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The folk dance art holds a special place in the treasury of the centuries-old culture of Georgia.

Georgian dance traditions were forged and formed in the same furnace as the character of the nation, its
outlook and attitude towards the world. Therefore, dance has become an accompanying phenomenon
of every Georgian’s life.

Ancient roundelays, ritual, hunting, ceremonial, competitive and love dances, as well as urban folk
dance — all that is a plastic-color palette of Georgian dance and demonstration of substantial diversity
of its brilliant pearls is a hard task.

Georgian nation is rightly proud of the fact that dance art, created by previous generations, has become
the nation’s hallmark worldwide. There is hardly any country or continent, that has been indifferent to
Georgian dances, performed by the ensembles touring abroad. There is hardly any spectator, who will
not wish to see that “Georgian miracle” again.

A reader, familiar with the mysteries of culture, will certainly agree that it is not so easy to stagger and
win the heart of modern public, satiated by all kinds of shows. Of course, this originates an idea that
the reason for this success lies not just in the performance skills of an ensemble or a single performer.
Apparently, there is an artistic code, initially laid in the Georgian folk dance itself, which articulates
internal spiritual constitution of the people, but which is also combined with universal values, that a

cultural audience can sense well.

Much has been said and written about the Georgian folk dances. Much more can be added to the
aforesaid and the next generations will undoubtedly do that.

This book is not a theoretical and monographic study of Georgian choreographic art.

Revaz Chanishvili, a professor, great professional, who is fanatically loyal to the Georgian dance, has
collected and presented in the given form to the readers’ approval the opinions and assessments,
expressed at different times by Georgian dance art experts, academicians-researchers, as well as
journalists and ordinary audience.

All the aforementioned has been collected and published in the book - “A Hymn to the Georgian Dance.”
This book is an attempt to get closer to a tremendous treasure, which is timeless, since Georgian dance,
which is wrapped in the mysteries of ancientness and is eternally young, is gaining more and more new
fans and connoisseurs.

This book is the first attempt to implement such an idea. We hope that in future the book will be
published more than once in the enriched and expanded form.

That was the editorial preface to the first edition of this book. Little time has passed and the second
amended and revised edition is ready. It is not a coincidence. The recent period showed that the
book has gained some popularity among the readers. It has turned out to be interesting to students,
schoolchildren, researchers, journalists and the broader audience. Obviously, such things do not happen
by chance. In the stream of news pieces, imposed upon the readers and spectators by the mass media,



it has become hardly possible to find necessary and relevant information. The situation is such that enormous efforts
are required just to track the course of events. Regrettably, our care-laden contemporaries are simply unable to do that.

In this case, the huge number of existing public-academic, municipal, amateur, children and youth ensembles, involving
hundreds of thousands of members, is not an exception. Among them, as it usually happens, are many random
people, whose’ attitudes and interests are not very diverse, but that actually doesn’t matter much. Georgian dance
art is a subject of interested to many people in need of comprehensive information, ready to create their own library
associated with this issue. There are so many of them that no high circulation of a single book can satisfy the desire to
obtain necessary information in this sphere. Therefore, the author of this book, who has decided to periodically add to,
improve and make it more accessible and useful for those, who were unable to buy or simply missed its first edition,
undoubtedly keeps to the right strategy. The new edition of the book will be also useful to those, who were unaware
of the recent developments.

There is another factor, that should be also taken into account. Many events have taken place in the country since
publication of the first version of the “Hymn” until present. Besides, there were certain groups of researchers and
authors, whose ideas and views, wishes or information available to them, simply was not included in the book’s first
edition. It has turned out, that such addition is necessary not only to satisfy the ambitions of individuals, but also for
greater specificity of the task. The revised and expanded edition of the book has been prepared with due account for
the aforesaid. We believe, in such a form the book will better serve its readers. It is also clear that the initiated process
will not be limited to this publication. Time will come and the issue of republishing of this book will be put on agenda

again.

This is also a common phenomenon, that once again proves that Georgian dance art is an eternal aesthetic value,
acquiring over the time a new range of elements. This happens because Georgian dance, itself, is alive and young at
heart, and it meets all the requirements and trends of the new era.

Let’s welcome the new edition of “The Hymn to Georgian Dance”, let’s wish it to acquire new readership, to continue
its march for the development and promotion of the God-blessed Georgian culture.

The book contains statements about the Georgian dance culture, made by Georgian and foreign culture figures, Nobel-
prize laureates, scientists, politicians, generals and government officials.

Among them are: Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia, llia Il; Grigol Robakidze; Chabua Amirejibi; Nino Ananiashvili;
Bella Ahmadulina; Merab Berdzenishvili; George Bush (Jr.); Nodar Dumbadze; John Steinbeck; Anzor Erkomaishvili;
Viktor Vasnetsov; Olga Lepeshinskaya; Giga Lortkipanidze; Otar Meghvinetukhutsesi; Nino Ramishvili; Iliko Sukhishvili;
Michael Fokin; Robert Sturua; Vakhtang Chabukiani; Otar Chiladze; Ivan Javakhishvili, Sooronbay Jusuyev and other
outstanding persons.

Professors: Oleg Alavidze
Revaz Balanchivadze



MNckyccTBo GONbKAOPHOrO TaHLLa 3aHMMaeT 0coboe MeCcToO B COKPOBULLHMLLE MHOTOBEKOBOM KyNbTy-
pbl [py3nn.

TpaAuuMK FPY3UHCKOTO TaHUA KOBAaNMUCb U GOPMUPOBAIUCE B TOM »KE FTOPHUJIE YTO U Cam XapaKTep
HapoZa, ero MMPOBO33PEHME U OTHOLLEHUE K OKpYrKaloLwemy munpy. MosTomy TaHew, cTaa conyTcTByto-
LWMM siIBJIEHUEM B KU3HU N06Oro rpysuHa.

[peBHelwMe XOpoBOAbl, pUTYasibHble, OXOTHUYbWU, TOPHKECTBEHHbIE, COCTA3aTe/bHble, II06OBHbIE
TaHUbl, FOPOACKOM TaHUEBabHbIM GONbKAOP — TaKoBa NJACTUYHO-LBETOBAA NAIMTPA FPY3UHCKOTO TaH-
ua, nepeynciaeHne U AeMOHCTPaLMsa CoaepKaTe/IbHOroO MHOroo6pasna 6aecTAMX KEMUYKUH KOTO-
poro npeacTaBAAETCA C/IOXKHEWLLEN 3aaa4ei.

IPY3MHCKMI Hapoa, No npaBy ropanTCA TEM, YTO TaHLLEBA/IbHOE UCKYCCTBO CO34aHHOE npeablayLin-
MM MOKOJIEHUAMMU CTaANI0 BUSUTHOM KapTOYKOM Hapoaa B MMPOBOM macwTabe. [acTponun rpysmMHCKMUX
aHcambnen 3a pybexkom He oCcTaBUAN Be3pPas3IMYHbIM HU OAHY CTPaHY UKW KOHTUHEHT. HeT Takunx 3pu-
Tenem, y KoToporo He NoABMAOCH Bbl KeslaHMe “BHOBb YBUAETb FPYy3UHCKOEe AMBO”.

3HAKOMbI C TAaUHCTBAMM KyAbTYpPbl, YNTATE/lb HECOMHEHHO COMMACUTCA C HAMMU B TOM, YTO NOTPACTMU
M TaKMM oH6pas3om 3aBoeBaTb cepal,a COBpPeMEHHOM Ny6AMKN, NPeCbILEeHHOM BCAKOro poaa 3penmuia-
MW, Aeno He npocTtoe. EcTecTBEHHO BO3HMKAET MbIC/b, YTO NPUYMHA TAKOTO yCcrnexa KPoeTca He TONIbKO
B UCMONHUTENbCKOM MacCTepPCTBO aHCambnAa UAW OTAEe/IbHOro ucnonHutena. Mo BMAMMOMY, B CAMOM
rPY3MHCKOM HapOAHOM TaHL,E M3HAYa/IbHO 3a/10XKEH XYA0XKECTBEHHbIN KOZ, HE TOJIbKO 03BY4YMBAIOLLLUMN
BHYTPEHHIOIO AYXOBHYI KOHCTUTYLIMIO HapoAa, HO U coyeTaloWwmiica ¢ obuievenoBe4eCKUMN LEeHHO-
CTAMMU, KOTOPble NPEBOCXOAHO YyBCTBYET KY/IbTYPHbIN 3pUTENb.

MHoOroe ckasaHoO M HamMMCaHO O FPY3UHCKOM HapogHoMm TaHue. Euie 6onblie MoXKHO A06aBUTb K
CKa3aHHOMY U 3TUM HECOMHEHHO 3aiMyTCA cneaytoLlme NOKOMeHUs.

[aHHan KHUra He ABNAeTCs TeopeTUdYecku-moHorpadpuruyeckmMm nccnensoBaHmMem, NOCBALEHHbIM rpy-
3UHCKOMY Xopeorpaduryeckomy UCKyccTBy.

Bonbwov npodeccruoHan ceoero gena, ¢aHaTUYECKU NpeaaHHblM TPY3MHCKOMY TaHLUy, npodeccop
PeBa3 YaHunwBsmam cobpan 1 B JaHHOM BUAE NPEACTaBUA HA Cya YMTaTeNa MHEHUA N OLLEHKM, BbICKa-
3aHHble B pa3Hoe BpemMs O FPY3MHCKOM TaHLEe cneunannctamm gaHHoOW obaacTu, y4eHbIMU — Uccneno-
BaTENAMM, @ TaKKe }KYPHANNUCTAMM U 0BbIYHBbIMU 3PUTENAMMU.

Bce BbilenepeyncieHHoe 6blsio cobpaHO M M34aHO B KHUre “CnaBoc/ioBMe FPy3MHCKOMY TaHUy”.
DTa KHUra — NonbITKa NPUBIN3NTLCA K OTPOMHOM COKPOBULLHMLE, KOTOPAsA HenoAB/iacTHa BpemMeH!,
TaK Kak MNOKpPbITbIA TAaMHOMN APEBHOCTU U BEYHO MOJIOLAOMN FPY3UHCKUIN TaHel, npnobpeTaeT BCe HOBbIX
LeHUTeNEeN U MOKNOHHUKOB.

JaHHaA KHUra ABNAETCA NepBO MOMbITKOM OCyLLecTBAeHMA nogobHoro 3ambicna. Hageemces, 4to B
Oyaywem KHUra ele He pas byaeT usgaHa B o60ralléHHOM M AOMNO/IHEHHOM BUAE.

TakMm 6bIN1I0 peaaKTopCcKoe NpesmcioBue K NepBomMy U3LaHUIO0 AaHHOM KHUMU. MpoLwaio coBcem He-
MHOFO BPEMEHMU U y}Ke roTOBO BTOpOe A0MNO/IHEHHOe U aopaboTaHHoe nsgaHme. ITo He NpeacTaBia-
eTcAa cnyvyamHocTbto. Mpoweawmnii nepuog Nnokasas, Yto KH1Ura obpena onpeaeneHHyo nonynapHoOCcTb
B Kpyry untaTener. OHa OKa3anacb MHTEPECHa CTyAeHTaM, LWKOJIbHUKAM, UCCefoBaTeNAM, }KYPHaAun-
CTaM 4a U LWMPOKOMY Kpyry untatenen. MoHATHO, YTO TaKoe He NMPOUCXOAUT Cay4aliHO. B NoToKe Ho-
BOCTE!, HaBA3bIBAEMbIM YMUTATENAM U 3PUTENAM CPeaCcTBaMM MACCOBOM MHGOPMALMU, CTANO NPAKTU-

YEeCKN HEBO3MOMKHO HalTU Haubonee HEOBXOAMMYIO N HYXKHYIO MHbOpMaLMio. BosHUKNA cuTyaums,



Korga 4/18 NPOCTOro C/IEXKEHMUs 3a XO4O0M CObbITUI TpebyeTcAa NPUNOXKEHME OFPOMHbIX YCcuau. K coxkaneHuio, obpe-
MeHEeHHbIM 3a60Tamu Hall COBPEMEHHMUK, MPOCTO HE B COCTOAHUM 3TOTO AeNaTb.

B paHHOM cnyyae He ABNAKOTCA UCK/OYEHUMEM U AeNCTBYOWME HAa OaHHbIA MOMEHT MHOMOYMUC/EHHbIe rocyaap-
CTBEHHO-aKaeMUYECKNEe, MyHULIMMNANbHbIE, NI0OOUTENIbCKNE N AeTCKUe-IOHOLWEeCKne aHcamb1m, B KOTOPbIX 06beanHe-
Hbl COTHM TbICAY y4acTHUKOB. Cpeaun HUX, Kak 3TO 06bIYHO Cay4aeTcsA, MHOIO CAy4alHbIX /t04eN, MUPOBO33pEHME U
MHTepechbl KOTOPbIX He OT/IMYatoTcA 60/1bLION Pa3HOOH6PA3HOCTbIO, XOTA U 3TO 3HAYUT HEMHOTO.

MCKycCcTBOM Fpy3MHCKOTO TaHU@ 3aMHTEPEecoBaHO 60/bLIOE KOJIMYECTBO NHOAEN, HYXKAAIOWMXCA B CEPbE3HON UH-
dopmaumm, rotosbix co34aTb COBCTBEHHYO BUBANOTEKY CBA3AHHYHO C 3TOW TEMATUKOMN. MIX CTO/IBKO, YTO HUKAKMM Bbl-
COKMUM TUPAXKOM O4HOM KHUTM HEBO3MOXKHO YA0B/IETBOPUTD XKeNaHMeE MOoJTYYUTb HYXKHYI0 MHPOpMaLmMio B AaHHOM che-
pe. MNo sTomy aBTOp AAaHHOM KHUMM, PELLUMBLUMIA €e NepuoamMveckn AONONHATb, YCOBEPLUEHCTBOBATb U caenatb 6onee
JOCTYMHOM 1 NOJIE3HOM ANA TEX, KTO HE CMOT NpMobpecTy namn NonpocTy NponycTua ee nepsoe n3gaHue, HECOMHEHHO
npuaeprKMBaeTcs NpaBuUbHOM cTpaTern. HoBoe nUsgaHmne KHUMKM 6yaeT Nosie3sHO U Tem, KTO He 6bia B Kypce cobbiTui
nocsiefHero BpemMeHu.

CnepyeT yuntbiBaTb U apyroe obctoaTenbcTBo. Nocne uspgaHma nepsoro BapmaHTta “Cnasocnosma” oo HactoAwe-
ro MOMEHTa BpeMeHM B CTPAHE MPOU3OLLAO0 MHOFO cobbiTUN. Kpome 3TOro noABUAUCH onpeaeneHHble rpynnbl yye-
HbIX-UCCNef0BaTeNEN U AaBTOPOB, YbU UAEWN, B3MNAAbI, NOXKENAHUA UNU Ke AO0CTYNHaAA UM MHOOPpMaLMA NONPOCTY He
nonana B nepBoe nlgaHme KHMrn. Kak oKkasasnocb, TaKoe A0MOJHEHME HYXKHO He TOJIbKO AJ/1A YyA0BAeTBOPEeHUA ambu-
LW OTAENbHbIX UL, HO U ANA BOoNblIeN KOHKPEeTM3aL MM NocTaB/ieHHOM 3aa4mn. C y4eTom BbilLeNnepeymnc/ieHHOro 1
6bl/10 NOArOTOB/IEHO NepepaboTaHHOe U AOMNOAHEHHOE U3aaHMe KHUTMKU. Nonaraem, B TAaKOM BUAE KHUMA ayylle nocsay-
YKUT YmTaTesnto. ACHO M TO, YTO Ha4yaTblM NPOLECC HE OFPAHUYNTCA AaHHbIM n3gaHuem. MpuaeT Bpemsa U Ha NOBECTKY
[HA BCTAHET BOMPOC NepensaaHus KHUM.

970 TOXKe 06bluHOE ABNEHME, eLlLe pa3 NoATBEPKAAOLLEE, YTO MCKYCCTBO MPY3MHCKOrO TaHL@ — BeYHanA acTeTuYecKasn
BE/IMYMHA, CO BpemeHeMm npuobpeTtatoLLas HOBYO raMmmy 31eMeHTOB. Tak NMPOUCXOAUT NOTOMY, YTO XKUB U MOSIOA, Ay-
LWOW Cam rpy3MHCKUM TaHeL,, OTBEYaloLWmMi Bce HOBbIM TPeboBaHMAM U BEAHUAM 3TMOXW.

MonpueeTcTtByem HoBoOe u3gaHmne “CnaBocnoBmA rpysMHCKOMY TaHLy”, noxkenaem emy npuobpeTeHns HOBOro Kpyra
ymnTaTenein, NPOAO/IKEHUS LLECTBUSA HA NMOMPULLE PAasBUTUA U NPOLBUNKEHUSA FPY3UHCKOM KyAbTypbl, 6/1arocioB/IEHHOM
[ocnogom.

B KHUre cobpaHbl BbICKasbiBaHUA KaK MPY3MHCKUX TaK U 3apybeXKHbIX geaTtesiei KyabTypbl, 1aypeaTtoB HobeneBcKom
npemumn, y4eHblx, NOIMTUKOB, BOEHAYa/IbHUKOB U rOCYAapCTBEHHbIX AeATesIen O KyabType rpy3nHCKoro TaHua. Cpeau
Hux: Katonukoc-natpuapx Bcea Mpysuum Unma ll, Mpuron Pobakmngse, Yabya Amupenxkunbu, Orxkopxk banaHunH, HuHO
AHaHunawsunun, benna AxmagynuHa, Mepab bepgzenunwsunn, Jxropax byw (mnagwuii), Hogap Aymb6aaze, JKoH Cte-
MH6eK, AH30p dpKomauweunu, buasmHa KeepHagse, AkaHcyr Kaxuase, Mma Kanuyenn, Buktop BacHeuos, Onbra Jle-
newwuHckas, Mwra Jloptkmnanmnase, Otap MersuHetyxyuecm, HUHO Pamuwsunun, Mamko Cyxmwsmnm, Muxann ®oKuH,
Po6epT Ctypya, BaxTaHr Yabykmanu, OTap Yunagse, MBaHs [rxKkaBaxuwsuaum, CoopoHbain Kycyes n gpyrme sHameHu-

Tble /1o gun.
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