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Georgia Politics Still Boils:
Elections Are Coming

Georgia’s politicians are clearly preparing for
Parliamentary elections, despite the fact they are

not due until next year. Although no one will say this
in public, the rhetoric currently being used implies that
this is the case. According to the Constitution, the
President of Georgia has the right to dissolveparliament
at almost any time, and if this occursnew elections must
be held three months later. No announcement has been
made, but the politicians seem to be working on the
assumption that this will happen.

Pankisi Crisis
and Islamic
Caliphate
Challenge From
Jihadist Drug
Smuggling
Perspective

It has recently been suggested that personal mistreatment and confrontation have created a rivalry between the Afghan
Taliban and the Arabic Islamic Caliphate. Though the two groups have a common ideological background in the
Salafiyyah teachings, the Talibansubscribes to the Deobandism strand of this doctrine while the Islamic Caliphate is
Wahhabist. Furthermore, although these nominal strategic allies pursue a common mission to enforce the domination
of Islamic Shariah Law (in both its divine and revealed sense) and Fiqh, the human process of understanding and
implementing the law, they have different interpretations of how Global Jihad should be conducted,
and thus who should control the important territories where heroin is cultivated.

Belarus,
Georgia
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Deepen
Ties

On p.  9

Russia,
Iran and
China
Create
anti-NATO
Alliance:
Why?

On p.  9

On p.  4



Monday, April 27, 2015

2w w w . g e o t i m e s . g e

Publisher/Editor in Chief
Nana Gagua
Tel.: (+995) 555 293 003
E-mail:
gul@geotimes.ge

The Georgian TIMES
# 1 English-Language Newspaper in Georgia

Director:
Kakha Maskharashvili
Tel: (+995) 551 501 313
E-mail:
director@geotimes.geFirst published in 1993.

The Founder and the President Malkhaz Gulashvili. Tel: (+995) 577 461 046
The Georgian Times Media Holding.
12, Kikodze str, Tbilisi, Georgia. Tel: (+995 32) 2934405,
E-mail: office@geotimes.ge; http://www.geotimes.ge

Executive Editor:
Mariam Toidze
Tel: (+995) 577 727 207
E-mail:
editor@geotimes.ge

Contributions to The Georgian TIMES are welcome. If you are interested in submitting an article or
news item, ect. please contact; Tel/fax: (+995 32) 2934405

P O L I T I C S

Copy Editor
Rumwold Leigh
Tel: (+995) 599 501 452
E-mail:
rumwoldleigh@netscape.net

Georgia’s politicians are
clearly preparing for
Parliamentary elections,
despite the fact they are not
due until next
year.Although no one will
say this in public, the
rhetoric currently being
used implies that this is the
case. According to the
Constitution, the President
of Georgia has the right to
dissolveparliament at
almost any time, and if this
occursnew elections must
be held three months later.
No announcement has been
made, but the politicians
seem to be working on the
assumption that this will
happen.

The election campaign has
in fact already been informally
launched and is beginning to
heat up. But at present it is hard
to predict which party is most
likely to challenge the Georgian
Dream or how much of its Oc-
tober 2012 support the ruling
coalition has retained. It is fair-
ly certain that neither the Geor-
gian Dream nor the present main
opposition party, the formerly
ruling United National Move-
ment, will receive as many votes
as last time, but it is unclear
who, if anyone, will benefit
from the decline in their sup-
port. The Patriotic Alliance of
Georgia, led by David Tarkhan-
Mouravi and Irma Inashvili,
and the Democratic Movement
of Georgia, led by ex-Speaker
of Parliament Nino Burjanadze,
may make some inroads and the
Labor Party of Georgia, led by
Shalva Natelashvili, always at-
tracts a significant minority
support, but how and whether
this will translate into seats is
difficult to determine.

What we can say with cer-
tainty however is that these
Parliamentary elections will be
more volatile, dynamic and ag-
gressive than any previous
ones. As the incumbent Geor-
gian Dream government does
not wish to change the elector-
al system they will again be
held under a system based on
the German model.73 members
will be elected on a “majoritar-
ian” basis (the country is di-
vided in 73 electoral districts,
which will each elect one per-
son by the simple majority, or
first-past-the-post, system)
and 77 will be elected from par-
ty lists by proportional repre-

sentation. The smaller parties
will be hoping to gain seats in
the proportional vote rather
than majoritarian contests un-
less a particularly popular can-
didate chooses to stand for a
majoritarian seat, and as the
present government and oppo-
sition have both lost support
there is still much to play for in
this segment of the voting.

There are several reasons
why we can conclude that the
politicians are expecting a pre-
term election:

- The United National
Movement is seeking to estab-
lish a national “anti-corrup-
tion campaign, which involves
establishing “Anti-Corruption

Commissions” at regional lev-
el. This is the first phase of its
election campaign, as con-
firmed by its leader David
Bakradze, who has declared
the party ready to take part in
elections even if they are held
tomorrow. The United Nation-
al Movementhas internalprob-
lems within its leadership but
is still a stable and well-orga-
nised political force, unlike
the heterogeneous Georgian
Dream coalition. Though no
longer popular, it can still ex-
pect 13-15% of the vote;

- A crisis has erupted with-
in the Georgian Dream which
implies that the disputants are
positioning themselves for an
expected election. Since the
Free Democrats, once an im-
portant part of the coalition
with11 MPs and 3 ministers,
left the coalition a few months
ago its cohesion has been bad-
ly affected. Industry Will Save
Georgia leader Gogi Topadze-
has set out new foreign policy
priorities and coalition
founder and former Prime
Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili
has lost patience with the in-
effectiveness and political

By  DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA

Georgia Politics Still Boils:
Elections Are Coming

scandals associated with cur-
rent Prime Minister Irakli
Gharibashvili’s circle, and is
considering establishing a
semi-political structure with
new faces or even returning to
the political arena with a new
party;

- There are serious indica-
tions that a realignment of the
existing forces is taking place,
which will result in a new co-

alition offering itself to the
electorate to justify its actions.
President Giorgi Margvelash-
vili’s personal political team
seems to be brokering some sort
of deal with the Free Demo-
crats and a movement called
Iverioni, which has split from
the United National Move-
ment but is composed of former
Saakashvili government mem-
bers. Thistripartite coalition is

ready to engage in a campaign
and take the “centre-right”
position in Georgian politics,
clearly demonstrating the pro-
Western foreign policy orien-
tation it claims the Georgian
Dream no longer has. If the
President really is planning
this, he must be intending to
dissolve the current parliament
on the date most conducive to
his new party’s chances.

At the present time no elec-
tion has been called and it is

difficult to see what advantage
the non-government parties
would gain if the President
called one.However the situa-
tion is fluid, there is a clear ex-
pectation that elections will be
called and we are bound to see
many surprises between now
and whenever the election is,
just as we did in 2012.

The Georgian Institute for
Geostrategic and Euro-

Atlantic Studies Institute,
Chairman
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Staring from April 6,  the “Young Mind” mobile device consumers will have the opportunity to experience
and buy fashionable headphones and superior quality speakers of the brands Marshall, Urbanears and
Coloud in Geocell shops at the best price.

“Our goal is to offer superior quality services to our customers. A great customer experience requires
not only good coverage and high quality of the devices, but also functional accessories. Those who love
music and need superior-quality sound, will appreciate the best experience created by the world’s
leading brands available in Geocell shops,”- says Geocell CEO Pawel Smalinski.

Bringing these award-winning brands to Georgia, Geocell has once again benefitted from being part of
a leading European telecom group, TeliaSonera, and its existing partnership with Zound Industries, the
producer of these brands.

World leading brands’ Functional accessories
at the best price in Geocell shops

In May 2014, TeliaSonera signed a partnership agreement with Zound Industries to sell the company’s fashion
headphones, audio speakers and device accessories in its stores, giving customers a great audio experience wherever
they are, whenever they want. Moreover, TeliaSonera has also invested in Zound Industries’ shares. Within the
partnership TeliaSonera has access to all Zound Industries’ brands and their network of designers, collaboration
partners and artists. Accessories from Zound Industries are today sold in 20,000 stores across 95 markets. Geocell
being part of TeliaSonera enjoys the privilege within this partnership to be the first on the market to offer these
products to its customers.
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It has recently been
suggested that personal
mistreatment and confron-
tation have created a
rivalry between the Afghan
Taliban and the Arabic
Islamic Caliphate. Though
the two groups have a
common ideological
background in the
Salafiyyah teachings, the
Talibansubscribes to the
Deobandism strand of this
doctrine while the Islamic
Caliphate is Wahhabist.
Furthermore, although
these nominal strategic
allies pursue a common
mission to enforce the
domination of Islamic
Shariah Law (in both its
divine and revealed sense)
and Fiqh, the human
process of understanding
and implementing the law,
they have different
interpretations of how
Global Jihad should be
conducted, and thus who
should control the impor-
tant territories where
heroin is cultivated.

As is known, drug traffick-
ing is considered a crucial part
of the Global Jihad against Cru-
saders and Jews, a form of bio-
logical warfare designed to de-
stroy the enemy’s society.

Hence it not only provides high
revenue which can finance the
achievement of Jihad strategic
goals but culturally and moral-
ly destroys the enemy, a polit-

ical and ideological goal. The
importance of this activity is
one of the reasons the Taliban
and Islamic Caliphate have
come to blows over it.

According to some informa-
tion Islamic Caliphate-con-
trolled combat groups, consist-
ing mainly of recruits from the
North Caucasus, have infiltrat-
ed the south and south-eastern
provinces of Afghanistan con-
trolled by the Taliban move-
ment, which are most famous
as the heroin cultivation areas
where the Taliban and its allied

drug cartel clans produce crops
which earn them between $5
and $8 billion net annually.
They entered from Iran’s Kho-
rasan Region without notifying

the local Taliban in advance, an
obvious provocation. More-
over, after reinforcing its pres-
ence in the North and South
Caucasus the Islamic Caliphate
is seeking to gain control of the
heroin transit routes as well as
the regions where it is cultivat-
ed.

The Taliban uses drug tran-
sit routes that pass through the
Caucasus, including Georgia, in-
tensively. The Ministry of In-
ternal Affairs of Georgia recent-
ly distributed some information
leaflets which said that 2.79

tones of liquid heroin had been
seized from a cargo truck which
had entered Georgia from Azer-
baijan, the biggest ever drug haul
in Georgia, and two citizens of

Pankisi Crisis and Islamic
Caliphate Challenge From Jihadist
Drug Smuggling Perspective
By  DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA

Georgia had been arrested. The
truck was carrying 92 30-litre
plastic barrels filled with illegal

substances, 80% of the contents
being heroin worth “hundreds
of millions of U.S. dollars”,
which was intended for interna-
tional transit and was en route
to Turkey. These drugs belonged
to the Taliban. It had been forced
to use the “northern transit
route”, the shortest, in order to
get a large amount of money
quickly to reinforce its military
capability (hire more mercenar-
ies, purchase armaments, etc.)
to intensify its military opera-
tions at regional and national lev-
els in preparation for the ending
of the NATO ISAF mission.

The most drug favored tran-
sit route is probably Afghani-

stan-Turkmenistan-Azer-
baijan-Georgia-Turkey, with
the final destination probably

a Southern European country
where it is turned into the fin-
ished product at a special un-
derground laboratory. The sod-
den liquid heroin ceases flow-
ering at the end of June in Af-
ghanistan, which is why large
seizures generally take place in
July and August.

The “Jihadist Drug” –
known as “Allah’s Tears” –car-
ries with it the possibility of
retaliation by the forces behind
these transactions, the narco-
cartels such as the Kandahar or
Karachi drug mafias who make
annual profits of $2-3 billion
and cooperate closely with the
local Taliban warlords. It was

very likely the Karachi narco-
mafia militant groups, support-
ed by the Mukhabarat, the Tal-
iban’s special intelligence ser-
vice, which attacked Georgian
peacekeepers in Helmand prov-
ince in June 2013 and inflicted
heavy casualties upon them.
The Karachi narco-mafia want-
ed to ensure the safe delivery
of heroin from Helmand to
Karachi port, and these forces
represent a serious threat to the
international community inde-
pendent of that of the radical
Islamic-Jihadist network they
work with.

It was the leader of the so-
called Kandahar Clan of the
Taliban, Mulla Bashir (Jami
Bashir Nurzai), who instigated
the Allah’s Tears project, in
which 1 liter of liquid heroin is
produced from each 50kg of
poppy and smuggled as tea or
sugar or even liquid soap. Nev-
ertheless, it is probable that the

Taliban and Islamic Caliph-
ate will eventually have to cut
a deal concerning its production
and distribution, and this would
make it well-nigh impossible to
confront the trafficking prob-
lem at regional level. Hence, the
“Pankisi Crisis”, in which na-
tives of that small region are
somehow being removed from
there to fight for the Islamic
Caliphate, could soon fuel an
explosion in Jihadist Drug traf-
ficking too.

The Georgian Institute for
Geostrategic and Euro-

Atlantic Studies Institute,
Chairman
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By DR. VAKHTANG MAISAIA

Iranian Defense Minister
Brigadier General Hossein
Dekhan has come out with
a proposal to create closer
military cooperation
between Iran, Russia, India
and China to counter NATO
enlargement to the East
and the deployment of U.S.
Missile Defense Program
elements in the Mediterra-
nean and Black Sea areas.
The minister made this
statement at the Fourth
International Conference
on Security Issues held in
Moscow on April 15-18, at
the same time Russia’s
Defense Minister Sergey
Shoigu proposed setting up
a formal military alliance
to prevent further NATO
enlargement.

Iran, Russia and Syria, coun-
tries with similar government
structures, have proposed great-
er mutual partnership on previ-
ous occasions as a means of ad-
dressing common challenges and
threats. Russia is already forging
closer military ties with its allies
under the aegis of the Collective
Security Treaty Organisation
(CSTO), which involves seven
post-Soviet states (Russia, Arme-
nia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbeki-
stan) and is seeking to create
Rapid Reaction Forces and a

Russia, Iran and China
Create anti-NATO
Alliance: Why?

common Anti-Air Defense Sys-
tem. This will create a so-called
“second rim” of collective de-
fense in the Eurasian geopoliti-
cal space.

Russia is also reinforcing its
bilateral linkages with China and
India through the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization (SCO).
This will create a “third rim” of
collective defense, and promote
joint action in combating terror-
ism by military means and de-

onstrated Realpolitic in action
and repulsed U.S. attempts to
contain it in the way the Soviet
Union was contained within the
geopolitical boundaries of the
Eurasian “Heartland”;

- Russia has seized the strate-
gically vital Black Sea port of
Sevastopol, the warm water fa-
cility it has always sought, and
thus gained the possibility of
greatly increasing Black Sea
Naval Fleet capabilities and de-
ploying a Strategic Command
HQ of the Fleet in Crimea. The
recent agreements with de facto
Abkhazia have also increased
Russia’s geostrategic presence in
this area;

- Russia has gained the full
support of more than 2 million
Russian speakers in the Crime-
an peninsula and thus complet-
ed its “historic mission” of re-
gaining control of all originally
“Russian” territory. This action
is very similar to Nazi Germa-
ny’s anschlusses of Austria and
the Sudetenland in 1938;

- Russia has managed to
avoid becoming fully isolated
from the Western community and
at the same time has concluded
strategic partnership arrange-
ments with other Global Power
Centers such as India and Chi-
na.

These perceptions are wide-
ly held in Russia’s political ana-
lyst and expert community cir-
cles and are far from groundless.

N E W S

Speaking at the joint news conference after the meeting, President
Margvelashvili thanked Belarus for supporting Georgia’s territorial integrity.

“We stressed our appreciation which the Georgian state and the Geor-
gian people have towards Belarus and personally towards Alexander
Grigoryevich [Lukashenko] for their support towards the issues, which are
very acute for Georgia – in a very difficult circumstances our Belarusian
friends have always been unambiguously supportive towards our territorial
integrity and sovereignty,” the Georgian President said.

 He also noted “important role, which our Belarusian friends play” in
trying to resolve conflict in Ukraine peacefully.

“Minsk has become the city where agreements are being actually
reached for peace and stability in the region. In this context we of course
touched upon the problem in Ukraine and the positive impulse, which was
given by Minsk to the Ukrainian people and to the entire region,”
Margvelashvili said.

He also said that this visit of the Belarus President “will lay a signifi-
cant foundation for further deepening our relations and broadening of our
cooperation.”

“Although Georgia’s economic relations are deepening with the EU and
economic ties of Belarus are deepening with the Customs Union, we deeply
believe that this development should in no way restrict our bilateral rela-
tions, but on the contrary it should give new potential to Georgian and
Belarusian economies,” Margvelashvili said.

Commenting on the same issue, Lukashenko said: “We have to use
with maximum benefit Belarus’ participation in Eurasian Economic Union
and implementation by Georgia of the Association Agreement with the EU.
Reasonable people will always find ways for cooperation even in the most
difficult times.”

“Although Georgia quit the CIS [Commonwealth of Independent States],
Belarus and Georgia maintained free trade regime and we have never let
you down even in the most difficult times,” the Belarus President said.

He said that the current level of economic and trade relations between
the two countries are far from its actual potential and “a significant part” of
talks were dedicated to this issue.

Lukashenko said that the Georgian-Belarus business forum, which was
held in Tbilisi on April 22, led to significant agreements, which has the
potential to boost bilateral trade between the two countries to USD 200
million annually.

  Bilateral trade turnover between Georgia and Belarus stood at USD
55.9 million in 2014, according to the Georgian state statistics office.

He said that it was agreed to make focus on setting up of joint
ventures.

“Just to trade is easy, but setting up of joint ventures either in Belarus
or in Georgia to produce goods and to then sell them on the global markets
is more difficult, but it’s realistic,” Lukashenko said.

Belarus Agriculture Minister Leonid Zayats and Minister of Industry
Vitaly Vovk met Georgian Agriculture Minister Otar Danelia in Tbilisi on April
22 and discussed a memorandum on fostering setting up of joint ventures
in the agriculture sector.

Number of Belarus ministers, accompanying Lukashenko, signed with
their Georgian counterparts about dozen of agreements and memorandums
on cooperation in the areas ranging from fighting crime, customs issues to
healthcare, education and agriculture.

“I am absolutely convinced that if our governments work efficiently
and if our agreements are implemented, believe me contribution of Belarus
in development of Georgia will be indisputable, it will be obvious. We want
to make it for our… brothers with whom we lived in same home and we
should not forget about it,” Lukashenko said.

“Belarus unwaveringly considers Georgia as a friendly country, which
is very close to us. Development of our political and economic relations is
in the interests of the both countries,” he said.

Lukashenko said that the two countries have “constructive coopera-
tion” on various international forums, including in frames of OSCE and
EU’s Eastern Partnership.

Opening of Belarus embassy in Tbilisi was also discussed, Lukashenko
said. Georgia opened its embassy in Minsk in 2007.

President Margvelashvili said he believes that the Belarus President’s
visit will mark “the beginning of very active and efficient cooperation.”

After the meeting the two presidents signed a joint statement, which
reiterates readiness of the two countries to boost ties in broad range of
areas.

Civil.ge

veloping common regional se-
curity principles. The “first rim”
of this ever-widening system in-
cludes very close military coop-
eration with the de facto repub-
lics of Abkhazia and a reinforce-
ment of the Russian military
presence in the Black Sea-Cau-
casus area.

According to Russian mili-
tary experts and international
relations specialists such as Dr.
Andrei Sushentsov Russia has al-

ready achieved several of its geo-
strategic missions despite being
in a new Cold War situation with
the West. In each case, these are
missions it did not achieve dur-
ing the first Cold War. They can
be defined as follows:

- Russia has achieved hege-
mony in the Black Sea basin and
pursues its national interests
there without reference to the eth-
ical and moral principles of in-
ternational relations. It has dem-

It should also be noted that Chi-
na, India, Iran and Russia have a
range of common geopolitical
goals. These include:

- Suppression of NATO en-
largement to the Caucasus and
Central Asia and its dominance
of the Black Sea basin;

- Countering the threat of the
Islamic Caliphate, in issue in all
these countries;

- Stopping the deployment of
U.S. National Missile Defense
Program elements in the Black
Sea area;

- Dealing with the situation
in Afghanistan after the ISAF
withdrawal and preventing the
Taliban, which has caused prob-
lems throughout the region, re-
gaining power in Kabul;

- Reinforcing the Russo-Iran
presence in the Middle East by
fully supporting the Assad re-
gime in Syria;

- Promoting the development
of their national military-indus-
trial complexes developing joint
armament projects.

This hypothetical scenario is
very easily becoming a reality
which will change the present
world order. The “Eurasian Alli-
ance” could force a reorientation
of international society’s prior-
ities from Western to Eastern
ones.

The Georgian Institute for
Geostrategic and Euro-Atlantic

Studies Institute, Chairman

Belarus President, Alexander Lukashenko, who is paying his first offi-
cial visit to Georgia, said that he considers Georgia as “a friendly country”,
whom Minsk has “never let down even in the most difficult times.”

Lukashenko, who arrived in Tbilisi on Wednesday evening and will also
travel to Batumi during the visit, met on Thursday morning his Georgian
counterpart Giorgi Margvelashvili and then PM Irakli Garibashvili.

“Dear Giorgi, we should have met each other in this legendary city, this
legendary country much earlier,” Lukashenko told his Georgian counterpart
during his opening remarks for the press in the beginning of the meeting,
which lasted for hour and a half.

“I told you already that it is shame I have never been in Tbilisi before;
actually I’ve never been in Georgia, except of Sukhumi [in Abkhazia] – that
was in the Soviet era,” Lukashenko said.

“In politics we have no disagreements whatsoever. I am grateful both
to the former president [Mikheil Saakashvili] and you for supporting us
everywhere, in the West,” Lukashenko added.

Asked during a press conference after the meeting about Russia’s
recent “alliance” treaties with Abkhazia and South Ossetia and if Belarus will
remain committed to non-recognition of these breakaway regions,
Lukashenko responded: “Our position about those problems remains un-
changed; otherwise I would not have arrived here.”

 “After the war between Georgia and Russia relations should have been
built more softly, not making such steps, which you have mentioned
[apparently referring to “alliance” treaties],” Lukashenko said.

“We, together with [the Georgian] President, are realists and we have
agreed to draw a line and see what happens tomorrow, what can be done to
normalize relations between Georgia, Belarus, also with Russia,” he said.

“I think that in the near future we will find at least one answer to a small
question – what kind of step to take in order not only to stop this rhetoric, but
also to get positions of the states closer and to live in one family as it once
was. There is no conflict between peoples of Georgia, Belarus, Russia.
Misunderstandings on the political level can be overcome, but we should set
concrete tasks and make concrete steps,” the Belarus President said.

“We spoke about it, but I am not authorized by the [Georgian] President
to unveil our agreements, but in the nearest future you will hear about
them,” Lukashenko added.

 These remarks by Lukashenko on which he did not elaborate triggered
questions if he was somehow intending to act or already acting as a
mediator or offering to host high-level talks between Georgia and Russia in
Minsk.

Georgian President’s foreign policy adviser Tengiz Pkhaladze said specu-
lation on mediation or high-level talks is “pointless” if there is “no political will
to take concrete steps towards de-occupation, return of displaced persons,
retraction of recognition [of Abkhazia and South Ossetia] or for any other
step which Georgia can benefit from.”

BELARUS, GEORGIA PLEDGE TO DEEPEN TIES
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3 Metekhi St. Tbilis
Tel: (+995 32) 274 74 04; (+995 32) 274 74 31
Fax: (+995 32) 277 46 35

Kopala
Chekhov str.8/10, Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel: (+995 32) 277 55 20

Inhouse
Ahvlediani (Perovskaya) street #17, 0162 Tbilisi, Georgia
Tel:  577 44 99 61

Wheels - Irish Pub
Tbilisi, 16 G. Akhvlediani St., Tel: (+995 32) 298 87 33

Canape
Tbilisi , 14 I. Abashidze St., Tel: (+995 32) 223 19 21,
Tbilisi, 7 Kazbegi Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 237 35 73
Tbilisi, 112 Agmashenebeli Ave., Tel: (+995 32) 296 22 69

Samurai-Sushi Bar
Tbilisi , 9 G. Tabidze St.
Tel: (+995 32) 240 39 99, (790) 16 02 02

Holiday Inn
1,26 May Square; Tel: (+995 32) 2300099
web: http://www.hi-tbilisi.com

AWARD CONSULTING
Tel: 593 31 41 05
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