is a tiny bronze oxen 

figure dated VIII c. BC. from Dgnorisa, simi-

lar statues are found in Maglaki as well. In 

numismatic funds are housed Colchis silver 

coins and they have imprinted oxen heads 
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arqeologiuri fondis mniS-

vnelovan nawils Seadgens anti-

kuri xanis masalebi (keramika, 

mina, rkina, monetebi), romlebic 

sayuradReboa kolxeTis social-

ekonomikuri, politikuri da kul-

turuli ganviTarebis Seswavlis 

TvalsazrisiT. mravalsaukunovani 

and are dated VI-IV cc. BC. There are as 

well sheep bronze figure from Znakva, dog 

figure from Kutaisi, sheep ceramic figures 

from Sviri, Dablagomi; sheep figure from 

Khomuli, dated from Eneolith epoch. That 

tiny plastic art works show development 

of magic rituals and religious sights, so hu-

manity development on this way.

In funds important role have ancient 

materials (pottery, glass, iron and coins) 

which are meaningful in studying Colchis 

(Kolkheti) with its social-economical and 

political-cultural development. During sev-

eral centuries seeking ancient city - Kutaisi 

was found in the plain of Kutaisi and im-

portant part of these artifacts are already 

in the museum’s collections. 

In different periods museum’s expedi-

tions had found materials from Greece, 

Rome, Middle Asia, Egypt-Syria and Iran 

which is a good example of trading relations 

with the rest word. From imported mate-

Bronze openwork buckles. II c. BC - II c. AD

brinjaos Wviruli balTebi. Zv. w. II s. - ax. w. II s.

Bells. Antique period

zarakebi. antikuri periodi



27

Ziebis Sedegad mikvleuli iqna an-

tikuri naqalaqari quTaisis vake 

nawilSi da adreantikuri xanis (Zv. 

w. V-IV ss.) samarxeuli kompleqsi 

“cacxvebis ubanSi” da sxv.  

sxvadasxva dros muzeumis samo-

qmedo zonis teritoriaze aRmoCe-

nil iqna berZnul-romauli, wina 

aziuri, egviptur-siriuli da 

iranuli warmomavlobis sxvadasxva 

saxeobis nawarmi (minis sanel-

sacxeblebi, vercxlis ritoni, 

Tixis Wraqebi, kanTarosebi, sa-

sanuri xanis brinjaos qandakeba 

grifonis gamosaxulebiT, oinox-

oia da sxv.), romelic cxadyofs 

garesamyarosTan farTo savaWro-

ekonomikur kontaqtebs.

fondSi mravladaa daculi wi-

naqristianuli xanis mxatvruli 

meliToneobis ukanaskneli eta-

pis amsaxveli nimuSebi (brinjaos 

Wviruli balTebi, romlebic Zv.w. 

II da ax. w. III ss-iT TariRdeba, Sua 

saukuneebis  keramikuli nawarmisa 

da rkinis sameurneo da sabrZolo 

iaraRebi, moWiquli keramikis 

koleqciebi, warweriani antefiqse-

bi da sxv. 

muzeumis mravalricxovani ar-

qeologiuri fondi ukanaskne-

li aTwleulebis manZilze mniS-

vnelovnad gamdidrda quTaisis ar-

qeologiuri eqspediciis 30-wliani 

muSaobis Sedegad aRmoCenili 

arqeologiuri masalebiT (30 aTasi 

erTeuli), romelic mTlianad ga-

daeca muzeums.

rials several artifacts are of great impor-

tance: glass made, silver rython, ceramic 

oil-lamps and Greek pottery types dated II 

c. BC, also a fragment of an amphora from 

Thasos, dated IV-III cc. BC. In museum also 

is an Iranian pestle from Bori and Sassanid 

bronze gryphon. We have to mention Col-

chis bronze buckles dated from II c. BC to 

III c. AD. These bronze materials are oldest 

and artifacts which were made by Colchis. 

In archaeological fund there are lots of 

materials from middle centuries: pottery 

and iron materials. Especially impressive 

are glassed pottery dishes, tiles and antefix 

rums with inscription.  

Museum’s archaeological department 

was enriched by new discovered artifacts 

several times during the last 30 years. 

Minotaurus. V c. BC

minotavri. Zv. w. V s.
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Materials from archaeological excavation of Bagrati Monastery (2009). VIII c. 

bagratis taZris samarxis masalebi. VIII s. aRmoCenilia 2009 wels
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Numismatic Collection. Among the 

funds of Kutaisi Museum numismatic ma-

terials take one of important and particular 

places, which reflect the century-old history 

of our country with particular exactness. 

The oldest coins, which are kept in the 

fund of numismatics are Colchis drachms 

coined in VI-V centuries BC. Here are also 

kept unique Colchis drachms coined in V 

century BC.

In the fund there are protected col-

lections of Colchis half-drachms coined in 

IV-III centuries B.C., which are represented 

as treasure of Kutaisi, Zarati, Khoni, Per-

sati, Dgnorisa, Meskheti and others. In the 

fund of numismatics there are preserved 

numizmatikis fondi. numiz-

matikuri koleqciis (kolxuri, 

bizantiuri, Turquli, sparsu-

li, arabuli da sxva monetebi) 

umetesoba ZiriTadad imereTis 

teritoriazea aRmoCenili, rac 

naTlad migvaniSnebs dasavleT 

saqarTvelos, kerZod quTaisis 

wamyvan rolze saqarTvelos poli-

tikur, ekonomikur Tu kulturul 

cxovrebaSi.

fondSi daculia kolxuri di-

draqma - uZvelesi moneta (Zv. w. 

VI s.), kolxuri draqma (Zv. w. V 

s.) lomis Tavis gamosaxulebiT, 

quTaisis, zaraTis, xonis, fersa-

Colchian Didrahma (Averse and reverse). VI c. BC

kolxuri didraqma (aversi da reversi). Zv. w. VI s.

Tis, dRnorisas, mesxeTis da sxva 

ganZebis saxeliT cnobili kolx-

uri naxevardraqmebis koleqciebi, 

romelTa gansakuTrebuli simrav-

le mowmobs Zveli kolxeTis eko-

nomikur siZlieres;  xolo aleqsan-

dre makedonelis oqros stateri, 

Alexander Macedonian’s golden and silver 

coins, golden Colchis coins of II-I centuries 

B.C., Greek, Roman, the Bosporus, Ptol-

emy’s Egyptian’s, Mithridates of Pontus  

also Byzantine and Sassanid coins. In the 

museum there are kept also Arabic coins 

of IX-X centuries, Byzantine golden and 
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kolxuri oqros staterebi (Zv. w. 

II-I ss.), berZnuli, romauli, pon-

tos, bosforis, midiis, parTiis, 

arabuli da bizantiuri, Turquli 

monetebi cxadyofs mis savaWro-

ekonomikur da kulturul urT-

ierTobebs gare samyarosTan.

fondSi didi raodenobiTaa 

daculi daviT aRmaSeneblis, gior-

gi III-is, Tamar mefis, rusudanis, 

demetre I-is, laSa giorgis, daviT 

narinis da saqarTvelos sxva mefe-

Ta mier moWrili monetebi, agreTve 

qarTuli fuli, e. w. “qarTuli Te-

Tri” Dda sxva monetebi.

electrum coins of XI century. In the fund 

there are preserved many coins of Giorgi 

III, Tamar Queen, Rusudani, Lasha Giorgi. 

Here is also the questionable coin of David 

Agmashenebeli (the Builder). There are also 

many Ottoman, Persian, Russian and Soviet 

coins and collections of paper-money, coins 

from different countries of the world. These 

numismatic materials are of a great impor-

tance for studying Georgian economical 

and political-cultural history.

Colchian drahma (Averse and reverse). V c. BC

kolxuri draqma (aversi da reversi). Zv. w. V s.

Colchian staters. III-I cc. BC

kolxuri staterebi. Zv. w. III-I ss.
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Alexander the Great’s coin. III c. BC

aleqsandre makedonelis moneta. Zv. w. III s.

Mithridates coin. I c. BC
miTridates moneta Zv. w. I s.

Roman Empire coins. I c. BC - I-II cc. AD
romis imperiis monetebi. Zv. w. I s. - ax. w. I-II ss.

Byzantine coins. VI-VII cc.

bizantiuri monetebi. VI-VII ss.

Cyrmaneuli Tetri. XII-XV cc.
kirmaneuli TeTri. XIII-XV ss.

Georgian tetri. 1821

qarTuli TeTri. 1821 w.
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eTnografiis  fondi

fondSi daculia aramarto 

imereTis mxarisa da saqarTvelos 

yofisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli ma-

salebi, aramed im ucxo qveynebis 

yofa-kulturis amsaxveli nivTebi, 

romlebTanac intensiuri urT-

ierToba hqonda dasavleT saqarT-

velos, kerZod, istoriuli imere-

Tis regions. eTnografiuli masa-

lebis raodenoba 8 000  erTeuls 

aRwevs. fondSi warmodgenilia 

liTonis, xis, tyavis, keramikis, 

mina-faifuris koleqciebi.

liTonebis nakeTobebis kole-

qciis fondi aerTianebs rkinis, 

In ethnographical fund of Kutaisi State 

Museum there are represented about 8000 

museum pieces. They contain period from 

XII to XX century. According to the materials 

it contains funds of metal, wooden, ceram-

ic, glass, china, leather, stone and textile 

things, which represent valuable materials 

for studying history of the region. In the 

fund of metal there are kept rare models 

of folk gold-smithery works, such as numer-

ous and various silver vessels for drinking: 

bowls, jugs, goblets and others; fretted and 

decorated belts, sabres, daggers. 

Exposition fragment
eqspoziciis fragmenti
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ETHNOGRAPHY  FUND

spilenZisa da TiTberisagan damza-

debul nivTebs, romelTa Soris 

mravladaa saojaxo moxmarebis 

WurWeli (TefSi, Tasi, qvabi, Tun-

gi da sxv.), saritualo nivTebi, 

romelTagan zogierTze warwerebi 

migvaniSnebs nivTis kuTvnilebaze 

(magaliTad, “batoniSvili vaxuS-

ti”, “mefe erekle”, “xucisSvili 

daTunasia” da sxv.), agreTve rki-

nis sameurneo iaraRebi (namglebi, 

Toxebi, culebi, najaxebi), os-

tatTa (xelosanTa) xelsawyo-iara-

Rebis kompleqtebi. 

muzeumis fondSi daculia 

agreTve vercxlis WurWeli, 

romelTa umetesoba warmoadgenda 

samegrelos mTavrebis - dadianebis 

sagvareulos sakuTrebas: Tase-

Here are kept different types of eco-

nomic smithy products, things and dishes 

connected with housekeeping: rake, ket-

tles, pots, boilers, copper jugs and etc. Folk 

Tray. Silver. XVII c.
With inscription (from Gordi church)

langari. vercxli. XVII s.
miZRvniTi warweriT (gordis eklesiidan)

Belts. Silver. XVIII-XIX cc.

vercxlis qamrebi. XVIII-XIX ss.
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bi, surebi, azarfeSebi, fialebi, 

sirCebi da sxv.

tyavis nakeTobebidan  aRsan-

iSnavia cxenis aRkazmulobis ni-

muSebi - imeruli da megruli un-

agirebis kompleqtebi, Rvinis ga-

dasazidi WurWeli (tiki da rumbi), 

imerul yofaSi gavrcelebuli 

adgilobrivi da evropuli warmo-

mavlobis fexsacmeli (qalamani, 

wuRa da sxv.). 

x i s  n a k e T o b e b i d a n  g a n s a -

kuTrebul interess iwvevs ekle-

sia-monastrebis nagebobaTa de-

talebi, xis saritualo WurWeli, 

xeze kveTilobis iSviaTi nimuSebi, 

musikaluri instrumentebi (orZa-

li, larWemi, Cangi, Wuniri, gudast-

viri da sxv.), mevenaxeoba-meRvi-

neobasTan, SinamrewvelobasTan 

(kerZod, safeiqro da saqsov saqmi-

anobasTan) dakavSirebuli nivTebi, 

dazgebi da iaraRebi. maT Soris 

yvelaze adrindelia XI saukuniT 

daTariRebuli laSes (xaragauli) 

da qoreTis (saCxere) eklesiaTa 

ceramic dishes, collections of glass, china, 

crystal products are of a great importance. 

There are also silver materials which 

belonged to the Dadiani family, princes 

of Samegrelo. Among them are plates, 

dishes, jugs, cups, bowls etc. From wooden 

materials there are significant: furniture, 

ornamented details of administrative build-

ings, dishes for housekeeping purposes, 

tools and vessels connected with viticulture 

and gardening, musical instruments, or-

Wooden trank. XIX c.
xis skivri. XIX s.

The door of Koreti church. XI c.
qoreTis eklesiis kari. XI s.
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Wessels. Silver. XIX c. From collection of David Dadiani (prince of  Samegrelo, 1808-1853)

vercxlis WurWeli. XIX s. samegrelos mTavris - daviT dadianis (1808-1853 ww.) koleqciidan
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karebi, romlebSic erovnuli xalx-

uri xelovnebisaTvis damaxasiaTe-

beli ornamentuli dekoria gamoy-

enebuli. kompoziciuri gadawyve-

tis TavisTavadobiTa da  qarTuli 

mTisa da barisTvis damaxasiaTebel 

ornamentTa siuxviT gamoirCeva 

sacxovrebeli saxlis svetebi, 

CuqurTmiani skamloginebi, savar-

Zlebi, skivrebi da xalxuri yofis  

sxva nivTebi. 

minis, faifuris da keramikis 	

fondSi daculi masalebi cxady-

ofs qarTvel xelosanTa gamor-

Ceul ostatobas da fantazias. 

fondSi daculi mravalferovani 

WurWlis (WinWila, jami, fiala, 

saRvineebi da sxv.) da moWiquli 

keramikis nimuSebi umeteswilad  

dakavSirebulia saqarTveloSi 

farTod ganviTarebul meRvineo-

bis kulturasTan da uZveles qar-

Tul  formebs imeorebs.

namented doors of churches. Here is kept 

collection of jewelry, where collections of 

folk products - agate things and others are 

very significant. Among leather things there 

are distinguished materials connected with 

everyday life and equipments for horse. 

Among stone materials there are significant 

hand-mills, hearth stone, water filter, man-

tel piece, “ketsi” (earthenware frying-pan 

to bake maize-flour) and etc. 

Jewellery exposition and goldsmith’s 
machine. XIX c.

qalis samkaulebi da oqromWedlis 
dazga. XIX s.
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Buckles of Belts. Gilded silver. XIX c.
qamris balTebi. mooqrovili vercxli. XIX s.

Mengrelian flute. XIX c.
megruli salamuri. XIX s.

Bagpipe. XIX c.
gudastviri. XIX s.
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Weduri  xelovnebis  koleqcia

Weduri xelovnebis SesaniSnavi 

nimuSebi (xatebi, jvrebi, saritu-

alo WurWeli da sxva nakeTobebi), 

romlebic saukuneTa manZilze 

qarTul eklesia-monastrebSi iyo 

daculi, saqarTveloSi sabWoTa 

xelisuflebis damyarebis Semdeg 

muzeumebs gadaeca. ase Seiqmna 

quTaisis istoriuli muzeumis qar-

Tuli oqromWedlobis nimuSebis 

fondi (qronologiuri CarCo - X-

Kutaisi Museum is rich with exhibits 

of metalwork. Among them have to be 

mentioned the patterns of gold-smithery 

art - icons, crosses and ritual things. They 

came to the museum from Imereti, Racha 

and Lechkhumi churches after Georgia had 

joined the Soviet Union. Nowadays in the 

museum there are preserved excellent pat-

terns of Georgian medieval gold-smithery 

works chronologically concenred to X-XVIII 

centuries. 

Reliquary. Silver, 19X9.8 cm. X c. Ambrolauri, village Jvarisa

stavroTeka. vercxli, 19X9.8 sm. X s. ambrolauri, sof. jvarisa
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THE  COLLECTION  OF  METALWORK

XVIII ss.), romelic moicavs quTai-

sis, Sorapnis,  raWisa da leCxumis 

eklesia-monastrebis saganZuris 

ZiriTad nawils. religiur dat-

virTvasTan erTad, dRes isini 

moiazrebian qarTuli xelovnebis 

umniSvnelovanes Zeglebad da te-

qnikuri Sesrulebis TvalsazrisiT 

da siuJetur-mxatvruli gadawy-

vetiT mniSnelovan adgils ikave-

ben oqromWedlobis saukeTeso 

nimuSTa gverdiT.

The Virgin (pendant)
Silver, 5.5X5.3 cm. XIV-XV cc.

RmrTismSobeli (gulsakidi)
vercxli, 5.5X5.3 sm. XIV-XV ss.

Cover of Gospel. Gold, 13.5X8.8 cm. XVI c. Tkachiri
saxarebis yda. oqro, 13.5X8.8 sm. XVI s. tyaCiri
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maT Soris gansakuTrebul adg-

ils ikavebs stavroTeka - jvris 

mosaTavsebeli vercxlis zardaxSa 

(X s., ambrolauri, sof. jvarisa), 

samwerobeli (quTaisi) da mTava-

rangelozTa xati (xaragauli), XI 

saukunis oqromWedlobis Sesan-

iSnavi nimuSebi _ amaRlebisa da 

Sobis lorfinebi (fiqalebisgan Se-

qmnili kramiti, Sorapani da mowam-

eTa); wm. giorgis xati (xoni), mka-

fiod gamokveTili kompoziciebiT 

xasiaTdeba sxvavas jvris fragmen-

tebi, mTavarangelozis xati (sof. 

Cukuli, svaneTi), maRalmxatvruli 

tixruli minanqriT Semkobili 

jvarcmis xati (ambrolauri, sof. 

xonWiori), wm. giorgis XI-XII ss.-is 

xati, Tamaris mefobis periodSi 

Seqmnili macxovris oqros xati 

(mowameTa) da gulsakidi jvris 

sanawile (sof. zeda vani)

muzeumSi didi raodenobiTaa 

daculi XIII-XVI saukuneebis Weduri 

xelovnebis Zeglebi (mTavaran-

gelozTa xati gumaTidan, raWa 

- leCxumis ostatTa, maT Soris, 

mamne oqromWedlis XVI s-is na-

muSevrebi da sxv.), mnaxvelTa da 

specialistTa gansakuTrebul 

yuradRebas ipyrobs paliastomis  

RvTismSoblis XII saukunis sas-

waulmoqmedi xati (XVI saukunis 

moWedilobiT), agreTve muzeumSi 

Among them are: reliquary - silver box 

for keeping crosses (from village Jvarisa, 

dating V-X cc.), St. George icon from Khoni, 

the fragments of archangels icon of XI c. 

(village Chukuli, Svaneti), icon, crucifixion 

cross with enamel from village Khonchiori, 

icons of St. George from Shoda (XI-XII cc.) 

and Christ icon from Motsameta, cross 

from Zeda Vani dated with the epoch of 

Queen Tamar, etc.   

They are distinguished with their tech-

nical mastership and artistic subject-matter 

among the monuments of world impor-

tance. Gold-smithery monuments kept in 

Icon of Virgin (Paliastomi icon)
Gold, silver, enamel, 135X92.5 cm. XII c.

RmrTismSoblis xati (paliastomis xati)
oqro, vercxli, minanqari, 135X92.5 sm. XII s.

Pectoral cross. XVI c.
gulsakidi jvari. XVI s.
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didi raodenobiT aris daculi Te-

guri xelovnebis gelaTuri xatebi 

(XVI s.) da sxv. 

quTaisis muzeumis fondSi dac-

uli oqromWedlobis nimuSebi 

sainteresoa ara mxolod maRalmx-

atvrulobis TvalsazrisiT, ara-

med uaRresad sayuradRebo war-

werebiT, romlebic mniSvnelovan 

cnobebs Seicaven qveynis social-

ur-ekonomikuri da politikuri 

cxovrebis Sesaxeb.

the museum’s collections are interesting 

not only with aspect of art, but they are 

also important with their valuable inscrip-

tions, which contain significant notes about 

social-economical and political history of 

Georgia. The unique models of metalwork 

art housed in the museum are collected in 

catalogues and the researches have made 

by Georgian or foreign scientists.

Ripidia
 Silver, 87.5X87.5 cm. X c. Kutaisi

samwerobeli
vercxli, 87.5X87.5 sm. X s. quTaisi
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Mikhael Archangel. Gilded silver, 25X12 cm. X c. Chukuli

miqael mTavarangelozi. mooqrovili vercxli, 25X12 sm. X s. Cukuli
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Crucifiction. Gold, silver, cloisonne enamel, 28.5X23.7 cm. XI c. Khonchiori

jvarcma. oqro, vercxli, tixruli minanqari, 28.5X23.7 sm. XI s. xonWiori
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St. George Icon. Gilded silver, 39.7X20.7 cm. XI c. Lailashi

wm. giorgis xati. mooqrovili vercxli, 39.7X20.7 sm. XI s. lailaSi
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Encorpion. Gold, silver, 5.6X7.2 cm. XI c. Zeda Vani

sanawile. oqro, vercxli, 5.6X7.2 sm. XI s. zeda vani

Cloisonne enamel (Golspel’s decor). Gilded silver, 33X25.5 cm. XI c. Khonchiori

tixruli minanqari (oTxTavis Semkuloba). vercxli, 33X25.5 sm. XI s. xonWiori
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Christmas. Gilded silver, 32.8X34 cm. XI c. Motsameta

Soba uflisa. mooqrovili vercxli, 32.8X34 sm. XI s. mowameTa
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Crucifiction and Ascension Icon. Gilded silver. 39.5X30 cm. XII c.
jvarcmisa da amaRlebis xati. mooqrovili vercxli, 39.5X30 sm. XII s.
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Archangels Mikhael and Gabriel. Gilded silver, 66X33 cm. XIII c.

miqael da gabriel mTavarangelozebi. mooqrovili vercxli, 66X33 sm. XIII s.
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Icon of Savior (from Motsameta monastery.) Gilded silver, 9X7 cm. XII-XIII cc.

macxovris xati. mooqrovili vercxli, 9X7 sm. XII-XIII ss. mowameTa
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St. George Icon. Gilded silver, 33.4X30.5 cm. XII-XIII cc.

wm. giorgis xati. mooqrovili vercxli, 33.4X30.5 sm. XII-XIII ss.
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Savior. Gilded silver, 50X70 cm. XVI c. Gelati monastery

macxovari. mooqrovili vercxli, 50X70 sm. XVI s. gelaTis monasteri
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Icon of the Virgin (Triptych’s central icon). Gold. XVI c. Gelati

RmrTismSoblis xati (triptiqis centraluri xati). oqro. XVI s. gelaTi
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The breast Cross
Gilded silver, 6X3.8 cm. XIV-XV cc.

gulsakidi jvari
mooqrovili vercxli, 6X3.8 sm. XIV-XV ss.

The breast Cross
Gilded silver, 7.5X5.5 cm. XVI c.

gulsakidi jvari
mooqrovili vercxli, 7.5X5.5 sm. XVI s.

Cross detail (Mamne Goldsmith). Silver, 157X105 cm. XVI c. Barakoni

jvris detali (mamne oqromWedlis namuSevari). vercxli, 157X105 sm. XVI s. barakoni
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Cross (Mamne Goldsmith). Silver, 157X105 cm. XVI c. Barakoni

jvari (mamne oqromWedlis namuSevari). vercxli, 157X105 sm. XVI s. barakoni
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St. Nicholas. Silver, 34.5X22.5 cm. XVI c. Kvemo Bari

wminda nikolozi. vercxli, 34.5X22.5 sm. XVI s. qvemo bari
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Archangel Gabriel. Gilded silver, 23.3X31.5 cm. XVI c. Sori

gabriel mTavarangelozi. mooqrovili vercxli, 23.3X31.5 sm. XVI s. sori



58

Cross of the Flag. Gilded silver, 44.4X23.4 cm. XVI c. Chelishi

droSis jvari. mooqrovili vercxli, 44.4X23.4 sm. XVI s. WeliSi



59

Kioti (Icon’s Case). Gilded silver, 17.5X22 cm. XVI c. Kulashi

kioti. mooqrovili vercxli, 17.5X22 sm. XVI s. kulaSi
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Deesis. Gilded silver, 20X13.3 cm. XVI-XVII cc.

vedreba. mooqrovili vercxli, 20X13.3 sm. XVI-XVII ss.
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The Virgin Icon. Gilded silver, 29.4X14.5 cm. XVII c. Bichvinta

RmrTismSoblis xati. mooqrovili vercxli, 29.4X14.5 sm. XVII s. biWvinTa
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Virgin with child. Gilded silver, 11.7X9 cm. XVII-XVIII cc. Kharagauli

RmrTismSobeli. mooqrovili vercxli, 11.7X9 sm. XVII-XVIII ss. xaragauli
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Virgin with child. Silver, 43X46 cm. XVIII c. Znakva

RmrTismSobeli. vercxli, 43X46 sm. XVIII s. znakva
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Virgin with child. Gilded silver, 57X40 cm. 1775. Jruchi monastery

RmrTismSobeli. mooqrovili vercxli, 57X40 sm. 1775 w. jruWis monasteri
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St. George. Gilded silver, 19.5X14 cm. XVIII c. Tabori

wm. giorgi. mooqrovili vercxli, 19.5X14 sm. XVIII s. Tabori
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Crucifixion. Silver, 40X29 cm. XVIII c. Gebi

jvarcma. vercxli, 40X29 sm. XVIII s. Rebi
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Archangels Mikhael and Gabriel. Silver, 33.5X26.5 cm. XVIII-XIX cc. Opheti

miqael da gabriel mTavarangelozebi. vercxli, 33.5X26.5 sm. XVIII-XIX ss. ofeTi
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Processional Cross. Gilded silver. 40X28.5 cm. 1792

sawinamZRvro jvari. mooqrovili vercxli. 40X28.5 sm. 1792 w. quTaisi
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St. George Icon. Silver. XVIII-XIX cc. Orkhvi

wm. giorgis xati. vercxli. XVIII-XIX ss. orxvi
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ferweruli  xatebis  koleqcia

muzeumis ferweruli xatebis 

koleqcias ZiriTadad Seadgens 

XVIII-XIX da XX saukuneTa dasawyisis 

qarTuli da rusuli xatweris ni-

muSebi. fondSi daculi ramdenime 

qarTuli xati ganviTarebuli Sua-

saukuneebis periods ganekuTvneba 

da Zalze mniSvnelovania rogorc 

Sinaarsobrivi, aseve mxatvrul-

stilisturi damuSavebis Tval-

sazrisiT.

koleqciaSi warmodgenili 

sanawile xatebi, triptiqebi, kom-

The museum’s painted icon collection 

mainly covers Georgian and Russian icons 

of XVIII XIX and early XX centuries (about 

240 exhibits). Several Georgian icons kept 

in the fund concern to the medieval period 

and are very important with their concept 

and with artistic and stylistic point of view 

as well. 

Relics, icons, triptychs, combined (paint-

ing with chased back) icons and icons 

decorating iconostasis in the collection the-

matically varies. Among them are different 

iconographic images of Christ and Virgin, as 

Triptych “St. Quiricus and Jullita”. Annunciation. Wood, tempera, gold powder. XVII c. 

triptiqi “wm. kvirike da ivlita”. xarebis kompozicia. xe, tempera, oqros fxvnili. XVII s.
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PAINTED  ICONS  COLLECTION

binirebuli (ferwera Weduri per-

angiT) da ikonostasis Semamkobeli 

xatebi Tematurad mravalferova-

nia. maT Soris didi raodenobiTaa 

macxovrisa da RvTismSoblis sx-

vadasxva ikonografiuli tipis 

gamosaxulebebi, aseve calkeuli 

wmindanebis, mTavarangelozebis, 

maxareblebis, eklesiis mamebis, 

aTormet sauflo dResaswaulTa, 

qristes saswaulTa da RvTismSob-

lis daujdomelis amsaxveli siu-

Jeturi kompoziciebi.

fondSi daculi xatebis mx-

atvrul – teqnikuri Sesrule-

ba araerTgvarovan suraTs war-

mogvidgens da aSkarad avlens 

sxvadasxva mxatvruli skolebis 

gavlenebis kvals qarTuli xat-

weris nimuSebze, rasac aRniSnul 

periodSi ganapirobebda rusuli 

da evropuli mxatvruli tenden-

ciebis (gamosaxulebis moculo-

biTi gageba, perspeqtivis ZiriTadi 

kanonebis gamoyeneba, kompoziciis 

well as festivals and compositions of saints, 

twelve archangels, evangelists, acolytes etc.  

The artistic and technical mastership 

of icons of the collection faces heteroge-

Virgin Akathist
Wood, tempera, gold powder. XVIII c. 

RmrTismSoblis daujdomeli
xe, tempera, oqros fxvnili. XVIII s.

meufe meufeTa. xe, tempera. XVIII s.
Sovereign. Wood, tempera, XVIII c. 
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realisturi interpretacia) Semo-

dineba saqarTveloSi. Tumca Tema-

tika kvlav qarTuli saeklesio, 

erovnuli tradiciis matarebelia 

(magaliTad, qarTvel wmindanTa 

gamosaxva). koleqciaSi arsebuli 

yvela xati Sesrulebulia xis 

dafaze, temperiT an zeTis saRe-

bavebiT, rig SemTxvevaSi gamoyene-

bulia oqros fxvnili an firfita.

neous picture and clearly reveals different 

influences for Georgian icon works, what 

is caused by Russian and European art 

tendencies in Georgia (basic principles of 

outlooks, realistic interpretation of com-

position etc.). But the topic still is Georgian 

ecclesiastic and national tradition (e.g. 

images of Georgian saints). All icons in the 

collection are made on the wooden board 

with tempera and oil, sometimes gold pow-

der or plate are used.

Virgin (Triptych). Painting, metalwork. 19.5X15 cm. XVI-XVII cc. Sviri

RmrTismSobeli (triptiqi). ferwera, Weduroba. 19.5X15 sm. XVI-XVII ss. sviri
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Virgin. Painting, metalwork. 31.5X27 cm. XVIII c. Kutaisi
RmrTismSobeli. ferwera, Weduroba. 31.5X27 sm. XVIII s. quTaisi
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St. John Evangelist. Painting, metalwork. 27.8X32 cm. XVII c. Nakuraleshi
wm. ioane maxarebeli. ferwera, Weduroba. 27.8X32 sm. XVII s. nakuraleSi
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St. Estate. Wood, painting, metalwork. 30.5X24.5 cm. XVII c.
wm. estate. xe, ferwera, Weduroba. 30.5X24.5 sm. XVII s.
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Savior. Wood, painting, metalwork. 50.5X37 cm. XVIII c. Kvishari
macxovari. xe, ferwera, Weduroba. 50.5X37 sm. XVIII s. qviSari
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St. Andrew (An icon’s fragment). Wood, painting. XIX c.
andria pirvelwodebuli (kankelis xatis fragmenti). xe, ferwera. XIX s.
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teqstilis  nimuSebis  koleqcia

teqstilis fondSi daculia 

saeklesio da saero daniSnulebis 

900-mde nivTi, romelTa umravle-

soba XVII-XVIII saukuneebs ganekuT-

vneba. maT Soris gansakuTrebul 

interess iwvevs saeklesio-rit-

Fund of textile materials counts more 

than 900 units of clothes. The fund is devi-

ded into two main groups: civil and church 

materials. In church clothes there are - car-

pets, amices, alter-clothes, armlets, girdles 

and etc.In secular clothes there are - wom-

Chalice cover. Satin, golden wire. 1763
dafarna. atlasi, oqromkedi. 1763 w.
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TEXTILE  COLLECTION

ualuri qsovilis nimuSebi (gar-

damoxsnebi, sabuxreebi, sarty-

elebi, olarebi, odikebi, dafar-

nebi). maT Sesamkobad ZiriTadad 

mcenareuli ornamentebi da axali 

aRqmis siuJetebia gamoyenebuli 

da qarTuli qargulobis maRalmx-

atvrul nawarmoebebs warmoadgens.   

saeklesio nivTebis garkveuli 

nawili specialurad eklesiisaT-

vis mzaddeboda, nawili ki taZ-

en’s and men’s garments, head-clothes;  

coverlets, pillow-cases, models of clothes 

of Ajarian and Khevsurian women and men, 

collections of carpets and rugs. 	

In the fund of textile materials there 

are protected clothes outspread in city life 

in XIX century. The considerable part of 

clothes belongs to XVIII-XIX centuries. Most 

of them are distinguished for their old and 

wonderful embroidery. In funds there is 

also preserved a distinct amount of clothes 

Epitaphion. Velvet, coloured silk thread. 165X109 cm. 1657-1660. Gelati
gardamoxsna. xaverdi, abreSumis feradi Zafi. 165X109 sm.1657-1660 ww. gelaTi
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risTvis Semowirul nimuSebs war-

moadgens, rasac cxadyofs maTze 

Semonaxuli warwerebi (magaliTad, 

kaTalikos zaqaria qvarianisa da 

TinaTin qaixosros asulis gar-

damoxsnaTa sxvadasxva periodis 

warwerebi).

fondSi mravladaa warmodge-

nili saero daniSnulebis qso-

vilebi - erovnuli Cacmulobisa da 

evropuli tansacmlis koleqciebi, 

agreTve xeliT naqsovi fardagebi, 

romlebic qarTuli ornamentebis 

gemovnebiT gamoyenebiT da ferTa 

faqizi SexamebiT xasiaTdeba.

with inscriptions, where we can read names 

of historicaly well-known persons. In funds 

of the museum there are protected head-

clothes decorated with golden and silk 

threads, beads, pearls, belts, chemisettes 

and head-clothes of different types: wom-

en’s hats (“chikhti-kopi”, “lechaki”), pins 

for hats, which had been in use until 80s of 

XIX century. Georgian clothes, with their 

complication, originality and refinement, 

raise interests of researchers. Clothes are 

the most movable and changeable element 

of life.

Epitaphion. Silk. 173X131 cm. 1664. Gelati
gardamoxsna. abreSumi. 173X131 sm. 1664 w. gelaTi
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Emroidery. Velvet, golden wire. XIX c. Kutaisi
naqargobis nimuSi. xaverdi, oqromkedi. XIX s. quTaisi

Epitaphion. Silk. 173X131 cm. 1664. Gelati
gardamoxsna. abreSumi. 173X131 sm. 1664 w. gelaTi
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Chalice cover. Silk, golden wire. XVIII c. Gelati Monastery
dafarna. abreSumi, oqromkedi. XVIII s. gelaTis monasteri
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Chalice cover. Silk, golden wire. XVIII c. Kutaisi
dafarna. abreSumi, oqromkedi. XVIII s. quTaisi
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Chalice cover. Silk, golden wire, pearls. XIX c. Kvereti church
dafarna. abreSumi, oqromkedi, margaliti. XIX s. kvereTis eklesia
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Maniple. Velvet, golden wire, 24X14 cm. XIX c. Kutaisi Cathedral Temple
sabuxari. xaverdi, oqromkedi. 24X14 sm. XIX s. quTaisis sakaTedro taZari

Maniple. Satin, golden wire, 24X14 cm. XVIII c. Nikortsminda church
sabuxari. atlasi, oqromkedi. 24X14 sm. XVIII s. nikorwmindis eklesia
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Orarion (Ecclesiastic garment). Silk, golden wire, XIX c. 

olari. abreSumi, oqromkedi. XIX s.



87

Rug. Hemp fiber. XIX c.

fardagi. bawari. XIX s. 
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Chalice cover. Velvet, golden and silver wire. XVIII c. 

dafarna. xaverdi, oqromkedi, vercxlmkedi. XVIII s. 

Maniple. Velvet, golden wire, 24X14 cm. XIX c. 
sabuxari. xaverdi, oqromkedi. 24X14 sm. XIX s. 
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Dress bib. Silk, golden wire. XIX c.

kabis gulispiri. abreSumi, oqromkedi. XIX s.
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Imeretian Phaphanaki (hat). Velvet, silver wire. XIX c.
imeruli fafanaki. xaverdi, vercxlmkedi. XIX s.

Chikhti kopi (woman’s hat)
Velvet, golden wire. XIX c.

Cixtikopi. xaverdi, oqromkedi. XIX w.

Dress bib
Velvet, golden wire. XIX c.

kabis gulispiri
xaverdi, oqromkedi. XIX s.
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Woman’s clothe. Velvet. XIX c.
qalis samoseli. xaverdi, XIX s.

Purse. Velvet, goldesn wire. XIX c.
qisa. xaverdi, oqromkedi. XIX s.
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xelnawer  da  ZvelnabeWd  wignTa  

koleqcia

fondSi daculi masalebis qro-

nologiuri CarCo X-XX sauku-

neebs moicavs da mniSvnelovani 

adgili ukavia ara marto muzeumSi 

daculi masalebis simravliT (728 

xelnaweri wigni, 65 000-mde isto-

riuli dokumenti, 3000-mde sigel-

gujari)., aramed maTi mecnierul-

kulturuli RirebulebiTac 

xelnawerTa fondSi inaxeba xel-

naweri wignebi, istoriuli doku-

mentebi, gragnilebi, eklesia-mon-

astrebisa da sazogado moRvaweTa 

arqivebi. maT Soris gansakuTrebiT 

sayuradReboa Zveli qarTuli xel-

naweri wignebi, romlebic moicavs 

qarTuli anbanis (damwerlobis) 

There are housed 728 manuscript books 

and about 65000 historical documents, 

from where 3000 are deeds. The date of 

those materials is from X to XX centuries. 

In this fund are manuscripts, historical 

documents, scrolls and archives of church-

monasteries and private persons. Among 

them are manuscripts which represent 

three level of development of Georgian 

alphabet: capital letters, so called - “Asom-

tavruli”, “Nuskhuri” and “Nkhedruli”. We 

have manuscripts written with these al-

phabets, they are as translated, so origins 

and contain temporal and ecclesiastic 

means. With Georgian books, there are 

Arabian, Greek, Sparsian, and Armenian 

manuscripts.
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MANUSCRIPTS  AND  OLD  PRINTED  BOOK  

COLLECTION

ganviTarebis samive safexuris am-

saxvel masalas: Sua saukuneebis  qa-

rTul  Tu  ucxour saganmanaTle-

blo kerebSi asomTavruliT, nusx-

uriT da mxedruliT gadawerili 

sasuliero Tu saero daniSnulebis 

wignebi (naTargmni da originaluri 

Txzulebebi) ara mxolod qarTul, 

aramed arabul, berZnul, sparsul, 

somxur enebze. 

muzeumSi daculi qarTuli xel-

nawerebis geografiuli areali me-

Gospel - Apostolic. Parchment, Majuscule. 173 p., 39X25 cm. X c. Village Seva
saxarebis - samociqulo. etrati, asomTavruli. 173 f., 39X25 sm. X s. sof. seva

Some of them came from different 

regions of Imereti (Gelati, Motsameta, 

Bagrati, Katskhi, Jruchi, Tabori, Seva, Cha-

latkhi, Chelishi, Khonchiori, Vani etc.) and 

from neighbouring countries. For example 

“Translation of the Gospel of Matthew” 

(1047-1048) and “Translation of the Gospel 

of John” (1053) are so called Gelatian man-

uscripts. The oldest manuscript is dating X 

c. AD. It is an apostolic Gospel, written in 

capitol letter alphabet in parchment (village 

Seva). One of special note is a five-volume 
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tad mravalferovania. igi moicavs 

ara marto imereTis regionisa 

da raWa-leCxumis eklesia-monas-

trebis (gelaTi, mowameTa, bagra-

ti, kacxi, jruWi, Tabori, seva, 

Walatyi, WeliSi, xonWiori, vani da 

sxv.), aramed Savi mTis qarTul sa-

vanes - kaliposa da palestinis mon-

astrebis masalebsac. bevri maTgani 

literaturul-mecnieruli Tval-

sazrisiT msoflio mniSvnelobisaa 

(magaliTad, XI s-is bizantieli 

mwerlis ioane qsifilinosis xuT-

tomiani agiografiuli metafra-

zuli krebuli, romlis berZnuli 

collection of hagiographic works by Byz-

antine scholar John Chrysostom what was 

lost, because the original Greek manuscript 

had been lost and only Georgians had its 

translation. Here are kept three manu-

scripts by John Chrysostom (1047, 1048, 

053) translated by Eqvtime Atoneli. 

All these manuscripts are made in 

parchment. Here is also four-volume 

unique manuscript (from Tabori church, re-

written in 1060 by Basil Torelkhopili), which 

was written in Antiokia and is decorated 

with different scale of paint. Here is a tails 

by Maximus the Confessor dated VI-VII cc. 

(It has a postscript dated XII c. and it is one 

John Chrysostom. Translation of the Gospel 
of Matthew. Parchment, Miniscule. 524 p. 45X30 
cm. 1048. Gelati monastery

ioane oqropiri. Targmaneba¡ maTes 
saxarebisa¡. etrati, nusxuri. 524 f. 45X30 
sm. 1048 w. gelaTis monastridan

John Chrysostom. Translation of the Gospel 
of John. Parchment, Miniscule. 484 p. 45X30 cm. 

1053. Gelati monastery

ioane oqropiri. Targmaneba¡ ioanes 
saxarebisa¡. etrati, nusxuri. 484 f. 45X30 

sm. 1053 w. gelaTis monastridan
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Gospel. Parchment, Miniscule. 353 p., 21X16 cm. 1060. Tabori
oTxTavi. etrati, nusxuri. 353 f., 21X16 sm. 1060 w. Tabori

originali dakargulia. amdenad, 

bizantiuri kulturis mkvleva-

rebisTvisac ucnobi iyo is infor-

macia, rac  gelaTis monastris XII-

XVI ss.-s xelnawerebma Semoinaxa da 

didi sensacia gamoiwvia ucxoeTis 

samecniero wreebSi). 

fondSi daculi masalebidan 

yvelaze adrindelia asomTavru-

liT gadawerili saxareba - samo-

ciqulo (X s., etrati, sof. seva). 

agreTve eqvTime aTonelis mier 

Targmnili ioane oqropiris ka-

ligrafiuli nusxuriT gadawerili 

egzegetikuri naSromi “Targmane-

ba¡ maTes saxarebisa¡” (1047-1048 

ww.), “Targmaneba¡ ioanes saxarebi-

sa¡~ (1053 w.),	 antioqiaSi, kalipos 

of the earliest manuscript in paper). 

Gelatian scroll manuscript contains 12 

chapters and is written with golden ink on 

the thin parchment. An illustrated chapter 

of manuscript contains images of Christ 

and Apostles (by opinion of some scientists, 

manuscript’s dates is XI c., the second XII-

XIII and the third XVI c.). There are a lot of 

tiny manuscripts kept in the fund (XI-XII 

cc.). They are decorated with different 

coloured ornaments and images with evan-

gelises scenes (one of them – manuscript of 

the XVII c. contains 72 miniature scenes).   

Some of manuscript has silver- setting 

which is made from golden plated silver 

and decorated with plants ornaments.

Except the ecclesiastic books in the fund 

there are kept secular writing models of 
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monasterSi basil Torelyofilis 

mier nusxuriT gadawerili  oTx-

Tavi (1060 w.) Taboris eklesiidan 

(leCxumi), romelic yuradRebas 

iqcevs mxatvruli gaformebis  

TvalsazrisiTac; agreTve efrem 

mcires mier berZnulidan qar-

Tulad Targmnili sagaloblebi 

- himnografiuli nawarmoebebi 

(etrati, nusxuri, XIII s.) daviT aR-

maSeneblis `galobani sinanulisa-

nis~  erT-erTi yvelaze adrindeli 

teqstiT; XII saukunis qarTvel 

filosofosTa - arsen iyalToe-

lisa da ioane petriwis mier ber-

Kondaki. Scroll. Miniscule. 12 p. 
XI-XII cc. Gelati

kondaki. gragnili etrati, nusxuri. 
12 kefi. XI-XII ss. gelaTi
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8 manuscripts of “Vepkhistkaosani”/”The 

Knight in the panther’s Skin” by Shota 

Rustaveli,  manuscripts by Sulkhan-Saba 

Orbeliani, King Vakhtang VI, Anton Catholic 

etc.). 

Old printed book Collections.  In Muse-

um is a unique fund of Georgian old typed 

books. It contains very rare typographi-

cal editions. The oldest is dated as 1705 

and was typed by King Archil in Moscow. 

Znulidan qarTulad naTargmni 

xelnawerebi, VI-VII s.-is bizanti-

eli mwerlis maqsime aRmsareblis 

TxzulebebaTa XII s.-is xelnaweri 

(qaRaldze Sesrulebuli yvelaze 

adrindeli xelnaweri muzeumSi), 

qarTul kondakebs Soris erT-erTi 

mniSvnelovani nusxa _ 12 kefisgan 

Semdgari da or svetad gadawerili 

gelaTuri gragnili macxovrisa da 

mociqulTa gamosaxulebebiT (kon-

dakis daTariReba dRemde azrTa 

sxvadasxvaobas iwvevs _ nawerisa 

da miniaturebis mixedviT zogi 

mecnieri mas XII-XIII ss.-iT aTari-

Rebs, xolo zogi - XI s-iT an sulac 

XVI s.-iT). 

fondSi daculi bevri xelnaweri 

gamoirCeva maRalmxatvruli minia-

turuli dekoriT. XI-XVII ss.-is 

miniaturuli xelnawerebi Seicaven 

maxarebelTa gamosaxulebebs, ka-

marebs, Tavsamkaulebs, sazedao 

asoebsa da siuJeturi qargidan 

gamomdinare miniaturebs, romle-

bic Sesrulebulia mravalSriani 

ferweruli teqnikiT - emyareba 

oqrosa da feradi saRebavebis 

gemovnebiT Sexamebas. am Tvalsaz-

risiT gansakuTrebiT sainteresoa 

“RvTismSoblis daujdomeli~ (XVII 

s.), romelic Semkulia 72 minia-

turiT _ wmindanTa gamosaxule-

bebi da axali aRqmis siuJetebi 

Seqmnilia erovnuli freskuli 

ferweris maneriT da mxatvruli 

doniT mkveTrad gansxvavdeba amave 

periodis sxva miniaturebisagan. 

ramdenime xelnaweri da mcire 

Gospel’s cover. Parchment. Miniscule. 303 p. 
19X15 cm. XII c. Rioni

oTxTavi (yda). etrati, nusxuri. 303 f. 
19X15 sm. XII s. rioni

There also are kept editions typed by King 

Vakhtang’s, Bakar’s, Erekle’s, Atanase Ami-

lakhvaris’s, King Solomon II’s etc.). An inter-

esting exemplar is Gospel - first typed book 

not only in Georgia, also in whole Caucasus 

too (typed in Tbilisi in 1709). The part of 
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zomis miniaturuli xelnawerebi 

Casmulia mooqrovili vercxlis 

budeSi da Semkulia mcenareuli 

ornamentebiT  an axali aRqmis  

Tematikis amsaxveli siuJetebis 

gamosaxulebebiT.	  

sasuliero mwerlobis gar-

da, fondSi inaxeba saero damw-

erlobis nimuSebic. maT Soris, 

SoTa rusTavelis `vefxistyaos-

nis~ 8 xelnaweri, romelTagan 

sami  gadawerilia XVII saukuneSi; 

agreTve sulxan-saba orbelianis, 

vaxtang VI-s, anton kaTalikosisa 

da sxvaTa Sromebi leqsikolo-

giis, samarTlisa da enaTmec-

nierebis sferoSi, karabadinebi da 

sxv.	

ZvelnabeWd wignTa fondSi 

inaxeba unikaluri qarTuli st-

amburi gamocemebi. maT Soris 

uZvelesia arCil mefis mier da-

beWdili “daviTni” (moskovi, 1705 

w.), TbilisSi gamocemuli saxareba 

_ pirveli beWduri wigni saqarT-

velosa da mTel kavkasiaSi (1709 

w.), agreTve vaxtang VI-is, baqa-

ris, erekles, aTanase amilaxvris, 

solomon II-is da sxvaTa stambebSi 

dabeWdili araerTi wigni, romle-

bic uaRresad sainteresoa mxat-

vrul-teqnikuri gaformebisa da 

maTze mogvianebiT Sesrulebuli 

minawerebis TvalsazrisiTac (ga-

mocemebis ZiriTadi nawili muze-

umSi Semosulia dasavleT saqarT-

velos eklesia-monastrebidan, XX 

saukunis I meoTxedSi).  

Gospel’s cover. Silver, 24X18 cm 
XII c. Motsameta

oTxTavi (yda). vercxli, 24X18 sm 
XII s. mowameTa
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arqivebi. xelnawerTa fond-

Si gamorCeuli adgili uWiravs 

dasavleT saqarTvelos eklesia-

monastrebis (gelaTis, mowameTis, 

jruWis, kacxis da sxv.) arqivebs. 

fondSi daculia agreTve qarTul 

mweralTa da sazogado moRvaweTa 

(k. lorTqifaniZe, g. zdanoviCi, 

d. nazariSvili, a. garsevaniSvi-

li da sxv.) piradi arqivebi, 1917 

wlis revoluciamdeli periodis 

kulturul-saganmanaTleblo, 

saqvelmoqmedo sazogadoebaTa da 

sxva dawesebulebaTa saqmianobis 

amsaxveli masalebi, qarTvel mw-

eralTa da sazogado moRvaweTa 

piradi werilebi da avtografebi.

those precious editions came in museum 

from churches and monasteries in XX c. 

Archives.There are historical docu-

ments as well - old deeds which had a 

great meaning to study middle centuries 

of Georgia with its social-economical and 

political history.   There is also kept private 

archive of famous Georgian writers and 

public peoples (Kiril Lortkipanidze, George 

Zdanovich, Dimitre Nazarishvili, Alexander 

Garsevanishvili and etc.).

Gospel. Parchment. Miniscule. 333 p. 
11.5X8.5 cm. XV c. 

oTxTavi. etrati, nusxuri.  333 f. 
11.5X8.5 sm. XV s. 
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oTxTavi. etrati, nusxuri.  280 f. 24X18 sm. XII s. mowameTa
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Gospel. Parchment. Miniscule. 280 p. 24X18 cm. XII c. Motsameta
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Gospel. Parchment. Miniscule. 185 p. 10X7.5 cm. XV c. Chalatke 

oTxTavi. etrati, nusxuri. 185 f. 10X7.5 sm. XV s. sof. Walatye 
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oTxTavi. qaRaldi, nusxuri. 243 f. 12X9.5 sm. 1502 w.
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Gospel. Paper. Miniscule. 243 p. 12X9.5 cm. 1502
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RmrTismSoblis daujdomeli (72 miniaturiT). qaRaldi, nusxuri. 17X10.5 sm. XVII s.
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Akathist (with 72 miniature). Paper. Miniscule. 17X10.5 cm. XVII c.
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miniatura (RmrTismSoblis daujdomeli). qaRaldi, feradi saRebavebi. 17X10.5 sm. XVII s.
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Miniature (Akathist). Paper, coloured paint. 17X10.5 cm. XVII c.
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gulani. qaRaldi, mxedruli. 484 f.,17X11 sm. XVII s.
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Eclessiastic book. Paper, Mkhedruli. 484 p., 17X11 cm. XVII c.
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daviTni (155 miniaturiT). qaRaldi, nusxuri. 365 f.,13X9.5 sm. XVIII s.
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Psalter (with 155 miniature). Paper. Miniscule. 365 p., 13X9.5 cm. XVIII c.
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Gospel’s miniature. Parchment. 24X18 cm. XII c. Motsameta

oTxTavis miniatura. etrati, 24X18 sm. XII s. mowameTa
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Gospel’s miniature. Parchment. 12X9.5 cm. 1502

oTxTavis miniatura. etrati, 12X9.5 sm. 1502 w.
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jruWis bibliis yda. mooqrovili vercxli, xe. 1743 w.

Cover of Jruchi Bible. Gilded silver, wood. 1743
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Gospel’s cover. Gilded silver. 10X7.5 cm. XV c. Chalatke 

oTxTavis yda. mooqrovili vercxli, 10X7.5 sm. XV s. Walatye 
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xelnawerTa  Semkuloba

Manuscript’s  decoration
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SoTa rusTaveli, “vefxistyaosani”. qaRaldi, mxedruli. 24X18 sm. XVIII s.

Shota Rustaveli “The Knight in the tiger’s skin”. Paper, Mkhedruli. 24X18 cm. XVIII c.

aleqsandre makedonelis cxovreba. gadamweri ose gabaoni. 1807 w.

Alexander the Great’s life. Rewriter Ose Gabaoni. 1807
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bagrat III-is Sewirulobis sigeli. etrati, mxedruli. 1512 w.

Contribution’s deed of King Bagrat III. Parchemnt, Mkhedruli. 1512

aleqsandre V-is sasisxlo sigeli
etrati, mxedruli. 1748 w.

Penally deed of King Alexander V
Parchemnt, Mkhedruli. 1748
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frederik diubua de monpere (1798-1850 ww.). ”mogzauroba kavkasiaSi” 
(242 Canaxati), frangul enaze. 1843 w.

Marie-Frédéric Dubois de Montpéreux (1798-1850). Le Voyage Autur de Caucase 
(with 242 drawings), in French language. 1843.
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saomari  aRWurvilobis  koleqcia

fondSi daculi sabrZolo aR-

Wurvilobis sxvadasxva nimuSi 

(civi da cecxlsasroli iaraRi) 

XI-XX saukuneebs ganekuTvneba. 

sakmaod farToa maTi warmomav-

lobis arealic (qarTuli, spar-

suli, Turquli, romauli, ru-

suli, daRestnuri da sxv.). sru-

ladaa warmodgenili qarTveli 

The museum military equipment ma-

terials belong to XI-XX cc. Here is different 

kind of weapons from Caucasus and from 

neighbouring countries (Dagestan, Persian, 

Turkish, Roman, Russian etc.). There are 

unique shields’ collection and complete 

equipment of Georgian warrior (chain-

armors, helmets, shields, sabers, daggers, 

spears etc.). Some of them are connected 

dambaCebi. vercxli, xe, Zvali. XVIII-XIX ss.

Pistols. Silver, wood, bone. XVIII-XIX cc.
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MILITARY  EQUIPMENT  COLLECTION

to the historical people (swords of King 

Solomon II, marshal David Nizharadze, also 

there is kept sword of Shamil – superior of 

Dagestan). 

In museum is represented collection 

of different guns - dated XVII-XVIII cc. 

There are pistols, flint-guns and fire-locks, 

cannon-guns and cannons balls. One of the 

cannon has capitol letter inscription about 

the fight in Rukhi (West Georgia) in 1780.

meomris sabrZolo aRWurviloba: 

jaWvis perangi, muzaradi, fari, 

xmali, xanjali, Subi, mSvildisari, 

farebis koleqcia da sxva. fondSi 

daculi zogierTi nivTi dakavSire-

bulia istoriul pirTa saxelebTan 

(solomon II-is, TavadaznaurTa 

marSlis daviT niJaraZis xmlebi, 

Samilis daRestnuri nakeTobis 

vercxlis qarqaSiani xmali da 

sxv.). fondSi daculia xanjlebis 

koleqcia, romelTa umravlesoba 

mosevadebulia da rig SemTxvevaSi, 

Semkulia TvlebiT. 

fondSi warmodgenili XVII-

XVIII saukuneebis cecxlsasroli 

iaraRebis koleqciebidan (Tofebi, 

jazairebi, dambaCebi, zarbaznebi) 

gansakuTrebul interess iwvevs 

solomon I-is zarbazani, romlis 

lulaze ganTavsebuli asomTavruli 

warwera mogviTxrobs ruxSi gamar-

Tuli brZolis Sesaxeb (1780 w.).

Equipment of Georgian warrior. XIX c.
qarTveli meomris aRWurviloba. XIX s.
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Daggers. Gilded silver. XVIII-XIX cc.

xanjlebi. mooqrovili vercxli, XVIII-XIX ss.

Armor’s armband. Silver. XVIII-XIX cc.

javSnis samklauri. vercxli, XVIII-XIX ss.
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Helmet. Iron. XIX c.

muzaradi. liToni. XIX s.

Shield. Iron. XIX c.

fari. liToni. XIX s.
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Powder flask. Wood, Iron. XIX c.

sapiriswamle. xe, liToni. XIX s.

Shield. Iron. XIX c.

fari. liToni. XIX s.
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Powder flask. Iron, bone. XIX c.

sapiriswamle. liToni, Zvali, XIX s.

Chain helmet. Iron. XIX c.
jaWvis muzaradi. liToni, XIX s.
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fotografiis  koleqcia

qarTvel da ucxoel fotox-

elovanTa (al. roinaSvili, d. er-

makovi, n. saRaraZe, d. abaSiZe, d. mx-

eiZe, e. krari, v. barkanovi, e. muSe-

giani, v. zanisi, al. mixailovi, m. 

kaCuxovi, a. nordSteini, v. vestli, 

p. miSenko da sxv.) mier gadaRebuli 

masala daaxloebiT 20 000 erTeuls 

iTvlis. maT Sorisaa: 4500-mde nega-

tivi, 60-mde magnito da videofiri, 

80-ze meti albomi. 

muzeumis fotofondSi daculia 

umdidresi masala Zveli quTai-

sis xedebiT (baRebi, skverebi, 

quCebi, xidebi, arqiteqturuli 

Zeglebi, eklesiebi, bazrebi, sas-

wavlo dawesebulebebi da sxv.), 

agreTve unikaluri masalebi qarT-

vel sazogado moRvaweTa Sesaxeb da 

sxva fotoebi, romlebic qalaqis 

yofas da kulturul - saganmana-

Tleblo cxovrebas asaxavs.

 The fund kept very different and inter-

esting materials. There are photos tacked 

of foreign and Georgian photographers 

(Al. Roinashvili, D. Ermakov, N. Sagaradze, 

D. Abashidze, D. Mkheidze, E. Krari, V. 

Barkanov, E. Mushegyan, V. Zanis, Al. 

Mikhailov, M. Kachukhov, A. Nordstain, P. 

Mishenko etc.). 

There are more then 20  000 photos, 

4500 negative, 60 magnet and videotape, 

80 photo albums with important visual 

information about Kutaisi architectural 

sites and cultural and ethnographical live.  

Among them are: views of old Kutaisi (gar-

dens, squares, streets), bridges, several 

architectural buildings and monuments, 

churches, old houses, bazaars, schools and 

also unique photos of famous Georgia pub-

lic peoples (writers, artists, archaeologists, 

art-historians, musicians etc.) and other 

interesting materials.



129

PHOTOGRAPHY  COLLECTION

GELATI (St. Nicholas church). XIX c. Photo

gelaTi (wm. nikolozis eklesia). XIX s. foto
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BAGRATI CHURCH. The end of XIX c. - the begining of XX c. Photo

bagratis taZari. XIX s. bolo - XX s. dasawyisi. foto
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P. LUTSENKO. BAGRATI CHURCH. The second half of XIX c. Photo

p. lucenko. bagratis taZari. XIX s. II naxevari, foto



132

VIRGIN  ANNUNCIATION  CHURCH (FRENCH CHURCH). XX c. 10s. Photo
RmrTismSoblis  xarebis  eklesia (frangebis eklesia). XX s.10-iani wlebi. foto
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The entrance of Bagiskide (Garden). The begining of XX c. Photo
baRiskidis erT-erTi Sesasvleli. XX s-is dasawyisi. foto
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Kutaisi Bazaar. The second half of XIX c. Photo
quTaisis bazari. XIX s-is II naxevari. foto



136



137

DIMITRI ERMAKOV. JACHVI BRIDGE (construction by Gustave Eiffel). The second half of XIX c. Photo

dimitri ermakovi
jaWvis xidi (gustav eifelis mier konstruirebuli xidi). XIX s-is II naxevari, foto
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Kutaisi Bazaar. The second half of XIX c. Photo

quTaisis bazari. XIX s-is II naxevari. foto
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Phaeton in Kutaisi. The second half of XIX c. Photo

samgzavro etli quTaisSi. XIX s-is II naxevari. foto

Zakaria Paliashvili street. XIX c., 10s. Photo

zaqaria faliaSvilis quCa. XIX s-is 10-iani wlebi. foto
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Georgian writers. 1914. Photo

qarTveli mwerlebi. 1914 w. foto

Kutaisi Theatre group. 1898-1899. Photo

quTaisis Teatris dasi. 1898-1899 wlebis sezoni. foto
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Camomile’s Day in Kutaisi. XIX c., 10s. Photo

TeTri gvirilis dRe quTaisSi. XIX s-is 10-iani wlebi. foto
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View of Kutaisi. The begining of XX c. Photo

quTaisis xedi. XX s-is dasawyisi. foto

Motsameta monastery. The begining of XX c. Photo

mowameTas monasteri. XX s-is  dasawyisi. foto
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“SOBORO” CATHEDRAL CHURCH (throwing down the cross). 1924. Photo

sakaTedro taZari “soboro” (jvris Camogdeba). 1924 w. foto
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Geguti castle. 1957. Photo

geguTis cixe-darbazi. 1957 wlis foto

Ukimerioni fortress. The second half of XIX c. Photo

uqimerionis cixe. XIX s-is II naxevari. foto
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Tumanishvili’s house. 1900s. Photo

TumaniSvilebis saxli. 1900 iani wlebi. foto
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Kutaisi Boulevard. The second half of XIX c. Photo

quTaisis bulvari. XIX s-is II naxevari. foto

View of Kutaisi. The begining of XX c. Photo

quTaisis xedi. XX s-is dasawyisi. foto
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Roza Luxemburg street. 1935. Photo

roza luqsemburgis quCa. 1935 w. foto

 Nobleman from Kutaisi. The second half of XIX c. Photo

quTaiseli aznauri. XIX s-is II naxevari. foto
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saxviTi  xelovnebis  koleqcia

fondSi daculia ferweruli 

tiloebisa da qandakebebis kole-

qcia (1000 erTeuli), romlebic 

saSualebas gvaZlevs Tvali ga-

vadevnoT qarTuli mxatvrobis 

ganviTarebis uwyvet xazs mTeli 

XX saukunis manZilze. koleqciis 

namuSevrebs Sorisaa: ian paevskis, 

vasil krotkovis gigo zaziaSvi-

lis, lado gudiaSvilis, elene 

axvledianis, aleqsandre baJbeuq-

meliqovis namuSevrebi.

Museum’s fine art collection contains 

about 1000 paintings and some statues 

too. Some of them are very interesting 

and rare: paintings by Jan Pajevski  (“Ruins 

of church Bagrati”, “Tounel in Tskaltsitela”, 

“Baggers” and others), also paintings by 

Russian painter Vasil Krotkov (“Jung Kakhi”, 

“Bagrati ruines”), works of Georgian paint-

ers Gigo Zaziashvili, Lado Gudiashvili, Elene 

Akhvlediani, Alexsander Bajbeuk-Melikhov 

and others.

ARCHIL CHOGOVADZE (1925). Autumn in old Kutaisi. oil, canvas

arCil CogovaZEe (1925). Semodgoma Zvel quTaisSi. tilo, zeTi 
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FINE  ART  COLLECTION

ELENE AKHVLEDIANI (1901-1975)
Telavi. oil, canvas

elene axvlediani (1901-1975 ww.)
TEelavi. tilo, zeTi

IAN PAJEVSKY
Patara Kakhi (young King Erekle II). oil, canvas

ian paevski
patara kaxi. tilo, zeTi
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samecniero biblioTekis fon-

di  moicavs 30000 gamocemas, rom-

lis mniSvnelovani nawili dRes 

bibliografiul iSviaTobas war-

moadgens. garda amisa, aq daculia 

XIX-XX saukuneebis periodikis 

(“ciskari”, “droeba~, “iveria~, 

“kvali~ da sxv.), TiTqmis sruli 

kompleqtebi, agreTve kirile  

lorTqifaniZis, geronti qiqoZis 

da sxvaTa piradi biblioTekebi. 

axali da uaxlesi istoriis 

fondebSi daculia sabWoTa peri-

odisa da II msoflio omis amsax-

veli masalebi, agreTve erovnul-

ganmaTavisuflebeli moZraobis, 

saqarTvelos damoukideblobis 

aRdgenisa da quTaisis social-

ekonomikuri da kulturuli 

cxovrebis amsaxveli nivTieri ma-

salebi da dokumentebi.

saxalxo ganaTlebis fondSi 

1982 wels ganTavsda quTaisis peda-

gogiur institutSi (amJamad - ak. 

wereTlis saxelobis pedagogiuri 

universiteti) arsebuli saxalxo 

ganaTlebis muzeumis koleqciis 

masalebi.  

samecniero-sarestavracio 

laboratoria muSaobs liTonis 

masalebis konservaciiis, qso-

vilebis, keramikis, qaRaldisa da 

xis nimuSebis restavraciis mimar-

TulebiT. 

muzeumi aqtiur samecniero-

saganmanaTleblo saqmianobas ew-

eva: regularulad awyobs samec-

niero konferenciebs, periodul 

gamofenebs, axorcielebs sxvadasx-

va tipis saganmanaTleblo progr-

amebs da kulturul aqciebs.

samecniero  biblioTeka  da  axali  

istoriis  fondi

Permanent exhibition Lazarus, come out

gamofena “lazare, gamoved gareT” 
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Scientific Library - there are about 

30 000 books in the library. Today some of 

them concerns to the rare things. Although 

there is a journal editions of XIX-XX centu-

ries and private libraries.

New History Collection was created in 

1954 and contains various materials from 

modern history: Here you can see photos 

and private things of warriors from the 2nd 

world war, materials of national liberation 

movement and  about destruction of Soviet 

Union, as well as there are kept materials of 

Kutaisi cultural-economical life. 

SCIENTIFIC  LIBRARY  AND  NEW  HISTORY  FUND

Practice of University students

praqtika universitetis studentebisaTvis 

Museum’s publications

muzeumis gamocemebi 

Scientific conference in museum
samecniero konferencia muzeumSi

Fund of peoples’ education was cre-

ated in 1982 based on the collection of 

Kutaisi Pedagogical Institute. 

Scientific and restoration laboratory - 

there is a conservation process of metal, 

textile, ceramics, paper and wooden ma-

terials.
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quTaisi gaSenebulia kavkasionis mTebidan momaval mdinare rionze (uZve-

lesi saxeli fazisi).  Zv. w. XIII-VII saukuneebSi quTaisi (aia) warmoadgenda 

uZvelesi qarTuli saxelmwifos - kolxas mTavar qalaqs, werilobiT wy-

aroebSi  moixsenieba Zv. w. III saukunidan (quTaia, quTaTisi), saqarTvelos 

gaerTianebis xanidan (978-1122 ww.) iyo saqarTvelos sataxto qalaqi. Sua 

saukuneebSi quTaisis saxeli ukavSirdeba daviT aRmaSeneblis (1073-1125 

ww.) moRvaweobas. XVI saukunidan quTaisi imereTis samefos dedaqalaqia, 

xolo XIX saukuneSi _ ruseTis imperiis sagubernio qalaqi. amJamad 

quTaisi imereTis mxaris administraciuli centria, romelic aerTianebs 

mxaris 12 municipalitets. 

koordinatebi: 41°58′0″N 44°06′0″ E

zRvis donidan: 96-235 metris simaRleze 

drois sartyeli: UUUTC+4

farTobi: 70 km2

mosaxleoba: 192.500 (2010 wlis monacemebiT) 

manZili quTaissa da Tbiliss Soris: 221 km

transporti: avtobusiT/mikroavtobusiT/matarebliT – Tbilisi-

quTaisi

aeroporti (kopitnari) -  qalaqidan 20 km daSorebiT

qalaqis oficialuri veb-gverdi da informacia turistebisaTvis: 

http://www.kutaisi.gov.ge
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RirsSesaniSnaobebi: 

bagratis taZari (X-XI ss. mijna, iuneskos msoflio kulturuli memkvi-

dreobis Zegli), gelaTi (XII s-is arqiteqturuli kompleqsi, quTaisi-

dan 11 km-is daSorebiT), geguTis cixe (XII s.-is arqiteqturuli Zegli), 

mowameTa (VIII s-is Zegli, sof. mowameTa, quTaisidan 6 km-is daSorebiT), 

uqimerionis cixe (VIII s-is cixe-darbazis naSTebi,  mdebareobs bagratis 

taZris mimdebare teritoriaze), sinagoga (XIX s-is nageboba, mdebareobs 

quTaisis e. w. ebraelTa ubanSi), oqros Cardaxi (imereTis mefeTa sasaxle, 

mdebareobs qalaqis centrSi), saTafliis karstuli mRvimeebi (quTaisi-

dan 7 km daSorebiT).

muzeumebi: quTaisis saxelmwifo istoriuli muzeumi, daviT kakabaZis 

saxelobis saxviTi xelovnebis galerea, zaqaria faliaSvilis saxl-

muzeumi, sportis istoriis muzeumi, samxedro didebis muzeumi (www.

georgianmuseums.ge)

quTaisis saxelmwifo istoriuli muzeumi

Kutaisi State Historical Museum
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Kutaisi (old names: Aea/Aia, Kutatisi, Kutaïssi) - the capital of the western region of 

Imereti. It located along both banks of the Rioni River (old name Phasisi). Kutaisi was the 

capital of the ancient Kingdom of Colchis (XIII-VII cc. BC). Archeological evidence indicates 

that the city functioned as the capital of the kingdom of Colchis as early as the second 

millennium BC. It is widely believed by historians that when Apollonius of Rhodes was 

writing about Argonauts and their legendary journey to Colchis, Kutaisi/Aia was the final 

destination of the Argonauts and the residence of King Aeëtes. From 978 to 1122 CE Kutaisi 

was the capital of the United Kingdom of Georgia (here was crowned 16 years old David 

Agmashenebeli/Builder, the greatest military leader and merited king (1073-1125). From 

the 15th century until 1810 Kutaisi was the capital of the Imeretian Kingdom and since 19th 

century – main city of Russian Empire’s Imereti province. 

Coordinates: 41°58′0″N 44°06′0″E 

Location:  221 kilometres west of Georgia’s capital Tbilisi

125-300 above sea level

Time zone: UTC+4 (Georgian time)

Total area: 70 km2 

Population: 192 500 (2010) 

Transport: Bus/minibus/train – Tbilisi-Kutaisi

Nearest airport:  Kopitnari (20 km from Kutaisi)

Official site of city and tourism informatione: http://www.kutaisi.gov.ge

Sights:  Bagrati cathedral (X-X cc., UNESCO World Heritage Site), Gelati architectural 

complex (XII c., 11 km from Kutaisi), Geguti Tsikhe (XII c.), Motsameta (VIII c., 6 km from 

Kutaisi, village Motsameta),   Ukimerioni fortress (VIII c., not far from Bagrati), Synagogue 

(XIX c., so-called Jewish district), Okros Chardakhi/Gold Palace (XV-XVII cc., residence of 

Imeretian kings, in the centre of Kutaisi), Sataphlia Karst Grots (7 km from Kutaisi). 

Museums: Kutaisi State Historical Museum, David Kakabadze Fine Art Gallery, Museum 

of Zakaria Paliashvili, Kutaisi Museum of Sport, Kutaisi Museum of Martial Art (www.

georgianmuseums.ge)
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saTafliis karstuli mRvimeebi
Sataphlia Karst Grot

sinagoga. XIX s. quTaisi 
Synagogue. XIX c. Kutaisi
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informacia  muzeumis  damTvaliereblebisaTvis:

misamarTi: q. quTaisi, 4600, Tbilisis q. 1

telefoni: (+995 431) 45672, 50439

el-fosta: omarilanchava@gmail.com
veb-gverdi: www.georgianorg.com
muSaobis reJimi: muSaobs yoveldRe, orSabaTis garda, 9.30 -17.30 sT.

Sesasvleli bileTis fasi: ufrosebisaTvis - 3 lari, studentebisaT-

vis - 1 lari, moswavleebisaTvis - 0.50 lari, saeqskursio momsaxureba 

jgufebisaTvis – 10 lari

ufasod daiSvebian: 6 wlamde bavSvebi, saqarTvelos da ucxoeTis qvey-

nebis muzeumebis TanamSromlebi, ICOM-is wevrebi, socialurad daucve-

li fenis warmomadgenlebi, pirveli da meore kategoriis invalidebi.

muzeumis mTliani farTi: 3000 kv/m  

mudmivi eqspozicia: 600 kv/m

sacavebi:  300 kv/m

VISITOR  INFORMATION:

Address: 1, Tbilisi str., Kutaisi, Georgia

Phone: (+995 431) 45672, 50439

E-mail: omarilanchava@gmail.com

Web-site: www.georgianorg.com

Working hours: Everyday except Monday,  9.30 – 17.30

Ticket price: 

Adults - 3 GL

Students - 1 GL

Pupils - 0.50 GL

Guided tours (group) - 10 GL

Free of charge: Children under 6 years of age. Groups: Employees of Georgian and For-

eign Museums, ICOM members, first and second category disabled persons.

Total space of the Museum: 3000 m²

Display space: 600 m²

Storage space: 300 m²


