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Merpesibckas BeTBb Ip; ocoGoe
MeCTO B My3biKabHOM H3HH I'pyann. csoen R
KM oHa OT ApYTHX BeTBeif rpy-
SHHCKOH HapOAHOH mecHH. HMEHHO 5Ta 0COGEHHOCTh MPHBJIEKIA BHHMA-
HHe Hccaefosatenelf. Eme B 1894 r. Xpucrodop I'poagos samican 19
METpeJbCKHX HAPOAHBIX MeceH H onyﬁ.vmkosau HX B «CO0pHHKe MaTe-
PpHATIOB AaA W ILIeMeH (XVIII BbINyCK),
CHAOAHE CBOH BAIHCH NPEHCIOBHEM H KOMMEHTADHAMH. C 9TOT0 BPeMe-
HH Merpe/ibCKasi BeTBb PYSHHCKOH HApOAHOH MeCHH cTala 0GBEeKTOM
Hay4HOTO HHTEpECa MHOTHX HCClefioBatesneii. Ho, HECMOTDS Ha 3T0 06C-
TOATENBCTBO, H OHbIHE He CYUIECTBYT CGOPHHKA MrpelbeKAX HApOA-
HbIX TeceH, KOTOPbIi fiajl Gbl AACHOe MpeJicTaBleHHe 06 HTOM BechbMa 3Ha-
YHTE/BHOM [HANEKTE 3aNafHO-TPYSUHCKOH HADOHOM NeCHH.
HaCToAWHii CGOPHHK MErpeIbCKHX HAPOAHBIX MECEH COCTABIEH H3

B padoHax

Merpeans TOA HAIIEM DYKOBOJCTBOM.
0 TIOPYYeHHIO KaGHHeTa PY3HHCKOTO MY3BIKAJIBHOLO (OJBKIOPA

¥ TopnH MMenH B. CapajKuiIBH-
mi B 1959 — 1960 rofax B paitonbt Merpe/nu GbLIH HATPABIEHb! TPH
HAYYHO-My3bIKATbHbIE HKCIEAHIHH, KOTOpble 3anHcain oKoao 300 Ha-
POAHBIX TleCeH H HHCTPYMEHTAlbHbIX HAHIPbILIeH. /s COOPHHKA ObLIH
TOfI06PaHBI Gollee XapakTepHble H 3HAYHTEIbHbIE OOPABIBI Merpesib-
CKOM HAPOJHOM NMeCHH

CGOPHHK COCTOMT M3 [IBYX KHHT; B NepBYI0 BOMLIH XODOBble TeCHH,
a BO BTOPYIO — IIECHH C HHCT

Ec:m HACTOAWHH COOPHHK cMomeT BOGOY IHTh oémeuseumn Hi-
Tepec i Merp BeTH! mecHH,
0 Hama Leltb GYeT KOCTHIHYTa.
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The Megrelian branch of the Georgian folk songs ranks high in the mu-
sical life of Georgia. It considerably stands out due to its melodiousness and
lyrical nature among the other branches of the Georgian folk songs: It was
just this peculiarity that attracted the attention of many experts. As far back
as 1894 Christopher Grozdov wrote down 18 Megrelian folk songs and pub-
lished them in his “Collection of materials for the description of the localities
and tribes of the Caucases” (the 18th edition), supplying the book with a pre-
face and notes. Since then the Megrelian braich of the Georgian folk songs
has become the object of scientific research of many experts. But despite of
this circumstance. we have not yet got any collection of the Megrelian folk
songs which would give us a clear idea of this rather significant dialect of the
West Georgian folk songs.

This collection of the Megrelian folk songs is created on the basis of the
materials collected by expeditions in the regions of Samegielo under our
guidance. ¢
On the instructiens of the cabinet of the Georgian musical folklore of the
i State Conservatoire named after V. Sarajishvili three musical-research
expeditions were sent in 1959-1960 to the regions of Samegrelo where they
recorded about 300 folk songs and instrumental pieces. The most characteristic
and important samples of the Megrelian folk songs were chosen for this co-
llection. The collection consists of two books: the first book contains old
choral songs the second one contains songs accompanied by folk musical
instrument of East Georgia.

If this collection manages to cause social interest to the Megrelian branch
ofthe Georgian folk song, our purpose will be achieved.
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