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Amidst the intensive progress of new global media the development of the sophisticated
mechanism of its ethical and legal regulation and its monitoring is rather problematic.
There are several reasons thereof, where the first is that in the multicultural postmodern
world the global technological development is far ahead of the process of perfection and
demand for the legislative and ethical framework, which has now become a main
challenge of the modern world. A flaw of the media regulation is also the fact that the
world covered with the global media so far is lacking the universal understanding on the
fundamental issues, such as what can be considered as the restriction of freedom of
expression and what as the contempt of a person’s religious and other feelings, or even

the language of hatred.

The thesis discusses the hypothesis that in our world where the boundaries for spread of
communications can neither exist nor set and where the media is the main instrument
of the process of convergence of the current diverse cultural traditions and different
worldviews, the main concern of the media science is to perfect this instrument as much
as possible. This is the condition of peaceful coexistence of the diverse multicultural
society. During the study of those problems there should also be considered the position
that the basis for the peaceful coexistence of the community in the multicultural
postmodern world is the dialogue between and convergence of cultures, as well as

preservation of multicultural diversity and cultural identity.

The subject of this thesis is the place of the culture, religion and traditions in the Soviet
and post-Soviet Georgian mass media. The study benchmarks are the unique area which
once occupied 1/6 of the Earth (the Soviet Union) and the unique époque where the
dominant cultural and social paradigm changed twice in a century. That is why it is

interesting to study the content of the audio and visual media of that period.

The novelty of this study is that the audio-visual media and mass culture, which have
been formed as the electronic media culture of the postmodern world of the XX-XXI
centuries, is considered as a new instrument of development and spread of the
worldviews and tradition patterns of the new era, i.e. the integrity of social experience
and the cultural climate, which is analyzed in this thesis in comparison to those
historically established and traditional instruments for furthering the same purposes as

the religion and its institutions.

The Introduction provides an overview of the theories of development of mass

communications, the scientific, cultural literature on the issues of the postmodern media



183

culture and the media in general, as well as the audio-visual media and media culture,

as a cultural phenomenon of the new world.

The work also includes the coverage of religion and tradition issues as exemplified in the
post-Soviet Georgian projects the headings of the websites of which contains the religion
as the specific topic of this media product -"Conversations about Religion”(TV “Tabula” ),
“"The Other Aspect” (TV “Imedi”) and the “The Church Calendar” (TV “Unanimity”). Based
on those examples it was analyzed how the traditions and religion are covered in these

projects.

In addition, specially for the purposes of for the study of the subject of dissertation we
have conducted a small social-psychological experiment - the participant observation
over the effect of the Soviet film production on the audience, which used to show
purposefully clerics as comedic characters in the cinema. When carrying out the
experiment the attention was paid to the fact that a typical comic character of a
churchman for the Soviet filmmakers was very similar to comic characters of a churchman
preserved in the comedy folklore of the countries which had passed the period of church

reformation.

Scientific literature overview:

As far as there is a reasonable evidence that the mass media history takes its beginning
from the of the Gutenberg’s printing revolution and paper production in Europe
production, the thesis reviews the prerequisite of origination of the modern electronic
and audio-visual media - from the issue of the first newspapers to the invention of radio
and television. Also there is analyzed the particularly significant events of that era, when
a photography and audio recording appeared, as the first technologically serial visual and
audio products. The turning point of development of this era was the creation of the
broadcast media in the coverage area of the terrestrial transmitters which had been
developed until the creation of satellite broadcasting and replacement of the analog signal

with a digital one.

Parallel with it, the modern global digital communication network of Internet, created
between two centuries XX and XXI, has become the a staple for the social space subjects
and has established in kind of the mass culture, while in terms of the content these

communication innovations have promoted the creation of the multimedia culture,
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including the mass consumption of social networks and creation of qualitatively new

virtual world.

For the definition of “media” in the process of the study we have used the views about
advertising of the social psychologist Erich Fromm as well as the sociological theory of
functionalism by Robert Merton and the views and ideas of philosopher Jean Baudrillard
about simulation and simulacra, the framing concepts and terminology by D. Uznadze and
the definition of media concept introduced by the well-known Canadian media analyst
Herbert Marshall McLuhan, his terms “the global village” and “extensions of man” and the
concept of media in his fundamental book “Understanding Media: the Extensions of Man.
We have used in the thesis the works of Austrian psychologist Erich Fromm: “Escape from
Freedom”, and “To Have or To Be”, Fredy Perlman’s book "The Reproduction of Daily Life”
(1967), the doctoral thesis of Russian researcher N. B. Kirillova “The Media Culture: from

the Modern to the Postmodern”.

We have also used the memoirs of Soviet film directors Sergei Eisenstein, Tengiz
Abuladze, Giorgi Danelia, Eldar Ryazanov, Rezo Chkheidze and others, their interviews,
memories of Soviet cinema. The films produced by them and other directors have been

used in the materials of conducted experimental research.

Research Methodology

When working out on the thesis the emphasis was made on the issues, which are parallel
to the events which took place in the totalitarian states of XX century (Germany and the
Soviet Union), where the authorities similarly tried to set the full control over religious
institutions, as well as new means of mass communications - the audio-visual media, and

to use them for their own needs.

In the course of the research we found and classified the scientific philosophical-
sociological and psychological literature about both the junction of the culture, tradition
and religion with the media, as well as specifically religion, culture and tradition issues.
The scientific, historical, cultural and legal literature related to the above-mentioned
issues was selected and reviewed as well as the memorial-fiction literature of those
cultural and media figures who had to create their own product under the pressure of

censorship in the Soviet period.

In the thesis we also used the abundant audio-visual material available on the websites,

which refers to the Soviet cinema of the first half of XX century, as well as the broadcast
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media of the following period. These are mainly the papers related to scientific, cultural
and media research, modern media-related posts of bloggers, contemporary Georgian
media products relating to the coverage of religion, tradition and culture issues for the
ten-year period (2005-2015).

One of the main methods of the research was selected the experiment and the participant
observation using the Soviet films in which the religious themes with the different
attitudes towards the clerics in different eras appeared. The target of experimental

research was the contemporary youth rated 17-18 years.

Research Hypothesis:

Since during the period of the experiment the observation was conducted in the control
group as well, it was interesting to see whether the attitude of students of the
experimental group after the viewing of Soviet films was expressively different from the
control group; whether films made an explicit impact on their critical thinking. Also, how
the ideological and worldview pressure of any kind would influence the journalistic

activities of future journalists.

It was also very interesting, what effect would the Soviet-era cinema comic masterpieces

have on the new generation of people of the postmodern world.

It was expected that the old Soviet propaganda, used the caricature of the clerics for own

purpose would no longer work as it used to work in the terms of totalitarian state media.

In my opinion the fact that the audience could recollect the phrases and clichés replicated
by media (using them in their speech), does not mean that this event will affect its

motivation and will change its worldview in any direction.

Structure of Thesis
The thesis consists of the Introduction, five Chapters and Conclusion.

Chapter I discusses what is a specific feature which defines the peculiarities of the
“media culture” and differs it from the traditional culture. Marshall McLuhan, the founder
of the theory of universal media, has coined the expression that the media is interesting

in itself, as a medium, and “the medium is the message”.>” In a broader historical-cultural

57 the Medium Is the Message: An Inventory of Effects (1967)
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context, according to McLuhan, this means that the communication technology
determines the type of historical culture, worldview and a picture of the universe, or its

perception.

At the same time, the impact of technology is implemented not on the level of opinions
and concepts, but it changes the sensual apperceptions, or the perception modules
consistently and without resistance. Therefore, according to the author, in this or that
era, the basis for periodization of human history is the type of communication between

people and the dominant communication channel (verbal, written, electronic).

Whereas, the McLuhan’s periodization framework does not describe the cultural diversity,
differences and reasons of different development of religious worldviews of the era of
dominance of the uniform communication type, the introduction of these criteria requires
division by sub-periods with more specific parameters for the description of the cultural
development. In the thesis the sub-periods are relevant to the people’s different ideas
about creation of the world, principles of its structure, measuring and operation laws, i.e.
religious views that are not strictly tied with the specific periods of time, though in
relatively short time periods still determine significantly the cultural diversity in the

dominant geographic areas.

The technological development of communications by itself represents the complex socio-
psychological process of the external “extensions of man”, thereby changing both the
man and his world. As far as 10 years before creation of the global network of Internet,
Marshall McLuhan described the technological development of XX century world with this

accurate term, and, one might say, predicted the world of communication of XXI century.

Austrian sociologist and psychologist Erich Fromm in his book “Escape From Freedom”
pinpointed attention upon the media, as an information carrier and at the same time, as
an instrument with the ability of hypnotic inspiration, or upon the suggestive nature of
communication and its content. He explained the essence of advertising from the socio-
psychological standpoint and described its effect on the people: “A vast sector of modern
advertising... does not appeal to reason but to emotion; like any other kind of hypnoid
suggestion, it tries to impress its objects emotionally and then make them submit
intellectually. ... All these methods are essentially irrational; they have nothing to do with
the qualities of the merchandise, and they smother and kill the critical capacities of the
customer like an opiate or outright hypnosis...As a matter of fact, these methods of

dulling the capacity for critical thinking are more dangerous to our democracy than many
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of the open attacks against it, and more immoral-in terms of human integrity-than the

indecent literature”.%8

We can add to this statement by Erich Fromm, that, in most cases, for advertising of this
or that product, the focus is made not on the qualitative characteristics of the product,
but on the fact that the product is consumed by the people of dreams in the environment

of dreams.

Such abilities of the media were highlighted by other media researchers as well. This
aspect of the media has caused the particular interest of the researchers of the public
opinion. That is why some researchers attach great importance to the content and the
fact that the electronic media is the so-called “"Dream Factory™, which offers to people a

fictional world, and in a way that people perceive it to reality.

It is known that advertising is a permitted and regulated impact, but for a long time
already sociologists, political scientists, other researchers of media impact on society, and
jurists who analyze the legal and ethical aspects of the media impact on the public
consciousness, refer to the necessity of creating such regulations and environment for
the media which will protect the media from the prohibited aggressive impact of different
political and ideological, as well as other interest groups and will ensure the safety of its

audience from the exposure of such manipulations from the side of the media.

The information has a “bomb effect”. It can instantly cover a very large part of the
community and to urge its activism. So, the information about the tragedy with the
Charlie Hebdo editorial caused the protest of millions of people and involved even those,
who was unfriendly to the newspaper’s position. In the context of Georgia we can cite the
example of the violent death of a journalist Giorgi Sanaia, which subsequent wave of
protest was so great, that the anger of the people who went out on the streets almost

turned into a coup.

We should not forget that the independent TV company “Rustavi 2” was a very serious
player of the so-called Rose Revolution in Georgia in 2003. Consequently, evidencing from
Georgia it can be said that the media’s interference in politics is a very professional and
efficient way for carrying out the own political and ideological interests. For example, the

TV Company “Imedi” journalists also found themselves on the frontline in 2007.

8Erich Fromm Escape from Freedom — http://www.e-reading.club/chapter.php/60813/8/Fromm_- Begstvo_ot_svobody.html
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Chapter II of the Thesis deals with the understanding of different cultures and
worldviews beginning from the primitive means of communication and the origin of

different cultures, to the present.

Chapter III of the Thesis provides a brief historical background from the origin of the
printing press to the occurrence of the homo informaticus era, as the worldview created
by the influence of the media culture. It describes the conflicts of values, which has
accompanied the cultural development of the new world from the historical past to the

present.

This chapter of the Thesis emphasizes that in contrast to the technical term of "“press”
created on the industrial stage, the term “media” accurately reflects the phenomenon
which is served by the instruments united under this term and which is a new medium of
creation and formation of images and symbols, myths and metaphors of the real world in
the human consciousness. Earlier this function belonged to the religion, its institutions
and leaders and the relevant institutions, churches of different confessions, which covered

the geographical area of spread of the particular religion and served the same goal.

As an interesting example of the in-depth conflict of values in the Georgian media the
Thesis refers to the paper by the philosopher George Maisuradze under the title
“Polarization”, which pathos is distinguished with aggressive enthusiasm. The article is
imbued with the contempt to certain traditions typical for the Soviet Komsomol members
of the beginning of XX century and calls for destruction of some traditions by means of

the cultural revolution (specifically, the innocent expression of freedom as a toast).

The Thesis analyzes one more example of the radical conflict rhetoric, this time from the
position of defenders of traditional values. The Georgian Public Broadcaster invited the
leaders of the organization “Orthodox Parents’ Union” to the program which was accused
by them of the “corrupting” influence on the youth. Due to the content of the program
the members of this Union held a protest rally in front of the public broadcaster’s building
and filed a relevant complaint to the Prosecutor’s Office. A program from the series titled
“The Wall” (aired 2008.03.12) was devoted to the discussion of the protest demands of
the “Orthodox Parents’ Union”, which claimed that this youth program was often devoted
to those topics, which they believed could not be a subject of public discussion among

young people.

This program showed that the creative staff of the program does not share the

xenophobic attitude of the representatives of the "Orthodox Parents’ Union”. They believe



189

that the attitude of one part of the community against the lifestyle of the Western
postmodern world and their wish to lock the Georgians in the traditional dogmas so that
not to allow the impact of other cultures thereon, is absolutely impossible in the current
global situation. However, as they recognize the freedom of religion and expression, they

consider it necessary to provide the open air to the discussion of these issues.

That position has brought the required effect - the radicalism slowed down and the
program continued to work with its usual format. The audience has understood that just
in conditions of the radicalized media space closed for discussions, depressed with
phobias, the interest groups and self-interested individuals succeed to misuse the sincere
aspirations of the communities having contrary opinions because like any xenophobic
society, such apprehension make them very vulnerable to the influence of groups of

various interests.

As an example we can bring the crackdown of rally of May 17, 2013 which has drawn the
attention of the world and Georgian media and exposed Georgia as a country of
aggressive homophobic people in the eyes of the world civilized society. Two years after
this event the question is still left unanswered: Who was in the interest of such

provocation and who was the actual initiator of this terrible crackdown?

The Thesis focuses on the Public Broadcasting program “The Wall” because after joint
discussion of the opposing sides and in a highly interesting long deliberation during the
program, the further controversy slowed down and the “Orthodox Parents’ Union” stopped

their rally outside the Public Broadcaster’s building, that was a positive fact.

In addition, in this Chapter of the Thesis, we also raise the question of great opportunities
of the media to create new cultural values and, and how in this process the media
replaces the religion, which before the formation of the media culture used to establish
common statute, ethics and life morality and the cultural values for the public and was

the traditional developer of this function.

Whether the media feeds terrorism with its openness or on the contrary with its closeness
due to the fact that it desists from open discussion of the opinions which are inadmissible
for its? This is the question the answer to which is the main challenge of the modern

society. As it turns out, there is no unequivocal answer to this question.

The attack on the French satirical magazine “Charlie Hebdo” in Paris on January 7, 2014
is the sad example of the threats with which the media regulations existing in the modern

world cannot still cope. The attack on “Charlie Hebdo” and the slaughter has opened the
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field for such a discussion and probably this question needs to be answered beyond the

established patterns.

The Thesis develops the concept that until the actions by military methods is justified
and admissible in the civilized world, and until some of the world leaders and the powerful
interest groups consider those methods quite applicable to achieve their goals, it is likely
that the opposing party will also seek the financial and human resources, which are

ready to use violence, or, in this case, the terrorism for own purposes.

How the media responds to these challenges? Has it become an unwitting tool in the
hands of the aggressive forces? Interesting is the socio-psychological analysis of the
reasons why the people grown up in a peaceful environment are turning under the
influence of militant organizations like the Islamic State. We can say that they themselves

become victims when they turn to be the murder weapon.

This process often involves the electronic media as well. For example, the free Internet
space, as well as TV stations, “Al-Jazeera” and "“Al-Arabiya”, which disseminate the
information about the jihad declared by some of the aggressive Muslim imams, or even
the media outlets which are well known for the Western culture and are close to it, air
live the military operations in the name of democracy. Accordingly, the audience of that
media becomes a witness and an involuntary participant of those events. As a result of
those military actions, as we know, a lot of people (including peaceful ones) die. By the
journalistic standards established in the democratic society, the media bears no
responsibility for the effect of disseminated information. The main principle is to comply
with the accuracy of the information and media shall not be liable for future developments
caused by the dissemination of the information. Only in this case it is possible to protect

the freedom of expression.

Based on the media experience in Georgia, we can say that a society that is more
conservative, is cautious about new and painfully says good-bye to the traditional values.
Accordingly, the society is more xenophobic than its young, daring media, which has

mainly brought up and developed based on the western experience and values .

Of course, individual radical cases can be generalized neither in religions, nor in faith and
citizens of a certain country. For example, the massacre (terrorist act) committed by
Breivik can in no way be regarded as the attitude of his country’s citizens to foreign
students, as well as the mass murder committed by two certain Muslim fundamentalists

in the editorial office cannot be regarded as the attitude of the Islam, as a religion,
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towards the freedom of speech and the media and as demonstration of the Islamic
terrorism thereof. That is why the slogan “"We are fighting terrorism, not Islam!” of
millions of people who gathered to protest the attack on the magazine “Charlie Hebdo”

in Paris is quite justified and clear.

The Thesis brings another example from the practice of the Georgian media - on June 23,
2015 the website of one regional media - the Kakheti Information Center posted the
information about the extremist threats from the side of an extremely aggressive citizen
addressed to the journalists, citizens of Georgia who are ethnic Azerbaijani, with the
pretext of protection of the Muslim religion. The author of the threat compared the
destroyed cage drawn in the caricature in front of which young journalists stand with
books in their hands, with the demolishing of the mosque, and for this reason he decided

to threat the journalists with killing, swearing to Allah.

The terrorist act implemented against “Charlie Hebdo” staff and the threat to the
journalists of the Georgian online edition “renaissance.ge” is the example, that the
religious feelings, in most cases, is only a pretext for the extremely aggressive people
who in the name of profaning these feelings are fighting the freedom of expression. As
regards the latter case, the solution is the action of the security services in accordance

with the applicable law but not the wait for introduction of the new regulations.

Chapter IV of the Thesis describes the global nature of the dominant media culture in
the industrial and post-industrial era and as a specific example there is brought the
convergence of Georgian and other post-Soviet media and the global media culture. The
facts of penetration of the avant-gardes culture in the closed cultural space such as a

culture of socialist realism are brought to describe the postmodern world.

As is known, the avant-gardes covered all the arts in the European culture of XX
century. Poet Arthur Rimbaud explains the need of denial of the traditional culture in one

phrase: “Il faut etre absolument moderne”® (“You should be absolutely modern”).

Georgian artist David Kakabadze versant with the French culture even managed to import
the avant-garde symbols and codes in the canvas depicting the socialist parade. In order
to pass the censorship, Kakabadze included in the Imereti “carpet-like” landscapes the
image of an power plant, and when this was not approved by the censors who claimed
that the artist failed to show the socialism builders, in one of the picture he depicted the

demonstrators with banners in their hands under the Imereti mountain (“The Meeting in

59 Une Saison en Enfer"http://www.mag4.net/Rimbaud/poesies/Adieu.html
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Imereti”, 1942). The demonstrators were holding the banner with portraits of Lenin,
Stalin and Beria. The banners with portraits of the leaders painted on the canvas are
much larger in size, then the people, but all these things are crested with the mountain
performed in a modernist style as a symbol of eternity, while the perishable people and
leaders are shown at its bottom. The artist’s position was proved by the history itself,
but rather ironically as after Stalin’s death, when Khrushchev announced a fight against
the “cult of personality”, Beria’s and Stalin's portraits on the Kakabadze’s canvas were
painted over in the museum depositary, so the transient has disappeared from the canvas

and the eternal has remained.

For 70 years of the Soviet Union the necessity of formation of a “new human” was
declared on the state level, and art workers were called as “human soul engineers” and
their direct responsibility was to make corrections in the mentality of a pre-revolutionary

man of the old world and to create a man with the new Soviet mentality.

The Soviet film director Vsevolod Pudovkin described the basic principle of the 1920s
Soviet cinema as the “dictatorship of idea” in his article “The Time in the Cinema”
published in 1926 (noteworthy is fact that the word “dictatorship”, which for a man of the
today democratic development civilization contains a clearly negative context, at that
time was not treated as such. The Dictatorship of the Proletariat proposed by V. |. Lenin
was proclaimed the key condition for the building of the new state and the common

good).

The early XX century entered the world culture, as the era of challenging religious ideas,

total reconsideration of values of and generation of the new picture of the universe.

Friedrich Nietzsche’s statement “God is dead”, the “subconscious” concept proposed by
Sigmund Freud as the main determinant of human behavior, new economic and political
relations, the Marxist understanding of bourgeois morals had based the art featured with
nihilism and decadence. The religious dogmatism, traditional morality were challenged
that was obviously reflected in the western art, including the cinema. But, if for the rest
of the world this was the natural process caused by the paradigm change and the pursuits
by intellectuals and artists (philosophers, writers, artists) in the reality bearing the signs
of demolition of the old values, in the Soviet Union this was first of all the initiative which
came from the ruling circles and their order to the mass culture and media to use the
philosophical sense and the searches created in the art in their favor and for

implementation of the totalitarian authority.
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The idea of communism which had gradually evolved and improved became a kind of

political myth and at the same time a new religion.

The Bolsheviks created the quasi-religious cult, in which Lenin was God the Father, and
Stalin was his successor, who like the Egyptian pharaohs, inherited the Lenin's divine
nature according to the formula “Stalin is Lenin today”®?, - the article of this pathos was
published in the main All-Union newspaper “Pravda” in connection with the vozhd Joseph

Stalin’s 60-anniversary.

The everyday benefits brought by civilization were also attributed to the personality of
Lenin. For example in the Soviet Union the light bulb invented by Edison was called the
“Ilich’s bulb”.

All those who did not fall within the scientific and ideological frames of the “Bolshevik
progress” set on by the censorship, and did not meet their requirements, were
announced the bourgeois decadence peddlers, “enemies of the people” and were

subjected to annihilation.

Just because no one should “serve two masters”, all traditional beliefs were announced
wrong and harmful. Inculcation of this idea in the media was the government’s immediate
directive. It became clear for the first time in the silent film “St. Jorgen’s Day” shot in the

1930 which was regarded as model.

The anti-religious novel “The Saints Factory” by Danish writer Harald Bergstedt
(Bergstedt, 1877-1965) was translated into Russian in 1924, and the Russian film director
Yakov Protazanov produced the silent comedy “St. Jorgen’s Day” based on this book. The
subtitles for the comedy were written by IIf and Petrov. The film soon gained popularity in
the Soviet Union and the Soviet censorship was so impressed with it that in 1935 the
sound variant of this film was produced. This movie for the first time introduced the
ecclesiastic topic with a specific, satirical interpretation. In the satirical comedy the church
is depicted as the money-grubbing institution subjugating people by deceit and where the
charlatans serve. This image of the church was very typical for the Soviet cinema of the
further period as well, however, there are some differences in attitudes towards the
Church and the tradition in the films of the 1920s and 1960s.

We may say that Andrei Tarkovsky’s film “Andrei Rublev” produced in 1966, laid the

foundation of a new attitude to religion in the Soviet cinema.

60 “Cranun — 310 JleHuH cerogHa” the citation from the panegyric article published in the newspaper “Pravda” in 1939 by Anastas

Mikoyan.
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In my opinion based on the absolutely justified facts, the sixties are considered a
watershed and the second phase of the development of the Soviet audio-visual media,

the era of more creative freedom and less ideological pressure.

It should be noted that this period coincides with the next big breakthrough in the Soviet
history followed after the XX CPSU Congress and condemnation of the “cult of

personality”.

As for the first phase, it is clear that creative activity of those gifted artists of the Soviet
era of the first half of XX century cannot be considered not keeping in mind the especially

heavy pressure and the specific historical context.

Michael Kalatozishvili’'s silent film (1930) “Jim Shvante” (“Salt for Svanetia”) due to the
film director’'s mastery, innovative visual technology, exoticism of the theme, suspense
and many other merits, despite of its ideological load, is rightly considered a masterpiece

of the Georgian Soviet cinema.

Keeping the Zeitgeist in mind, it is understandable, that picturing the Church in kind of
money thrown on a cross, and showing the mob running to jump to the grave at the
church’s call was explained by the Soviet film experts as the reference to the European
avant-garde, but, in my opinion, noteworthy is the observation that the footage fully fit
Karl Marx's attitude to religion. We can also say that this film sequence is the on-screen
reproduction of the Karl Marx’s and Vladimir Lenin's approach “Religion is the opium of
the people” made by the intelligent edition methods. After all the above, we can say that
the coexistence of two cults - the Leninism, as an instrument for implementation of the
common equality and justice on the Earth (i. e. the faith of communism, as an ideology
for reaching the earthly paradise) and the traditional church, became impossible. This
process was intensively reflected in the media and cinema. The Bolshevik government
began to wipe out the traditional church both by a direct, aggressive violence and through
its withdrawal from the mind and personal development. The tough satirical stance had

been gradually replaced with humor.

Comic characters of clerics and aristocrats are often found in Georgian and other Soviet
comedy films of the second half of XX century. The humorous-satirical attitude to the
church and the traditional aristocracy was typical not only for cinema, but for the other
propaganda media of that period, but the comedy films and characters of clerics we have

described, became almost inseparable for the comedy filmmakers.
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I have also to emphasize that in this case, we do not mean the clearly plotted, comedy
films, the typical product of social realism which were produced by the Soviet filmmakers
of the so called “era of tranquility” on a regular basis, but the brilliant comedies produced
by really talented artists, in which the film directors, on the one hand, revealed their own
ironic attitude to the religion and at the same time paid tribute to the Soviet censorship,
in order to acquire the right to shot freely the non-propagandist so-called lyric comedies
and to have a chance to release these films. So, these films can be considered as more

free manifestation of spirit than a typical Soviet propaganda.

Since the 1960s, the Georgian TV broadcasting took its start (opened in 1956, the daily
broadcast started since 1961), the religious attitude of which was clear: the audience well
knows that every Easter night, the Soviet Georgian TV showed popular foreign films in

order to hook the people on television sets and to keep them from going to the church.

In the assimilation and understanding of a new Post-Soviet Georgian journalism, as in
many other areas, there was no call for the experience of old professionals. The new
generation has not considered the “repentance” of the older generation a sufficient basis
for their integration into their new world and aggressively challenged the Soviet cultural

elite.

In this context, noteworthy is the film by the Russian Soviet film director Eldar Ryazanov
“The Promised Heaven” (“Hebeca obetoBaHHble”), which was shot by the Russian film
director who had been very popular in the Soviet Union, after the collapse of the USSR,
and which was dedicated to the downfall of romantic illusions of the Soviet-era

intellectuals.

Indeed, a strange irony is that a new culture of a new country (the Soviet Union), began
with the Eisenstein’s genius film “The Battleship Potemkin”, where a riot stirred by the
inedible, grubby, decayed meat escalated into a revolution, while the history and cultural
traditions of the country resulted from this revolution ended with Tengiz Abuladze’s film
with a rather significant title “The Repentance”. In this film, Varlam, the son of one of
the creators of first Bolshevik dictatorship, Abel Aravidze (a typical Soviet citizen happy
of his primitive being, a conformist and obedient, was shocked by the fact that his son
committed suicide after being aware of his grandfather’s sins), awakens, excavates the
decayed corpse of his own father, Varlam Aravidze from the grave and throws it to the
damp. To sum up in one phrase the cultural, ideological, philosophical and conceptual

structure and the metaphoric history of development of the Soviet cinema we can say
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that the Soviet cinema commenced with the decayed meat and ended with the throwing

over the decomposing corpse.

Unlike direct allusions contained in the “Repentance” by Tengiz Abuladze, in which the
protagonist, even superficially resembled Lavrenty Beria, the film by Eldar Shengelaya
“Blue Mountains, or Unbelievable Story” (1984) by generalizing the example of one
particular organization, the publishing house, paints a picture of the expected collapse.
The situation created in this publishing house shows that the Soviet bureaucracy is clearly
outdated, and people working there are only creating visibility of activity, but in reality
they only hinder the realization of the creative potential of the young author. At the end
of the film the building, i. e. the Soviet Union, collapses, the danger of collapse of which
has been foreseen by one comic character (surveyor), but no one share his concernment,

and all together continue to engage in a waste of time.

The generation of parents grown up in the Soviet era have challenged moral problems as
well. Their morality and good conduct has become dysfunctional in the new postmodern
reality. The vast majority of the middle-aged generation have failed to accept a new
lifestyle and technology and left beyond the active social life process. The majority of
them has found a new social function in the so called “position of advocate of traditions”.
This was followed by disintegration of the traditional Soviet-style economic, technical and
cultural relations that plunged the countries which had no adequate natural raw materials

to offer to the world market, into extreme poverty.

The overall reintegration process was not easy to stop. Ethnic groups resided in
multiethnic states joined the process of disintegration and launched the separatist
movements. The armed conflict between the defenders of territorial integrity and the

separatists began in Georgia.

During the military conflict the release of music shows, concerts, etc. to TV air was
considered a criminal negligence and inappropriate behavior for the military situation. The
national intellectual elite, who had totally occupied the air of political and non-political
broadcast, had involved in the so-called process of clarifying the historical truth, which
had been further increasing and revealing the in-depth conflicts through the enormous
discussions on the topics of reintegration and national identities. This was aggravated by
the politics pursued by the former dissidents who had come in power without any
experience in the political governance (the experience of democratic governance was

almost impossible, because the generation which had raised in the Soviet state had had
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no arena for mastering and acquiring the democratic governance principles). All of this
had led to processes of quite a painful nature. Public confidence in the state television and
the press corps had been dented. A part of the public who had participated in the war and
those who did not combat split. Open discussions of such issues on television had led to
further controversy in the society. It was the time when the term “red intelligentsia”
appeared for definition of the culture workers attributed to the Soviet culture by one part
of the society (President Zviad Gamsakhurdia’s adherers). The situation was complicated
by the fact that one part of the people with the Soviet past ran for the Parliament which
by that time was chaired by Eduard Shevardnadze. This controversy has not diminished
when in 2004 after the Rose Revolution Eduard Shevardnadze was replaced by the young
president Mikheil Saakashvili. The then Prime Minister Zurab Zhvania was well aware of
the importance of the public influence of the Soviet-era intelligence and the designation of
the artistic elite, but after the Prime Minister’s sudden death president Saakashuvili
decided to find his foothold in the intellectual elite of the young writers and artists who
had developed as professionals after the collapse of the Soviet Union and supported the

Rose Revolution.

The representative of the American political school S. Cohen stated that, no political
system in no country will be stable if not born in the country as a result of development of

its political culture®?.

If slightly rephrasing this statement, we can say that neither cultural values will be stable,
unless they find their place in the system reformed by the common public consensus
based on the modern requirements for nation’s traditional culture and traditional values.
With this in mind, we can conclude that the direct export of cultural values bypassing the
controversial road of the adaptation is not possible. The public will accept those values, if
after overcoming the controversies and obstacles between the new and old which the
public will pass by itself, all novelties become natural for it. For that reason the committed
efforts of some Georgian nongovernmental organizations to make the society tolerant to
religious and other minorities will be realized, when the society tailored for the centuries
old traditional values will free of xenophobia with regard of the challenges of the new
global world, that is only after the emotional and motivational release from its fearful

attitude to the novelty and reformation.

®1 Actual problems of modern political science abroad. - M., 1990. p.10
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The confrontation sharply escalated in the conditions of the young reformist government
who had come to the power through the Rose Revolution aspiring to set up themselves by
declaration of the pro-Western orientation, when president Saakashvili called as “flush”
all cultural workers of the Georgian Soviet-era who had been referred to as the “red
intelligentsia” since the first Georgian president’s period. This term has become the
reason of many heated discussions in many talk-shows in which the old and the new
generation of cultural workers dueled. This situation and the chronic economic crisis have
led to the flourishing of aggressive ageism. It is clear that young people have mastered
more easily and quickly a new technology and new economic relationships in the business
which for a certain period were inaccessible for the generation of their parents (because

of the country's reclusive politics).

The process continues today. In these dramatic circumstances, a nhew Georgian electronic
media - television, advanced radio and completely new cinema were born which have
faced new and unknown challenges. The cinema and broadcast media had to get financial,
and, hence, the editorial independence in the conditions when the TV and radio

companies were still interested in the political but not commercial issues.

The film copyright protection organization was established in the independent Georgia
quite quickly. Its terms of reference covered protection of the products of Georgian
filmmakers (including those created in the Soviet period). By their lobbying, the
Parliament passed a law that protected the copyrights of Georgian film directors.
However, there was no law that would limit the internet piracy. For this reason, Georgian
film products completely disappeared from the content of low-budget Georgian television
stations and the entire air space was dedicated to the pirated products of the Western
mass culture. At the time, the programs of a variety of religious interest groups appeared
on television, which were interested in propagation of their own ideas through
broadcasting and spared no expense for dissemination of their religious worldviews
(1996-1997). So, for example, the funds received from “The Watch Tower” supported in
the beginning of their existence such TV companies as “Kavkasia” and "Eureka." They
allocated their morning air to the TV sermons of Jehovah's Witnesses. Some time later,
when the “Eureka” owners realized that the fundraising was possible through the religion
they gave place in its air to the Orthodox Church for several years. Later the TV company
“Unanimity” was established on its basis, which in 2013 acquired the “Eureka” frequency

and license. The station mainly airs the programs dedicated to Orthodox themes.
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Creation of high-quality educational programs are much more expensive than, say, of
local news. For this reason, in 1996-2004all the newly established TV companies gave
priority to the news programs. The culture in those news appeared only in the so-called
third block, or at the end of the program and mainly was limited with the short reviews of
occasional nature. Cultural figures (as well as the art and science workers) were
relatively regular visitors of the morning shows of more free format. For a time, only the
state funded TV stations had the luxury to create educational programs or to buy ready

projects on the foreign TV programs markets.

In 2001-2002 the 15t Public TV Channel broadcasted the author’s program “Hymerion”. Its
author George Chartolani talked with the outstanding culture figures. The show was
interesting by the fact that its presenter was a professional art critic and he was

competent to ask questions.

“The current generation should be able to see the true artists, in order to avoid the
leveling of values”, - explained the author the concept of the program in the interview
published in the newspaper “Kviris Palitra”. (2002-04-01).

Cultural topics are covered by the art critic Gogi Gvakharia’s program “Red Zone”, that is
a joint project of “Radio Liberty” and the Public Broadcaster and which has been aired for
a number of years. The author discusses the cinema from its psychological and
philosophical aspects. At first, he discusses a movie with intellectuals of various
professions and then offers viewers to see it. However, this program is designed for a
relatively small segment of the audience, as its priority is to show the intelligent film

masterpieces.

The founders of the independent TV Company "Rustavi 2", who had quickly got to grips
with the new reality and created the television of basically news direction, in 1994
received a large part of the international grants allocated to the media in Georgia, that
contributed to its rapid advancement. Commercialization has brought its disadvantages as
well. The social-political component was mainly developed , as the interest of the political
groups to use the media for their own purposes, was very strong. In order to carry own
interests they did not hesitate to spend political money while the advertising market was
very weak. Consequently, in such a situation, the broadcasters did not increase the air
time for the culture and the educational component almost disappeared from the media

space.
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Unlike private TV companies, the cultural segment has been aired for a long time by the
Georgian TV and Radio Committee reorganized into the Public Broadcaster, that despite
the staff reduction during the reorganization process, still manages to cover the topics
related to the culture and tradition. The journalist Tamar Tsagareishvili’'s program “Tell
Me about You” was telling the society about famous people. The program concerned both
the culture and traditions and different modes of living of ethnic minorities living in

Georgia.

The first private Internet Television “Art-area”, which has declared that it is entirely
focused on cultural issues, and has some original educational projects (e. g. “"The Street

Academy”) was established in May 2012 and now is a cable channel.

When it comes to the coverage of religion and tradition topics, since 2000, Georgian TV
channels have aired live the Easter and Christmas liturgies as well as the Decent of the
Holy Fire in Jerusalem, which is covered by a part of media as a miracle, and by other
media as the traditional ritual of transfer of fire from Jerusalem. It is noteworthy that if
earlier the religious society thought it the duty of the national television to broadcast this
event, further, due to the great interest of the audience, the commercial TV stations have
fought for the exclusive right to air live from Jerusalem. Today, commercial TV channels
try to keep ahead of each other to ensure the perfect TV signhal reception from
Jerusalem, because this broadcast will bring them a higher rating, however, so far only

the Public Broadcaster has the exclusive rights to such broadcast.

The independent TV company “Tabula” (having broadcasted since 2009) has the program
“Conversations about Religion” hosted by Levan Sutidze. The program also invites guests
- philosophers, theologians, etc. who express their views on the relations between the
state and religion, as well as on how they think, the Georgian Orthodox Church and its

parish understand the Christian values .

It should be noted that in Georgia, in Tbilisi the Patriarchate’s television “Unanimity” is
broadcasting 24 hours a day, which completely serves the promotion of the position and

views of the Georgian Orthodox Church.

In 1998-2000 journalism was one of the most popular professions in Georgia, and it
served a high public confidence. This led to creation and development of a number of
commercial televisions. Along with the broadcast media transmitting their product by
the antenna signal, internet providers, satellite and cable companies emerged on the

market.
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As far as the Thesis considers the electronic media an important component of modern
culture, it has been analyzed, what share does the media component hold and what social
impact, or the distinguished features it has in the process of transformation of culture,

religion and tradition.

The society grown up in the atheistic environment, has chosen the Church as a new
priority and the number of churchmen has increased among the youth and the parents’
generation as well as among the former Communists. The topic of the journalism
workshops often has been the relations between the media and the church. Noteworthy is
the fact that the older generation of media producers, due to their atheistic past, did not
consider themselves competent in religious matters and for covering religion-related
topics gave priority to those reporters, who were churchmen, and hence, in the opinion
of the producers, were competent. Those reporters when covering the religious matters
asked for advise their spiritual fathers, who, of course, were the conductors of the
Church’s position, and therefore, the coverage of these issues by those reporters was

somewhat biased.

This situation  was presented by the host Levan Sutidze in his program “The
Conversations about Religion: Media and Religion - Philosopher Levan Gambashidze®2”
which he posted to YouTube on June 30, 2014 with the following lead: “What are the
results of the religious propaganda by journalists elevated to the ambo? Why the press
present us miracles as a fact, and the irrational beliefs as the empirical truth? Why the
representatives of journalism belittle their profession in the praising of the Catholicos-

Patriarch and the clergyfor years and have been engaged in proselytism?".

It should also be noted that the journalistic ethics does not prohibit the host from making
comments. However, in my opinion, he is more than radical in his comments.
Accordingly, the host and TV company “Tabula” hold and spread a radically negative
position with regard to the Orthodox Church. As for distinction of the TV program
“Conversations about Religion" from other programs dedicated to the same theme, its
niche is to show the views of religion of a variety of specialists, intellectuals and

scientists. The author chooses guests by such property.

62 “Conversations about Religion: Media and Religion — Philosopher Levan Gambashidze -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MZ8YsoSS_4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMZ8YsoSS_4
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Contrary to the TV “Tabula” which treats itself as an independent channel, the Church is
positively covered in the TV “Unanimity”, which is openly the Patriarchate’s television
and, hence, a large part of its programs serves for promotion of the Patriarchate’s

position.

Chapter V of the Thesis represents the research (the participant observation), which
was conducted in frames of this project for four years (2008-2012). As a result of this
project we have studied the journalism students’ attitude to religion, and also the impact
of the Soviet movies on the young people of the era following the collapse of the Soviet
Union. The idea was based on the fact that the majority of students, due to the country’s
economic problems and the situation in the media, as well as ignorance of Russian
language, had no access to the Soviet cinema. They had not seen the largest part of the

Soviet film masterpieces.

Another fact which contributed to carrying out the experiment was that the history of
cinema had been taught in the media institutions as an academic discipline and the
students for the first time were getting familiar with these products. The goal of the
participant observation was to find out the impact on the young audience of the Soviet

film production, for which is typical to describe clerics as specific comic characters.

Of course, as all participant observations, either our observation is not free of
personalism, so in this case, we will discuss only the trends but not the the precise
results of comparison of specific quantitative data. To minimize the personalism defects
we conducted the study for four academic years, that enabled us to increase the number
of participants in the experiment (testees). The experiment and participant observation
were conducted as follows: 120 students were questioned in the experimental group and
the same number in the control group of, a total of 240 students in four years. The group
included young people of homogeneous age and education level, those who had passed
national exams and were enrolled in the Media and Audio-Visual Arts School to learn

journalism, director or operator profession.

During the observation period (2008-2012) I (L. Eliashvili) was teaching at the Journalism
Department of the Media and Audio-Visual Arts School, which every year admits about 70
to 90 young people. Two groups were selected out of this student body: young people of
the same age and quantitative composition (about 30 students in the experimental group
and the same number of students of the same age (17-18 years) in the control groups,

sex was not given a value. It should also be noted that most of them were females
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because the main staff was from the Faculty of Journalism and males rarely enter this
faculty). To compose those groups we originally selected sub-groups of different
worldviews A, B and C. Since the goal of the study was to determine the impact of the
audio-visual media on the human’s belief and the human’s attitude to the religion and
religious institutions, we selected for observation the available audio-visual material- the
XX century Georgian movies, comedies, with the typical, comic characters of clerics

illustrative for the Soviet comedy films.

To do this we had studied in advance how many students had A type of worldview. This
subgroup was composed of the students who strongly expressed categorically positive
attitude towards the Christian Church, claiming that they are in the church, also they
believed that the public discussion about religion without the blessing of their spiritual

father is sacrilegious.

Subgroups B and C were composed according to the same method. Students with the B-
type worldview were less categorical in religious topics and disputes, they believed they
were orthodox Christians, but did not have a spiritual father and considered acceptable
to discuss , what should be the relationship of the state and the church as well as the
church and the media in a secular state. As for the worldview of students of subgroup C,
they were categorically “secularists”, i.e. the students, who were firmly adhered to the
so-called “positive atheism” principles. They claimed that the media had nothing to deal
with the coverage of liturgical celebrations and other ecclesiastic activities and that the
church should be completely separated from the state. The same subgroup included those
students who were not interested in religious matters, were non-religious or did not have
any attitude to the Orthodox Christian Church.

The division of students by groups by the described attitudes was required in order to
understand their opinion on a seemingly completely painless question: Is the public
broadcaster obliged to live broadcast the important holidays of the Christian Church?

This question is very relevant today in the Georgian media.

In subgroups A and C the answers was unequivocal: in the first case - “Yes”, and in the
second case - similarly categorical "No”. A comprehensive discussion took place only in
subgroup B, but the number of students in this subgroup were not sufficient to be divided
by two to set up experimental and control groups. So I set up mixed groups (K - control

and E - experimental) in a manner that the percentage of students having A, B and C
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opinions was as even as possible, and the different attitude to the church in both groups

was represented with the same percentage.

Every next year the students were selected again by the same manner. Both groups (K
and E) were set up, and in the beginning and at the end of the academic year (twice a
year), we checked how the real face of a cleric was more relevant in comparison with the
cinema character. If case of necessity, students of the Faculty of Journalism were added
with the students of the TV Directing Faculty. The experimental group viewed the Soviet
films, which were not included in the list of movies provided by the curricula in cinema
history. Consequently, the members of the control group did not view those films. The
list of films which were interesting for the experiment included: “Jim Shvante” by Michael
Kalatozishvili, “Paradise Lost” by David Rondeli, "Any Other Time” by Mikheil Chiaureli,
“Lazare’'s Adventures” by Bouba Khotivari, “Londre” by Tamaz Meliava, “The Tree of
Wishes” by Tengiz Abuladze, "“Don't Grieve” by Giorgi Danelia. All of this in the films
show clerics as comic, mostly episodic character, which comicality is visible just when
they appear on the screen for a short time. It is, as a rule, a fat, paunchy man who acts
inappropriately and shamefully for a church servant (sometimes he is a swindler,
sometimes he is a drinker or sot, or adulterer, sometimes a pennypincher or a
dunderhead). Some of clerics depicted as film characters are characterized with several
above listed negative features. During the experiment (one academic year) only the
experimental group viewed regularly these films, while the control group - not. Within
four years, 120 students of 17-18 years old gathered in the experimental group and the
same number in the control group. Several times a year, both groups were offered to
share opinions on the media-related issues, which were of importance for the society.
At the end of the academic year we conducted the test “Complete the Sentence” and
found out whether or not the film characters had impact on the associative memory of the
experimental group members. Also we repeated the question asked in the beginning of
the year but in a slightly different form: How much it is necessary for the audience to

have the broadcasted live the important religious holidays by TV?

For four years we repeated the experiment and participant observation according to with
the same system. We have sorted the interesting statements on the topic in three
subgroups (A, B and C) of opinions according to their categorical character. Therefore, A,
B, and C only indicate the opinions but not those who has expressed this opinion. In the
tables hereto only the opinions are counted as A, B, and C categories, but not people. As

criteria of A and C categories we took the words used for expression of the unambiguous
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n A\

attitude like: “of course”, “without fail”, “cannot be otherwise”, “under no circumstances”.
The neutral expressions of B subgroup were considered such expressions, which have
been colored by a categorical tone or emotion, and used such words as “may”, “why not”,
“if needed”, “It depends on the TV”, “as the audience requires”, “if it has the rating, then

” A\Y /AA\Y

it is acceptable”, “they know”, “a what-if”, etc.

In order to encourage the students to participate in the discussion, they were told that
the purpose of this workshop is to check their oratory, or the transferring skills, and that
it does not matter, what would be their attitude towards the question. Any answer is
acceptable. It is important how clear and exactly would they express their opinions,
whatever they may be. It is quite enough for the answer to participate in the debate
even once. However, it is desirable to participate two or more times, but given the fact
that all students shall have the opportunity to express their opinions. During the debate
we tried to encourage delicately relatively modest students and to avoid the priority of
more active students. As the observation has shown, in the course of the debates the
more important thing for the students was the position held by the group’s informal
leader whom the group recognized as an intelligent and clever person, or who
distinguished with other features that was readily apparent from their comments and
other non-verbal actions. This shortcoming was minimized through bringing of new

testees in four years.
The group members viewed regularly the movies from the following list:

“Jim Shvante” ("Salt for Svanetia”) directed by Michael Kalatozishvili (1930). The cleric in
this film is not yet a comic characters, but it is shown how the priest and the Church

together with the local authorities oppress poor highlanders.

“Lazare’s Adventure” directed by Bouba Khotivari (1973.). The film shows how a hypocrite
and liar priest oppresses a talented orphan. The priest is paunchy, greedy, voracious and
evil. His obesity as a negative feature is underlined in the film through the several times
repeated phrase: “Father Enoch, Christ was skinny but what has made you fat?”

publicly shouts at him from time to time the other comic character, anarchist Anania,

who, on each such outburst is brutally beaten by the violent, muscular deacon.

“Paradise Lost” directed by David Rondeli (1937). In this film the priest is a swindler,
who together with fibber nobleman Michela Kalmakhidze deceives the believers and

squeezes money. .
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In the comedy film “Londre” (director T. Meliava, 1966.) the character of a priest is also

paunchy and stupid and easily scammed by Londre.

In the film “"Any Other Time” directed by Michael Chiaureli (1965), the nobles and their
way of life are turned to ridicule. In this comedy an episodic character of priest is
traditionally comical. The priest was invited for communion to distressed princess
Khoreshan (Veriko Anjaparidze’s character) but was so drunk, that he drank the

sacramental himself and felt on the bed.

In the film “Don’t Grieve!” by Giorgi Danelia (1968) the priest is an episodic character,
which is drunken is all screens and occasionally threatens divine retribution to the other
characters. In the end of the film he is sitting at the table, drunk, and denies the

existence of the afterlife.

In the film “The Tree of Wishes” directed by Tengiz Abuladze (1976) father Okhrokhine is
a fornicator and a liar, who sided a rural violent community when they on behalf of

“the village justice” unrelentingly punished the romantic beauty Marita.

As to the participant observation, the same students, in connection with the specific
journalistic reporting had the opportunity to participate in other discussions as well. Such
was, for example, the discussion offered by them about how the principles of a secular
state and the protection of freedom of expression on the one hand comply the crackdown
of young people who were celebrating Halloween on the Erekle Square in Tbilisi by the
Union of Orthodox parents (the Forbidden Halloween
http://www.tolerantoba.ge/tolerantoba jurnali/27.pdf p.7, October 31, 2008), and on the

other hand, the raid in Tbilisi Church of the law enforcement structures during the arrest
of father Basil Mkalavishvili (The Excommunicated Priest Is Arrested
http://www.civil.ge/geo/article.php?id=6217 March 12, 2004) and so on. All students of both

groups participated in the discussion and the opinions about the occurred events were
divided into approximately equal proportions, which indicated that the viewed films had
no essential impact on the faith of the participants of the experimental group. However,
the image of a priest generated by the movies character replaced the real person in their
consciousness, in the end of the academic year. 12 students of the experimental group
(out of total 120) remembered such a comic character when presenting a cleric. What will
be the consequences of such substitute in the future, yet is beyond the research.
However, judging on the generation of their parents who had grown up on these films

and a great part of which churched after they had received the freedom of choice, despite


http://www.tolerantoba.ge/tolerantoba_jurnali/27.pdf
http://www.civil.ge/geo/article.php?id=6217
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the fact that all their life they were watching such movies and had no opportunity to know
the real church ministers, we can assume that the comic characters of cleric proposed
by the audio-visual media of the Soviet social realism are actual in their consciousness
only until they are out of touch with the church, or have not talked about these issues
with those who are really churched and has adequate arguments. In the case of those 12
students we checked this assumption one vyear later, when they were already
sophomores. 7 out of 12 did not name the film character and 5 students named it. In
my opinion, in this case, this was the case of their mood and after a certain time the

attitude generated in those students by movies will disappear.

After seeing the movies, at the end of the academic year both groups again passed the
association test ("Complete the Sentence”) and even though about 20% of the
experimental group )who had seen the films) continued the sequence of words “The
cleric's name is ...” with the words "“Father Enoch” or “Father Okhrokhine”, this
association was not reflected in the discussion at the workshops. The trend was identified
as follows: both in the experimental and control groups the active participation in the
general discussion increased, in addition, mitigation of the position from the expressively
radical to relatively moderate was observed. This might be explained by the fact that
students had come to know each other better and tried to be more loyal, and to consider
different opinions. This trend slightly prevailed in the experimental group as compared

with the control group.

I want to emphasize that the impact of the conducted experiment of participant
observation on the free will of the experimental group members is insignificant and
temporary and therefore no ethical norms of the participant observation on the human
behavior have been breached. In addition, I believe that the viewing of those Soviet
cinema's masterpieces shall be in the interests of young media workers, because, besides
the portraits of church servants separated by us, they are very interesting films for the
young generation. It is very useful for them to know the values created by the mass
culture, the successors of which they are to some extent. During the workshop we
marked in the special table the types and quantities of opinions on the topic of our
interest: whether the public broadcaster, which is financed from each taxpayer’s pocket
shall broadcast live on TV the most important religious holidays of the Georgian Orthodox
Church? We will again discuss this issue. Based on the counted notes we have compiled
the following table where the summarized results of the four-year study are presented

(see the Consolidated Table below).
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Table (Consolidated)

September June September June

A B C A B C A B C A B c

I 19 20 19 24 29 20 20 21 20 24 24 20

Il 26 24 19 28 28 23 23 25 23 26 29 24

11 29 27 25 26 32 27 28 28 26 22 28 21

IV 30 28 26 24 | 30 24 27 30 28 27 32 22

Z(I-lv) | 104 | 99 89 102 | 119 94 98 104 97 109 | 113 87

)3 290 315 299 309

The Table contains the raw numbers and for their comparison with each other it is

necessary to present the data in terms of percentage.

Conclusion

Considering the above, by long-term strategy of formation of the public worldview, it is
particularly important, not to carry out the specific propaganda information campaigns,
but to produce such programs which regard the formation and transformation of the
cultural values . Currently, the line of conflict between the values of old and new worlds
passes just here and, therefore, top importance shall be given not to the interests of the
certain authority but to the cultural strategy in media serving the mankind's common

interests.

In process of she study of this phenomenon, it was revealed that the comedies created in
the Soviet socialist realism cinema period encourages the general critical thinking and
unbiased attitude towards the doctrines in the post-Soviet world young people but not
the negative attitude to clerics of specific church. The experiment has shown that when

there is a real alternative environment to form their own views on this or that institution,
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the ideas supplied by the media are not perceived as the only reality. People do not fall
under the implicitly imposed ideological influence, moreover, that such influence was the

purpose of the Soviet censorship was not the artist.

For journalism teachers, I think, it will be interesting to familiarize with the experience of
work with the so-called free discussion groups in the form that was used in the
experiment. Using this method it is possible to identify the student’s point of view and
susceptibility, to determine how has the group’s rate of tolerance increased along with the
profession related knowledge, as well as to enable students to work in the group during

the academic year according to the standards of journalist’s conduct.

Students will be able to share and to assess reasonably the accuracy of other’s opinion in
consideration of the journalistic ethics through additional questions so as not to enter in
ideological debates with a respondent and only to clarify by further questions the opinion

expressed by the respondent.

Based on research carried out in this work, we can conclude that the ideological diversity,
which, at first glance, is the cause of conflict of values, is the ground for maintenance of a
fragile balance in the postmodern media culture. Any drastic measures to control the
media whatever “noble” intentions they may be veiled, causes the breach of this
worldview balance and poses threat described by Friedrich Nietzsche in his aphorism:

“culture is nothing but a thin apple peel over the glowing chaos”.

The modern media culture is so naturally and gradually fit into the body of traditional that
it does not cause its disruption and chaos. The optimistic conclusion is based on the fact
that in the Zuckerberg's galaxy the stars are born naturally - free publicists, who do not
need the funding by interest groups to gather the people around their own ideas. As the
planets the Internet space is open to enable the talent and creative energy to realize as
much as possible. So I assume that Marshal McLuhan’s prophecy that the war will not
take place in the “global village” may come true, because there is the maximum
opportunity for individual self-realization and maximum space for everyone to find their

“place under the sun”.
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