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B greaf holiday.

On last  Wednesday, the 12-th
of March, the capital of Georgia
was decked out with flags: from
all-quarters of the city there stream-
ed to the palace crowds of the
populace: in the close of the
adjacent cathedral troops were
drawn up. In a word, Tiflis wore
a holiday air. Not Tiflis alone:
the 12-th of March was a holiday
for- the whole of Georgia. The

representation, its empowered re-
presentatives, to whom is entrust-
led the task of establishing on
{a firm basis all that has been
twon in the preceding bitter con-
flict. and to invest in a final and
legal form the governmental insti-
tutions of the Republic.

These representatives - met in
Tiflis on. March 12, where the
first session of the Constitutional
Assembly was held in the palace.
What was the first step, the first
acrf of the people’s representatives?

_ﬁhm!ghts__am sentiments .ot il
- sepublic, of the.whole peo-
e, were concentrated on the ca-

mousy gre 4
tives [of the Allied Powers, of the

pitol, where was being held the
first session of the Constitutional
Assembly.

Nought can be more splendid
than a festival of liberty, and on
the 12-th of March Georgia cele-
brated her double liberation: libe-
ration from oppression as a na-
tion, and her liberation from civil
and. political slavery. The Gonsti-
tutional Assembly is but the con-
summation and the crowning of
the hard fight which the Georgian

people has been carrying on for
years, which has cost so much
effort and so many sacrifices.

Together with the other peaples
which made up the former Rus
sian Empire, it cast off two years
since the yoke of the autocracy
which was crushing all Russia.
I received thereby political free-
dom, it freed, itself from the
tyrannical imperial rule, and clear-
ed the path for the national libe-
ration of Georgia.

In May of last. year the inde-
pendence of the Republic of Ge-
orgia was declared. The following
ten months have been consumed
in unceasing and severe struggles
to defend this same independence.
Now at last the Georgian people
has received the possibility of
electing on the basis of a general
secret, direct and equal ballot,
with the principle of proportional

/

neighboring Caucasian republics
and other states, who were pre-
sent as guests, there was read
out the solemn act regarding the
lindependence of Georgia. The de-
! puties, rising to their feet, listened
to the reading of the document,
{ and adopted it unanimously. under
great and joyful applause. Thus
the Georgian people, in the person
of its representatives, once more
categorically confirmed its unshakes
able. resolution to. live free and
independent It desires to be mas-
ter of its own destiny, and this
decisive utterance of the Assembly
was echoed by the people on the
strects of the capital, was echoed
by the whole of Georgia, ready
and willing to lay . down its life
for its native land

Such was the first word, the
first decision of the Constitutional
Assembly. The further path along
which it is to proceed is. clearly
defined by the words of the pre-
sident, which found unanimous
approval and support among the
deputies. ,We wish to tear our
selves loose from Asia and to
enter into the family of the ci-

vilized democratic ‘countries of
Europe*
We know aof no other .case

where a nation has carried into
effect so accurately and so cor-
rectly the idea of the self-determi-

Week, is ‘.v\fér";_flnotlng"x;;’_

nation of a people. We know of
no other exampie 'where indepen-
dence and the desire for inde-
pe_ndent existence have been re-
alized more unanimously and
more widely than in our K own
little country.

We are likewise sure that this
united voice of our people will
be heard and its desires fulfilled
by those who have proclaimed
to the world the great ideal prin-
ciple of the liberation of small
nations. -

oo . el '

The declaratiﬁnﬁ of the‘ u;
dependence of Georgia *).

During the course of many centu-
ries Georgia existed as a free and in-
dependent state.

At the close of the eighteenth cen
tary. under  the of
trom all sides, Gel united

enemies
herself
to Russia of her own accord upon the

pressure

condition that Russia should undertake
to defend her from external foes.

Durine the great Russian Revolu-
tion a state of things was establis
which brought in its tra
the break-up of the entire front
the departure of the Russian
from the Transcaucasus.

Left to her own resources, Georgia
ether with her the whole
cancasus. took hand the
of their own destinies and founded the
necessary. organs of government, but
the pressure of external forces brought

{
2l

in. Russia
and

army

1S

and fog

in guidance

about the break-up of the alliance,
which united all the peoples of the
Transcaucasus, and to the dissolation

of its political integrity.
The present condition of the Geor
gian people inevitably dictates to Geor-

* This declaration passed by the
Georgian National Couneil the day that the
independence of the republic was declar-
ed, May .26, 1918, and .was unanimously
adopted and signed by 4 the members of
the Georgian Constitutional Assembly upon
the occasion of its flrst session, March 12, 1919

was

. state.

gia the need for founding her own
political and governmental organization
S0 as to preserve herself from enslave-
ment by hostile forces and fo lay a
firm foundation for free dm(:lupnmrh.

In accordance with this, the Georgian

N:uiomll Council, elected by the Na-
tional Assembly of Georgia Novem-

ber22. 1917, now declares to the whole
people:

st I:'rum hienceforth  the Georgian
K\-uple is the pos
rights, tand Geo

03801

of  sovereign.
_is_an_ independent

have risen againt
Pree- forar uf T ‘:;-xrve'rnm%nrm
the independent state of Georgia is that
of a democratic republic.

o

3. In case of international conflicts,
he Georgian Republic will remain in-
yariably neutral.

4. The Georgian Democratic Repu-
blic seeks to establish friendly relations
with all members of the international
family of pations, above ull with those
adjacent to her own borders.

. The Georgian Democratic Repu-
blic guwantees to all citizens within
it« bounds civil and political rights
without .1egard to nationality social
position. creed Or sex.

6. The Georg Demoeratic Repu-
blic erants all peoples inhabiting her

territory full opportunity for free de-
velopment.

7. Until the Constitutional Assembly
i< summoned at the head of the Geor-
gian government stands the National
council, filled up ntatives of
the parties of the minority, and the
Provisional Government, which 1s res-

National Council.

repr

by

ponsible to th

May 26, 1918.

The Sochi incident.

The faithless attack of the detach-
ments of the Volunteer Army upon
Sochi at the time aroused a quite un-
derstandable feeling ~of indignation
throughout all Georgia. We use the
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expression thoroughly understand- | Sochi knot must be unr -d . or else
able*, for what other feeling wuul such | the delay in doing this will make it
a deed call forth, which test me- | necessary to cut it,
rely to the extreme cowardice and :
the absence of any conceptions, even
the most primitive, among those who
commited it, as to wageing a regular | The Peace Conference.
war. We will not stop on this aspect
of the matter, as we want to point out The chief questions discussed at the
that we arc more interested in the | Peace Conference during the preced=
ultimate results of the risky step |ing week were those concerning Ger-

which the ,Denikinites“ have underta-

ken. In the whole history of this affair

there is one point whichis excedingly
important. We refer to English pres-
tige. The readers will probably re-

member that previous to the attack of

the Denikinites the English command-
er had declared to the Georgian Go-
vernment that no danger threatened

them from this quarter

None the less the fact took place
the attack was made. The following
step of the Eunglish authorities— the
order to Genmeral Denikin to withdraw

his troops from the district of Sochi~
dictated first of all by the
supporting the prestige of

was clearly

necessity of

England eat  Britain  fulfilled her
duty first of all in this connection
towards hersel I'his was the inter-
pretation of the interveation  of th
commanders in Constantinople which
was, madé by the public opinion of

the whole Transcaucasus. It would
seem that with this one could consid-
ér the whole Sochi incident liquida-
This was the w app: |bentlv

L vl 18 Coraereat thert

1 massed in suof-

ficient "quantity
Black Sea, not to commence hostilities,

on the coast’ o €

but—insctrutable are thy ways, O Lord!
It is already a month that negotiations
have been going on with General De
nikin, but this lattcr individual not
only has no i of evacuating the
listrict of Sochi. but according to
reliable informat continues to mass
his forces in this locality. Such are the
facts. We refrain from™ drawing any
conclusions from the same: we shall
merely say that there is one party
who is vitally interested in the affair

this is the Republic of Georgia. She
is not in the least interested at the
present  time holding on to the
Sochi distric leed, it is three
months ago that the Georgian Govern-
ment declared  its readiness to with-

draw its forces from the
Georgia,
a matter of
kin’s forces are loc
front has :
strategical boundary,

distric
however, it is by
ndifference where

ated. Along
historical
and the
alone

no me.

Deni-

this

Georgia and a
holding
of this boundary can guarantee
her from the repetition of the Sochi
incident. This is the river Makhadur,
and this line she must occupy under
all circumstances. The Georgian forces
are occupying at the present time
the left bank of the Bzyb and cannot

remain in this position without the
danger of a whole lot of unpleasant
surprises. Most serious  attention
whould be paid to this matter. The

many, the demarcation of frontiers,
the Russian problem. the league of
peoples and the organization of ar-
mies.

Regarding ‘Gérmany. the representa-
tives of the powers present at the Con-
ference came to the conclusion that
it was essential first of all to supply
Germany with provisions as speedily
i The representatives of
ysed this. but the necessity
rediate import of provisions

into Germany was upheld by Lloyd
George and the American represen-
tatives, and their point, of view won
out. In connection herewith an agre-
ement was reached on one indispen-
sable condition, namely, that the
transport of supplies will be wunder
Allied control, and the Powers of the
Entente for the time being take cha

of the entire German commercial fleet.

The question of the boundaries of
Germany was likewise brought up.
This matter was complicated by the
proposal of the French representatives
to form the Rhine district into a buff-
worked out-ms ek has.
met with a favorable receptio

Da

at thc

hands of the representatives or Englan
and America. The intention is to form
this state, so that its population, once
Germany has fulfilled 'her obligation
to the Allies, may express itself by
me:ns of a referendum as to whether
it desires to remain independent or to
unite once more with Germany.

'he question of the German farmy

s

was likewise brought up for conside-
ration, It was decided that the rank
and file should consist of ,000 men
with 9,000 ofticers. The period of ser-
vice of the latter should be 250,000
men with 9,000 officers. The period
of service of the latter should be 25

that of the men —twelve. The
is to be recruited on a volunteer

years;

army

basis.
In

‘tion with Russia, as is
wellknown, an agreement was reached.

A proposal was made to the repre-
sentatives of all the states which have
been formed on the former territory of
Russia (with the exception of those of
the Caucasus) to come to the Prince’s
Islands to discuss. coniunction
with the representatives of the Allied
Powers, the question as to what is to
become of Russia. In case this propo-
sal is not taken up, it has been decid-
ed to actively intervene Russia
with a view order in the
country. In regard to the' last point.
disagreement ensued among the Allies.
President Wilson declared that  Ame-
rica would not send armed forces to

conne

in

n
to restore

not heen j

Russia. From the last speeches of Lloyd
George it is evident that he also con-
siders that intervention in the
affair of Russia is not feasible. Two
plans accordingly remain¥ cither to
leave Russia to herselfi or else to
stablish an economic blockade of bol-
:vik Russia. The Allies are apparent-
ly inclining in favor of the latter pro-
posal. 3

armed

Regarding the question of the league
of peoples, it has become clear, that
England and America are supporting
the original project as proposed by
Persident Wilson, while Frarce and!
Italy ‘demand  that a series® of. altera-
tions be made in it. ;

Lastly, regarding the future orga-
nization of armies, a very important
greement between the representatives
of the great powers has been reached.
The principle of conscription bas been
disavowed, and it has been recognized
that the armies in all countries shall
be raised upon a volunteer basis. as
was the case in Great Britain before
the war.

TIFLIS).

The FErivan Square is the great
centre of activity; in its midst is the
Caravanserai, a vast rectangular build-
ing full of shops. not unlike the Go-
stinoi Dvor, in Petersburg, but poorer.

~ .
being repréSénted as J:v.ﬁ is
also a very large- collecf; hoto-
graphs cumprlsmv all /that is/worth
seeing in the O 15 and i ia.
In the sxudﬂﬂqﬁjoﬂ 5_,u g . I;T he
Public 1ilyary, iy W “hc J e fiuod
most of/ths Jiteral I Jv umhﬂ

country, and a fair number of books
on general subjects.

The library is at the corner of
the Prospekt and Barorskaya Street,
and turning down the latter. the first
turning on the right brings us to the
Post Office, facing vifhlch is a girl’s
grammar school. The traveller who
‘happens. to pass that way when the
lessons for the day are over (and he
might do worse if he likes to see
pretty voung faces), will be surprised,
unless he has been in Russia, to see
that all the children are dressed alike,
regardless of age, complexion, and
taste; he will be still more surprised
when he hears that if one of these
uniforms is seen out after 5 p. m,
the fair wearer is severely punished,
it being the opinion of the Tsar’s
Minister of Education that school-girls,
and school-boys too, should after that
hour be at home preparing their tasks
for next day. The school accommoda-
tion is lamentably inadequate; in
government of Tiflis  there are only
about 280 children at school for every
10,000 of the population, in the
vernment of Kutais only 250.
Returning to Go};vnﬁs!n ms‘ﬁékt'

3

is occupied by the Caravanserai of the
Georgian Nobility and behind, in a
fine garden, is the Georgian theatre;
both the garden and the theatre belong
to the Land Bank of the Nobles, :din
institution which deservec the attention
of all who are interested in the Ive-
rian nation. The bank was founded
in 1874 in order to aid farmers to
work their lands by advancing them
money at the lowest possible rate of

interest: all the profits are spent
in the furtherance of philanthropic

schemes and in the encouragement of
national education.

Continuing onr walk. we emerge
from Palace Street into the Wide Go-
lovinski Prospekt, which takes its
name from Golovin, a former gover-
nor of the Caucasus. On the left lies
the palace, a fine modern building in
the European stvle, and on the right
is the Caucasian Museum, in which
the student will find geological, zoolo-

gical, ethnographical, entomological,
botanical. archeological. and numisma-

tic collections of the highest interest.
On the walls of the staircase are se-
veral large pictures, the most inter-
esting of which are, a portrait of
Queen Tamara, copied frome the paint-
ing at Gelati, and ,The Arrival of

the Argonauts in Colchis“, the fig-
ures in which are all portraits, the
Grand Duke Nicholas Mikhailovich,

¥) See M

river bank; i !
ed every evening when a mﬂl
band performs.
The new theatre on Go 1ovi
Prospekt is a handsome edtﬁce The
farther you vet from the Erivan Sque‘
the less “aristocratic does the Boule-
vard become, the only other buildi
of note in the part of it being the
Cadets’ College: the opening of the
new theatre will, however, make
great difference, and in a few years
the dirty little beershops on the left
will doubtless disappear, and Golo
skii Prospekt will be one of the ﬁnest 3
streets in the world. Its situation is
a splendid one, and is not unworthy
of comparison with that of Princes’
Street, Fdinburgh; the Holy Mounf
rising black :md steep to a consuie-
rable height, and adorned with the
pretty white church of St. Davxd
might not inaptly be said to be td }
Tiflis what the Castle Hill is to the
modern Athens. At the end of the
Boulevard is the posting-station, whence
we can retarn to our starting-place
by tram-car. All the main thorough-
fares of the city are now laid with
tram-lines, the construction of which
is due to a Belgian company which
is paying very good divilends. A

{To be continued).
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When British Tommie:
~orgia every English speaking Georgian
“welcomed them at heart and earnestly
‘wished to approach the bovs and speak

‘thereby each other’s thoughts and ways,

And the best way to do this was to
publish a newspaper, a messenger of

Georgian minds and souls.
As a nation we never

Georgian. Messenger».

Herald> simply because a few

call to themselves the attention of new-

comers by brandishing before

somebody else’s banner,
We are aware that the

. weave their fabric of lies

given them an asylum. We do

that the human flesh is heir
we do know that the famous
o the besetting sin of the Oriental.
élie sin of lving, concerns tlmse indi-

best poﬁcv In
af Abraham meom «you
cannot fool everyone .md all the time»,
Truih will speak’ for itself.
It is regrettable that -the <Georgian
Messenger» is forced to defend the <o
called «Georgian interests» on its pages
in such a manner. We did sincerely
hope that ifs pages could have been
~ free from the petty quarrels and reve-
ations of our family affairs.

«To serve my country to serve
 Civilization» in no sense implies that

%0 serve another follow’s country is fo
srve harbarism. We do ﬁrmly believe
“that «Above All Nations is Humanity»
and that the Russian and the Geor
gian, the Gentile and the Jow. the
Whites and the Blacks have already
reached that stage of human relation-
_ ship when Fair Play and Square Deal

: Wean seftle their differences.

IN EUROPE.

GREAT BRITAIN.

In Great Britain wide-spread work-
‘ingmen’s movement has been going on.
The chief demand of the workmeun is

18

Jason.

* ,The Kingdom of Georgia®

came to Ge-

to them and listen to them learning

did ply un-
der filse colors and that is the reason
why we have named our paper «The
We are proud
that we are Georgians. It should have
been ridicalous to call it «The Asiatic
thou-

sand Georgisns happened o live in a
~ certain part of Asia and wanted to

them

enemies of
the Georgian nation are continuing o
against the
people that in times past had always
not
consider ourselves entirely free of sins
to but
verdict

-1 _Of ather news. '%_ln
"} during the week, orthnotmg

the
can

Auove Al Nations is Humaniy.

for a stk-hour wurking day. The bo~
ilermakers, smiths and stevedores have
struck, while the railroad 'cmployees
aund ‘electricians have made demands.
The Scotch miners in addition to a
six-hour working day, have demanded
a 30%/, increase in wages, nationaliza-
tion of the mines and full pay to un-
employed and demobilized workmen.
But thanks to the deep-seated culture
in English life, all these ‘strikes have
so far ended with an agreement be-
tween the workmen and their employers,
while
the workmen discussions are still con-
tinuing. Thus in Belfast negotiations
are procceding between the represen-
tatives of the workmen and the owners
of the ship-yards. The representative
of the latter is Lord Pirrie. The Bri-
tish Government has in all cases acted
as an intermediary between the cm-
ployers and the workmen in the ne-
gotiations.

In this regard the speech of Lloyd
George at the Conference of Industry
is very characteristic: ,Our country,
perhaps not for the first time, has got
to save civilization®. In order to avo-
id socialistic upheavals, 'the  fate of
Germany and Russia, it is essential,
according to the opinion of the prime
minister of England, that the workmen
and the employers should make mutu-
al concessions. As far as we can judge
from the data which have been re-
ceived, the disputes, jn accordance with
the wish of Lioyd George, have ended
» | by an agreement between both parties.

the!

0] ¢
ment in India, which is being discus-
sed in higher British governmental
spheres.

GERMANY.

The chief noteworthy events of the
preceding week in &ermany have been
the Spartacist uprising in Berlin, the
battle between the Government forces
and the Spartacists, and the agreement

between the Government und the
majority  of the social-democratic
party.

Events in Berlin are reported as
follows As a result of the agitation

of the Spartacist (the German bolshe-
viks), a general strike broke out in
Berlin, which developed into an upris-
ing: The rebels demanded that indus-
trial concerns be socialized without
delay, that the power be entrusted to
the hands of the councils, and that all
who had been arrested in connection
with the preceding uprisings should
be liberated.

The town was seized by the rebels,
stopped - the publication of the news-
papers, and arrested the representa-
tives' of the government. On the 8-
g-th of March the army of the goyern-
ment under the command of General
von  Listwitz and Colonel Reinhardt
forced their way into the city, In the
bloody fighting on the streets of Ber-

regarding certain demands of

SPNERS

lin large numbers of pcople were kill-
ed, buildings were destroyed, and
more than 40 million marks worth of
damage was done. After stubborn
fighting the victory remained on the
side of the Government, but the rebels
hold the castern suburbs of Berlin up
to the present time.

Bloody Spartacist outbreaks have
spread through the whole of Germany.
Thas .a council republic bhas been
proclaimed in Bavaria, where the con-
gress of councils has taken the power
into its hands.and demanded . that the
Constitutional Assembly be disbanded,

the power be handed over to the
councils and an alliance be made
with the Russian bolsheviks. This bas

forced the government to have recourse

to two separate series of measures.
On the one hand in Berlin and

throughout the whole of Germany mi-

litary law has been proclaimed. The
military authorities have been given
the right to shoot without trial any

rebel eaptured with arms in his hands,
and in general measures are being
taken to put down the revolt without
merey. On the other hand, the Go-
vernment has made an agreement with
the social-democratic  majority (the
party of Scheidemann), consisting of
the: following points: 1) The councils
of workmen delegates are recognized
as the directors of the economic de-
velopment of the country. 2) The mi-
litary authorities are answerable for
their  actions before a civil court.
3) The distribution of food-products
P = o Ao 2 et

most important branches of industry

b€ soclalized at once,
with the coal mines.
/

RUSSIA

Internal: affairs in clearly
show that the economic crisis through
which the country is passing is becom-
ing more acute. The last décree of
the Council of Popular Commissaries
brilliantly evidences this, which closcs
down all passenger traffic on the Ru-
ssian railroads, on which only freight
and military trains are to be despatch-
ed Famine Petrograd and in
Moscow has reached an unheard of
point. On the streets may be seen the

Russia

in

corpses of people who perished. from
hunger. There is no place left in the
cemeteries to bury the dead. One has

to wait a week to bury a corpse in
view of the number of coffins which are
brought. The sole of the council
government is in the world-wide
volution. In Moscow a council
bolsheviks of the
been held. England, France,
Hungary, South-Slavonia,

hope
Te-
of the
world has
Germany,
Armenia,

whole

Sweden and almost all the countrics
of the world were represented. The
council was opened with a speec f

Lenin, in which he ex sed the cer-
tainty that all Europe would soon be
in the hands of the councils. The con-

ference appealed to the of

workmen

T

the world wit b alr ~\lmrt( /
immediate upr ising ‘with aim
introducing socralism evevr{where. in
effect this, agcor An(\ té ) nu-.opmyr
of the bolshetiis) -uJ = -denh—{n- “r
overthrow” alf ghvcinna ql J,I nal
all parlianmnes Hﬁul rné‘ m -2
wer to the workmen’s councils. At the
conference, among others, the repre-
seutative of the German Spartacists
declared that his party would
finish with Scheideman’s government.
In honor of the
rence the Moscow bolsheviks
parade of the red army
meeting of all bolshevik institutions.
In the Ukraine the of the
councils has set firm foot. At the head
of the government is the bolshevik Ra-
The banks have been
zed; the capital of private persons has
been confiscated:

soon

confe-
held a

and a special

comununist

power

kovski. sociali-

plants and factories
together with theaties and cinemato
graphs have become the property of
the state. The Directory of the Ukra-
ine, which was forced to remove to
the. territory of Galicia, has, according
to last accounts, come to an agreement
with the allies
In the north of Russia on the Sibe

rian border, stubborn fighting is going
on'with the troops of Admiral Kolchak

without definite advantage to either
side. In Western Russia the bolshe-
viks are getting the upper hand in

Livonia: in Esthonia fighting is going
on on the banks of Lake Chuda b
tween the bolsheviks and Esthoniau
anti-bolsheyile JQraes:siticus; wiere

the mountaineers . have risen againts

the army of General
mountaineers have torn
Iroad-line near Grozny.

Jenikin,
up the

the
rai-

Figures oncee more.
The

nues to

confi-
att-
the

» Frans-Caucasisn ~ Post“

print very ungentlemanly

acks on the Georgian people and
Georgian Republic
In X s. 8

peared

of this
statisties
of
Cancasus and its Nations®
the
1. Russians,
2

3. Georgians |

and 4 paper ap-
rding the
(,The

) in the form

some reg

ethnography the  Caucasus

of following table:

3.154.898
509,785
Lt 821220

273.184
3 239.6156
A 15,756

(BTIATS: ) Aty b i of

{. Imeretins
Mingrels
Svanets .

etc.i,
Fhese

basis of

data, are gotten together on

the
Ru:
1897
the

the census taken the
the

well-known

by

officials in Caucasus in
fact that

Russian government was

It asia

autoeratic
unable to give

any more orless aceuv-

rate statistical data regarding its own
country: in-Europe people were always

suspicious of Russian official statistics.
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it irian kiR

Bui when it came to giving accurate
information regarding the non-Russian
population of the border districts, here,
in addition to the Rus-
intentionally endeavored to

incompetency,
sian official
falsify and give an incorrect impression
of the relationship

between the various nationalities

actual numerical
with  the
general policy of the autocracy. which
population

This is entirely in accord

sought to russify the local
oppressed all that was not ‘Rus-
Such was the attitude of the Rus-
the

and
sian.

sian  officials  towards Georgian
people.

The (ieorgian nation is made up of
different tribes, which  live in
various parts of our country. Thus,
for example, the Government of
Tiflis live the Kartvelians, Kakhetians,
Pshavs, Georgian  Mahome~
tans and the Government of
Kutais—the Mingrelians,
Gurians, Svans and others. Al these
same (reorgian lan-

several
in

Khevsurs.
others; in
Imeretines,
tribes speak the
guage, have a common Georgian lite-
rature and Georgian culture, a common
historial past—
and indivisible

origin and & common
in a word, form a one
nation —the (ieorg
The
in order to lessen the importance of

Ans.,

imperial government, however,

attain cultural and’ fatnal self-defini |

H100 320 gurts. 3

~_ e

ol spliy np._in th |
(statistical tables. putting down the Ge-

orgtans of the Government of Tiflis
such, and entering those of the Govern-
ment of Kutais under the head' of dif-
ferent nationalities.

Hence, according to the official sta-
tistics of the imperial
find, it were,
casus  but &21.7
1.509,785 Tartars and 1,118,094 Ar-
menians. In granting that
the Russian statistics are accurate, we
have a total figure (of Georgians, Ime-

bure;lut‘r;ns, we
1897 in the (
20 Georgians

as in Cau-

against

aciunality,

retines, ete...). not of 800,000, but of
1,300,000.
This was the way in which the im

perial government acted with the Geor-

gian people, and we know what ends

they had in. view. The question now
naturally ‘arises as to what the «Trans-
Post» is driving at when

they present their English readers with

facts regarding whose falsity no one
collaburator on the paper can doubt

for a single moment.
Their aim can

astray the

one: to lead
who is not
aware of local conditions. by represent
ing the latter light
for the Georgian people.

We shall leave it for the reader to

be ‘only
unwary reader

in a -unfavorable

judge whether it befits a serious paper

to have to- such means to

cast discredit on a whole people.

recourse

GEORGIA.
The Election of the Head of the Govern-
ment and the Supreme Representative
of the Republic of Georgia.

The premier-minister, N. N. Zhor-
dania, made his report to the Consti-

tutional Assembly during the session
of March 14 th and tendered his re-

signation. The latter body accepted the
came, and requested the former govern-
ment to continue in office until a new
cabinet could be formed. The formaton
of the same was entrusted to N. N.
Zhordania, who was elected by an
overwhelming majority to be the head
of the government and the Supreme
Representative of the Republic.

Review of the (roaps.

The day that the Constitutional as-
sembly was opened, the Minister of
War G. Guiorgadze, reviewed the tro-
ops. The soldiers unswered the words
of greeting of the mnister with enthu-
éjastic shouts of applause in honor of

Akhaltslkhe and the whole dlstnct if
Akhal.sikhe taken by the Georgizn troops.

According to the last reports of the

| General Staff of the Republic of Geor-

gia  Georgisn ' troops have: captured
Akhaltsikh, and are continuing the pur-
suit of the Turkish bands, dislodging
them from their positions and inflicting
great loss upon them. Abbastuman has

already been occupied, and our troops
are approaching the southern frontier

of the Akhaltsikh district.
Glozuiah the Tnte-player.
By Akaki Tsereteli *).
(A legend as'to how. the thrush, the night

ingale and the lapwing first

earth),

appeared on

that one
even

It was .such a dark night

could not see one’s finger,
if it

eyes:

own

were brought before
for that

could be heard

your: very
reason

all

as

just very no

foot-step around.
At that
on the

something

moment, wafted, it were,
of

vibrated

a miraculous
the
there trilled forth the tones of a lute.

soft and beautiful.

wing wind,

in air. . and
The chords sobbed

) A celebrated Georgian poct.

S0 piteously that it seemed as if the
suffering the whole world had re-
solved itself into -something so fine and
delicate that ‘it might pass through the
The chords vibrated

of

eYe of a needle.

heart rending fashion, in-

force:

long, ir a
stinct with - a
(of a sudden pealed forth a song.
this had

the

then all
The

in
bells:

strange

accents -of s0ng no joy

voice of

of sorrow, malediction

them, nor many

they were full
and reproach.

The song ceased,
forth

in its place
night
and uncanny laughier,

and disclosed the
Before a house stood
his head bare

and

there  broke in the stilly
groans,

The moon
following picture.

Ghoguiah the lute-player.

murmurs
rose

and with his lute in his hand., He was
looking at the balcony of the house,

on which three women were standing.
One them, old crone,
grumbling out something: the second—

of an was

a pleasant looking girl—was sighing,
while the third, a young and comely
lass, was laughing gaily. But. strange
to say, it was the very same melody
which had made such a different im-
pression on all three.

«So you are going after all, you

are going, and who will look afier the
s

house? I will not speak of myself: I

but are you not

am - only your ml)ﬂlcl
501&) wn.,_wm

~

Bitter :uﬂ\{v'ie\ed h urs-
ed him with her ‘tony though the
feelings in her heurt, wre quitg diffe-

rent; his; {\iwr,‘.]iu‘p'-

2100y pd ¢ what

she reall 8] e nf'p{Mr'J ':T‘J)ikin;:
for higd 61 "pid Aol 11 A jfeton

puuted"anétT \\Jpw] -lj‘e\vJ J }

That night the sister

also

Iny awake and bedewed

slept well: the

young - wife snored sweetly. but

the ¢ld mother
her pillow with her tears.

(To be continucd).

Elisabeth Orbeliani.

THE GEORGIAN HUMOUR.

The tortoise and the scorpion ).

A tortoise and a scorpion hecame
friends; they set out to travel. and
came to a river which they must cross.
The scorpion was sid because he could |
not get over, but the tortoise said:
29It on my back and I shall carvy’

So the
his back. No sooner

thee across“. scorpion
the
begun to swim than the scorpion stung
The tortoise asked:
» Brother art thou doing this?*
The replied:  How can T
help it? I do not wish to it, hut our

got o1l
had tortoise
him on the back.
why
scorpion

nature J is su(h that we must bite both‘

“ b
wife alone?
of us?» —said

ing vour young «
to
crone.

«Mother dear,— Ghoguiali answered

take care the old

quietly,—he who has not fulfilled bis
duty has no right 10 love either mo-
ther. wife or sister. It is shameful for

a man to hide hisy head on his mo-
ther’s lap; to hang on his sister’s neck,
or to sit with his wife time of

war,

ina
civil

<l cannot say any more. | an going

where my duty calls me: I must die

or conquer—so my heart has decided!

As a keepsake 1 am leaving you this

late of mine; each of you ‘must play

on it every day, and. so long as the

that I
are broken,

strings do not break, know

live: <but once they think
of me as one amidst the dead».
With these words Ghoguiah,

full of tears,

his eves

embraced the three wo-

men, bade. them farewell, made the
sign of the cross and went his way.

P!
water, and ~ said: »Brother, 1 do net
wish to thee harm, but my natare is
such that if I do not bathe my body

after it is stung it swells up and I die®,

The fox and the fleas.

The fox

15 a- dumb  brute, bul it
has so much sense, that when fleas
swarm on it, knowing that they wiil
annoy it, it takes inits' mouth a piece
of old leather, and lets its tail doswn
into the water; when the fleas crawl
ap the ftail to the body, it gradually
sinks its body; <when they  move up-
from the body to the head, and then

{0 the piece of leather. it dips ifs head
and lets the piece of old

the fleas float

under water

leather with away in

the stream.

*) From the Georgian ,Book of Wisdom
aud Lies* by Sulkhan Orbeliani, translation
hy Oliver Wardrop.

AMUSE
OPERA HOUSE:

Monday, March 18.—,,GHEISHA*.

Wednesday,' March 17.— ,AFRICAINE¥,

Tuesday, March 19.—,,ABESSALOM and ESTHER, by Z. Paliashvili.

MENTS.

I'he Government press.
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