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Levan Tkeshelashvili

SOLOMON II - ADEVOTED KING OF IMERETI

In 1815 the last Bagrationi King of Imereti — Solomon II died in
Ottoman Empire in the city of Trabzon. In 1990, his remains were
taken to Georgia and burried in Gelati Monastery. The documents
about the king were kept in the works of Russian authors, but most
of them were tendentious as they showed Solomon as dangerous,
unfaithful person and a traitor. In fact, Solomon was the one, who
understood the evil intentions of Russian authorities. Even though he
made many concessions, Russia still demanded his expell from the
reign. King Solomon honorably served his debt before the country.
In 1810 he said to the people of Imereti: “I will devote my life to Im-
ereti”. Young Bagrationi fulfilled his promise. Being deeply in love
with his homeland, he did a lot for the country.

Solomon was a true believer, the monarch who was really suc-
cessful in his management. Moreover, he particularly cared about
the people as he mentioned: “My heart is full of your honor and
love”. We think, that King Solomon deserves to be highly appreci-
ated by Georgians. People should definitely know about his merit
and special devotion, which is not properly mentioned in previous
studies. However, we do not have the ambition of perfection and the
research should be continued. Also, it should be mentioned that, in

the twentieth century, the studies in terms of national and religious
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issues were limited and there is a lot to be done nowadays.

King Solomon's contribution to the nation is properly set out by
Al. Khakhanshvili in 1911 “Trust and love of the king proves that he
was not an ordinary king with his private interests. He devoted his
entire life to the wealth of Imereti. He wanted to establish a strong
Kingdom of Western Georgia that would be the basis of influence
on East Iveria.” That was the goal of King Solomon. He wanted to
maintain Georgian state in Western Georgia and only after that take
care of its eastern part. However, his plans had many enemies in and
out of the country. King Solomon united the whole society of Geor-
gia including his uncles, the heirs of King Erekle, Clergymen and
ordinary patriots. He used diplomatic ways to establish relationships
with the Persian, Ottoman and French officials, but in vain. How-
ever, he did not give up and continued his struggle for fairness.

King Solomon died very young in refugee of Ottoman Empire.
His life is a real example of love and devotion to the homeland. We
think that, the abovementioned era gives as much to think about. It
means, we should properly appreciate the events nowadays for the

future of our country.
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