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MYTHOLOGY OF PEOPLES IN AMERICA
Summary

“Mythology of Peoples in America” represents the first Georgian
course book which contains main mythological beliefs of peoples in
America, general information about their mythological systems,
divinities and heroes, American Indian and Afro-American folktales.

The book is structured according to the principles of comparative
mythology. The chapters are ordered thematically according to the types
of mythological tales: the highest divinities, the weather divinities, the
goddesses, the image of the universe, cosmogony etc.

The book consists of fifteen chapters. Each chapter ends with
questions and topics for homework and bibliography. The texts for the
analysis are provided in the appendix. Samples of the exam test and the
analysis of a folktale are also offered. Finally the book includes glossary
and list of literature as well.

The topics in the course book are placed according to the syllabus:

I. Introduction. The object of the Mythology Studies of peoples in
America? Historical retrospect of the studies. Definition of terms.
Interpretations of mythology in general. The sources for the study of
mythology of peoples in America.

II. Dating of mythological tales and existent forms of myths. Indian
and Afro-American mythological systems. The basic marks of folklore.
Symbol. Allegory. Mythologeme.

III. The oldest cultures in North, Central and South America. First
descriptions of the cultures of Indians. The Indian language groups.

IV. Archaic myths. Totem myths. Astral myths. Solar myths. Lunar
myths. Sun, thunder and moon in Quechua mythology. Inca mythology.

V. The highest deities in the mythology of Mesoamerican Indians.
Huitzilopochtli, Quetzalcoatl, Tezcatlipoca.

VI. The goddesses in the mythology of Mesoamerican Indians.
Ancient period. Quechua mythology. Aztec mythology. Xochiquetzal,
Tlazolteotl, Macuilxochitl, Huixtocihuatl, Xilonen, Xcacao.

VII. Cosmogony, anthropogony and eschatology. Cosmogonic tales.
Cosmogony of Indians. Awonawilona. Anthropogonic tales.
Eschatological tales.

VIII. Culture hero, trickster and demons. Shamanism. Plains Indians.
Northwest Indians. Californian Indians. The tales about the demons.

IX. The world tree in the mythology of peoples in America. The
vertical apportion of the world tree. The horizontal apportion of the world
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tree. The symbolism of numbers. The structure of the world in the
mythologies of Nahua and Quechua.

X. The image of the universe in Maya mythology. The structure of
the world. Architectonical space. Pelota play.

XI. The image of the universe in Aztec mythology. Teotihuacan. The
sacral spaces and the structure of the world. The cosmic rules in the
Aztec beliefs.

XII. Mythological tales in South America. Characteristics of the
South American folklore. Historical retrospect of the Afro-American
folklore studies.

XII. Afro-American mythological beliefs. Afro-Caribic beliefs.
Afro-Brazilian beliefs. Afro-Guyana beliefs. Tales about the origins of
music instruments.

XIV. Folktales of Indians and Afro-Americans. Their Classification.
The structure of the folktale. The relation between the Indian and
Eurasian folktales. The difference between the myths and the fairytales.

XV. Myths in the modern society. “American dream®. Hollywood.
Emanzipated heroes.

The course book “Mythology of Peoples in America” was prepared in
the framework of the Bachelor Program in American Studies, on the
Faculty of Humanities at Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University. The
methods, practice works and text analysis applied in the book are tested
and amended through the lectures.
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