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General Description of the Work

The Subject and the Goal of the Dissertation Work
In the 60s of the XIV century, there were great changes in Middle Asia. One of the most
famous figures in the history of world, Tamerlane, appeared on the political scene. His aim was re-
establishing Genghis Khan’s Empire and dominating becoming international commercial roads. To
achieve this goal, Tamerlane waged aggressive campaigns of conquest and defeated all the
competitors in the political arena in the Near East, among them Tokhtamysh, Khan of the Golden
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Horde, and Bayazid I, the Ruler of Ottoman Turks. The Trans-Caucasus represented one of the
strategically important territories for these aggressive wars. Tamerlane had invaded Armenia and
Georgia many times during the years 1386-1403. The description of Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia
according to the Armenian sources represents the subject of this qualification work. Our aim is to add
to and enrich, with the help of Armenian sources, the information on Tamerlane’s invasions of
Georgia.

Importance of the Subject

There are very few Georgian sources describing Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia. In
describing this epoch, historians always have been affected by the deficit of materials; and, for this
reason, they mostly had to use foreign historical sources. This issue is topical at this time, especially
with respect to Armenian sources, since the information from these sources is not adopted
completely nor present in modern Georgian Historiography. In addition, it is important to identify
and communicate the correlations between the XVIII century Georgian narrative sources and the
materials on Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia according to Armenian sources. The actuality of the
subject is heightened by the fact that it describes the Georgian-Armenian relationships and the
attitude of Armenian Historians toward Georgia and Georgians at end of XIV century and the first
half of the XV century.

Scientific Novelty of the Work
The novelty in this dissertation work is the fact that it represents the first attempt at complex
study of the information on Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia recorded in Armenian writings of the
XIV-XVII centuries. In addition to acknowledging the Armenian historical sources already familiar to
Georgian researchers, we will review the newly-obtained materials, particularly, the chronicles of
XIV-XV centuries, the information from which specifies and enriches our knowledge of this issue.

The Source Study and Historiography Ground of the Work

During work on this dissertation, the researcher primarily used historical materials kept in:
the funds of the Yerevan Matenadaran named after St. Mesrop Mashtots; the library of the Office
named after L. Meliksed-Beg at the Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University; the library of the
Institute of Manuscripts named after Academician K. Kekelidze; the fund of Manuscripts and the
library of the Office named after Ilia Abuladze; The National Library; the library of the Academy of
Sciences of Georgia; and the library of the Institute of Oriental Studies named after G. Tsereteli.
Internet sites also were accessed to obtain some materials that were not kept in the above-mentioned
libraries.

During work on the qualification theme, we used Armenian, Georgian, Russian, English, and
French original and translated works.

Among the XIV-XV century Armenian authors we would distinguish for mention are:
Stephan, Nerses and Thomas of Metsophs, Gregory of Tatev, Gregory of Khlat and Kirakos of
Rshtunik; among the Georgian authors are Avgaroz Bandaidze, the figure of XIV century, and from
the XVIII century — the commission of “Scientific Figures” and Vakhushti Bagrationi. Along with rich
Persian Literature of the Temurians Epoch, it is important to acknowledge the works of Michael
Panaretos, Johannes de Galonifontibus, Rui Gonzalez de Clavijo, and Johann Schiltberger, the
European figures of XIV-XV centuries.
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The historiography foundation of our work draws from the works of Gh. Alishan, H.
Manandian, L. Khachikian, G. Kirakosian, Dim. Bakradze, Iv. Javakhishvili, S. Kakabadze, L.
Melikset-Beg, K. Tabatadze, D. Katsitadze, K. Kutsia, V. Bartold, A. Jakubovski, and R. Bedrosian.

Approbation of the Work
The dissertation work has been conducted under the authority of the Chair of Armenology of
the Faculty of Oriental Studies at the Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University.
On May 15, 2006 at the session of the Chair of Armenology the dissertation work was
reviewed and recommended for public defending. The main findings of the research are reflected in
publications.

Structure of the Work
The structure of this work includes the preface; three chapters, with the first chapter
containing two sub-chapters; conclusion; the list of the used sources and works; and Appendix.

Brief Content of the Dissertation
Preface

The contemporary Georgian sources describing Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia are very
limited. The information given in them does not contain sufficient description of the difficult
conditions created in the country in XIV-XV centuries. Thus, special attention should be paid to all
the foreign sources giving information about the invasion by “Asia’s Great Invader” into Georgia.
Among these sources the focus of our research is the information kept in Armenian sources. They
provide descriptive information on social-economic and political conditions in Georgia of this epoch
in addition to data for researching and specifying concrete historical facts. At the same time, it is very
important to address and clarify the issue of correlation between Armenian sources and the works of
Georgian historians of XVIII century (“Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” made by the commission of
“Scientific Figures” and “Agtsera Samefosa Saqartvelosa” by Vakhushti Batonishvili). Despite the fact
that the Armenian sources of the XIV-XV centuries are familiar to Georgian historians and the
information according to these sources has been used for rather a long time, from time to time, along
with uncovering the new sources, it becomes increasingly important, from one perspective, to bring
these new sources into scientific interchange, and, from another perspective, to conduct complex
study and process of the already known and the newly obtained materials.

Chapter I
The Sources and Works on Tamerlane’s Invasions of Georgia

a) The Sources
In this part of the dissertation work are reviewed the Georgian, Persian, European, and
Armenian sources containing information on Tamerlane’s invasions.
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The contemporary Georgian sources describing Tamerlane’s invasions are drawn from several
chronicle records. These are the records from the years 1375, 1385, 1387, 1393, 1394, 1396; the
inscription of Rkoni Monastery dated back to 1400; the colophon of the parakliton from Largvisi of
the same period; and the family chronicle “Dzegli Eristavta”. This composition was written during
the period of 1348-1400 and represents the only narrative source preserved until the present that
contains brief facts about Tamerlane’s invasions. Information about the epoch representing the
subject of interest for us may be obtained from different religious or temporal documents, be they
deeds and charters or the books of complaints. Though most of them do not contain direct
information on Tamerlane’s invasions, they provide certain perspectives on social-economic and
inner political conditions of the country. In this respect it is important to mention the Deeds of the
Amirejibi (1401-1415) and the King Alexander (1440), the Charter of the Kartli and Kakheti
Catholicos’ Estates dated back to December 25, 1447, approved by George VIIL.

In evaluating the discussed sources, we can say that their information does not reflect all of
the invasions of Tamerlane. Despite giving general descriptions of ruining and destroying the country
in almost all the documents, the actual information is very poor and, in many cases, is characterized
by chronological incorrectness. Because of these imperfections, the Georgian sources do not describe
the conditions created in Georgia during XIV-XV centuries.

The narrations on Tamerlane’s invasions by Parsadan Gorgidjanidze, a Georgian historian
working in Persia in XVII-XVIII, as well as the commission of “Scientific Figures” of Vakhtang VI,
and Vakhushti Batonishvili are more diverse and broad-scaled.

The part of “The History of Georgia” by Parsadan Gorgidjanidze, which describes Tamerlane’s
invasions, is based completely on Persian sources. “The Life of Persians” was the main foreign source
for “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba”, created by the commission of “Scientific Figures” though they had
charters and “The Life of Armenians” at hand. Despite his critical attitude toward the commission’s
work, Vakhushti Batonishvili mostly used “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” to describe Tamerlane’s
invasions of Georgia, but he also had some kind of Armenian source, which had different content not
familiar to the commission of “Scientific Figures”.

In the works of the European travelers of the XIV-XV centuries, more correctly, the members
and the ambassadors of different diplomatic missions, there is very little information about Georgia of
the epoch representing the subject of interest for us. Here we mean “The Story of Trabzon Kings Big
Komnenoses and How, When and How Long Each of them Reigned” by Michael Panaretos, Johannes
de Galonifontibus’ “Libellus de Notattia Orbis”, Bavarian Johann Schiltberger’s “The Book of
Traveling”, and Rui Gonzalez de Clavijo’s “The Diary of Traveling to Samarkand at Temur’s Court”.
This latter work describes the period of 1403-1406. We should mention that the authors of these
works represent the observers of this time; and, because of this, the information refers to separate
facts of the Political History of Georgia and does not describe the difficult social and economic
situation caused by Tamerlane’s invasion of Georgia.

In Persian Literature of Temurid’s Epoch there are many interesting facts referring to
Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia. From the beginning of the XV century, first by the order of
Tamerlane himself and later under the order of his successors, Persian writers used to write both
original and compiled historical works: “The Book of Victory” by Nizam ad-Din Shami; “The Book of
Victory” by Sheref ad-Din Ali Yezdi; Moin ad-Din Natanzi’s “The World’s History” type work
“Moin’s [Ad-Din Natanz] Selected Histories”; Hafiz-i Abru’s “Majma” and “The Collection of
Chronicles”; Abd ar-Rezzaq Samarkandi’s “The Place of Rising Two Lucky Stars and Confluence of
Two Seas”; Fasih Khwafi’s “Fasihi’s Synopsis”; Mirkhond’s “The World’s History” type work “The
Sacred Garden”; Khwndamir’s “The Friend of Describing Lives”; Anonym’s “Temur’s History”, in
which special attention is paid to Tamerlane’s life and activities and waging the aggressive wars.
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In the historiography of Temurid’s Epoch the central place is given to Nizam ad-Din Shami
and Sheref ad-Din Ali Yezdi. Among the praising historians Ahmad Ibn Arab-Shah, a Syrian Arab
living in Samarkand, had a distinguished aspiration, in his work “The Miracles of the Destiny in
Temur’s History”, which is written in Arabic.

The information kept in Armenian sources about Tamerlane’s invasions of Trans-Caucasus
and, particularly, in Georgia is especially interesting for us.

From the XIV century the Armenian Literature, having rich traditions of historical writing,
started falling into decay; and during three centuries, it experienced a heavy crisis. Despite this, small
historical works were created. Very important direct and indirect information was recorded in these
manuscripts. Mostly these manuscripts were in the form of chronicles and colophons, and there were
preserved in them many interesting direct and indirect references to the history of Georgia.

In the colophons of the epoch representing the subject of interest for us Tamerlane’s
characteristic cruelty and ruthlessness is described. The colophons familiar to us describing
Tamerlane’s invasions of Armenia and its neighboring countries were written during 1387-1422.
Among the authors of these works are the well-known ecclesiastic figures of Armenia of XIV-XV
centuries. The colophon attached to the work of Gregory of Tatev “Kf67rfg7 sh6b” (“The book of
Questions and Answers” written approximately in 1346-1410/1414) contains interesting data giving
information on Tamerlane’s first invasions and their chronology.

Information about Tamerlane’s invasions of Armenia and Georgia is recorded in the colophons
and “Khmfjfuf6fg f9djh7“ (Referring to the Sufferings of Our Times), the works of the distinguished
ecclesiastic figure Gregory of Khlat (1350-1425) written in different times.

The colophon written in the form of a poem dated back to 1391 and the colophons written in
1399, 1400, and 1401 describe Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia.

The information about Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia also is contained in the manuscript
No. 1801 (collection of Jerusalem’s Matenadaran) and in the manuscript No. 1719 (collection of
Jerusalem’s St. Jacob’s Monastery Library), dated back to XV century.

Additional information is kept in small chronicle by Vardapet Kirakos of Rshtunik, a figure of
the first half of XV century. His chronicle refers to the period of 1248-1443, and the part describing
the period of 1381-1443 is considered to be Kirakos Vardapet’s original work. In 1972 L. Khachikian
published the edition of Kirakos of Rshtunik’s chronicle found later. This chronicle describes the
events, which took place during 1386-1443. Here is given brief information about Tamerlane’s
invasion of Georgia in 1400.

Among the authors writing about Tamerlane’s invasions of Armenia and its neighboring
countries (among them Georgia), the most well known figure is Thomas of Metsoph (1376/1379 —
1346). He was one of the famous ecclesiastic figures of his time, and his work “History of Tamerlane
and His Successors” represents one of the most important primary sources for studying the history of
Trans-Caucasus and, particularly, the history of Georgia of that period.

A few contemporary Armenian sources providing information about Tamerlane’s invasions
were added to the above-mentioned: the chronicle by Stephan Vardapet and Nerses Episcope, which
was revealed in 1970s. Despite its small size and short chronological period, the chronicle is capacious
in its content. The biggest part of the chronicle, referring to 1386-1387, contains information about
events that occurred in Armenia and in Georgia.

Information about the issues representing the subject of interest for us is also found in the
works of the continuers of “Chronography” by the Armenian historian of XII century Samuel of Ani.
The first continuation of the work covers the period of 1257-1424. The information given in this
work is almost identical to the information given in the above-mentioned work from Jerusalem. The
work of the second continuer covers the period of 1392-1665. This continuation, started from the
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beginning up to 1443, almost coincides with the corresponding part of the chronicle made by Kirakos
of Rshtunik.

The Armenian historians of the XVII century Arakel of Tavriz and David of Baghesh provide
additional information about Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia.

b) Literature

In this part of the work are reviewed the writings of Georgian and foreign researchers of
XVIII-XX centuries. These writings generally refer to Tamerlane’s activities and his invasions of
Trans-Caucasus and, in particular, of Georgia.

Among the works reviewed were David Bagrationi’s (1767-1819) “The History Called
Narkvevi”; Johann Bagrationi’s (1768-1830) encyclopedia-type work “Khumarstsavla” (Kalmasoba);
and Niko Dadiani’s “The Life of Georgians”. To describe the epoch representing the subject of interest
for us these researchers used Vakhushti Batonishvili’s work as the main source.

Among the researchers of XIX century, the scholarship of Marie Brosset proved valuable for
studying this period. His review of the epoch representing the subject of interest for us was the
broadest and the most detailed one for that time. With his publications he was the first to introduce
in Georgian scientific usage the works of foreign historians of XIV-XV centuries. Particularly, he used
Thoma of Metsoph’s, Sharaf ad-Din Ali Yezdi’s, Michael Panaretos’, and Klavijo’s information.

In 1895 Simon Ghoghoberidze issued the Georgian translation along with the comments of
the brief version of this work made in Russian.

In 1885 Dimitri Bakradze issued Vakhushti Batonishvili’s “The History of Georgia with
Explanations and Collection of the Newly Adopted Archeological and Historical Materials”. It is
worth mentioning that Dimitri Bakradze was the first who paid attention and briefly referred to the
issue of the relationship between Georgian sources and Thomas of Metsoph’s works.

There is brief information also about Tamerlane’s invasions of the works of V. Potto, M.
Janashvili, and D. Karichashvili.

Evaluating the above-mentioned works, we may say that all of the authors tell us about the
political history of Georgia during the period of Tamerlane’s invasions, but the contemporary social,
economic, and cultural history of that period is ignored by each of them. The authors also do not
evaluate critically the historical sources used by them.

In the following period the Georgian researchers broadened their research scope; and, along
with studying the country’s political history of XIV-XV century, they focused on the socio-economic
and cultural conditions of Georgia as well. In this respect it is worth mentioning Sargis Kakabadze’s
work, written in Russian. S. Kakabadze referred to the history of Tamerlane’s invasions as part of the
research undertaken for the preface of Parsadan Gorgijanidze’s History. Specifically, the researcher
refers to the issue of the relationship between “Kartlis Tskhovreba” and the Armenian source of
Thomas of Metsoph.

The History of Georgia of XIV-XV centuries, particularly the period of Tamerlane’s invasions,
was deeply and broadly investigated and described by Ivane Javakhishvili in his work “The History of
Georgian Nation”. He conducted a critical evaluation of all available Georgian, Armenian, Persian,
Greek, and European sources of that time.

In “The Ancient Georgian Historical Literature” and “The History of Georgian Nation” Ivane
Javakhishvili referred to the issue of the correlation between “Kartlis Tskhovreba” made by the
commission of “Scientific Figures” and the work of the Armenian historian Thomas of Metsoph, and
to the reliability of the information given in them.
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Leon Melikset-Beg was the first among the Georgian Armenologists who paid special attention
to the information contained in XIV-XV century annalist Thomas of Metsoph’s historical work —
“The History of Tamerlane and His Successors” and in his “The Memoirs”. He focused on details and
issued the Armenian text along with parallel Georgian translation and comments. L. Melikset-Beg
specially referred to the issue of the correlation between the continuations of “Kartlis Tskhovreba”
and Thomas of Metsoph’s history.

In his work “The History of XIII-XIV Century Georgia, Synopsis” Niko Berdzenishvili
considered the results of Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia as reflected in the social, economic, and
cultural conditions of that period. N. Berdzenishvili mentioned briefly but with special emphasis the
influence of the on-going processes in Armenia upon Georgia’s political situation during the epoch
representing the subject of our interest. For example, among the foreign reasons causing the decline
of the Georgian Kingdom, along with Tamerlane’s unparalleled raids the researcher also names the
fall of Armenia. Authorship of the work describing the History of Georgia of this period included in
the essays of the History of the Soviet Union belongs also to Niko Berdzenishvili.

Valerian Gabashvili writes about Tamerlane’s invasions of the Near East and Trans-Caucasus,
particularly, into Georgia. He not only describes the image of the cruel conqueror and flexible
politician but also pays attention to the reasons for and goals of Tamerlane’s aggressive wars.

The social, economical, and political history of Georgia of the XIV-XV centuries and the
Persian historiography of Temurids epoch were detailed by David Katsitadze and Karlo Tabatadze in
their works.

Guram Maisuradze briefly refers to Tamerlane’s invasions in his monographic work “The
Relationship between Georgian and Armenian People in the XIII-XVIII Centuries”.

The narrative Georgian sources and the above-reviewed scientific works of the XVII-XVIII
centuries show that the study and description of the history of Georgia in the XIV-XV centuries has a
long tradition. However, obtaining historical works from the XVII-XVIII centuries Georgia and
documenting their possible Armenian sources and pursuing the issue of research into their
correlation have not been the focus of scholarly interest until the present.

The work of Georgian Armenologists in respect to the epoch representing the subject of our
interest was conducted by studying translations and comments of Armenian sources of the XIV-XV
centuries. In this respect the translation of V. Nalbandian’s work into Georgian by N. Janashia and EL
Tsagareishvili, as well as, Alexandre Abdaladze’s “The notes of Armenian colophons about Georgia
(XIV-XV centuries)”, proved very important. Special attention deserves to be given to Karlo Kutsia’s
Georgian translation of Thomas of Metsoph’s work “The History of Tamerlane and his Successors”,
which has a preface and comments. This work is significant, first of all because of the fact that in
Georgian scientific circulation there appeared the complete Georgian text of Thomas of Metsoph'’s
work.

During the last decade David Ninidze has published very interesting works about the internal
and foreign policies of XIV-XV centuries Georgia.

In the I Volume of the Essays on the History of Georgian Diplomacy published in 1998 D.
Ninidze reviews the foreign policy of the Georgian Government in the second half of the XIV
century and at the beginning of the XV century. This work highlights the foreign diplomatic
relationships Georgian leaders established against Tamerlane and the results of their efforts.

Other Georgian researchers also refer to Tamerlane’s invasions and different factual issues
related to the history of the XIV-XV centuries Georgia. Of the Georgian researchers it is worth
mentioning D. Gvritishvili, V. Kiknadze, and J. Odisheli among others.

It is impossible not to acknowledge the works of Russian scientists V. Bartold, V. Tizengauzen,
A. Yakubovski, and A. Novoseltsev while discussing Temurids’ epoch and, particularly, Tamerlane’s
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invasions of Georgia. The works of these authors are not focused on Georgia’s and Tamerlane’s
relationships, but they significantly broaden the general image of Tamerlane as the most famous
person and political figure of the Middle Ages and further understanding of the political and cultural
heritage of Temurians’ Epoch.

From Western European and American scientific literature we should mention the works of
Vladimir Minorsky, Devid Alen, Robert Bedrosian, Beatris Forb Ments, and David Nicole.

In his work “The History of Armenia”, Michael Chamchian (1736-1823), the Venetian
scientist, refers to the history of the XIV-XV centuries Armenia. For describing Tamerlane’s
invasions, the main source for him is Thomas of Metsoph’s historical work. The historian also used
the works and will and additions of Greek historian Duka.

In the 90s of the XIX century Ghevond Alishan demonstrated an interest in the period
representing the subject of interest for us. In his works “Airarat” and “Sisakan”, Alishan wrote briefly
about Tamerlane’s invasions.

Among the Armenian researchers of the XX century we should mention the scholarly
contributions of Hakob Manandian and Levon Khachikian for studying the epoch representing the
subject of interest for us. These researchers refer to Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia in their works.

In the IV Volume of “The History of Armenians” a separate chapter devoted to Tamerlane’s
invasions of Armenia includes information about Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia.

In 1997 was published G. Kirakosian’s monographic work, which includes reference to
Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia.

Chapter II
Tamerlane’s Invasions of Georgia according to Armenian Sources

In spring 1386 Tamerlane captured Tavriz, crossed Arax, and destroyed Armenia. Much
richness and numerous prisoners fell into his hands, and he moved on to invade Georgia.

Among the Armenian sources consulted, the description of capturing Tbilisi in 1386, taking
Bagrat V as a prisoner, and the ensuing events are widely described in the chronicle by Stephan and
Nerses of Metsophs and in Thomas of Metsoph’s history. On the basis of scholarly studying these two
historical sources, it is stated that Thomas of Metsoph, in describing the history of Armenia, used a
written source and that this source was the chronicle made by Stephan and Nerses of Metsophs.

According to Armenian sources, Tamerlane captured Tbilisi and either took a number of
prisoners or killed them. Thomas of Metsoph writes — “They thought that the number of the killed
people was bigger than that of those who remained alive”. The Georgian King Bagrat came to the
invader with a great present. Tamerlane who was full of “Satan Cruelty” made him become
Mohammedan, and later he took him to Karabagh.

The information retold by Armenian chroniclers Stephan and Nerses of Metsophs on the
events that developed after Tamerlane took Georgian King Bagrat prisoner and later his forced
conversion to Islam is very important for Georgian historiography. Particularly, in the chronicle
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there is the following interpretation of destroying Georgians by Tamerlane during his invasion in
1387: King Bagrat having become the trusty person for Tamerlane returns to Georgia as if he was
going to make the whole population of the kingdom Moslem. The big army of Chaghatays
accompanies him, which he destroys totally. The following source informs that the sons of Bagrat —
George, Constantine, and David have met Tamerlane face to face. After some time the enraged
Tamerlane starts an invasion against Kara-Mohammed Turkman.

According to Thomas’ information, Bagrat, who brings Tamerlane’s forces toward Georgia,
warns his sons beforehand to meet them and release him from the hands of Chaghatays. The sons of
the king lay in wait in a narrow and impenetrable place to attack the army coming to Georgia headed
by Bagrat. According to Thomas, Georgians destroy Chaghatays’ army, which consisted of 12,000
warriors, set the king free, and return to their country. It is followed by Tamerlane’s secret invasion
against Khara-Mohammad.

Despite the similar details in these two pieces of information, it is obvious there is a certain
difference between them. The first piece of information does not describe the circumstances of
destroying Chaghatays’ Army. We should think that it would have happened with the help of the
sons of the Georgian King; but, according to Michael Panaretos, Bagrat’s son David, mentioned by
Thomas of Metsoph, should have been along with King Bagrat and Queen Anna as Tamerlane’s
prisoner, and, in the best case, he would have returned to the motherland along with his father. And,
in Stephan and Nerses of Metsoph’s chronicle, we see that destroying the army by King Bagrat, and
the fact of George, Constantine, and David’s face-to-face meeting with Tamerlane are not
simultaneous actions but consecutive: first King Bagrat destroys the large Army of Chaghatays; and
after that happens, there is the meeting of the king’s sons face-to-face with Tamerlane, and this story
has no relation to the fact of King Bagrat’s release from being a prisoner. Thus, it comes out that, after
destroying the army headed by Bagrat, Tamerlane and the Georgian princes met him face-to-face. In
such case, mentioning Prince David along with George and Constantine seems more natural. The fact
that this information speaks directly of Tamerlane is supported by other data from our source. The
pieces of information recorded in this source always distinguish which is the acting force —
Tamerlane himself, Tamerlane’s Army, or the Army of Chaghatays. The invasion by Tamerlane of
Georgia in 1387 is further verified by the Persian sources.

As for Tamerlane’s Army sent to Georgia with Bagrat, and the numbers in the destroyed army,
the chronicle of Stephan and Nerses of Metsoph only mentions that Bagrat asked Tamerlane to give
him a “multi-number army” to make his country become Moslem; and, when there is reporting of
destroying this army, it is mentioned that the army was “totally destroyed”. As we see, the number in
the destroyed army is not stated here. According to Thomas of Metsoph, 12,000 Chaghatays died,
though the author immediately adds: “as they say”. It seems that Thomas has learnt this information
from others and considered it reliable. The number of the destroyed army may be somehow
exaggerated, but the fact that Tamerlane had given Bagrat an army that Georgians subsequently
destroyed is certain.

Armenian sources relate that, after staying for the winter in Karabagh, Tamerlane appears in
Suniq (the area located in the north-eastern part of historical Armenia). As is seen from this
information, Tamerlane arrives in Suniq after Easter, and his appearing there is unexpected for local
dwellers. According to the Lunar Calendar, Easter in 1387 should have fallen on April 6-7, and the
following week on April 14-15. According to Persian sources, Tamerlane’s second invasion in 1387
would have occurred in the beginning of spring, between the facts of spending winter in Karabagh
and, after sending the army for invasion against Tokhtamish from the Gogcha Lake area, and of
Tamerlane himself starting his invasion against Khara-Mohammad Turkman. According to “Akhali
Kartlis Tskhovreba”, this segment of time is defined more concretely: “And, when the month of
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March came, Tamerlane collected numerous forces and being enraged started toward Kartli... It was
the beginning of spring, and it was cold, raining, and snowing”. So, it comes out that in 1387
Tamerlane had sufficient time to invade Georgia, and we may consider that this invasion took place
between March and the beginning of April.

Considering all of the above, we may say that the information from the Armenian sources
supports K. Tabatadze’s opinions on Tamerlane’s second invasion in 1387 taking place in spring and
that the chronological localization of this invasion may be in the month of March 1387.

The main sources of information on the subject of our interest related to Tamerlane’s
invasions of Georgia also contain other interesting data about Georgia and Georgians. One piece of
information refers to establishing a Georgian royal family. Despite the fact that this information does
not conform to historical reality either from the viewpoint of known facts or the chronological side,
it allows us to consider the imagination of the period and the circumstances of strengthening
Bagrationis in Georgia that was spread within certain circles of the XIV-XV centuries Armenia.

Having become Mohammedan, Georgian King Bagrat asks Tamerlane to give him an army in
order to return to Georgia and convert his nation to Islam. According to the source, they are: “Dvali,
Ossetia, Imeretian, Mengrelian, Abkhazian, Sones, Kartvelis, and Meskhis”.

Such information, given in Stephan and Nerses of Metsophs’ chronicle and Thomas of
Metsoph’s history, reflects the inner condition of the country at the end of the XIV century: In
Georgia this reveals attempts at decentralization of a single Kingdom and distancing from the King’s
Government. This represents a new stage in the process of the single Kingdom’s destruction, to which
were added the destroying invasions of Tamerlane, which helped greatly Georgia’s being divided into
royal principalities. Maybe, naming “Ossetia” a territorial unit in this list was conditioned not with
the point of a certain political attitude toward Georgia in the XIV century but with the strong
cultural influence that Ossetia experienced from Georgia since the time of adopting Christianity in
the country. Maybe it was this tradition of force with which the Georgian king planned to make
Moslem not only his country but Ossetia as well.

After the invasion of Khara-Mohammad Turkman and capturing the town of Vani at the end
of 1387, Tamerlane left Trans-Caucasus and returned to Samarkand.

In modern Georgian historiography, scholars share the opinion that Tamerlane’s next invasion
of Georgia started in the summer of 1394. This time his commanders destroyed Samtskhe; and when
they returned back after capturing the fortresses, Tamerlane himself invaded the Aragvi Valley as he
expected many of his enemies to be there. Meanwhile Tamerlane learnt that Tokhtamish had crossed
Derbend and started an invasion against him. The battlefield was moved to beyond the north of
Mount Caucasus. The decisive battle started in summer of 1395 on the banks of river Tergi between
Tamerlane and the Khan of Golden Horde Tokhtamish. Tamerlane defeated Tokhtamish severely and
destroyed his kingdom.

The Armenian sources at hand do not contain any information about Tamerlane’s invasions of
Georgia in 1393 or 1394; but there is limited information that proves the presence of Tamerlane and
his army in Georgia during the “Five-Year War” period. According to one manuscript’s will and
addition written in 1400, in 1393 Tamerlane invaded Babylon and destroyed the whole Assyria. From
here he again invaded Armenia. After this he passed “The Gate of Hons” or Daruband and started a
fierce attack against the King of Hons (Tokhtamish). He conquered the King, destroyed this territory,
and defeated the Mongolians. In this war Tamerlane’s Army is exhausted from hunger and reduced in
number. Gregory of Khlat mentions that the army returned via the "Alanian Gate” and left for its
country. In Persian sources there is no mention either of the army returning via the “Alanian Gate”,
or the difficulties of the army; but there is specific mention that on the way back Tamerlane invaded
the nations and countries living on the northern slopes of the Caucasus and having connection with
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Georgians. Tamerlane ruined their Christian religious buildings and forced them to become followers
of Islam.

One more interesting piece of information is given in Armenian sources related to
Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia, particularly one recounting what happened at the end of the XIV
century — Georgian King George VII captured the Alinja Fortress that was besieged by Tamerlane’s
army and released Taher Jalayr.

Georgian King George VII's campaign on the Alinja Fortress was an important event that was
documented in its contemporary historical writings. The information about capturing the fortress
that was followed by the fierce invasion of Tamerlane in Georgia is also recorded in Georgian,
Persian, Spanish, and German sources.

The information on capturing the Alinja (according to Armenian tradition — Ernjak) Fortress
by King George VII and the subsequent events is recorded in colophons of Gregory of Khlat, written
in different times (1400, 1403) and in “Khmfjfuf6fg f9djh7” (Referring to the Sufferings of Our
Times). The information on Tamerlane’s invasion of Georgia in 1400 is recorded in the colophon of
manuscript written in 1401 at Tatev’s Monastery. The information on the fact representing the
subject of our interest is also kept in the manuscript No. 1801 collection of Jerusalem’s Matenadaran
and Jerusalem’s St. Jacob’s Monastery Library manuscripts’ collection, as well as in a brief chronicle of
Vardapet Kirakos of Rshtunik, the same as Kirakos Banaser (philologist); in the first (covering the
years 1257-1424) and the second (covering the years 1392-1665) continuations of “Chronography” by
the famous Armenian historian of the XII century Samuel of Ani and in the XVII century historian
Arakel of Tavrizi’s “History”.

Until the present the Armenian materials describing George VII's campaign against the Ernjak
Fortress (Alinja) have never been the subject of researchers’ special study despite the fact that it is a
rare example of a successful military operation carried out against the cruel invader in the most
difficult epoch in the Trans-Caucasian History. We consider that the information recorded in
Armenian sources will enrich, from a factual perspective, the overall picture, reinforced by Persian
materials.

The Ernjak Fortress was one of the most unreachable and difficult fortresses to capture. It was
located in the Sunik area on the right side of the middle of river Ernjak. The fortress was erected on
top of a rocky mountain and controlled very well the rather vast lowland stretched around it. The
Ernjak Fortress is known from historical records dating from the V century. In this fortress was kept
the treasury of the Suinik rulers.

Ernjak was an important strategic site. It was located in the southeast of Nakhichevani and
represented one of the connecting points for the main commercial-caravan road between the West
and the East. It was precisely at this place where the road from Nakhichevan to Georgia passed.

By the end of the XIV century the owners of the Ernjak Fortress were Jalayrs (the Turkish-
Mongolian Dynasty dominating in South Azerbaijan in the second half of the XIV century). In 1386,
having been defeated by Tamerlane, Ahmad Jalayr fled from Tavriz and moved his family and
treasury to the fortress. According to historical sources, Tamerlane first attempted to capture the
fortress in 1386 during his first invasion, but he was not successful even though he besieged the
fortress. He initiated another attempt at capturing the fortress the following year. After his invasion
of Georgia in 1387, while camped on the Gelakuni (Gogcha) Lake, Tamerlane first defeated and
murdered the last representatives of famous Armenian Dopians’ Dynasty and then invaded Ernjak but
was not able to capture the fortress. After the siege and capture of the Vani Fortress in September
1387, Gregory of Khlat provided information on the Ernjak fortress. According to him, the fortress
was under siege by Tamerlane’s Army and experienced the most difficult period starting from Eastern
(Zatik) until the holiday of St. Cross, i.e. from April 7 to September 26, 1387. But that Tamerlane was
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not able to capture the fortress is confirmed by Persian source: in 1387 Tamerlane managed to
capture the lower part of the fort with the fortress guards secured in the citadel. Because of
unbearable thirst (as they had no more water to drink), the guards were planning to surrender when
rain started falling and filled the water reservoirs with water and the garrison changed their decision.

According to Gregory of Khlat, in 1394 Tamerlane captured the Avnik and the Bagaran
Fortresses. At the same time, he renewed the siege on the Ernjak Fortress. According to Persian
sources, at the end of 1394, when Prince Miran-Shah arrived in Tamerlane’s camp, his camp was
located in Alinja area. Gregory of Khlat informs us that Chaghatays “erected a solid wall” around
Ernjak. The fact of building the solid wall around the fortress is also confirmed in Persian sources.
According to Sharaf ad-Din, after defeating Tokhtamish and before returning to Samarkand in 1396
Tamerlane tasked “Hulagu Court” Prince Miran-Shah with capturing the fortress and left him a big
army. This latter built a high wall around the fortress so that nobody could enter or leave.

The people conquered in Miran-Shah’s territories used the opportunity of Tamerlane’s
absence to renew the fight against their common enemy. In the Trans-Caucasus the head of this
battle was the Georgian King George VII. The King, along with his ally Sidi Ali Shaki (dissatisfied
with Miran-Shah), set out to capture the Ernjak Fortress, which had been under Chaghatays’ siege for
several years. He set free Sultan Taher who had been imprisoned there. He released Taher and
initiated special measures for protecting the fortress in the future. In Armenian sources this successful
campaign was unprecedented and is considered the greatest victory of King George.

The manuscript kept in the Library under St. Jacob’s Monastery of Jerusalem provides
extremely interesting information about the battle that took place between Georgians and the Army
of Chaghatays after the capture of the Ernjak Fortress. “Georgian King along with 300 warriors was
still near the fortress when there came more than 30,000 Chaghatays and laid a siege around them.
They were on the bank of the river not ready for battle but they attacked the enemy and
unbelievably murdered them and went back”. This information complements information recorded
in Persian sources: Having been defeated Seif Ad-Din the commander of the besieging army ran away
to Tavriz and addressed Miran-Shah for help. The Prince Abubekr headed the additional army
coming from Tavriz. Georgians managed to defeat this army also and went back to their country.

According to the same manuscript capturing the Ernjak Fortress by King George VII took
place in 1398. This date gives a year difference in comparison with Gregory of Khlat’s information.
The date of capturing the fortress in Gregory of Khlat’s work is recorded in two different colophons
and in both places is indicated 1399. The dates 1398 and 1399 should be considered closer to reality
rather than the year 1396 cited in the Georgian Chronicle and Vakhushti Batonishvili’s work.

Information about King George’s capturing the Ernjak Fortress is also recorded in a
manuscript of Jerusalem’s “Matenadaran”, though this story is placed in the period between 1393 and
1400 but does not have a specific date. The same thing is noticed in the works of Kirakos of Rshtunik,
the second continuer of Samuel of Ani and Arakel of Tavriz: the story about Alinja is situated in the
period between 1392 and 1400. Here we should mention that in the above-listed works the
information on capturing Baghdad by Tamerlane is dated by 1393 or 1392, and the invasion of fierce
Tamerlane in Georgia is dated by 1400. In this respect there is a small difference with the first
continuer of Samuel of Ani. In his work, information about capturing the Ernjak Fortress and
Tamerlane’s invasion of Georgia are placed during the years 1393-1403.

What conditioned the invasion, which the Armenian authors called “great and
unprecedented” victory and because of which Tamerlane again started toward Georgia to invade it?
According to the Persian sources, the reason for Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia in 1399-1400 was
to spread Islam. Armenian sources indicate that the main reason of this invasion was capturing the
Ernjak Fortress by Georgian King and setting free Sultan Taher. According to V. Minorsky, Taher
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Jalayr had a matrimonial relationship with Georgians and, in addition, the desire to become the
owner of the Jalayrs’ treasury should have played a certain role, though we think that it would not be
the grounds for starting an invasion into Alinja. We consider more well grounded the opinions (E.
Mamistvalishvili, K. Tabatadze, D. Ninidze) that imply a political relationship between Georgians and
Jalayrs against Tamerlane.

According to the Armenian sources, when Tamerlane learnt about the Georgian King’s action,
he was furious. “Because of this reason Tamerlane became furious like a beast and started toward
Georgia for the third time, with three times more numerous forces than the armies he had during his
first or the second invasions of Georgia”. This invasion started in autumn in 1399 and lasted for not
less than seven months. In Armenian sources, the invasions of Tamerlane in Georgia in 1399 and
1400 are unified as one invasion.

Under the decision of Kurultai, arranged in Karabagh, Tamerlane again planned to invade
Georgia. He camped in Bardav and sent a middleman to George VII. Tamerlane requested that the
Georgian King betray Sultan Taher; and, in response, he was promising peace. After George VII’s
negative answer, Tamerlane invaded Georgia. One of the sites of this broad-scaled invasion was the
Aragvi Valley.

One colophon, written in the form of a poem dated by 1400, says: “The Alanian Gate that was
locked for a long time was opened, there came a cruel and wicked Tamerlane and all the people were
scared. He attacked Georgia, took a great amount of richness and prisoners. The whole country
started shivering like a sparrow on a tree branch.” As we see, Tamerlane invaded not only the Aragvi
Valley, but he reached Dariali, too. This information is also confirmed by the contemporary data of
“Dzegli Eristavta”.

According to Armenian sources Tamerlane destroyed and murdered Georgians. The number
of the murdered people exceeded 100,000, and the number of prisoners was greater than this. This
number does not include those people who had been either trampled down by horses or thrown from
the rocks.

In Armenian sources is information about inner betraying. According to one piece of
information, Tamerlane was led by Georgian didebulis (nobles) who brought him into Georgia. King
George was obliged to move to Abkhazia. According to Thomas of Metsoph, George VII and his
brothers Constantine and David prepared especially for Tamerlane’s invasion. They moved all
Georgians and Armenians into fortresses, and they themselves were fortified in narrow and
unreachable places. Meanwhile, three godless noblemen left the king, came to Tamerlane, and
showed him the way. Tamerlane took a number of Christians under his ownership, killed the
noblemen, and took the usual people as prisoners. According to Thomas’ information, more than
60,000 people became prisoners. Accompanied by 100 men, King George, who survived by chance,
penetrated into the middle of the enemy’s camp, killed a number of Chaghatays, and after this was
sheltered in a fortified location. Tamerlane’s army destroyed Georgia, ruined churches, and took
prisoners. According to Thomas’ information, every five Chaghatays had 20 prisoners. Many of the
prisoners were dying on the road; the enemy broke the heads of those who were sick so they would
not remain alive. Thomas recorded that he had seen all these events with his own eyes.

There are other sources that describe the misfortune that had fallen upon the country: the
enemies harmed the country greatly; destroyed the churches and fortresses; totally demolished
Mtskheta - the Cathedral,s the town itself and the surrounding places; murdered the men; and took
women and children as prisoners. “Not only Christians but the people of other origin and religion
pitied greatly these sinless lambs having appeared in the hands of blood-suckers and wild pitiless
beasts with human faces”.
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There is not unanimity among the foreign sources about the siege of the Ernjak Fortress.
According to Gregory of Khlat, it lasted 15 years; according to Persian sources it was for 10 years; by
Clavijo, it was three years; and in Shiltberger’s work it was under siege for 16 years. On the basis of
data in the Armenian sources reviewed, we consider that the priority should be given to the number
of years indicated in Armenian source, although we should mention that Armenian sources do not
inform us about the circumstances and conditions under which Tamerlane captured the Ernjak
(Alinja) Fortress.

According to the Persian sources, the guards of the fortress, experiencing extremely difficult
conditions, again addressed King George VII for help, and he promised to help them. Having
returned from Syria and being in the process of preparation for invasion of Baghdad, Tamerlane,
when he learnt about it, immediately sent his commanders to invade Georgia. The guards of the
fortress lost their hope of support and, after useless attempts to escape in 1401, decided to obey the
enemy. The army, which started to destroy Georgia, camped in Kola field. Meanwhile, Tamerlane
also returned from Baghdad and camped in Shamkori field. A diplomatic negotiation was made
between Tamerlane and George VII that resulted in the Shamkori Truce, made in autumn of 1401;
and thus Georgia was rescued from the next attack of Tamerlane’s Hordes.

Chapter III

For the Issue of Correlations between
Kartlis Tskhovreba and the Armenian Sources

“Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” is preserved until the present in three versions: in Janashvili’s
version - D; in Chalashvili’s version — C; and in Machabeli’s version — M. Among them the oldest is
the one discovered by M. Janashvili. This list of “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” was added to Janashvili’s
manuscript later. From studying the paper and the handwriting, researchers decided that this list was
written during the period of 1721-1731. Vakhushti Batonishvili’s autobiographic additions and
guiding comments given in this list proved that the list had passed through the hands of scientist
Batonishvili. K. Grigolia thinks that the continuing part added later to Janashvili’s version should be
considered the best re-written copy, which the commission of the “Scientific Figures”, after finishing
the work, had immediately sent to Russia for King Vakhtang. To the researcher’s mind, the
“numerous comments, kept only on the edges of this list and nowhere else” should indicate its official
character. Despite this very positive facet of Janashvili’s version, it is not complete: the narration is
brought only up to 1534. This incompleteness may be filled with Chalashvili’s version.

Another version was re-written in Moscow by Eraj Chalashvili. Dependence of this latter
upon Janashvili’s earlier version is obvious. Because of the small place, the preface was written in
small letters in Janashvili’s version; in Chalashvili’s version the preface is re-written in usual way.

Machabeli’s version is the latest one, and examination confirms that it depended on
Chalashvili’s version. In this list the re-writer included information that was extracted from
Machabeli’s family chronicle and added to the corresponding parts.

Vakhtang VI had tasked the commission of the “Scientific Figures” to correct in “Kartlis
Tskhovreba” the missing places, ruined from earlier times, and describe the history of XIV-XVII
centuries. In the preface to the work, attention is given the methodological credo of the commission:
“Up to the times of King George, son of the King Demetre Tavdadebuli was written the life of
Georgians. And, starting from the time of Bagrat son of King George up to the time of George son of
Bagrat was not written anything. And about Bagrat and his son Constantine was written in old books.
We have extracted these stories from charters and the Lives of Persians and Armenians; and about
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King Alexander and his son King Constantine and up to King Rostom we used the Life of Persians
and Chronology and charters. And, after King Rostom the witnesses and participants of wars
described the stories”.

For a long time Georgian researchers have been interested in the Persian and Armenian
sources that the commission used to describe the XIV-XV centuries and particularly, Tamerlane’s
invasions. While discussing the sources used by the commission of the “Scientific Figures” Ivane
Javakhishvili demonstrated that these sources are divided into two main groups: 1) local Georgian
sources and 2) foreign sources. From foreign sources the Commission especially used Persian
historical writings, including “The Lives of Persian and Armenian People”.

The issue of Armenian source (or sources) for “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” and the problem of
its correlation with the work of the commission has never become the subject of focused study.

Except for the above-mentioned general information, the indication from Armenian source,
we encounter where the narration of Temur’s Chngizide-divine origin finishes and the story of his
rise begins, specifically: “By origin Tamerlane was of their breed and was the master of Ulus. Under
his will he killed the king of Turks and all his sons, conquered Turkey and was the master of all”.
Here Chalashvili’s and Machabeli’s works add: “The life of Tamerlane is described in the Lives of
Persians and Armenians in different way and nobody knows which the correct one is.”

In the critical issue of “Kartlis Tskhovreba”, this fragment is put in the scholium and has the
following comment from the publisher: “This should be the marginal comment of one of the editors
that later the re-writer has included into the text”. Because of the fact that Janashvili’s version is not
complete in this place, it is impossible to state whether or not this comment had already been in the
edition of the commission of the “Scientific Figures”, or we have to deal with the comment of the
editor of Chalashvili’s version that Eraj Chalashvili himself added to the text. In any case, we should
not exclude consideration of the fact that the work made by the commission had the list of the used
sources, i.e. some particular source of “The Persians Life” was meant and there was also indicated
another source of the alternate information — Armenian, the contents of which is familiar to the
commission, but in this particular case preference is given to the Persian source.

For the present the information about Tamerlane’s origin and personality in Armenian sources
is given in colophons. These pieces of information are very brief and general. More concrete and
different information from that of the Persian sources is given in Stephan and Nerses of Metsophs’
chronicle, Thomas of Metsoph’s work “The History of Tamerlane and his Successors”, and in David of
Baghesh’s chronicle, which is based on Thomas’ work.

In Stephan and Nerses of Metsoph’s chronicle mention is made that from the beginning
Tamerlane used to be the warrior of the Ruler of Tavriz, then he escaped to Samarkand because of
some reason and there he became a great robber. He became stronger and carried out his aggressive
invasions successfully and finally captured Tavriz. Rather later Thomas of Metsoph retells the same
story more broadly. The information recorded in the works of Ibn Arab-Shah and Rui Gonzalez de
Clavijo supports the story about the robber past and insidious actions of Tamerlane. If the
commission of the “Scientific Figures” had some kind of Armenian source giving similar information,
they could have said that “the Armenians have described in different way and God knows, which the
correct information is”. Giving priority to Persian sources rather than to Armenian sources regarding
the information of Tamerlane’s origin is obvious in both psychological and moral respects: one thing
is when the coming of the nobleman of divine origin conditioned “destroying Kartli in the way that it
has never experienced”, and another thing is destroying the country by a godless robber.

In “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba”, the following reference is given to an Armenian source,
which chronicles Tamerlane appearing in Armenia: “He started toward Armenia and arrived. He
destroyed the country and ruined the woods, and brought death to people. The life is described here”.
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On the basis of this information Ivane Javakhishvili wrote: “Brief information about Armenia has
been extracted from ‘The Life of Armenians’, in which everything was narrated in details. Which
‘Life of Armenians’ was the work the “Scientific Figures” had used is not clear yet”, and added that
differing from Parsadan Gorgijanidze, who did not have any other source but the Persian one, the
“Scientific Figures” had used “The Life of Armenians” and left the narration without unilateral and
monotonous Persian nuances.

Discussing the Chubinishvili’s publication of “Kartlis Tskhovreba”, on the basis of the same
quotation from “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba”, S. Kakabadze noticed that the final author of the
continuation of “Kartlis Tskhovreba” used, besides Persian sources, Armenian source and Georgian
materials in this part. “Using the Armenian materials (this materials should have been Thomas of
Metsoph’s historical work) is also indicated in the text itself”.

Among the Armenian sources that inform us about the first invasion of Tamerlane in Armenia
and his destroying the country, the volume and factual nature of the information again and again
may be distinguished in the work of Thomas of Metsoph. Moreover, this work is the only one among
the Armenian writings of the XIV-XVI centuries known at present that may be called “The History”.
The authors of “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” inform us in the preface that they have used the “Life of
Armenians” or the History.

“Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” created by the commission of the “Scientific Figures” tasked by
Vakhtang VI, contains the information about making Bagrat V a prisoner, his conversion, and later
his return to Georgia. Neither in the text nor on the edges of the work are there indications about the
source used by the commission while narrating this story. But, yet in the XIX century, when, with
the help of the French works of Felix Neve and Marie Brosset, Georgian researchers were able to use
the information recorded in Thomas of Metsoph’s works about Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia,
they paid attention to similarities between the information kept in Georgian historical work and the
work of Thomas of Metsoph relative to Tamerlane’s making Bagrat V a prisoner and setting him free.

With respect to factual information in the work of the XV century Armenian historian and in
the work made by the commission of the “Scientific Figures”, the works are similar but the
information in “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” is more wide and diffusive.

Marie Brosset considered the information from both reliable but he did not address the issue
of correlation between these pieces of information.

Dimitri Bakradze first raised this issue while commenting on the corresponding information
with the help of Vakhushti Bagrationi’s work “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba™ “Here we may add that
the narration by Thomas Metsoph, i.e. destroying Georgia by Tamerlane, making Bagrat a prisoner,
forcibly converting him to Islam and later destroying Tamerlane’s army of 12,000 warriors by Bagrat
and his son George shows that Thomas either used Georgian source for this information, or he has
seen with his own eyes the narrated facts. Thomas died in 1448, so he would not have been the
contemporary to these events. So, we consider the first idea is correct”.

L. Melikset-Beg remarked in the preface of the letter about Georgia attached to Thomas of
Metsoph’s work that S. Kakabadze’s opinion ‘a priori’ might be considered. However, the narration
according to the continuation of “Kartlis Tskhovreba” differs from that of Metsoph’s information,
especially in dates. Later he added that from Thomas of Metsoph’s information “the narration in
Georgian sources slightly coincides with the information about destroying Tbilisi by Tamerlane in
1394”.

Discussing the fact of making Bagrat V a prisoner, as we have seen above, Ivane Javakhishvili
reviewed the information from Georgian and Armenian sources and came to the conclusion that this
information of “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” should be coming from Thomas of Metsoph’s work.
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From the above-given quotations offered by the researchers, three different ideas emerged:
The information appears in Thomas of Metsoph’s work on the basis of some Georgian sources; there
is no correlation between “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” and Thomas of Metsoph’s work; and “Akhali
Kartlis Tskhovreba” used Thomas of Metsoph’s work as a source.

Dimitri Bakradze expressed the above-mentioned opinion in 1885. From that time until the
present, there does not exist any Georgian historical work of the XIV-XV centuries that includes
similar information; and it might be Thomas of Metsoph’s source that is used to describe this event. It
is known today that Thomas of Metsoph was born in 1378 and that he was the witness to or, more
correctly, later was the contemporary of the events described by him. Added to this, besides his own
memoirs and the stories learnt from others, Thomas of Metsoph had and had used as a source the
chronicle of Armenian ecclesiastic figures Stephan and Nerses of Metsophs, in which, excepting the
events developed in Armenia, were described the stories of Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia and the
events developed after making Bagrat V a prisoner.

Ignoring the idea of correlation between Thomas of Metsoph’s work and “Akhali Kartlis
Tskhovreba”, L. Melikset-Beg paid attention to the fact of variance between the chronological frames
of Georgian and Armenian sources. The Armenian historian recounts the event representing the
subject of our interest under the date 1387, and the commission of the “Scientific Figures” recounts
the same story as if it happened in 1393.

It is interesting to consider what similar conditions might exist in this respect between “The
Life of Persians” and “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba”, which was used by the commission of the
“Scientific Figures” when writing this part of the work. D. Katsitadze stated that the commission of
the “Scientific Figures” used Nizam ad-Din Shami’s and Sharaf ad-Din Ali Yezdi’s “Zafarnamas”.
Among them, the former Nizam ad-Din Sham was Tamerlane’s contemporary, and his work takes the
central place in the historiography of Temurians’ epoch. In Shami’s “Zafar-Namees”, the author
indicates that Tamerlane captured Tbilisi in autumn of ‘hijra’ 788 (=1386). So, despite the fact that the
authors of “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” had at hand the high quality Persian source, in which the date
of capturing Tbilisi is identified, they still indicate the year as 1393.

Perhaps, in the version of Nizam ad-Din Shami’s work used by commission, there may have
been a reason for not indicating the date but we may say the same about the Armenian source. Thus,
we consider that an argument about date variance would not be sufficient to ignore the idea of
correlation between Thomas of Metsoph’s work and “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba”.

Acknowledging the above-mentioned, we consider that the opinion expressed by Iv.
Javakhishvili that the information recorded in the work of the commission of the “Scientific Figures”
about making Bagrat V a prisoner and the events developed after this fact comes from of Metsoph’s
source, is correct.

We think that the authors of “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba”, who worked with limitations of
extremely poor sources while describing the time of Bagrat V’s reign, used “The Life of Persians” as
the main source for their work and that they used information from the source “The Life of
Armenians”, which exactly corresponds to their demands for content and reliability.

One additional aspect that, to our mind, should be discussed in the context of correlation
between Georgian and Armenian historical sources, is connected with the Alinja (Ernjak) Fortress.

In the work of Vakhtang VI's commission of the “Scientific Figures” the information about
Sultan Taher and the Alinja (Ernjak) Fortress gives quite different picture. First of all we should
mention that, according to this information, Sultan Taher and the Alinja (Ernjak) Fortress are not
related with each other. In “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” during the narration of Tamerlane’s invasions
of 1400, about Taher is written: “Then there was Sultan Taher in the country of Jalais, Mohammedan
by religion. When Tamerlane came to his country Taher Sultan opposed him and caused much harm

38



to Tamerlane’s people. And later he was not able to fight against him and came to King George. King
George received him with great respect and listened to him retelling about his condition”. But when
King George decided to reconcile and obey Tamerlane, Sultan Taher asked him not to reconcile with
Tamerlane. But the King did not listen to him and sent a man (Mohammedan Ismail) to tell him that
he was going to obey him...”

In “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba”, Tamerlane’s invasion in 1401 to capture the Ernjak Fortress is
described: “They started and came up to the Ernjak Fortress, which was captured by Georgian King
and stayed around the fortress for such a long time that the people inside the fortress were so much
worried that they came out and obeyed the enemy and abandoned the fortress. The guards of the
fortress came and took the head of the fortress to Tamerlane”. One more piece of information refers
to the subject interesting for us. Particularly, it is related that after capturing Baghdad in 1401
Tamerlane returned to Tavriz and from there he started toward the Alinja Fortress with numerous
forces and camps.” In the work of the commission of the “Scientific Figures” it does not seem that
Erinjag and Alinja were identified.

In this respect, the same condition exists with the Vakhushti Batonishvili’s work “Description
of Georgian Kingdom”. Identification of Erinjag and Alinja is not given even here. Besides, both
names of the fortress are deformed: Alinja is given in the form of Alijan and Erjak — in the form of
Erijan. We can say, though, in favor of Batonishvili’s work that the story of setting free Sultan Taher
from Alinja Fortress and Tamerlane’s becoming furious is given correctly. According to Vakhushti,
George VII brought Ossetians, Caucasians, and Durdzuks “and led the gathered warriors and came up
to the Fortress Alijan, entered in there and set free Sultan Tir from being prisoner of Temur”. Near
this place, on the edge of the page, Vakhushti made the following addition: “The Chronicle of
Armenians prove this fact about King George”.

Thus, besides the main source, which he used during description of Tamerlane’s invasions,
Vakhushti had “The Chronicle of Armenians”, in which the Ernjak Fortress is mentioned under the
name Alinja. In this respect, there are outlined two groups in the Armenian sources reviewed by us
above: colophons, manuscripts of Jerusalem’s Matenadaran and of St. Jacob’s Monastery, the first
continuer of Samuel of Ani’s work in which the fortress is mentioned under the name Ernjak. And, in
the works of Kirakos of Rshtunik, second continuer of Samuel of Ani and Arakel of Tavrizi, the
fortress is given under the name Alinja. The two last authors used Rshtunik’s Chronicle as a source.
Thus, we think that The Armenian Chronicle used by Vakhushti should be the work of Kirakos of
Rshtunik, the author of the XV century, or the author depending on him. This opinion is supported
by the fact that, as we have mentioned above, in the works of Kirakos of Rshtunik and the authors
depending on him, the exact date of capturing the Alinja Fortress by George VII is not indicated and
this story is included in the place where are given the events of 1392-1400. Vakhushti Batonishvili
relates the description of the events connected to Alinja to the year 1396. To our mind, if he had
some source with a concrete date, he would indicate it in his work.

Conclusion

In the given qualification work is presented the whole spectrum of the Armenian historical
sources surviving from the XIV-XVII centuries — colophons, small chronicles, and narrative sources,
where is kept the information on Tamerlane’s invasions of Georgia.

The information from Armenian sources is combined with the materials from Georgian and
foreign sources. On the basis of this combination, some issues related to the history of the XIV-XV
century Georgia are highlighted and specified.
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The information from Armenian sources supports the opinion expressed in Georgian scientific
literature that, during Tamerlane’s first invasion in 1386-1387, he invaded Georgia twice: for the first
time in 1386, and for the second time — 1387. At the same time according to “Akhali Kartlis
Tskhovreba” and Persian sources the chronological frame of invasions is specified as spring.
Particularly, we may consider the mid-April of 1387 as the upper limit for this invasion.

The Armenian sources do not include any information about Tamerlane’s invasion in Georgia
in 1394 but they relate that after defeating Tokhtamish in 1395 Tamerlane’s army returned to Trans-
Caucasus through the “Alanian Gate”.

The Armenian sources inform that the reason for Tamerlane’s invasion of Georgia in 1400 was
George VII's successful expedition to the Fortress Ernjak (Alinja), besieged for years by Tamerlane,
and the effort to set free Taher Jalayr. According to this information, the invasion lasted from autumn
till spring, not less than seven months. So, Armenian authors think of the invasion in late autumn of
1399 in Khimshia Valley and the broad-scale invasion in Georgia, which took place the following
year as one single invasion.

In order to address the correlation among Armenian historical sources of the XIV-XV
centuries and Georgian narrative sources of the XVIII century, “Akhali Kartlis Tskhovreba” and
Vakhushti Batonishvili’s work “Agtsera Samefosa SaqarTvelosa”, the researcher asserted that the
commission of the “Scientific Figures” was familiar with Thomas of Metsoph’s historical work
describing the events that developed after Tamerlane made Bagrat V a prisoner and used Thomas of
Metsoph’s corresponding information.

While describing Tamerlane’s invasion, Vakhushti Batonishvili used his main source and used
the XV century Armenian figure Kirakos of Rshtunik’s chronicle (or any historical work depending
on it) as another source, in which was described George VII's invasion over the Alinja Fortress.

Based on the research above, we conclude, that the “Chronicle” of Stephan and Nerses of
Metsoph, as well as the “Chronicle” of Kirakos of Rshtunik, are important sources for the study of the
XIV-XV centuries Georgian history.
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