...... (g Il
nll.Mu. IIIIIII n | _
mm Ee .m
Dot Lo oS
” T @) Q0 i
il o S .m (© i
() Lt 03 S
O g - - 7_,
=2 S S 5
N & S o &
i & Sl \
c O g I
(o]
o 9 i o
.._nUa r_._m. - 0O ©
c S =D @
D n O =
=15 fi i
G
= Q0
»
o
r |
nnnnnn l---_-______ | |







International Students’
Scientific Conference

Prospects for European Integration
of the Southern Caucasus

Thilisi, October 25-26, 2014



ISSN — 1987 —5703 UDC 330/34(479) (063)
Thilisi, 2014 b279  D-49

369810 J90g960m00 "bodbbgo 3033900b g3bm3nem Loghzgdo obihgadsieal 3gbldgdhoggen” @g30800m

godobomem 3999369 bhnogbhmo bogbmedmbabm bedgboglhm 3mbaggégbiznsdy hobdmwggboma bamzgmgbm
bodbmdgd0o.

The collection contains the best scientific works of the Internationals Students’ Scientific Conference “ The Pros-
pects for European Integration of the Southern Caucasus”.

badgsgzom badgm:

3bmay. Bogngo dodog06h00b0 (003320mdobg), dbma. 37hed gm0, 3bme. 190376d bydzomo, dbmae. bgbgo
3030b0dg, 3bmay. 0bgs 003m3bmboa, 3bma. gombga wemebadg, 3bma. Hobgm 39603309, Mmomas wgh3gbsdsama
(0g0bo).

Editing Board:
Prof. Shalva Machavariani (head), Prof. Guram Lezhava, Prof. Teimuraz Khutsishvili, Prof. Sergi Kapanadze,
Prof. Indrek Jakobson, Prof. Giorgi Gaganidze, Prof. Tanel Kerikmae, Tatia Gherkenashvili (secretary)

39dcmd(39dgmo:
30830b00b mbaggblopgto, gbowbob 93960l gmbooa, 36dmd;3gdmmds "bo-g0-gl"-meb 0ebsddbmdmmdnn.

Published by Caucasus University, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, by the collaboartion with CSG.

3bmgdho gobbmbogmos ghopdob gdghhol gmboobs o do3dgme o sbamgedhomdnls gobgomadgdal gembools
bgmdghymdoo.

3mdm03o30080 Habdmoggbomos oghmboms dobopa dmlbedbgdgse. andggdgmos ghowodob g39éhhal gmbool dogh
303039370 dabagngdal 3mdgbEommo dodbom godmygbgde gmboal mebbdmsnl gadgdy .

Project supported by the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung and Children and Youth Development Fund.
The views expressed in this publication belong to the experts. Commercial use of all media published by the FES is not
permitted without the written consent of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

© Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

© Caucasus University



Contents

Introduction . ........... . 3
Nino Mkalavishvili

Dmanisi - One of the Most Remarkable Sites of Georgia ..............c.cuuuiieieieeeeeeeo... 5
Michat Szczelina

The Eastern Partnership as a Practical Mechanism for Cooperation and Integration of
the Caucasus with the European Union, based on the Case of Georgia....................... 12

Mariam Gachechiladze

The Case of Georgia — Chances and Challenges. ............ ... ... ... i ... 21
Natia Todua
Federation of European Eventsin Georgia ............. ... i 30

Nodar Kvaraia

Georgia’s Religious-Cultural Integration in EUTOPe . . . ..........couuiiuiiieniiiineeennnnn.. 33
Khatia Chikovani

Disabled People in Georgia and their Future in Europe . ........... ... ..., 42
Lida Mnatsakanyan

Problems and Prospects of Economic Cooperation between Armenia and Georgia in the

Context of Integration Processes in the Eurasian Space ..................c.ccouiiiiieenninn.. 47
Sargis Shirkhanyan

South Caucasus and European Integration: Political Aspects...............ccoiiiiiiiiin.. 59

Norayr Dunamalyan
European Integration and Risks of Modernization in the South Caucasus ..................... 63

Archimandrite David (Tariel) Chincharauli

Inter-harmonious Relations of the Church and the State. . . ................................. 67
Tatia Akobia

Perspectives of Professional Translation in Georgia. ................ccuiiiiieieieeeeenn .. 73
Levan Chelidze

Directions for Improving Public Procurement Law . ................uuuuiiiiiieeeeeeennn... 79

Tamar Gvasalia
Discretionary Criminal Prosecution and the Problem of Equal Protection of Interests ........... 86

Gvantsa Kokoshvili
Disability Discrimination Within the Employment Field in Georgia and the ways of its Overcome . . .91

Tamar Phatsatsia
The Challenge of Legal Standpoint in Reproductive . ................ .. .. 108

Narek Abgaryan

The Road to Acquis Communautaire: Disadvantages and Advantages of Approximation
Of Legislation. . ........ ..o o 116



Mariam Metreveli

Georgian Wine Export to the European Market and its Development Prospects ............... 121
Lilit Okhikyan

Implementation of the System of Compulsory Medical Insurance in RA: Problems and Prospects . . . 127
Ketevan Ghambashidze

Formation and Implementation of Corporate Strategies in a Dynamic Environment ........... 139

Salome Gorgiashvili
Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area and its Potential Impact on Georgia’s Economy . . . . .. 148

Nino Machavariani

Method of Approach for Choosing Effective Management Style . .. .......................... 155
Michael Barseghyan

Modern Technologies, Innovations, Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Development in

the Southern Caucasus. . ... ... 164

Alexander Petrosyan

Modern Innovations of Anti-Corruption Regulation in Southern Caucasus.................. 174
Nino Khoshtaria

The Problems of Formation of E-Government in Georgia . ...............ccoiiiiiiee... 183
Heghine Petrosyan

The Innovative Potential of Armenia as the Main Factor of Sustainable Economic Growth . . . . .. 187
Julia Gluschenko

Internal Financial Control in Management Development Areas: Ukrainian Experience. ... .... 197



Introduction

Caucasus University is a new institution founded on the base of Caucasus School of Business which
was established during the transitional period of the country in 1998 when Georgia was making first at-
tempts to move from planned to free market economy. Now Caucasus University has got eight schools:
Caucasus School of Business, Caucasus School of Law, Caucasus School of Media, Caucasus School of
Technology, Caucasus School of Governance, Caucasus School of Humanities, Caucasus School of Tour-
ism and Caucasus School of Health Care, a relatively new school. The target segment of CU are highly
motivated, advanced skilled and study dedicated individuals ready to invest in their study at CU to build
the professional and successful careers as well as the management of business entities which understands
that human capital is one of the most important and main asset for successful business. The role of the
Caucasus University is to support the fast development of business sector in Georgia and it is well known
what a pivotal role the business sector has in the country’s development in overall.

After becoming the member of Bologna Process, Higher Education Institutions of Georgia got a unique
possibility to integrate into European Higher Education System. One of the main criteria of Bologna pro-
cess is the indivisibility of Education and Research, which on its part is an inevitable condition for creating
the most priceless resource of XXI century - the intellectual recourse.

Developing Intellectual potential is of utmost importance for Georgia. Apart from welfare, this is di-
rect way to settle in a civilized world. This kind of importance carries International Students’ Scientific
Conference “Prospects for European Integration of the Southern Caucasus” which took place on October
25 -26, on “Bazaleti Lake” complex. The aim of this conference is to select and expose students’ best works
carrying original and important ideas for development of the region.

I would like to wish successful operation and further great creative achievements to all members of the

conference.

Prof. Kakha Shengelia
President of Caucasus University
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Caucasus University with the support of Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Children and Youth Development
Fund, on October 25-26, 2014 held Six™ International Students’ Scientific Conference: ,,Prospects for Eu-

ropean Integration of the Southern Caucasus®. The conference, as usual was held on ,,Bazaleti Lake

©

Complex.

The basic aims of the conference are:

To evaluate and discuss the responsibilities and prospects for European Integration of the Southern
Caucasus.

To stimulate the growth of the youths’ scientific potential.
To show the innovative ideas connected to the prospects of European Integration.

To support the partnership within Georgian and foreign students and young researchers, for pre-
paring joint scientific projects.

The scientific works of the participants and young researchers from the following countries : Georgia,

Armenia, Estonia, Ukraine, Hungary and Poland Universities were discussed according to the following

4 sections:

Building the modern European state;
Applying innovative economic, managerial and marketing methods and approaches in business;
Harmonizing legislation with EU requirements;

Modern technologies and increase of innovative potential.

These sections were led by famous Georgian and Estonian moderators.

On behalf of the organizational committee I would like to wish all members of the conference success

and further achievements in their professional activities and we will be glad if we see them at the other

conferences.

Prof. Shalva Machavariani
The Head of Editing Board,
Vice-President for Research of Caucasus University



Dmanisi - One of the Most Remarkable Sites of Georgia
Nino Mkalavishvili
Caucasus School of Tourism
Student of the second course of the faculty of Tourism

Instructor: Levan Tsikharishvili

Introduction

By the end of September 1991 sensational news spread all over the scientific world: the mandible of the
oldest man in Eurasia, whose age is possibly more than 1.5 million years, was found in Dmanisi, Georgia.
Some researchers considered the scanty information from Georgia to be a newspaper gossip; some became
seriously interested, but expressed doubts about the archaism and geological age of the early Dmanisi man.
In what follows we try to shed light on the real history of these sensational finds.

Before the discovery of the mandible of Dmanisi hominid everything seemed to be clear and deter-
mined for anthropologists and paleoanthropologists— origin and formation of modern biological type of
a human being had taken place 2.5 million years ago on the African continent. This hypothesis was widely
accepted as an axiom and had a solid ground.

Scientists think that migration of the oldest man from Africa to Eurasia took place about one million
years ago. But the unique discovery in Dmanisi has shattered the basis of the firmly established hypothesis
on the initial origin and settlement of human beings. The mandible of Dmanisi hominid attracted the sci-
entists’ attention and became the main topic of discussion.

Specialists required convincing evidence instead of information carried by newspapers. Finally the
arguments based on facts convinced everyone of the rightness of the Georgian scientists and Dmanisi was
recognized as the oldest hominid fossil bearing site in Eurasia. The discovery of homo erectus remains
significant roses up the interest towards Georgia. A lot of people from other countries are interested in
where their forefathers lived and for this reason, several routes (historical, ecological, sporting and etc.)
are working regularly.

Comprising both the ruins of a medieval city and the prehistoric archaeological site, visitors

can enjoy guided tours of the picturesque fortress and ruins that cover the ancient deposits, and watch
archaeologists excavate new discoveries.

Extensive archaeological studies began in the area in 1936 (leaders: L. Muskhelishvili and V.Japaridze)
and studies still continue.Dmanisi museum-reserve was founded in 1983 and today it is the part of the
Georgian National Museum. Two hominid cranial - D2280, D2282 was discovered in 1999. These finds
demonstrate that Dmanisi hominids are the oldest humans outside of Africa. Five skulls are discovered
in the Dmanisi area since 1991. There is no other place where have been discovered so many prehistoric
hominids.

Dmanisi is the most productive Lower Paleolithic site in the world, yielding a minimum of 5 individu-
als represented by over 60 cranial and post-cranial remains. These individuals span different developmen-
tal stages (subadult, adult and old adult) and demonstrate the morphological diversity within the Dmanisi
paleodeme.

These results caused the interest of the international scientific community because it changed strongly
observed opinion about settlement of hominids from Africa.



The American journal Science nominated the Dmanisi paleontological achievement among the ten
most important discoveries in 2000. Dmanisi was in the third place and carried the reconstruction of
Dmanisi hominid on the cover.

Story and excavations

The unique discovery of Dmanisi has a fairly long prehistory. The medieval settlement of Dmanisi is
located to the south-east of Thilisi, at the distance of about 90 km. Here the rivers Mashavera and Pinezauri
cut canyon like gorges in basaltic lava, resulting in the formation of an elongated cape - basaltic plateau
of triangular shape. The plateau is approximately 90 m above the river surface and 900 m height above sea
level.

In the Middle Ages (6th-14th cent.) a strategically and economically important big city was built on
the plateau, which was located on a caravan route leading to Asia. The city was protected from the south by
a well-fortified high and wide wall made of basalt stones, from the north it was naturally protected by the
deep gorge of the river Mashavera and its slope.

Remains of a castle wall and of dwellings, bell tower, basilica -Dmanisi Sioni and church of relatively
later, feudal period are still to be found in the settlement.

Archeological excavations began in Dmanisi on the initiative of I. Javakhishvili in 1936. The archeolo-
gist L. Muskhelishvili directed the excavations and in spite of limited span of work made a very interesting
discovery. In 1960 archeologists again visited Dmanisi settlement. The archeologist Vakhtang Japaridze
directed the expedition, working there permanently until his death (1993). Afterwards the expedition was
directed by J.Kopaliani, investigating medieval cultural layers. In 1982 at one of the sectors of the site ar-
cheologists came across pits, cut in compact sandy clay, the depth of which was about 3 m, diameter 2-2.5

m. Archeologists supposed that they were intended for economic needs and were dug by the inhabitants
of the Middle Ages.

After cleaning them, numerous bones of fossilized animals were found on the walls and bottom of the
pits. The Paleobiological Institute of the Academy of Sciences was immediately informed about it. It was
impossible to ignore such interesting new. As a result of a detailed study of the pits and bones, scientists
came to the conclusion that they were dealing in this case with the location of quite interesting and varied
fossil fauna, whose geological age was possibly much earlier than a million years.

Systematic excavations of the Dmanisi paleontological site commenced in 1983 and, owing to periodi-
cal financial problems, lasted down to 1991. A large amount of paleontological fossil material was gathered
during this period and, which was more important, N. Mgeladze found some stone tools with bones. The
archaism of the technique of their manufacture caused no doubt; In specialists’ opinion, the stone tools
found in Dmanisi essentially differ in terms of their archaism from those found to date in the South Cau-
casus and no analogy has been found on the territory of Eastern Europe.

Since 1991 a new stage has started in excavations of Dmanisi site. A group of specialists of the Ro-
man-German Archeological Museum consisting of Professor G. Bosinski and young archeologist A. Jus-
tus joined the expedition. It must be noted that the German side wholly financed Dmanisi excavations
in 1991-99. The expedition was equipped with all necessaries and excavations were carried out annually
according to schedule.

The expedition season of 1991 turned out to be very productive. Very often stone tool and fossilized
bone were found together in the rock, attesting to their contemporanety.

The sunny morning of the 25th September started as usual. A group of young specialists under the
guidance of the archeologist M. Nioradze and A. Justus was finishing the digging of the next square. Sud-



denly, A. Justus gave a signal to stop and knelt in front of a bow-shaped bone. The unusual form of the bone
alerted the archeologist and she intuitively guessed that it must be a mandible. After partial freeing of the
bone from rock, the row of teeth appeared. It was a mandible, but of what animal?

What was most important for science, the complete row of teeth (16) were in evidence. The teeth were
well-preserved with little sign of wear, pointing to the fact that it belonged to a 20-24 year old primate, but
to which?

After prolonged study and discussion, scientists came to the conclusion that Dmanisi hominid primar-
ily belonged to the group of African Homo erectus and it was clear that Dmanisi Hominid was the oldest
outside the African continent. Its significance was enhanced as the absolute age of the basalts lying directly
under the sediments containing Dmanisi bones was determined as 1.8 million years by German special-
ists. Thus we should acknowledge that the oldest hominids started on a journey from Africa to Eurasia
about 1.7 million years ago. They moved passing the Middle East and the South Caucasus. Some foreign
scientists did not share the views of Georgian scientists. Their argument “It is impossible” was groundless,
nobody wanted to deny the generally accepted hypothesis according to which migration of the first Homo
from Africa to Eurasia could not take place earlier than 1 million years ago. There were scientists who
reasonably and critically approached the Dmanisi discovery and shared the views of Georgian specialists.
Among them was the American paleontologist and writer Pat Shipman, who published a special letter
about the Dmanisi discovery. He deals with the skepticism which existed towards Dmanisi man and his
geological age in the scientific circles and how this skepticism changed into its complete recognition.

“Pat Shipman -Doubting Dmanisi

The original find, in 1991, was a primitive human mandible or jaw found at the then newly discovered
fossil site of Dmanisi in the Republic of Georgia. A joint German-Georgian team of scientists and stu-
dents excavated there for some months, recovering beautiful fossils of extinct species like saber-toothed
cats, elephants and rhinos, along with some crude stone tools. On the last day—similar episodes are so
common that the Last Day Find is practically a clich?*—Antje Justus, a German graduate student, freed a
partial skeleton of a saber-toothed cat from the sediments in her area of the dig. Lying directly underneath
the extinct cat was the fossilized jaw of a primitive human, with a complete set of teeth. This was the find
everyone had been hoping for all summer long. In that moment, Dmanisi was transformed from being an

interesting site to being one of major significance for human origins.

The first I heard of the find was in December of 1991, when Justus, paleontologist Leo Gabunia of the
Republic of Georgia National Academy of Sciences, and dig director David Lordkipanidze of the Georgia
State Museum traveled to a conference on Homo erectus at the Senckenberg Museum in Frankfurt, Ger-
many. Gabunia and Justus gave a joint presentation briefly describing the site, the fauna, the tools, the jaw
and the preliminary dates. They generously brought the original fossil with them, so that colleagues could
examine it firsthand during the workshop portion of the conference.

I knew most of the conference participants, but Gabunia, Justus and Lordkipanidze seemed to have
come out of nowhere, speaking of a site I couldn’t find without an atlas. Gabunia is a quiet, silver-haired
man who spoke in French so clear that even I understood the jaw’s anatomy. Justus put the find in context,
speaking in articulate English and looking even younger than she was. Lordkipanidze fell somewhere in
the middle in terms of age and personality; his English was excellent, his enthusiasm palpable, and he was
obviously knowledgeable. If they were even half right in what they were saying, this was a very important
new find indeed.

But not everyone believed the story. Although the Dmanisi jaw and its significance were largely over-
7



shadowed in 1991, excavations continued. In the summer of 1999, David Lordkipanidze sent word that
there was something new and special from Dmanisi: “Skulls,” he said enigmatically. We waited eagerly for
more information. In May of 2000, a wonderful new paper appeared in Science by Gabunia and a host of
colleagues, including Justus, Lordkipanidze and the German researchers who had worked with them from
the beginning.

Why are the claims for Dmanisi accepted now, when they were not in 19912 For one thing, the evidence
itself is stronger. Skulls are more readily identifiable to species than are jaws when hominids are at issue.

A wholel series of finds and analyses has contributed to a new paradigm that makes the Dmanisi finds

<

more palatable.

Other Scientists Consideration

In 1999 a thin bone that was coin size was found in fallen rock. The very first glance at it proved that
it was a fragment of the cinciput of the skull of some primate. Scientists picked up broken off bones, dug
out the supposed skull of primate with rock and brought it to Tbilisi. They worked on the reconstruc-
tion of the skull, a place was found for every piece and, finally, they had the much coveted archaic man’s
skull with broken oft upper jaw and teeth. The same year during the expedition D. Nioradze found one
more well-preserved skull. Scientists eventually established that Dmanisi hominid somehow differed from
Homo erectus by skull and mandible and was closer to the so-called Homo ergaster which in scientists’
opinion is acknowledged as a direct descendant of the family of Homo habilis.

The scientific conclusions were followed mainly by positive references. The scientific community final-
ly shared Georgian scientists’ point of view on the age and systematic place of Dmanisi man and acknowl-
edged that Dmanisi man was the oldest not only in Europe but, generally, outside of Africa.“This is a dis-
covery which might completely change the view on the origin of mankind?, . . ., “It is a wonder, beginning
of real revolution in man’s evolution’, . . . , “Two fossil skulls found in Georgia belong to those hominids
which first left Africa” (Los Angeles Times, 12/V-2000) “Dmanisi discovery demolished the spread theory,
according to which settling the earth by hominids is connected to development of stone tools.” (Scientif-
ic American, 2000). The American journal Science nominated the Dmanisi paleontological achievement
among the ten most important discoveries in 2000. Dmanisi was in the third place and carried the recon-

struction of Dmanisi hominid on the cover.

What made early humans leave Africa and seek dwelling space in Europe and Asia? Scientists answer
this complicated question in different ways. American paleontologists are giving the most precise expla-
nation. In their opinion, a group of hoof animals, looking for a new living territory, begins migration and
man follows them as hoof animals are the main object of his hunting and sustenance. It seems that early
man, starting to move once, relatively easily leaves his tropical habitat and enters a zone of mild climate.
Its route might have passed the territory of present Israel and through the so-called Levantine corridor
approached the South Caucasus. One branch of humans moves to the east and Asian H. erectus (Pithecan-
thropus) originates from it, the second branch moves to Europe and it might be the ancestor of the group
of Heidelberg type men.

The process of migration cannot be considered as non-permanent. Numerous unsuccessful attempts
may have been made before the first Homo settled in Dmanisi. If we take into account that the first Homo
appeared in Africa about 2-2.5 million years ago, and early man already inhabited Dmanisi 1.8 million
years ago, we should suppose that the migration speed of hominids was rather high. In some researcher’s



opinion after adaptation to the South Caucasus and some transformations, the hominids went back to the
African tropical zone. This view is unacceptable, because the fauna, and especially hominids, never return
to the left environment, if the one they are living in did not change radically to the worse, and that did not
happen in South Caucasus. Besides, why would they go back to the same environment?

Series of discoveries followed the discovery of two skulls of the first hominids in Dmani-
si. Today, the paleoanthropological collection of Dmanisi contains 5 skulls, 5 mandibles, 12 iso-
lated teeth and about 50 parts of postcranial skeleton (vertebrae, bones of extremities). The skulls
and mandibles represented in Dmanisi belong to men (22-25) and women (12-15) of various ages.

The toothless mandible of an old man was also found. It is worth noting that the old man lived for a rela-
tively long time after wearing out and losing the teeth, which is indicated by the fact that the sockets (alve-
oli) of these teeth roots are filled with bone tissue, which was only possible in the period of life. Supposedly,
some of his fellows protected and looked after him. Remains of toothless man of such an early period have
not been found anywhere else in the world.

Biogeographical analysis of Dmanisi fauna shows that various bio-provincial elements are represented
in this fauna. Our studies confirmed that in the past geological era from time to time the South Caucasus
was the connecting link between African and Eurasian bio-provinces.The collection of stone tools found

in Dmanisi counts more than 2000 items.

One more - the fifth - well-preserved skull was found in Dmanisi in 2005,

Conclusion

To sum up the foregoing, we can conclude that remains of the oldest hominids in Eurasia are discov-
ered in Dmanisi habitat, the, geological age of which - 1.8 million years - is confirmed by biostratigraphic,
paleomagnetic and radiological methods of study. Dmanisi habitat is unique due to well-preserved hom-
inid remains, like which have not been found even in Africa.

Georgian scientists presume that two populations of early hominids inhabited South Georgia 1.8 mil-
lion years ago: Homo ergaster and Homo georgicus. But not everybody shares this view of Georgian scien-
tists. Some foreign scientists think that only one population of early hominids has been found in Dmanisi.
Professor J. Schwarz from Pittsburgh University shares our version and notes that hominid remains un-
earthed in Dmanisi undoubtedly belong to two or several species, which coexisted for a certain period of
time.

The excavations in Dmanisi are continuing. New interesting discoveries are to be expected; we hope
they will allow us not only to reconstruct the complete skeleton of the Dmanisi hominid, but to form a
complete and wellgrounded idea on Dmanisi man, his activity and the environment in which he happened
to exist.
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Dmanisi - One of the Remarkable Sites of Georgia
Annotation
Nino Mkalavishvili
Caucasus School of Tourism
Student of the second course of the faculty of Tourism
Instructor: Levan Tsikharishvili

This work is about Dmanisi, which may be the only remarkable site of Europe. Dmanisi is a rich paleo-
anthropological and archaeological place in Georgia. Multiple lines of evidence date the human occupa-
tion at Dmanisi as early as 1.85 million years ago, putting it in the Pleistocene.

It is widely recognized that Dmanisi discoveries have changed scientist’s knowledge concerning the
migration of homo from Africa to the European continent.

Recent excavations of Dmanisi have revealed an extraordinary recording of the earliest hominid dis-
persal beyond Africa. Several hominid individuals (4 skulls, 3 of them with maxillas, 4 mandibles, 16
isolated teeth and 24 post-cranial elements), along with abundant well-preserved remains of fossil animals
and stone artefacts have been found in Dmanisi.

Dmanisi discoveries are most ancient in whole Eurasia and are dated to 1.75 million years ago. There
is the huge potential for further finds as well.

Dmanisi corresponds to all criteria for Hominid sites: good chronologies; number of fossils; antiquity
of finds; potential for further finds; groups of closely related sites; and discovery and demonstration of
human evolution.

Among Hominid sites on the World Heritage List Dmanisi can be compared with the Atapuerca Ar-
chaeological Site in Spain and Sterkfontein Valley in South Africa. The earliest Hominid remains in Ata-
puerca dates from circa 800 000 BP, while Dmanisi specimens dates to 1.75 million years ago. Thus, Dman-
isi is the only European site belonging to the first period.
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The Eastern Partnership as a practical mechanism for cooperation and integration
of the Caucasus with the European Union, based on the case of Georgia.

Michat Szczelina

The Jagiellonian University

Bachelor'’s degree graduate, Faculty of International and Political Studies
Instructor: Piotr Bajor, PhD

I. Introduction.

This paper explains the purpose of a Polish-Swedish initiative, the Eastern Partnership (the EaP) pro-
gramme, as a practical mechanism for cooperation of Georgia and other countries with the European
Union (the EU). It describes Polish experience in integration with the Western European structures and
the Polish attitude towards the integration of former Soviet countries with the EU, as well as Polish-Geor-
gian deep historical relations. The work illustrates the benefits of cooperation with the EU achieved
through the reforms conducted under the programme, and the future possibilities.

II. The aims of the Eastern Partnership.

The Eastern Partnership project was presented by Polish Foreign Minister Radostaw Sikorski and
Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt at the Foreign Affairs Council meeting. The project was founded as
a response to the need for creating a more advanced initiative than the European Neighbourhood Poli-
cy addressed to Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. The new long-term plan,
unlike the previous initiatives, was to give a comprehensive support for modernization and reform. The
neighbouring countries were to have stronger multilateral co-operation and were to be prepared for the
potential enlargement of the EU. In contrary to the previous programmes, the EaP gives an opportunity for
the partner countries to strengthen the bilateral relations with the EU according to the individual partner
countries’ aspirations for their future relations with the EU. On 7 May 2009, after the approval of the Euro-
pean Council, the project was officially launched at a Prague summit by adopting the Prague Declaration,
which became the basic founding document of the Eastern Partnership.'

The main goal of the programme is to create the necessary conditions to accelerate political associ-
ation and further economic integration between the European Union and interested partner countries.
However, before signing the Association Agreement (AA) including The Deep and Comprehensive Free
Trade Area (DCFTA), the EU required the partner countries to fulfil not only a number of conditions in
the economic sphere, but also Community acquis® - the fundamental principles of democracy, respect for
human rights and the rule of law established by the Council of Europe.* The cooperation between part-
nering countries and the EU has been divided into four thematic platforms: Democracy, good governance

1 Perkowski, M. (2009), The European Union’s Eastern Partnership. Selected issues and thoughts, in Zdanowicz, M., Do-
liwa-Klepacka, A. (2009), Wybrane aspekty wplywu czlonkostwa panstw Europy srodkowo-wschodniej na stosunki ze wschod-
nimi pafdstwami o$ciennymi, Temida 2, p. 153-157.

2 Joint Declaration of the Prague Eastern Partnership Summit in 2009.

3 Eurovoc. Multilingual Thesaurus of the European Union:
http://eurovoc.europa.eu/drupal/?q=request&uri=http://eurovoc.europa.eu/210682

4 Report, Political Affairs Committee, Parliamentary Assembly of The Council of Europe and the Eastern Partnership of
the European Union: http://assembly.coe.int/ ASP/Doc/XrefViewHTML.asp?FileID=13077&Language=EN
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and stability (platform 1), Economic integration and convergence with EU policies (platform 2), Energy
security (platform 3) and Contacts between people (platform 4). The platforms were designed to help
the partnering countries to fulfil the requirements to become eligible to conduct the agreements with the
EU. On 27 June 2014 the EU has signed Association Agreements with Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine
demonstrating that the Polish-Swedish initiative has achieved success.

III. Polish experience with the European integration process.

The idea of integration of the Caucasus with Europe and keeping the independence of Georgia has
been important for Poland not only in the last decade. The relations between Poland and Georgia were
established shortly after the First World War. Due to the common enemy, the Soviet Union, Polish Chief
of State Jozef Pitsudski considered independent Georgia as a candidate for membership in the Intermari-
um federation.” After the conquest of Georgia by the Red Army in 1921, the Polish government not only
kept relations with the government in exile but also offered contract service in the Polish Army to many
Georgian officers.® This shows that Poland and Georgia have common, long standing traditions in fighting
for their independence against external enemies.

After signing the Round Table Agreement in 1989 Poland regained its sovereignty and entered the path
of democratic transition. The first fully democratic government, elected in 1989, representing the will of
the vast majority of Polish citizens did not have doubts about the new direction of Polish foreign policy.”
Poland, along with three other members of the Visegrad Group, started the integration process with the
Western structures — the European Union and the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. All four countries
had similar problems after the collapse of the Eastern Block, they had to transform not only their political
systems to become full democracies but also transform their economies into free-markets. The Visegrad
Group countries were seeking guarantees of their security and they considered the USA and NATO as
the only potential guarantors of their independence. Although Poland’s official relations with NATO were
established already on 21 March 1990 by the visit of Mr. Krzysztof Skubiszewski, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Poland, to NATO headquarters, NATO members did not consider Soviet satellite states coun-
tries as potential new NATO members. The Western Countries were not only afraid of Russia’s reaction
but also formerly agreed that NATO will have stopped its enlargement after incorporating the territory of
Eastern Germany. The situation changed after the summit in Rome in 1991 and the collapse of the Soviet
Union. NATO informed Poland and the Visegrad Group that after fulfilling a number of goals, such as
modernisation of their armies up to NATO standards, liberalisation of their markets and the continued
democratisation of their political systems, accession to NATO is possible.

However, NATO did not have Russia’s agreement for the enlargement of the alliance. The breakthrough
occurred after the meeting of President Boris Yeltsin with President Lech Walgsa in Warsaw on 25
August 1993, when Yeltsin stated that Poland’s membership in NATO is not against Russia’s interests.
A formula in the Joint Polish- Russian Declaration of 25 August 1993 reflected this: “Such a move would

5  Materski, W. (2008), Polsko-Gruzinski sojusz wojskowy in Polityka. Wydanie specjalne: Niepodleglos¢ 1918, p. 69.

6  Karpus Z., Rezmer W. (2001), Mniejszosci narodowe i wyznaniowe w sitach zbrojnych Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej 1918-
1939, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Mikotaja Kopernika, p. 177-200.

7 Roszkowski, W. (2003), Najnowsza historia Polski 1980-2002, Swiat Ksigzki, p. 117.
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not be counter to Russian interests nor to the pan-European integration process™® Although soon after his
visit, Yelstin revised his position and retracted his earlier statement, Poland still treated this formula
as a binding one. In 1994 the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and Poland started the cooperation with
NATO under the Partnership for Peace programme (PfP). It created the possibility of joint military exer-
cises, participation in peacekeeping and humanitarian operations, and consultations with NATO partners
in the event of threats to their safety.” Two years later, President Bill Clinton during a speech in Detroit
announced that the first of NATO’s new partners “should be full fledged members” by the organization’s
50th anniversary in 1999." On 8 July 1997 at the NATO Summit in Madrid, the Czech Republic, Hungary
and Poland were invited to talks on NATO membership and on 12 March 1999 all three countries became
formal parties to the Treaty."!

In parallel with negotiations for NATO membership, in 1998 Poland started negotiating accession
to the European Union."? The negotiations determining the conditions under which each applicant
country will join the EU took four years. During this time, Poland had to accept the detailed laws and
rules adopted on the basis of the EU’s founding treaties, mainly the treaties of Rome, Maastricht,

Amsterdam and Nice."” On 1 May 2004 Poland, among 10 other countries, became a member of the EU
and on 21 December 2007 became a member of the Schengen Zone.

IV. Polish contribution to the integration process of the Caucasus with the EU.

It took almost 25 years for Poland (1989-2014) to become an equal member among other Western
Countries. On 30 August 2014 Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk was elected the new President of the
European Council. Although the Polish government had changed many times during these years, none of
the Polish political parties stopped the pro-European process and Poland as one of the biggest countries
in Central and Eastern Europe, tried to be an advocate of other Eastern Block countries within NATO and
the European Union. Having experience in negotiations and the process of integration with the Western
structures, Poland easily found a common language with other Eastern European countries, especially
with Georgia.

The relations between the countries boosted after the “Rose Revolution” in October 2003 and the elec-
tion of Mikheil Saakashvili for President of Georgia. His first visit to Poland in 2004, during the presiden-
cy of Aleksander Kwasniewski, could be perceived as a forecast of the development of Polish-Georgian
relations, but the true breakthrough occurred after the formation of a new government by the Law and
Justice (PiS) party and the election of Lech Kaczynski for President of Poland. His election was the begin-
ning of an informal political alliance between the governments of Poland and Georgia as well as the other
countries of Central and Eastern Europe and Southern Caucasus (the Baltic states, the Visegrad Group

8  Rodrigues Leitao Tomé, LJ. (2000), Russia and NATO’s Enlargement, NATO Research Fellowship Programme 1998-
2000, p. 14.

9  Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland (2012) - the Permanent Representation of Poland to NATO in
Brussels, Poland’s road to NATO.

10 Transcript of the Remarks by President W. J. Clinton to People of Detroit (1996), United States Information Agency.

11 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland (2012) - the Permanent Representation of Poland to NATO in
Brussels, Poland’s road to NATO.

12 Negocjacje cztonkowskie. Polska na drodze do UE (2000), Kancelaria Prezesa Rady Ministréw.

13 European Commission:
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/archives/enlargement_process/future_prospects/negotiations/eul0_bulgaria_romania/in-
dex_en.htm
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and post-soviet countries, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia and Moldova). On 27 February 2007, Polish and
Georgian Ministers of Foreign Affairs met and signed the “Memorandum on Cooperation in the Field
of European and Euro-Atlantic Integration between The Governments of Georgia and The Republic of
Poland” to express Polish support and the will to share Polish knowledge and experience in the process of
integration with the EU."* Georgian effort for cooperation was appreciated and NATO members declared
that Georgia and Ukraine, which after the Orange Revolution joined the countries integrating with the
Western structures, will be in the future a part of NATO."> However, the support of the USA and Poland
in contrary to opposition from several countries, mainly France and Germany was not strong enough to
allow Georgia and Ukraine to join the Membership Access Plan. The decision concerning MAP for Geor-
gia and Ukraine was postponed at the NATO summit in Bucharest until December 2008. Nonetheless, the
Russian invasion of Georgia in 2008 annihilated the plan of NATO and only a few countries did not change
their attitude towards the potential new NATO member countries. During the conflict, the coalition of
Presidents of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine condemned Russian actions in Georgia and
organised a rally in Thbilisi to express political support for Georgia.’* Furthermore, the President’s Office
allowed the Georgian government to publish content on President Lech Kaczynski’s website,
in light of the blockade of Georgian internet portals during the conflict.'” The direction of Polish foreign
policy was not changed after the election of Bronistaw Komorowski for President of Poland, following the
catastrophe in Smolensk on 10 April 2010.

The Eastern Partnership encompassed not only opening a new programme of the European Neigh-
bourhood Policy, but also a Polish political declaration on maintaining the direction of pro-Eastern foreign
policy. During its presidency of the EU council, Poland “has proposed to offer EaP states a perspective
for the automatic abolishment of visas to the EU after the fulfilment of certain conditions.”*® Therefore to
emphasize it, the participants of the Warsaw EaP Summit of 2011, added a statement of implementing visa
facilitation and readmission agreements. After concluding and effectively implementing these agreements,
gradual steps towards visa-free regimes will take place.”” Two years later, during the Vilnius Summit of
2013, Association Agreements including DCFTAs for Georgia and Moldova were initiated®’, which lead to

signing the agreement on 27 June 2014.*

14 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia: http://poland.mfa.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=POL&sec_id=382
15 NATO Bucharest Summit Declaration 2008.

16 http://www.rp.pl/artykul/118801,174425_Prezydenci_Litwy__Lotwy__Estonii_i_Polski_potepili_dzialania_Rosji.
html

17  http://www.rp.pl/artykul/174783.html?print=tak&p=0

18 Arcipowska, M. (2011), EU Visa Dialogue with Eastern Partnership Countries, the Polish Institute of International
Affairs.

19  Joint Declaration of the Warsaw Eastern Partnership Summit in 2011.
20 Joint Declaration of the Vilnius Eastern Partnership Summit in 2013.

21  European Commission - MEMO/14/430
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V. The benefits of cooperation with the EU

Since the launch of the Polish-Swedish initiative in 2009 Georgia has benefited from the resulting
cooperation with the EU in increased trade flows and balance with the EU (Pic.1.), which proves
that reforms taken so far under the programme positively influenced cooperation with the EU.
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Pic.1. Total goods: EU Trade flows and balance with Georgia, annual data 2009-2013.>

Source: European Commission

The cooperation under the programme also helped to develop other non-industrial fields

in Georgia, for example tourism (Pic.2.)

22 European Commission: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_113383.pdf
16



The number of tourists coming from the EU in years 2009-2013

2013 | 225
0 170284 u 2009

m 2010

= 2011

B 2012
B 2013
0 50000 100000 150000 200000 250000

Pic.2. The number of tourists coming from the EU, annual data 2009-2013.%

Source: Georgian National Tourism Administration

Although the Eastern Partnership project led to signing by the European Union and Georgia
an Association Agreement, including the goal of creating a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area,
Georgia needs to improve several aspects of its economy In order to enjoy the abolition of custom
duties on goods. Georgian industrial goods have to fulfil the requirements in the area of technical
regulations, standards and conformity assessment procedures. Likewise labelling in the EU is more
heavily regulated than in Georgia, thus exported products will have to contain more information. In
the future, an Agreement on Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products might
be negotiated and under it, trade in selected sectors will take place under the same conditions as that
between EU Member States.**

In the field of trade in animals and plants, and products of animal and plant origin, the DCFTA re-
quires Georgia to increase the level of animal welfare standards reflecting EU and World Organisation
for Animal Health norms. Furthermore, Georgias animal and plant health arrangements need to be
equivalent to those of the EU to be allowed to enter the EU and be marketed on a par with EU’
domestic products. Georgia also has to implement an early warning system for veterinary and phy-
tosanitary emergencies.”

Beside these two fields of the cooperation in the DCFTA Georgia and the EU concluded several
other aspects of future relations concerning for example public procurement, intellectual property rights,
competition, transparency or trade-related energy. The cooperation in these sectors will upgrade Georgia’s
legal system to EU standards and will assure potential European investors that investing capital in Georgia

23 Georgian National Tourism Administration: http://gnta.ge/stats/portal/

24  European Commission:
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/documents/eap_aa/dcfta_guide_2014_en.pdf

25 European Commission:
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/documents/eap_aa/dcfta_guide_2014_en.pdf
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is safe and worthwhile. An Ecorys-CASE study for the European Commission anticipated that the
agreement “could increase Georgia’s exports to the EU by 12% and imports by 7.5%. Georgia’s GDP
could increase by more than 4%, or 290 million euro in about 5-10 years’ time”* The growth of the
Georgian economy could impact the society as well by reducing unemployment and increasing the
citizens’ quality of life. Although so far much has been done, how signing the agreement will in-
fluence the economy and society depends largely on the Georgian side, due to the fact that reforms
need to be conducted.

VI. Conclusion

Since the Rose Revolution in 2003 Georgia has reoriented its foreign policy towards integra-
tion with the Western Structures. In December 2008 Georgia and Ukraine granted Annual National
Programs and during the NATO Wales Summit in 2014 Georgia has been reassured that assignments
taken in the Bucharest Summit of 2008 are valid and in the future Georgia will become a part of
NATO.”” The situation is complicated due to the Russian-Ukrainian conflict and the opposition of
France and Germany to the enlargement of NATO. As for integration with the EU structures, Georgia
has achieved success and along with two other countries, Ukraine and Moldova, became an associat-
ed country with the EU. The purpose of creating the Eastern Partnership has been partially achieved
and signing the Association Agreements proved that the programme is effective. It is up to Georgia to
determine how effective future cooperation will be and whether the DCFTA will grow its economy.
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Introduction

No political system or organization can properly be understood unless it is set in its historical and op-
erational context. With regard to the European Union, the creation period of it was a very sensitive time
for the whole world. In the middle of the past century, after the World War II, new era of the cooperation
among nations emerged. In 1945 creation of the United Nations (UN) by 50 states, later on in 1949 ap-
pearance of the North-Atlantic Treaty Organization presented the political and military cooperation and
coalition respectively among different states. But they did not reflect enough prospects of economic devel-
opment and increasing financial relations among them. So finally in 1950s the treaty of Rome managed
to bring together 6 European states with the only purpose of creation new economic cooperation on the
basis for mutual obligations and responsibilities.

As European integration process was initiated and developed in Western Europe, it was extended to
Central and Eastern Europe. Until the collapse of the Soviet Union and communism in the region in 1989-
90s, countries like Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Hungary, and Poland were either part of the Soviet Union
or were located within Soviet bloc. As such they were outside the process of European cooperation.
Understanding and analysis of the European integration process must therefore begin by beginning to
focus on Western Europe.

It is essential to note that in 20 century the period between two world wars were characterized by par-
ticularly sharp and fluid inter-state relations in Europe (Nugent, 2010). Lack of stable alliance system and
no clear balance of power somehow created a very unclear situation with full of permanent threat new
confrontation. Formation of international organization of League of Nations in 1919 could not manage
to provide for international collective security for several reasons. Neill Nugent in his book under the
name of The Government and Politics of the European Union (2010) clarified different reasons why
the League of Nations could not complete its full mission:

“First, its aims were vague and were interpreted in different ways. Second, it was inter-
governmental in its structure and therefore dependent on the agreement of the member
states before any decision would be taken. Third, and crucial, the states wanted different
things from it.”

In this regard there are different states taken into account with their various national interests. France,
Great Britain, Germany and Italy were absolutely on different passions, were their ambitions were clash-
ing. That is why everything started in a very short period of time. Europe still was suffering from the re-
sults of the World War I, when all of a sudden new confrontation emerged as a result of which the majority
of the world was involved.

By May 1945, after German government representatives agreed to surrender, Nazism and Facism
had been defeated, but economies and political systems throughout Europe had been severely shaken,
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cities, town, industrial places, factories “economical engines” of different countries were destroyed.
After World War II the relations between Western European states transformed, everyone recognized the
importance of the close partnership and interdependence on each other, in order somehow to hold the
states and limit the possibility of waging war. This transformation process in Europe was observed by Al-
tiero Spinelli (1985), when he justifies this process by the “political consciousness of Europeans”, because
before that there was no attempt to cooperate and any neighbor state in the Europe was assumed to be the
enemy. Significantly, Spinelli questioned the common destiny of the whole Europe, while the change from
hostile to friendly relations was a must and a need for each and every state.

Starting from the European Coal and Steal Community and ending with the European Union, the
region undertook several steps of development and reformation. As Jean Monnet, the main deviser of
the Schuman Plan and President of the High Authority of the ECSC in 1952-55, mentioned that: “a start
would have to be made by doing something both more practical and more ambitious” (1978).

In that period one may say that the political system was somehow different of the six founding states.
For instance in 1930s Third Republic of France had a weak parliamentary system, while Germany was
devastated because of the Nazi tyranny and was suffering from the destructed political, economic and
social conditions. When the system was organized and the founding members clearly distributed the
obligations and responsibilities, in 1973 first enlargement process took place. The newly accepted
members were Denmark, Ireland and United Kingdom, which was ignored and rejected by the France
representation for so long period of time. The enlargement process lasted long and it is still in action. For
today from 6 states the EU counts 28 member states that effectively attempt to cooperate along the plenty
of issues. Supranational nature of the organization somehow makes the community unique and quite
sufficient in the decision making process.

With regard to the biggest EU countries: Germany, France and the United Kingdom, it is noteworthy
to draw the figure of the comparative studies of the political systems, that will facilitate the way of under-
standing the structure of the organization.

Germany is a federal parliamentary republic, where federal legislative power is lies in the Bund-
estag (the parliament of Germany) and the Bundesrat (the representative body of the Linder, Ger-
many’s regional states). The political system is clearly defined in the 1949 constitution, called the
Grundgesetz (Basic Law), which remained in effect with minor amendments after German reunification in
1990. According to the constitution the head of state is the President, having largely ceremonial position,
elected for a maximum of two five-year terms. The head of the government is the Chancellor.

Every four years, after national elections and the convocation of the newly elected members of the
Bundestag, the chancellor is elected by a majority of the members of the Bundestag upon the proposal of
the President. This vote is one of the few cases where a majority of all elected members of the Bundestag
must be achieved, as opposed to a mere majority of those that are currently assembled. This is referred to
as the “Kanzlermehrheit” (Chancellor’s majority) and is designed to ensure the establishment of a stable
government.

Legislative branch consists of the lower house - Bundestag (598 members) and the upper house -
Bundesrat. Supreme Court is called the Federal Constitutional Court and its role is essentially as guardian
of the constitution.

Germany represented a model of parliamentary republic in the heart of Europe, while France is anoth-
er sample for semi-presidential republic. One may say that the French could plausibly argue that modern
democracy derives from the French Revolution of 1789.
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The institutions of governance of France are defined by the Constitution, more specifically by the
current constitution, being that of the Fifth Republic. The Constitution has been modified several
times since the start of the Fifth Republic, most recently in July 2008, when the French “Congress” (A
joint convention of the two chambers of Parliament) approved - by 1 vote over the 60% majority re-
quired - constitutional changes proposed by President Sarkozy. But still this fact does not create a sense of
non-stability in the country. The head of the government is the Prime Minister who is nominated by the
majority party in the National Assembly and appointed by the President for an indefinite term.

The lower house in the French political system is the National Assembly with 577 seats representing
single-member constituencies. The upper house in the French political system is the Senate - 348 seats (the
number depends on population changes).

The Senate - the upper house - tends to specialize in constitutional matters and foreign affairs includ-
ing European integration.

France uses a civil legal system; that is, law arises primarily from written statutes; judges are not to
make law, but merely to interpret it. The basic principles of the rule of law were laid down in the Napole-
onic Code.

According to Martin A. Schine (2007) checks and balances are very effectively employed within the
fifth republic. The judicial check on policymaking enhances the role of the much older Council of State,
which in its present form dates back to 1799. The government now consults more extensively on all bills
before they are submitted to the parliament and all government decrees and regulations before they are
enacted. The council also gives advice on the interpretation of the constitutional texts. This advice is never
binding, but the “prestige of it is very high, so it is never ignored” (Almond, 2007).

With regard to politics in Britain, it is a very broad issue. Richard Rose put the travel of Alexis de
Tocqueville to America in 1831 in the similar way as any person should travel to Britain to “seek secrets
of stable representative government” (Almond, 2007).

Unlike above given cases of two European states the United Kingdom is characterized to be the best
example of monarchy, while the Queen of the country - the best known monarch in the world. The Crown
was established as the central political authority in medieval times. The continuity of England’s political
institutions through the centuries is remarkable. In case of United Kingdom one may say this country
somehow lacks of democratic institutions, this idea came from Labor Cabinet minister, who declared: “its
carrying democracy too far if you do not know the result of the vote before the meeting” (Varley, 1978).

British legislative branch - the Parliament - is often called Westminster because it is housed in a distin-
guished building in central London called the Palace of Westminster. It is bicameral, that is there are two
houses or chambers. House of Commons is the lower chamber while House of Lords is the upper one.
Much of the work of Parliament is done in Committees rather than on the floor of the chamber.

The UK does not have a President. Constitutionally the head of state is the monarch who is a heredi-
tary member of the Royal Family. However, the monarch has very few formal powers and stays above par-
ty politics. He or she receives a weekly oral report from the Prime Minister, a tradition which began with
King George I in 1714 because this German had struggled to follow the English deliberations of his Cabi-
net. Therefore, in practice, the most important person in the British political system is the Prime Minister.

The British judicial branch is extremely complex. The UK operates three separate legal systems: one for
England and Wales, one for Scotland, and one for Northern Ireland. Although bound by similar principles,
these systems differ in form and the manner of operation. Concerning the constitution the UK does not
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own a written constitution that will guide all the governmental institutions and branches of power. The
only source of law in the country is considered the long- standing customs and tradition that are omnip-
otent during decision making process.

Coming to the most significant question to this part of the research, the reason three different coun-
tries were compared above is very crucial. This is how one may understand the peculiarities and diversity
of the political systems within the European Union. But the reality is that it works very harmoniously. The
only reason for this is that these countries are united under the same values of liberalism. The rule of law,
justice, protection of human rights, tolerance, equality vs. create those very essential fundaments of the
Union, that is how the one European identity is formed. That is how all of the member states manage to
be so united, despite the differences and even some intra-state problems that may unintentionally emerge
anywhere.

Methods

The methods used in research were very diverging in nature. Different secondary sources facilitated
the way to develop the research. For this mean the most part of the project there were qualitative research
methods applied.

For the secondary sources several books were used for diverse reasons, comparative studies were done
on the basis of the information provided by those books. In addition to published literature different
academic papers were used from web-sites of ebsco.com as well as jstore.com, these web-sites provided
updated information about the subject of research.

The research includes different methods of data collection-gathering focus group and having inter-
viewed the experts face-to-face.

For focus group 4 students were gathered who mainly relied on the issues connected to the pres-
ent of the South Caucasus region and the possible prospects of integration of the region in the EU. The
format of the questions was mainly connected to the basic knowledge of the problem. The members
of the group were selected from the International Relations direction students, with different ages, sex and
nationalities (2-Georgians, 1-Azerbaijani, 1- Turkish).

Finally interview method was practiced with Assoc. Prof. Dr. of International Black Sea University
(IBSU) - Nick Chitadze, invited professor at IBSU - Ph. D. in Strategic Studies — Vakhtang Maisaia.

Finally, in analyzing of research results MS Excel 2003 was used.

Findings and results

Different researches were dedicated to the EU integration process, different political systems and part-
nerships beyond the borders of the EU. Various organizations or research centers investigated the
issue and published reports. South Caucasus has all the time been under the focus of different reporters,
because of specific reasons. Political expert Nick Chitadze underlined several reasons of it. There is no
doubt that South Caucasus region is “geopolitically and geo economically very attractive for EU”. But since
the research is mainly dedicated to Georgia, as being the model state of the EU within the region of the
South Caucasus, several questions were asked to Professor Chitadze. According to him there are several
aspects — economic, political and energy security and Georgia is highly involved in each of them. With
regard to economic aspects — Baku-Tbilisi-Akhalkalaki railway project, by which more that 20 million
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tone goods can be transported from different part of the east and the west. While on the other hand, in
the means of energy projects, Georgia still maintain the role of significant transported of the Caspian
oil that is very significant alternative source for the EU. By this way the EU may reduce the dependence on
Russia or politically unstable regions like Middle East and North Africa (MENA).

From geopolitical point of view - “Georgia in a geopolitical rim land”. There is no doubt that the coun-
try maintains its diverged geopolitical position, in the means of being on the border of sea and land power.

With regard to the geopolitical importance of Georgia, Professor and expert of Strategic Studies, Mr.
Vakhtang Maisaia mentioned other reasons and advantages of Georgia. According to him, TRACECA
project proposed by the EU in 1990 was one of the most sufficient one for development of the regional
countries of the South Caucasus and the Central Asia. Also the creation of BSEC in 1992 was one step
forwards for the development of Black Sea region countries. And Georgia was a main actor in this region
and the organization.

Mr. Chitadze assumed that Georgia is attractive for the EU - “the fact that it borders the Russian fed-
eration, which is the successor state of the SU, it is crucial for Europe to increase influence over the south
Caucasus regions, and especially over the Georgia.”

In upcoming question Professor Chitadze clarified the reason why Georgia may prevail over any other
South Caucasus state. The reason for it sounds very simple, because Georgia officially declared its pro-Eu-
ropean integration, soon after the collapse of the Soviet Union. And signing the Deep and Comprehensive
Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA) was one of the arguments in this sense.

To sum up the arguments and the perception of the two respondents, the final result is the following
— it is somehow complex issue to call Georgia as a model of the EU state or the only supporter state with-
in South Caucasus region for Vakhtang Maisaia, he strongly believes that Georgia can be considered as
an inevitable part of the region, and the region itself is very significantly tightened to the EU, that is why
the interest of organization on the one hand and the interest of Georgia on the other hand may somehow
overlap.

It must be figured out that according to Nick Chitadze Georgia is still suffering from the lack of rule
of law, corruption, supremacy of justice, tolerance etc. that are the fundamental principles and values of
the EU. But the expert claimed that there exist important and supportive arguments to assume that
Georgia is clearly a state prevailing over the rest of the region, because of its transformation process and
the attempts to create the model state of EU.

Final stage of the data collection process was to gather focus group. Members of the group generally
emphasized the overall attitude towards the EU Eastern enlargement process. The fellow members of the
focus group discussed about importance of integration process of South Caucasus in the EU. Especially
one of the speakers expressed its willingness that Georgia should one day become the member of the EU.
The only reason for it is that Georgia went long and “costly” way towards the EU. August War 2008 was one
of the responses to Georgia for its attempts to integrate in Euro and Euro-Atlantic alliances.
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Chart 1
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Above given figure illustrates the responses of the members of the focus group, on the question wheth-
er the EU should enlarge and accept the countries from the South Caucasus region. As it is figured out
basically the majority answered positively. This means that the importance of EU appearance is really high.

Another point of discussion was whether the South Caucasus countries satisty the criteria of the EU
and can these states be assumed as the model state of the EU. The final response to this question was di-
verged in its means; no exact and clear decision was made; besides some of the members of the focus group
even assumed that the “heritage of the Soviet Union” is so much influential on the region that it is extreme-
ly difficult to maintain the European model system here. Still Azerbaijan as well as Armenia have high level
of corruption, there is problem of human rights protection in some cases, they also have a selective justice
— all of the above given reasons burdens the way of the region towards the EU.

Another very important issue connected to the process of integration was considered during the dis-
cussion. The problem of territorial integrity and clash of national interests within the region somehow
creates a huge obstacle for any state carry on their duties.

The members of the focus group figured out that Georgia has 20% of its territories occupied, meaning
that it is still problem of protection of human rights, because approximately 50 000

IDPs exist in the country. So their problem must somehow be solved, in order to reach sufficient level
of protection of civilian rights and minorities as well.

Last question was about the prediction of the focus group members, when and which state of the region
would manage to proceed the integration process to the EU. Answer to this question sounds following:
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Chart 2:
In how long period of time will the regional
states manage to access to the EU?
B Armenia [ Azerbaijan [ Georgia
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The members of the Focus group labeled the following period of time (in years) for the regional
states to access to the EU. Out of this chart, the only state - according to the fellow students — is
Georgia that actually has the largest potential and prospect to join the EU, since it represents the
best example of the model of the state of the EU.

Conclusion

This article has outlined and analyzed the short-term prospects of the region of South Caucasus to
continue its accession process to the European family. In the very beginning of the research a compara-
tive studies and analysis were given on the example of the three largest EU states: Germany, France and
the Great Britain. Their example was very significant in the means of understanding the importance of
having long-standing history of democratic institutions, effective and active interconnection of the
different branches of power, harmonized relations among the governmental institution and non-govern-
mental ones. The basic principles of liberal ideology and the existence of the rule of law and the consent
of the population to follow their obligations and do their rights — are considered to be the guarantors of
the prosperous European society.

The study repeated Georgia’s importance as a strategic link between Central Asia/Caspian and Eu-
rope. Being a corridor and having advantage to transport different goods from one part to another, made
Georgia’s image very attractive for everyone, for this very period of time the European Union.

The research demonstrated some very crucial issues connected to more political, geopolitical as well as

geo economical aspects of the integration process. By the help of academic articles the main consequences

were once again drawn in it.

The process of collecting data went through the help of the expert in the specialized fields, as well
as the focus group assistance. The final responses gathered and analyzed draw the actual figure about the
prospects of the integration process of the region of South Caucasus in the European Union. Among the
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states of the region, Georgia has better conditions and creates better model of the EU state, while the
rest of the states have their internal problems and confrontations. The fact that the interests of dif-
ferent countries and political units merges in this region is well-known, but it is noteworthy to underline
Georgias -standing willingness to integrate in the West. That is why for the past more than bring
the country to specific standards, that will be acceptable for all over the Europe, and that will satisfy the
needs of the population of the Georgia.
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The case of Georgia - Chances and Challenges
Annotation
Mariam Gachechiladze
International Black Sea University
Senior student of the faculty of Social Sciences
Instructor: Nick Chitadze

This research explains how to construct a modern EU state, as well as main aspects of the creation
appropriate government institutions based on the European values. In this regard the special attention
is paid to the principle of the “check and balance system” between three main-executive, legislative and
judiciary branches of power. Significantly, it is presented the comparative analysis of the political systems
of the leading EU member states. Particularly it is explained the main political characteristics of the mo-
narchial, semi-presidential and parliamentarian systems of governance. In the paper the attention is also
paid to the functions of civil society in different EU states and its role on decision-making process of the
authorities of appropriate countries.

Coming to the main purpose of the research on building modern European state, the best example for
it is Georgia. It is very interesting case in very diverged and important ways.

The study is conducted as part of an International Student Conference on the”Prospects for Europe-
an Integration of the Southern Caucasus” There are primary and secondary sources used within the
data collection process. There are semi-structured interviews carried out with the independent political
experts as well as academicians and professors of the International Black Sea University. The analysis of
the interviews is inspired by qualitative content analysis. There is comparative analysis done on the
tendencies of the past and today for the EU as well as Georgia.

As a result of the study; it is revealed the significance of the region of Southern Caucasus for its eco-
nomic as well as political means. Strategic geopolitical location is one of the advantages of the states within
the region to get closer to the EU. The common sense of interest and overlapping motives of different sides
- EU on the one hand and the Southern Caucasus on the other hand - on different issues become vital to
conduct the relations of these two political entities. Also very active and motivated nation like Georgia, for
instance, create a wonderful precedent and clear evidence that the region has high potential for tightening
links with the EU and have harmonized relations, by the help of modeling the modern European state.
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Federation of European events in Georgia
Natia Todua
Caucasus University
Student of the second course of the faculty of Tourism

Instructor: Teimuraz Khutsishvili, Ph.D

Overview of Event

The brand image is very important for a well-planned event. Especially in Georgia, where a few years ago,
“Event” management companies have a dream, and later was a rare luxury.

Company of Georgia currently has a lot of work in this direction. PR specialists also have their own ex-
perience of private companies.

Those who are interested in Georgian and Western experience, working in a variety of specialists advise:

It should be remembered that neither you nor your company are not home. The most important partic-
ipants are the guests who attended the event. Therefore, according to their impression and positive emo-
tions can measure the success of identification.

Georgia-based company “Georgian Events”

Company
“In 1998, the Georgia” tropi Camel “in the service of the expedition, we were interested in the
event industry and have created a” Georgian Events “ Partners and team members the ability to care-
tully listen to people, to see what they saw, what they feel and share their dreams was the motive force
that helped create the idea and the determination of the content of the company.

Values

We dream

We are fighting to the end

We adhere to the rules

We are fully committed to

We remember the heroes of our clients

We are responsible for everything we do.

European events, which were held in Georgia:
OASIS Festival Mtskheta

Mtskheta hosted on June 22 and 23, the park’s EVENT- OASIS, i say that this kind of festival was first
held in Georgia - out of the city, with tents, a lot of pleasant music and alcohol.

We spent two days at the festival and was pleasantly surprised that it was that almost all of the people
attending the festival, and a positive attitude to all thanked festival organizers for the arrangement.

8 out of a thousand tickets for the 1000 purchase of 19 gels. The surrounding area hosted two days of
Mtskheta-known European guests visited: Jacuzzi (Germany), juvenile (France), humeidhu (Denmark)
and laudspikersi (Georgia).

(And this page finished video this band musician)
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Privatbank (Georgia) became the Platinum Sponsor of the European Athletics Team Champi-

onship 3rd League
Privatbank (Georgia) will support the staging of the European Athletics Team Championship

3rd League, which will begin in Tbilisi in the month of June 2014. Privatbank will be one of the
main Platinum Sponsors of the European Sporting Events, since a memorandum was signed with
the Georgian Athletics Federation on January 15th, 2014.

Related Film Screenings

Upcoming

FILM SCREENINGS & EVENTS

Arachveulebrivi gomopena [Neobyknovennaya vystavka] (An Unusual Exhibition)

1968. USSR. Directed by Eldar Shengelaia. With Guram Lortkipanidze, Dodo Abashidze, Val-
entina Telichkina, Vasil Chkheidze. Shengelaia’s reflective, provocative tragi-comedy introduces
a sculptor who, in order to feed his family, develops a niche specializing in carving monument
tombstones bearing the likeness of the departed.

European Youth Chess Championship
2014 18- 29 October, Batumi - Georgia

Festival Art Gene’s main goal is to promote and popularize Georgia’s traditional folklore, research
and gather known and unknown materials of this field and introduce it to the general public, also
to archive and preserve those materials for future generations. Festival presents and hosts concerts
and events with participants from different parts of Georgia and the world and holds wide verity
of traditional arts and crafts exhibitions and sales. Traditionally festival starts in regions of Geor-
gia and continues in Ethnographic Museum of Tbilisi...

The general format of the Festival is free style and contains both well planned acts and also leaves
room for spontaneous improvised acts. Because of this cohesion environment Art Gene is well
known for its fabiulas ethno-modern jam sessions and has given birth to several popular music
and dance groups, which now are the part of our annual acts...

Today, on the 10th yare of our Festivals existence we can proudly say, that it is one of the most suc-
cessfuland highlyattended events in Georgia with the wide audience of all generations and ethnicity.
So we indulge you and your family to visit our Festival and hope to see you there!

Why Georgia?
Georgia (Georgian: bogo®oggemm, Sakartvelo) [1] is a country in the Caucasus. It lies at the eastern

end of the Black Sea, with Turkey and Armenia to the south, Azerbaijan to the east, and Russia to the

north, over the Caucasus Mountains.

Oliver Wardrop “Georgia’s greatest strength is their dignity amazing! The deaths of Georgia just as

soon as it is nice to see that people really loved the things people ... people who have heart discarded upon,

fatigue and melancholy . even better potion can not get it to go and live in this cheerful and generous,

honest and naive among the people. *

<
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Federation of European events in Georgia
Annotation
Natia Todua
Caucasus University
Student of the second course of the faculty of Tourism
Instructor: Teimuraz Khutsishvili, Ph.D

My information is about European events in Georgia. I think my theme is gonna be the main details of
the measures, which incorporates the EU. The events that will be Georgia. I will also be talking about what
values have events in tourism business and industry, which will affect the country. The opportunities in
this field which is being adequately qualified issues as part of the European. I will speak on topics such as
music or art paint film that forms on the event, which will tie to Europe. This is the most beautiful creations
of human life.

I have my answer to the main question will be the topic. Why and how? For what?!

Thank you, perhaps my theme is going to be an interesting and enjoyable.
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Georgia’s Religious-cultural Integration in Europe
Nodar Kvaraia
Caucasus University
Student of the third course of the faculty of Public Administration

Instructor: Teimuraz Khutsishvili, PhD

Introduction

As far as religion and culture play important role in formation and functioning of political system,
their quality depends on the existing political regime, as the political system itself is the unity of methods
and means of policy implementation.

These are the tools for practical implementation of political and legal processes, management of re-
lations, social integration, political agenda, providing stability and political socialization. Political system
defines the place of religion and culture in political life of the country.

Today the choice of Georgia and Georgian people is the integration in Europe and implementation
of European values. On the other hand religious and cultural values form the barriers in that process. To
become the part of Europe it's important to assure the cases that Europe suggests. If we want to construct
western democratic country it is vital to protect humans’ right as it is made in Europe.

It’s also important to refine and improve other issues in order to achieve the goal and become the
member of Europe, maintain the values and principles that are owned by our country and not only just get
the status. Here's the religious-cultural obstacles, as I have already mentioned above religion and culture
generally plays special role in political and social life.

There are some laws that are in contradiction with our culture and religious dogmatic and cause vari-
ous attitudes among society. For example I can name anti-discriminatory law which was recently initiated
and ratified, that I'll discuss below in the topic. I want to draw attention to the countries like Greece and
Cyprus that are close to our religion and culture and now they are the part of Europe.

I will talk about the ways that they have gone through the integration, if they had hard political-cul-
tural circumstances when the law wasn't in accordance with religion. I want also discuss the case if there
are any dangers for our culture and if it’s correct to mention as though European integration causes decline
and metamorphosis of our culture.

Also I want to discuss those important issues connected to the state as for lay and clerics, obviously
those characterizing cases that regulates their relations. If it’s fair according to nowadays Georgian consti-
tutional laws to do good to one religion, the fact that state only funds the Orthodox Church and not other
confessions even the minorities who pay the taxes similarly to orthodox ones.

If it is important or not to copy the democratic principles in Georgia as it is in the west, or to make Eu-
ropean values suitable to Georgian values. I will try to discuss Anglican, Catholic, Muslim religions" role
in those countries that represent Europe today. If there's any protest against the law, what are the means,
how’s the fight against the law. These are the topic issues I am going to introduce and discuss with you, I'll
do my best to provide interesting and crucial questions around the topic.

Georgians choice and European values

Historically Georgians have chosen Europe and its values. Still in B.C. there were traces of European

values on the historical land of Georgians that are uttered in Greek colonies. There were plenty of city-
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states like Pithiunti (Bitchvinta), Dioskuria (Sukhumi), Gienos (Ochamchire), Phazis (Poti). As it is clear
Greek culture was the background for European values and principles. So, we have been in touch with Eu-
ropean values since early age. It is the significant circumstance that Georgians have been in close relations

with Europe.

Empires that were on the territory of Europe always have chosen Georgia as the friend country and
strategic partner in one of the most important region-Caucasus. Georgians have a lot in comon with Eu-
ropeans. Several times the fortune had crossed the ways of Georgians and Europeans. If we go deeper we
understand that during the independence of Georgia it has always been the devoted to European values.
Orthodoxy was the religion that was spread in first century B.C throughout Europe and Georgia played
important role in getting closer Georgia and Europe. Moreover, I want to emphasize the fact that first
meeting in Nicaea which is known as *first Counsil of Nicaea" was attended by the Bitchvinta Bishop, the
fact itself speaks about the close relations that Georgia had with Europe and that Georgia was valued part
ofit.

Our country had always had enemies as inside so outside, despite it has lost numerous wars, it has al-
ways stayed devoted to Euripean values and principles, the fact of protecting antique Greek and Christian

values proves it.

Georgia always stood as a guardian of Europe's key principles, as mostly Europe was in danger from
the east until XV-XVI centuries and Georgians were leading to protect the Christianity. They fought to
keep the values for the sake of Georgia and whole Europe. Unfortunately in 1801 misfortune bell was rang,

Georgia was annexed and it was the beginnings of 200 years of suffer.

There were numerous rebellions demending the freedom of Georgia but they were all in vane. From
that period Georgia was separated from its friend — European people. Later in 1918 Georgia gained in-
dependence and there was a sparkle of hope to return back to European family. Political situation made
Europe to refuse the old friend. A lot of Georgian public figures and politicians did all their best for imple-

menting the choice of Georgian people-return to its historical friend - Europe.

Though the wish of Georgians weren't fulfilled and again in 1921 rechanged wicked- Soviet Union
absorbed Georgia. The most harmful and horrible era has started for Georgians. The period had negative
impact on the mentality and traditions. So Georgia became the tiny part of a huge machine known as
Soviet Union. Thus, there was young hyper patriot Georgians with ‘boiling blood' who hadcall from their
ancestors and they were continiuing ancestors’ work. Zviad Gamsakhurdia and Merab Kostava were such
young people whose attempt and devoted strugle against Soviet Union lead Georgia to 1990, when the
desirable independence was gained. Since then Georgia has continued search up todate and we are doing

our best to get in Europe-to our old friend, after being captured unfairly for 200 years by wicked system.

Referendum held in 2003 proved the choice of Georgian people that they wish to be the part of
Europe. After that Georgia has started to create essential laws and institutes. While being outside Europe
there has been huge success and development inside Europe. Now it’s our turn to catch up to Europe and
its values that had been so desirable for our ancestors, who dreamed and fought during 200 years and today
due to their devotion we have the opportunity of choice.

European values: human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, vision that protects human rights,
minorities's rights are the goal of Georgian people and Georgian state. Georgia tries to form the institu-
tions that support above mentioned values improvement on the territory of Georgia and tries to remake
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the distorted institutions which don’t work for the goals; it prevents the country to become the western
type worthy state.

On the way to Europe

As it was expected the way to Europe has been hard and full with obstacles. In 1990s situation was quit
hard in Georgia. Difficult economical and political condition led the country to civil war. The constitution
adopted in 1995 was the background of stability and peace inside the country. Aftter elections government
and ruling party were formed, of course these were first steps towards democracy but a lot of things were
imperfect and faulty.

Numerous problems existed in the country: political-economical, social-cultural, human rights viola-
tion, unequality, bribery, corruption and so on. These problems caused revolution in 2003 which exploded
among Georgian people. This revolution wasn’t organized by any political party; it was just the call of
Georgians who were tired of regime and awkward system they were living in. Since 2004 new government
started the policy based on European values.

They eliminated coruption and bribery that was the hardest point in reality. Reforms in different
fields have started. A reform in Internal Affairs Ministry was followed by positive results and affected on
inner situation. Second was an educational reform which supported examination system to be held in fair
condition and that gave equal opportunities to students to fairly entering universities. Also reforms were
implemented in health and social care, culture, sport, economic, defence, environment protection, agricul-
ture, infrastructure, external affair fields. Reforms promoted the country in formatting democratic values
and supported the way to Europe. In this period there were formed formal institutions functions and
goals, numerous informal institutions were eliminated in order not to cause inner conflicts. Such informal
institute was ‘criminals world’. Strict measures were taken against them and as a result we got stability in
political and economical fields.

The budget was increased and economical growth was from year to year. Meanwhile we received
support from partner countries and Europe too. Resonant cases such as November 7, 2007 and May 26,
2011 are still the "black spots" for previous political power. 2012 was one more step forward towards Eu-
rope and towards forming democratic country, as parliamentary elections proved to European and foreign
observers that there was growth in quality of democracy. As a result of elections the political power was
transfered to new political power without any difficulties. This fact itself speaks about the high standard of
democracy. Our country went through cohabitation which meant two different political parties” function-

ing in executive power. This is the field where the growth of democracy is vividly seen.

Georgia has gained democracy for two decades and experienced many obstacles. Georgian nation tries
to develop the country and not to repeat former mistakes. We try to transform the country to better world
with the help of European friends and American partners. Probably after several generations our country
can be the member of west democracy, as now there's a process which has started not only in 1990, it had
started from European roots together with antique Greece.
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The State and Concordat

One of the most important case for west democratic countries is the relation between state and reli-
gion.Georgia similarly with west coumtries doesn’t have state religion, but on the bases of

concordat there's Constitutional Agreement between State of Georgia and Georgian

Apostolic Autocephaly Orthodox Church. The reason was Historical contribution to the country’s af-
fairs. On the bases of the agreement was formulated the rights and responsibilities that obligates both sides.
I will try to discuss some points from this agreement, Article #4

Ecclesiastics shall be free from draft.

2. The State in compliance with Church shall provide creation of priest institution at armed forces,
prisons, and jails. The State shall adopt proper legal acts.

3. The State and Church shall be authorized to exercise joint social programmes for the population.

I *d like to start from the first aspect, I want to emphasize that not only Orthodoxs clerics are free from
military service but all clerics, that’s clearly mentioned in the law concerning Military service. There are
some questions about second aspect which is regulated by the Presidental decree about Chaplain Institu-
tion, according to the decree only Orthodox priests can become Chaplains. Here comes the question: isn’t
that violence of equality principle, as other minority like catholic priests have no right to become Chaplain.
This factor can be disturbing in the process of implementing European values. Thus, we all agree that one
of the most fundamental gains is equality.

Around the topic there are various opinions in society. Some considers that there's no need of Chap-
lain Institute, while others think that it’s crucial and vitally important for the Georgian soldiers. All of them
have own arguments. Pros consider that it’s necessary for soldiers to have met material and spiritual needs.
There's necessity of the institution as soldier can be in hopless condition or be wounded. Cons think that
there's no need of such institution, as Georgian soldiers can address to their spiritual fathers in anytime
they wish.

Also, some consider that Chaplain institute is only for Orthodox priests, that is in contradiction with
the most important principle of democracy and it disturbs right of equality, they consider that this law ei-
ther has to be cancelled or the representatives of minority religions be given the same status. Third aspect,
The State and Church shall be authorized to exercise joint social programmes for the population; it doesn’t
exclude the fact that the events are possible to be implemented together with minorities.

Now I will talk abot the funding that the church got from the state, according to the latest period only
Orthodox Church was financed from the state and other religions didn’t get any. It is the rough violence
of the equality principle. As it is clear majority of Georgian population are orthodox, at the same time all
citizens of Georgia (including minorities) pay the taxes, so the state is obliged to finance not only separate
religion but all religions existimg in its state. For sure, the funds must be proportionally given according to
the number of the congregation. Today all religions in Georgia are equaly financed by the state. But there
are again various attitudes towards the topic and the views of citizens are different. NDI has done survey
about this issue. According to it 74-75% had no idea that the state was financing the religions. 55% of pop-
ulation justified the fact that Orhodox church was getting 25 million GEL, and 21% doesn’t support it. The
majority of population doesn’t justifie the fact that different religions like Catholics, Armenian Church and
Islam communities are funded by 4,5 million GEL.

From the survey its vivid that population's opinion is devided into two: first part thinks that the state
shouldn’t finance minority religion representatives, while second group thinks that its fair religions to be
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financed by the state. Now let’s take Germany as an example, where religions are financed from the taxes
paid by the population that is actually voluntarily done. In ths case of Germany the state plays the role of
administrator. We can also discuss the case of Greece where Orthodox Church has a fund and congrega-
tion sends donations to that fund. At the same time the state supports Orthodox Church as it pays less tax
and in some cases the church gets back the paid taxes. It proves that in Europe there are countries where
churches are supported and its normal that the church is guarantee of spiritual peace and source of spiri-
tual growth.

Religious and cultural factors on the way of constructing European state

Religious and cultural factors always has played important role on the way of constructing a state. We
have to think firstly about the thing that there are a lot of nations with own culture, religion, tradition
that forms their countries on these bases. For example we can take England and France. You all know that
England i